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This month’s column is probably the most difficult I’ve 
ever written, knowing that words won’t do justice in 
sharing my heartfelt thoughts and prayers with all those 
who’ve suffered due to the storms and flooding that have 
devastated so much of our state and impacted so many 
Nebraska families. While I’ve had the opportunity to visit 
with many farmers and ranchers affected by the storms 
(some who’ve experienced catastrophic losses to both 
their homes and farms), I want to make sure I share those 
same thoughts and prayers with everyone who has been 
hurt by these historic weather events.   

Similarly, words won’t fully capture my appreciation 
for all those who have helped or are continuing to help 
others in their time of need. Whether it’s neighbor 
helping neighbor, or people reaching out from across the 
country to offer a helping hand, it’s been an amazing thing 
to witness and experience the generosity and support 
people have given to Nebraska’s farm and ranch families. 
The donations of hay, feed, fencing supplies, veterinary 
medicine and general supplies have been staggering. The 

financial support offered has been equally amazing. As of 
this writing, we’ve received donations to our Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund from all 50 states and 
crossed the $1.7 million mark in donations. I would never 
have imagined that being the case when we started. I 
can only humbly thank everyone for their generosity and 
support as we work to help people get their feet back on 
the ground. 

Agriculture and our farm and ranch families had been 
facing tough times well before Mother Nature landed a 
heavy blow with the recent storms. A down agriculture 
economy and uncertainty in agriculture markets from 
trade disputes was already enough to take the wind 
out of agriculture’s sails. With that said, I’m betting on 
Nebraskans. I’m betting on farmers and ranchers. 
“Nebraska Strong” isn’t a slogan. It’s who we are as 
people in this state. For some, recovery will take months. 
For others, it could be years. Regardless, I’m confident 
recovery will happen.

With that said, if Nebraska citizens have the resiliency 
to recover from these disasters, and we know they do, 
then the Legislature should be able to demonstrate 
that same resolve and address our state’s property tax 

problem. We’re now two-thirds of the way through the 
2019 legislative session. Today, the property tax ball 
sits squarely in the court of the Legislature’s Revenue 
Committee. As of this writing, negotiations are ongoing, 
but no bill has made it out of committee. The Legislature 
needs to act on property taxes this session and do so 
in a meaningful way. This is what Nebraska farmers 
and ranchers expect and deserve. I can assure you 
that Nebraska Farm Bureau is working diligently every 
day at the Capitol to help move the process forward. 
Failure by the Legislature to provide real property tax 
relief won’t be from a lack of effort on Farm Bureau’s 
part. Nebraskans have asked for property tax 
relief. It’s time for the Legislature show some 
“Nebraska Strong” of its own and deliver it!

Until Next Time,

The President’s 
Message
By Steve Nelson,  

President, Nebraska  

Farm Bureau Federation®

“Nebraska Strong” 
in the Face of Disaster

VOLUME 37 ISSUE 2
April-May, 2019

USPS 375-780 ISSN 0745-6522

Official publication of 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

(402) 421-4400
www.nefb.org

Nebraska Farm Bureau’s 
Mission: Strong Agriculture

...Strong Nebraska

Yearly subscription: 
50 cents of membership dues

Associate Member: 
Nebraska Press Association

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor/Advertising/Writer: 
 Tina Henderson
 tinah@nefb.org or ext. 4446
Writer: Craig Head
 craigh@nefb.org or ext. 4435
Writer: Cassie Hoebelheinrich 
 cassieh@nefb.org or ext. 4730
Writer: Erin Stieren
 erins@nefb.org or ext. 4428
Graphics Web/Layout: Oscar Diaz
 oscard@nefb.org or ext. 4448
Want Ads and County Annual Meeting Notices:
 Kylee Planer 
 kyleep@nefb.org or ext. 4485

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION
Steve Nelson, president (Axtell)
Mark McHargue, first vice president (Central City)
Rob Robertson, chief administrator/ 
  secretary-treasurer (Lincoln)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bill Baldwin, second vice president (Mitchell)
Dennis Beethe (Elk Creek)
Kevin Peterson (Osceola)
Martey Stewart (Dixon)
Leslie Boswell (Shickley)
Katie Olson (Atkinson)
Dustin Ladenburger (Stratton)
Hilary Maricle (Albion)
Dave Nielsen (Lincoln)
Lance Atwater (Ayr)

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS is published ten 
times per year by Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation, 5225 
South 16th St., Lincoln, NE 68512. Periodicals postage paid 

at Lincoln, NE and additional entry offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Nebraska Farm Bureau News

Attn: Tina Henderson
P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501

The Nebraska Farm Bureau has established a Disaster Relief Fund to provide emergency aid to 
Nebraska farmers, ranchers, and rural communities affected by recent storms and flooding.

To apply or nominate an individual for assistance, go to  
www.nefb.org/disaster.

*Farm Bureau membership is NOT required to apply for or receive aid

CRITERIA:

Community Relief Efforts • Feed/Fence/Rehab Costs • Vet Costs • Clean-Up Costs 

Rental/Mortgage Assistance • Utility & Propane Payments • Individual Cash Assistance

 APPLY FOR DISASTER
RELIEF AID

COUNTY NEWS

The Harlan/Furnas County Farm Bureau recently donated $200 to both the Harlan County 
4-H Council and the Furnas County 4-H Council. Elena Merrick, UNL extension educator 
(left), and Beth Fisher, Harlan/Furnas County Farm Bureau board member, pose for a photo 
to promote the donation. 

County Farm Bureaus from across Nebraska hosted town hall 
meetings with their local State Senators. Senators were able to 
answer questions from constituents, give an update on the work 
that they are doing at the Legislature, and talk about what can 
be expected as the legislative session continues. The meetings 
allowed constituents to visit and meet with their Senator 
personally. Town hall meetings have taken place at the following 
locations across Nebraska:

Senator Tom Brewer, District 43, Logan, McPherson, Blaine, 
Brown, Loup and Thomas County Farm Bureaus.

Senator Tim Gragert, District 40, Boyd County Farm Bureau.
Senator Steve Erdman, District 47, Arthur County Farm Bureau.
Senator Dave Murman, District 38, Clay, Adams/Webster, 

Phelps/Gosper and Kearney/Franklin County Farm Bureaus.
Senator Curt Friesen, District 34, Merrick and Nance County 

Farm Bureaus.

Harlan/Furnas County Donates to 4-H Councils

County Farm Bureaus Host  
Town Hall Meetings

Senator Curt Friesen of District 34 speaks to residents 
of Merrick County during a town hall meeting at the 
Prairie Creek Winery in Central City.

Senator Dave Murman of District 38 speaks to 
residents of Phelps and Gosper counties during 
a town hall meeting in Holdrege, co-hosted by 
Phelps/Gosper County Farm Bureau, Holdrege 
Chamber of Commerce and Central Public 
Power and Irrigation District.

Alliance - Photo Courtesy of Mary CrawfordPierce

Helping rural Nebraskans 
work through difficult times 

for more than 20 years

Nebraska Rural Response 
Hotline 

800-464-0258.

The hotline staff offers help 
with: attorneys, financial 

advisers, professional 
counselors, mediators and

clergy.
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AS PART OF YOUR FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP
You receive a variety of money saving discounts.  

Check for new ways to save at www.nefb.org/benefits or download the mobile app. 

EQUIPMENT BENEFITS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Receive a factory-direct rebate check after purchasing a farm 
grain bin from Chief. The rebate on farm grain bins is $.01/
bushel of storage. Structures for co-ops and commercial 

operations do not qualify for this rebate. Visit Chief online at agri.chiefind.com or call 
(800) 359-7600 ext. 2717 for more information.

Save up to $5,000 on eligible Cat® machines with an 
additional $250 credit for attachments.  
Visit nefb.org/benefits to print your certificate. 

Visit JohnDeere.com/farmbureau to join the rewards program for 
Platinum 2 discounts on commercial worksite equipment, tractors, 
and more.

Save up to $500 on select equipment from Case IH.  
Visit nefb.org/benefits to print your money saving 
certificate. 

“Just Ask” Membership Campaign Pays Off for County Farm Bureaus
Imagine, county Farm Bureaus getting 

paid for recruiting new members. That’s 
exactly what happened this year through 
the “Early Harvest” program of the “Just 
Ask” Campaign. 

“’Just Ask’ is designed to guide county 
Farm Bureaus through the process of 
recruiting and retaining new members. The 
Early Harvest program is just one way we 
are rewarding counties that are successful 
in their efforts. Although the concept is 
simple – asking your friends and neighbors 
to join – it is not something that everyone 
is comfortable doing. The resources and 
incentives provided to county Farm Bureaus 
will prepare them to ‘Just Ask’,” said Phil 
Erdman, vice president of membership for 

Nebraska Farm Bureau.
Counties had until March 31 to meet their 

goal and will receive a $250 cash award as 
an “Early Harvest” recipient.

Congratulations
“Congratulations to the nine county 

Farm Bureaus who achieved their new ag 
member goal for 2019. We are proud of 
their accomplishments and hope to see this 
list grow as we get the word out about the 
‘Just Ask’ Membership Campaign,” Erdman 
said. “I want to thank each county Farm 
Bureau for investing the time and effort to 
recruit the future leaders of your county 
Farm Bureaus.”

County Farm Bureaus reaching their goal for new ag (voting) members are: 
Cheyenne, Colfax, Frontier, Garden, Grant, Hayes, Logan, Scotts Bluff and 
Wheeler.

Ten County Farm Bureaus were awarded Century Club grants this 
membership year.

Additional Tools
The "Just Ask" Campaign also provides 

additional tools to county Farm Bureaus to 
make the lives of farm and ranch families 
better.

Most counties rely primarily, if not 
exclusively, on dues for the resources they 
need to make an impact in their county, 
Erdman said. County Farm Bureaus have 
some additional tools this year to help them 
reach their membership goals (quota) for 
the 2019 membership year. 

County Farm Bureaus that meet their 
overall membership goal (quota) for 2019 
will receive a $250 cash award. 

In addition, counties will be rewarded 
for getting new ag members (who joined 
in 2018) involved in the work county Farm 
Bureaus are doing.

County Farm Bureaus will receive $20 for 

each new ag member who:
• Joined as a new ag member in 2018, 
• Participates in Farm Bureau events or 

activities, and
• Renews their membership in 2019.

Another component of the “Just Ask” 
Campaign is an incentive to be a part of the 
Farm Bureau “Producers Club.”

County Farm Bureau members that recruit:
• Two or more new members by April 1 will 

receive a pair of Farm Bureau work gloves,
• Five or more new members by May 1 will 

receive a personalized Farm Bureau steel 
sign,

• Ten or more new members by Aug. 1 will 
receive a personalized Farm Bureau jacket.

Century Club Grants
This is the second year of the Century Club 

2019 NEBRASKA FFA CONVENTION – APRIL 3-5

For the 91st annual Nebraska FFA State Convention, thousands of FFA students 
from across the state blanketed Pinnacle Bank Arena and the Railyard in 
downtown Lincoln.

Nebraska Farm Bureau continued the tradition of hosting “Corduroy at the 
Cube,” where FFA members can relax and have fun. The Axtell FFA chapter had 
a great time line dancing while listening to the DJ. 

As a sponsor of the Nebraska State FFA Convention, Nebraska Farm Bureau had a booth in the trade show area of the Pinnacle Bank Arena. FFA members stopped by 
to talk about how to become a member of Nebraska Farm Bureau, received a pair of "I  Agriculture" Farm Bureau socks, enjoyed "Corduroy at the Cube," and just took 
a break in the Farm Bureau lounge. Here are a few pictures from the week's events.

Students from the Newman Grove FFA chapter take a minute to relax during the tradeshow at the Farm Bureau booth 
during the 91st Nebraska FFA State Convention.

Five hundred "I  Agriculture" Farm 
Bureau socks were given away and 
were a huge hit with the students at 
the annual FFA convention.

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve Nelson and Sen. Robert Clements from 
District 2 have breakfast with FFA students at the Legislative Breakfast.

The Crawford FFA chapter stopped by the booth to donate $2,559 for the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund.

Phil Erdman, NEFB vice president of membership, leads an ag trivia challenge, 
where 375 FFA members worked with their State Senator to find the answers at 
the FFA Legislative Breakfast on April 4.

Hooping it up during "Corduroy at the Cube" sponsored by Nebraska Farm Bureau 
at the Nebraska FFA Convention.

Grant Program. Each year NEFB has awarded 
10 grants to help county Farm Bureaus have 
the resources they need for a specific project or 
goal. Applications were due on March 31. This 
year’s recipients are: Blaine, Boyd, Cheyenne, 
Harlan/Furnas, Keith, Knox, McPherson, 
Pawnee, Thayer and Wayne counties.

“Finally, we cannot send you out to do the 
work without the resources to do the job 
well,” Erdman said. “Each county has received 
200 tri-fold brochures with your county Farm 
Bureau logo, dues amount and membership 
application, and agriculture’s economic and 
educational impact for each county to help you 
make the case of the value of membership.”

(Please contact the Membership Department 
at (402) 421-4466 if you have questions about 
the “Just Ask” incentives or to report the names 
of the members you have recruited.)

County Farm Bureau sample brochure.
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Hay Donations Roll in from Across Nebraska and the Country 
With feed washed away and livestock 

stranded and starving because of historic 
floods, the call for help was immediate. It’s 
a call Ty Fickenscher of Axtell didn’t hesitate 
to answer.

“I guess we really didn’t think much about 
it. We had to make a trip up north and we 
just thought it would be a good time to get 
a load up for people who are needing help 
up along the affected areas in the northeast 
part of the state,” Fickenscher said.

Fickenscher is a member of Kearney/
Franklin County Farm Bureau. He and his 
wife started Upward Ag Systems, a full-
service agricultural technology, custom 
application and trucking company. After 
the storms and flooding, the need for hay 
to feed livestock in affected areas was 
substantial. Farmers near Elmer and Axtell 
had hay to donate but needed a way to get 
it there. That’s where Fickenscher came in. 
He offered up his company’s trucks, and 
they dropped two loads of nearly 40 bales 
of hay in the Columbus area. It’s a lifeline 
farmer desperately need.

“I know the load I took up, obviously 
they’re very appreciative, they were still 

worn down from the recent activities, 
but they’re just trying to make the best of 
a bad situation. When our driver got up 
there today, he said they are just besides 
themselves with appreciation, so it’s just 
really a need and there is a lot of need to be 
filled,” Fickenscher said.

Fickenscher is just one of many to step up 
and help. Hay, feed and fencing supplies poured 
in from South Carolina, Louisiana, Iowa, Texas 
and many other places across the country. 
Custer County Farm Bureau, Cheyenne 
County Farm Bureau and many others 
organized hay and feed donations. In Curtis, 
Frontier County Farm Bureau partnered with 
Middle Republican NRD to gather donations 
and deliver them a drop point in O’Neill. A 
Eustis-Farnam Girl Scout Troop used earnings 
to buy and donate food and supplies for 
animals. Donations to the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Disaster Relief Fund have helped 
farmers, ranchers and rural communities buy 
fencing supplies, feed for livestock, diesel fuel 
to run equipment and much more.

Small but powerful gestures to show 
exactly what Nebraska Strong means. It’s 
things Fickenscher says he doesn’t want 

credit for, he just simply did what anyone 
would do to help a neighbor. 

“You know, I guess it was just one of those 
things that we knew people needed some 
help and I guess if we ever find ourselves 
in a situation, the people in the great state 

of Nebraska are going to turn around and 
return the favor, so kind of just doing our part 
to help where we can,” Fickenscher said.

If you would like to help those in need, 
donate to the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Disaster Relief Fund at www.nefb.org/disaster.

More than 100-Year-Old Family Farm Destroyed by Flood

Staring out across what was once a lush, 
well-cared-for farmyard that is now a watery 
wasteland, Willard Ruzicka of Verdigre 
relives the last moments on his family’s farm 
before it was destroyed. 

“We just ran. We had so many things we 
needed to do, but you just run. That’s all 
you could do, you just run away,” Willard 
Ruzicka said.

With little warning in the early morning 
of March 14, Willard Ruzicka and his family 
did all they could to try to save their cattle 
and farm equipment before outrunning an 
11-foot wall of water filled with massive ice 

chunks. The Spencer Dam on the Niobrara 
River had broken nearly 30 miles away. 
Willard Ruzicka didn’t want to leave his 
home of 74 years, but he finally jumped into 
a pickup and drove through nearly two feet 
of water to get away.

Even with the help of neighbors, the 
Ruzickas couldn’t save everything. 

“I got to the top of the hill over there, and I 
turned around and looked back and it looked 
like an ocean. I sat there on the hill looking 
at it, and I just started bawling. I mean I just 
started bawling. Then my mom came up in a 
pickup, and I said, ‘Mom, our house has water 
up to the eaves,’” Anthony Ruzicka said.

Willard Ruzicka’s son and fifth-generation 
farmer Anthony Ruzicka barely recognizes 
the farm he grew up on. Pipe fencing he built 
with his own hands is now mangled. Barns and 
sheds that held a lifetime’s supply of tools and 
memories are demolished. The 100-year-old 
house still stands but is unlivable. 

“The kitchen is on this corner and that 
took the brunt of the initial hit. It busted out 
the window, and it was half full of ice, mind 
you. I’ve never seen anything like it in my 
life,” Anthony Ruzicka said.

Furniture was knocked around when 
water rushed into the house. The water 
burst out the back of the house, ripping 
a hole in the wall. A waterline as high as 
three feet can be seen on the wall. And nice 
carpet it now the color of mud.

As if walking through the house wasn’t 
emotional enough for the Ruzickas, seeing 
an empty calf barn is heartbreaking for 
Anthony Ruzicka. In the midst of calving 
season, he was looking forward to caring for 
calves in the new barn he spent the previous 
year building. Instead, he is left to rely on 
neighbors to watch over his herd while he 
cleans up the devastation.  

“Our cow herd is so messed up right now. 

I couldn’t even tell you what we lost and 
what we haven’t lost. What has calves and 
what doesn’t have calves. I could show you 
my calving book. I keep track of it,” he said.

In addition to their barns, sheds and 
equipment being swept away, the Ruzickas 
lost all their bulls and several cows and 
calves. A tragic loss for a family who cared 
so deeply for their animals and the land they 
love. But what they didn’t lose is each other. 

In the days following the tragedy, friends, 
neighbors and volunteers arrived at the 
Ruzicka farm rea dy to help. They’re finding 
tools and equipment that can hopefully be 
salvaged. Local students on spring break 
volunteered time to help clean up. They 
pulled old photos from the mud and found 

a 25th anniversary keepsake, along with 
many more personal mementoes that were 
thought to be gone. Little memories of 
the life before for which Anthony Ruzicka 
cannot express enough gratitude.

“Thank you to everyone involved. I don’t 
know how to thank everybody. I just want 
to hug everyone. There’re not handshakes 
anymore its hugs,” Anthony Ruzicka said. 

It will take days, weeks, months, maybe 
even longer to recover, but walking away is 
something the Ruzickas aren’t ready to do. 

“You want to quit, but I’m not going to 
quit. We weren’t fancy people. We’re not 
rich people. We liked it out here and that’s 
just the way it is, and I’m not giving up,” 
Willard Ruzicka said.

Sherman County Farmer Watches Cattle Float Away in Flood

“At first there was only one cow we 
found alive.”

Mike Kaminski started documenting right 
away because he knew the loss would be 
tremendous, and he didn’t know what he 
would be able to find, if anything. 

Less than 48 hours before finding the 
first of only three live cows, a massive flood 
washed away all the other cow-calf pairs 
that had been in one of his pens. What used 
to be a lush, dry and perfect place for cow-
calf pairs is now a wasteland of sand and 
tree trunks.

“It was absolutely the most humbling thing, 
knowing that you had absolutely no power 
to do what you wanted to do. You couldn’t 
come out and save them,” Kaminski said.

In the middle of calving season, this was 
the pen where Kaminski would put the 
new mothers after giving birth. A dry, sandy 

place where, in all the years Kaminski and his 
family have been on this land, had never seen 
standing water, even after major rain events.

“We’ve never had water here. My dad has 
farmed here for 46 years. He’s never seen 
water here. If we had ever seen water here, 
we would not have exposed our animals 
to it. The problem was that with all of our 
grounds being frozen, all the water had to 
come some place,” Kaminski said.

Kaminski’s cattle, along with his father’s, 
became isolated by water in the overnight 
hours of March 13. Throughout the day, 
Kaminski watched the water rise and knew 
he had to do something. He opened gates, 
cut wires and walked cattle and calves 
through knee deep water, trying to save 
as many as he could and making calculated 
decisions with changing information. But 
there was no way he could have predicted 
what happened next.

“The channel of the river basically started 
coming across our property; it brought all 
the ice. You could hear like a train coming 
off the tracks. You could hear the noise in 
the background, like a thunder or a rumble 
coming across. At that point, we looked 
down. The cows were running into the 
water. I’ve never heard cows bellow like 
that. It wasn’t a normal sound. It was panic 
that they were in. It was absolutely heart 
wrenching to see it happen. I think that 
most people who have cattle, they kind 
of consider them an extension of their 
family. You take care of them. You keep 
them in good health. And when something 
like that happens to them, it’s pretty sad,” 
Kaminski said.

To make matters worse, a blizzard hit 
Kaminski’s farm that night. Now, he had 
to make sure the cattle and calves that 
didn’t get washed away wouldn’t freeze in 
the night. The next day, about a foot of ice 
covered the ground, and Kaminski didn’t 
initially find any animals, dead or alive.

“Two days later the ice melted, and then 
we came in and started finding animals that 
were laying underneath that ice. Some things 
you wish you couldn’t see or find. That’s one 
of them,” Kaminski said.

Although it is difficult for Kaminski to 
bear, he said that in the grand scheme of 
everything, it was good he found some of 
the dead livestock and was able to document 
what happened.

The storm created another continuing 
hazard: mud. With fencing washed away 
and limited space to pen cattle who are 
having babies, Kaminski and his family had to 
monitor livestock. They had to quickly get 
new calves out of the mud and move them 
to dry areas. His driest area had been under 
water just days earlier. 

“We brought the vet down to see the 
animals that had perished. He was walking by 
our lots. We were bedding lots down twice 
a day to keep calves dry. He said, ‘Mike, get 
your cattle back down there. You’re working 
on a second disaster,'” Kaminski said.

Kaminski wasn’t sure about moving new 
cattle into an area where he had just lost 
several pairs, but he had no choice.

“How quick the turnaround time is. You 
get shot in the head, and three days later the 
same place that caused you all your grief and 
anguish is your salvation. You are so gun-shy 

about turning cows back down here after 
what happened, and then you realize that is 
your best solution to keep the rest of your 
herd healthy,” he said.

Weeks after the storm and flood, 
Kaminski’s farm is still wet, but the family 
is making it work with the help of friends, 
extended family and perfect strangers. A 
semitrailer load of hay was donated, and the 
Kaminskis have received fencing supplies to 
start rebuilding pens and paddocks that 
took over a decade to establish. Replacing 
the genetics lost when his cattle died is 
another story. One Kaminski hasn’t f igured 
out the ending to, but he’s ready to press 
on. But even he admits, he can’t do it 
without help. 

“My wife and I talked. We are not public 
people. I don’t have Facebook. We decided 
to do this because we needed to tell people 
what happened. I know that everybody 
else in the state of Nebraska is struggling 
with something. We don’t want Sherman 
County to be forgotten about because 
nobody spoke out and said this is what 
happened here,” Kaminski said.

How the 2019 Flood Happened
Floods that devastated Nebraska and 

caused billions of dollars of damage were 
the result of a historic series of weather 
events, bringing together rain, snow and 
frozen ground.

The “bomb cyclone” of March 12-14 brought 
a massive, moisture-filled low-pressure system 
across the Midwest, with Nebraska caught 
right in the middle. Blizzard conditions brought 
a foot to 1 1/2 feet of snow to some parts 
of western Nebraska, plus much of the state 
received varying amounts of rain.

David Pearson, a hydrologist with 

the National Weather Service in Valley, 
explained that a “bomb cyclone” is a unique 
and strong low-pressure system. It rapidly 
grew stronger in mid-March and produced 
a large amount of snow and rain, which fell 
on already frozen ground. Then it warmed 
up, bringing torrential rains that fell across 
a multi-state area, including central/eastern 
Nebraska, southeast South Dakota and 
northwest Iowa. With no ability to soak 
into frozen ground, the water poured into 
rivers, streams and low-lying areas causing 
historic flooding.

In the middle of calving season, Mike Kaminski brought his cattle to higher ground to 
protect them from approaching flood waters. He could do nothing but watch as flood 
water took over a typically dry, sandy place, which has never seen standing water. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund 
Helping Farmers, Ranchers and Rural Communities

“The kindness and generosity of people across 
Nebraska and the United States is humbling, as close 
to $1.7 million has been collected for the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund, with 100 percent 
of funds raised going to farmers, ranchers and rural 
community residents in need of assistance,” said 
Steve Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau president. 
The fund was established by the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit, 
so donations meet the criteria for qualified charitable 
contributions for tax purposes. 

“The response to this fund is overwhelming. For us 
to continue to rebuild our farms, ranches and rural 
communities, it will take patience and perseverance to 
get through the magnitude of the loss and destruction 
in Nebraska. We have seen requests for aid come 
into the Disaster Relief Fund totaling more than what 
we currently have in the fund. The amount we have 
raised doesn’t meet the assistance already requested, 
and additional applications are received each day,” 
Nelson said.

In Nebraska, 74 cities, 65 counties and four tribal 
areas have declared states of emergency. The cost of 
the damage has surpassed $1.3 billion, state officials 
said. This includes $449 million in damage to roads, 
levees and other infrastructure; $440 million in crop 
losses; and $400 million in cattle losses.

“Both the amount donated and the number and total 
dollar amount of requests for aid are changing daily. 
When we first started the fund, the immediate need 
in rural areas was water, food, shelter and medicine 
for people and animals. As health and safety situations 
stabilize, other needs have emerged, including clearing 

flood debris from pastures, fields and homes; rebuilding 
fences to protect livestock; paying for extra fuel to 
deliver hay to stranded cattle; and helping to restore 
fresh water to residents and animals in places like Boyd 
County,” said Megahn Schafer, executive director of 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation.

The need for assistance both short term and long 
term continues to grow. Each day there are different 
requests, and the Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster 
Relief Fund stands ready to help farmers, ranchers 
and rural communities to make Nebraska stronger.

“Nebraska is a special place with special people. 
Many of our friends and neighbors across the state 
are suffering. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
those who have been impacted by the recent 
blizzard and massive flooding events. The repairs and 
recovery from this disaster will take a huge amount 
of resources. Early relief fund distributions were 
made to meet immediate and emergency needs for 
farmers, ranchers, and rural families. The next step 
is to provide support for intermediate and long-term 
recovery efforts in areas where there are gaps in 
availability of insurance coverage and government 
assistance,” Nelson said. 

We continue to seek financial donations to meet 
the growing aid requests coming into the Disaster 
Relief Fund, Schafer said. 

“Every dollar counts. When we all give, we come 
together as one community, making Nebraska 
stronger. Please visit www.nefb.org/disaster to learn 
more about the Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster 
Relief Fund and how you can join in supporting the 
clean-up and rebuilding efforts,” Schafer said. 

Anthony (left) and Willard Ruzicka 
rely on support from each other to get 
through the flood and ice that destroyed 
their 100-year-old family farm near 
Verdigre. They have so many people to 
thank for the help they have received 
since the disaster hit in mid-March.

An 11-foot wall of water filled with massive ice chunks flowed down the Niobrara 
River after the Spencer Dam failed. Hugh chucks of ice the size of dump trucks tore 
through the Ruzicka farm, leaving a path of destruction.

Hay, feed and fencing supplies were much needed items as farmers and ranchers 
began to assess the damage from the historic flood. Help and supplies poured in 
from local County Farm Bureaus, area farmers, and all over the country from 
places like South Carolina, Louisiana, Iowa, Texas and Michigan.

Mike Kaminski's cattle were found 
isolated by water in the overnight 
hours of March 13. Throughout the 
day, Kaminski watched the water rise 
and knew he had to do something. He 
opened gates, cut wires and walked 
cattle and calves through knee deep 
water, trying to save as many as he 
could and making calculated decisions 
with changing information.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund is making a 
difference by working with those affected by the recent floods 
and blizzards that hit Nebraska. The fund will help pay for things 
like roads to homes and farms that were washed away. The 
92-year-old woman who lived on this farm in Dodge County had 
to be rescued. The road leading to her farm from the County 
Road J near Winslow was completely washed out!

A bill that is aimed at providing 
disaster assistance to those impacted by 
hurricanes in the Southeast, as well as the 
recent flooding in Nebraska, Iowa and 
Missouri, is currently stalled in the Senate. 
The House, which passed the package 
earlier in the year, is looking to offer 
another similar package with hopes it will 
eliminate some of the political problems 
currently facing the original package. 

Both packages offer a variety of 
assistance to farmers and ranchers, 
however, how those programs will exactly 

work will be up to USDA. Both legislative 
vehicles provide roughly $3 billion 
for USDA’s Wildfires and Hurricanes 
Indemnity Program that will be expanded 
to include losses due to flooding. 
Legislators are also trying to work out a 
fix to cover losses of on-farm stored grain 
that largely remains uncovered by any 
USDA or private insurance product. The 
future of any disaster relief package will 
likely be determined following Congress’ 
two-week work period, which  wraps up 
at the end of April.

By Cassie Hoebelheinrich By Cassie Hoebelheinrich
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  USDA Offers Resources for Farmers, Ranchers and 
Communities Affected by Recent Disaster
Nebraska Farm Bureau News sat down with Bobbie Kriz-Wickham, public affairs and outreach coordinator for USDA's Farm Service Agency in Nebraska. Here, she talks about a list of 
federal programs available to those individuals who have been impacted by the historic flooding and blizzard that hit Nebraska. For additional information please go to www.fsa.usda.gov/ne.

Q1. Whether we’re talking about USDA 
programs for livestock or crops, what is the first 
point of contact for farmers and ranchers wanting 
to find out if they qualify for federal disaster 
assistance programs?

A. Producers always should begin by contacting their 
county Farm Service Agency office. Since not everyone 
may be familiar with their office, producers can find 
that contact information by typing offices.usda.gov into 
their internet browser. This pulls up a clickable map that 
includes the phone number and physical address of each 
office in the state. Nebraska FSA has 71 county offices. Of 
note, at offices.usda.gov producers also can find contact 
information for other USDA partner agencies, including 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
Rural Development. FSA and NRCS are co-located in most 
service centers across the state.

 

Q2. For cattle producers who saw losses of 
adult cows and bulls, as well as calves, are there 
programs available to at least partially cover those 
losses?  

A. Producers with livestock losses should inquire about 
the Livestock Indemnity Program, or LIP. This program 
provides financial assistance for livestock losses above 
normal mortality rates. USDA sets a national payment rate 
per head based on average fair market value, and that rate 
varies by livestock and by livestock type/size. For example, 
there are different rates for cows and bulls versus calves 
and yearlings. The 2019 payment rate for an adult cow is 
$916.87, for bulls $1,191.93. For a calf between 400 and 799 
pounds, it is $661.19. 

It’s important to note that a variety of livestock are 
covered through LIP, including swine and chickens. The 
losses must be attributable to a qualifying disaster event, 
and this can include flooding and blizzards. 

Q3. What is the signup date for LIP and what will 
livestock producers need to do to sign up?

A. There are various parts to the LIP application process, 
with different deadlines attached to those parts. The most 
important thing for livestock producers to know right now 
is that to establish initial eligibility for LIP, livestock owners 
must file a Notice of Loss with their county FSA office within 
30 days of when the livestock losses become apparent. That 
30-day window is the normal timeline. 

However, Nebraska producers have faced some 
abnormal, extreme weather conditions since the beginning 
of the year. This includes extended, extreme cold combined 
with abnormal precipitation through January, February and 
early March, as well as the March flooding and blizzard 
conditions. Because of these combined circumstances, 
Nebraska producers have until April 29 to submit Notices of 
Loss to their county FSA office for livestock losses suffered 
in January, February and March.

 
Q4. Do programs exist for those who lost hay 

and feed supplies? What about damage to on-farm 
stored grain? 

A. The program that has been discussed publicly to 
address lost hay and feed supplies is the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program, or ELAP. The ELAP program provides financial 
assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and 
farm-raised fish, as the name indicates, for losses due to an 
adverse weather event. 

In Nebraska’s current situation, this program was discussed 
as a tool to financially assist producers for hay and other 
feedstuffs destroyed due to the flooding. However, at this time, 
Nebraska FSA is uncertain whether ELAP, as implemented 
through existing program regulations, will be applicable to 
the March flooding incident. The program regulations have a 
payment structure that is based around “grazing days lost for 

eligible livestock.” Because the flood event occurred during a 
time when Nebraska cattle were not actively grazing, there is 
not a way to calculate “grazing days lost.”

Nebraska FSA is looking into this program issue.
As far as damage to on-farm stored grain, we really 

don’t have any program that is applicable for those losses, 
unfortunately. 

Q5. What program(s) exist for farmers and 
ranchers who lost fencing?

A. The Emergency Conservation Program, or ECP, is 
a cost-share program that can assist producers through 
reimbursement of expenses associated with fence 
restoration or repair. This program is initiated at the county 
FSA level, and once approved, offices can begin accepting 
applications. Currently, there are 47 Nebraska counties 
approved for ECP, generally including the counties most 
impacted by the early March flooding and blizzard.

A producer who wants to access this cost-share option 
must contact their county FSA office about the program 
before starting restoration/repair work. FSA cannot cost-
share on repairs that are initiated before application approval.

 Q6. What do they need to know about the ECP 
process and how do to sign up?

A. Once a county is approved for ECP, it will establish a 
60-day sign-up period. Most of the 47 approved counties 
already have started sign-up, with deadlines generally in late 
May, but producers should check locally for timeline details. 

As with any government program, there is paperwork 
and a process involved, and for ECP in particular there 
are required inspections, as well as environmental and 
cultural consultations required under the federal National 
Environmental Policy Act. However, specifically for 
fence work and debris removal that will not have ground 
disturbance below the plow line and that is designed to 
return a field or pasture to pre-disaster event condition, FSA 
has put in place a streamlined inspection and environmental 
and cultural consultation process. The 30-day consultation 
window that producers may have heard about associated 
with ECP most likely will not be applicable for basic fence 
repair situations.

When producers come in for an initial appointment, they 
should be prepared to show the location of the damaged/
destroyed fence on a map, have an idea of the type of/
amount of equipment/materials needed to make the repair 
(how many linear feet of fence is damaged/destroyed, for 
example) and when they want to start repairs.

With this information available at an initial appointment, 
county FSA offices should be able to proceed fairly quickly 
with an ECP fence repair application and get the producer 
approved to move forward.

Once approved and they begin the work, producers will 
need to maintain any bills and receipts associated with the 
work, along with documentation of payment, so FSA can 
later validate the cost-share reimbursement.

Q7. Is there any assistance available for farmers 
with new excess sand on their fields due to flooding? 
What will farmers need to do to sign up?

A. The Emergency Conservation Program, or ECP, also 
is the applicable program tool for excess sand removal. 
As noted for fence repair in the previous example, debris 
removal (such as excess sand, dead timber, et cetera) 
is an approved ECP practice in the 47 counties currently 
authorized for this program. 

Also, as in the previous example, FSA has put in place 
a streamlined inspection and environmental and cultural 
consultation process for basic debris removal under an ECP 
contract, as long as that debris removal will not have ground 
disturbance below the plow line and is designed to return a 
field or pasture to pre-disaster event condition. Again, the 
30-day consultation window that producers may have heard 
about associated with ECP most likely will not be applicable 
for basic debris removal situations.

When producers come in for an initial appointment, 
they should be prepared to show the location of the debris 
removal needs on a map, have an idea of the type of/amount 
of equipment/materials needed to remove the debris (what 
type of equipment will be used and how many hours they 
estimate the removal process will take) and when they want 
to start repairs.

Again, with this information available at an initial 
appointment, county FSA offices should be able to proceed 
fairly quickly with an ECP debris removal application and 

get the producer approved to move forward. Also, as with 
the previous example, once approved for debris removal 
and they begin the work, producers will need to maintain 
any bills and receipts associated with the work.

Q8. Will farmers and ranchers be able to fix new 
erosion features created by the flooding?

A. Producers with significant field damage, such as 
new gullies formed and terraces washed out, also can 
apply for cost-share assistance for repair work through 
the Emergency Conservation Program. For these types 
of more extensive repair - where land grading, shaping 
and releveling may be needed or conservation structures 
may need to be rebuilt – the ECP application process is 
more intensive. Pre-inspection will be required, and the 
environmental and cultural consultation process will most 
likely take more time – potentially as much as 30 days due 
to required notif ication timelines.

While the application process for this type of ECP work is 
more detailed, producers with an interest in ECP cost-share 
are encouraged to contact their county FSA office about 
program parameters before they decide the program is not 
for them and before they start any repair work. Depending 
on the circumstances, producers can have more than one 
ECP application, allowing them to move ahead with cost-
share work on one practice, while an application for another 
practice is being processed. 

Incidentally, producers have asked county FSA offices about 
ECP funding levels. Nebraska FSA office staff are focused 
on assisting producers with successful ECP applications so 
that those producers are positioned to receive cost-share 
assistance whenever that funding becomes available. 

Q9. There has been a lot of questions about ECP 
funding availability will there be any?

A. Our staff is really focused on getting producers 
through a successful application process for ECP so that 
they are set up to be able to access those funds when they 
become available. 

Q10. For those farmers who will be unable to 
plant this year, what options are available to them?

A. Prevented planting provisions in crop insurance 
policies can provide valuable coverage for producers when 
circumstances, such as the severe flooding Nebraska has 
faced, keep producers from planting their crops. Crop 
insurance is handled by the USDA Risk Management Agency 
through approved insurance providers. Nebraska Farm 
Service Agency does not have a role in prevented planting 
determinations associated with policy indemnity on crops 
for which there is RMA crop insurance availability.

Generally speaking, there is a final planting date, as well 
as a late planting period, that can vary by crop and by 
location. If producers cannot get their crop planted either 
during the planting period or during the late planting period, 
they may choose to plant after the late planting period, 
leave the acreage idle, plant a cover crop or plant a second 
crop. There are different decision points associated with 
each of these options. Eligibility for prevented planting is 
determined on a case-by-case basis, and producers should 
maintain contact with their crop insurance agent regarding 
their policy provisions and final planting dates. You can find 
an article on prevented planting and floods at www.rma.
usda.gov under “Flooding.”

Nebraska Farm Service Agency county offices do 
want farmers to report prevented planting acres as this 
information is an important part of a farm’s planting history 
that can be a part of FSA farm program implementation. 
Prevented planting reports should be submitted to FSA 
within 15 days of the final planting date for the crop.

Agriculture Property Rights Measure Clears First Hurdle
A bill to further clarify and expand farm 

and ranch property rights protections 
advanced on first round floor debate 
Wednesday, April 10, but only after 
supporters and opponents to the measure 
agreed to continue to work on the bill before 
it returns for a second round of legislative 
debate. LB 227 was introduced by the 
Legislature’s Natural Resources Committee 
Chairman, Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango, at 
the request of Nebraska Farm Bureau and 
other agriculture groups. The bill would 
modify Nebraska’s “Right to Farm” statutes.

“Historically, Right to Farm laws are meant 
to protect farms and ranches from someone 

moving into the neighborhood and filing a 
lawsuit against the operation because they 
don’t like the dust, odor, smell, noise or other 
agriculture-related realities of living in an 
agricultural area,” said Ansley Mick, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau state director of governmental 
relations. “LB 227 would ensure these 
nuisance-related property right protections 
would continue for farms and ranches in the 
event the farmer or rancher wants to make 
changes to their operation, even after new 
neighbors have moved in.”

As the bill stands after first round debate, 
farmers would have extended nuisance 
protections should the farm or ranch change 

from one type of operation to another, 
experience a change in ownership or size, 
enroll in or stop participating in a government 
program, or adopt new technologies. An 
amendment adopted during floor debate 
clarified the nuisance protections wouldn’t be 
automatically granted but would stand provided 
the operation isn’t found to be a nuisance within 
two years of making any of the above changes. 
The bill would also clarify that for an agricultural 
operation to be provided nuisance protections, 
it must employ reasonable techniques to 
mitigate things which could be considered a 
nuisance, such as dust, noise, insects and odors. 
In addition, the operation would need to follow 

all applicable laws and regulations, including any 
zoning regulations.

“To stay viable, our members need to 
have the flexibility to make investments and 
changes in their operations. In some cases, 
that means being able to add livestock to 
their operation so they can bring their son or 
daughter home to the farm. We believe they 
should be able to do that without being fearful 
of nuisance suits that have been successfully 
used against farmers in other states. LB 227 is 
critical to offering that protection,” said Mick.

Passage of LB 227 in one of Nebraska 
Farm Bureau’s top priorities for the 2019 
legislative session.

Despite being two-thirds of the way 
through the 2019 legislative session, state 
lawmakers still have much work to do 
on some of the biggest issues impacting 
Nebraska farm and ranch families. At this 
stage of the session, only bills designated 
as priorities by senators, committees, and 
the Speaker of the Legislature will have the 
opportunity to be debated and advanced. 
Here’s a rundown of where things stand on 
a handful of key bills. 

A Break on Bonding
A bill to lower the value of agricultural 

land for purposes of paying the principle 
and interest on K-12 school bonds is making 
its way through the Legislature. Agricultural 
land would be lowered from 75 percent 
of market value to 50 percent under a bill 
introduced and prioritized by Sen. Tom 
Briese. The bill originally sought to lower 
the value of agricultural land to one percent 
but was amended to 50 percent during first 
round floor debate. Agriculture landowners 
often represent a large majority of the 
tax base responsible for paying off rural 
school bonds but have a minority voice in 
determining the outcome of school bond 

measures. LB 183 would seek to bring 
greater equity into school bond repayment. 
The Farm Bureau-supported bill awaits 
second round floor debate.  

Lowering Personal Property Taxes 
A measure that would offer a permanent 

fix so Nebraskans wouldn’t pay higher 
personal property taxes as a result of 
changes in federal tax law is headed for 
second round legislative debate. Senators 
gave first-round approval to LB 663 on 
April 11. Introduced and prioritized by Sen. 
Curt Friesen, the bill changes the method 
for calculating Nebraska-adjusted basis for 
"like-kind exchanges" of similar depreciable 
personal property. In a real-world example, if 
a new combine cost $400,000 and the trade-
in value of the combine is $300,000, the 
combine would have a tax basis of $100,000 
under LB 663. Without the bill, the combine 
would be taxed at $400,000. Nebraska Farm 
Bureau is supporting LB 663. 

Valuing Ag Land on Productivity
A bill offered by Sen. Steve Erdman of 

Bayard to change the way agricultural land 
is valued is on hold after the bill failed to 
advance on first round floor debate. Sen. 
Erdman’s LB 483 would change the valuation 
of agricultural land from a system based on 
comparable sales to a productivity/income 
capitalization approach. It’s uncertain if the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau-supported bill will 
be debated further this session. Generally, 
the Speaker of the Legislature won’t 
reschedule bills for further floor debate 
unless the bill’s introducer can demonstrate 
33 votes in support of the measure, enough 
votes to end a filibuster. 

Hemp Happening?
The Legislature gave first round approval 

to Sen. Justin Wayne’s LB 657 April 15. 
The bill authorizes the growing, processing, 
and handling of industrial hemp under 

regulation of the Nebraska Department 
of Agriculture and provides the authority 
necessary for the department to prepare 
and implement a state plan for purposes of 
the hemp provisions of the 2018 Farm Bill. 
The committee-amended version of the 
bill adopted by senators also temporarily 
expands participation in the hemp 
research pilot program to authorize wider 
participation for the 2019 growing season. 
The Hemp Commission would also be 
reorganized as a hemp checkoff program 
under the measure. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
supports LB 657. Sen. Tom Brandt of 
Plymouth prioritized the bill.  

A “Win” for Taxpayers
Local government entities will have to 

hold a public hearing and vote to collect 
additional property taxes generated by 
valuation increases under a bill passed by 
the Legislature and signed by the Governor. 
Under previous law, local governments 
could take windfall increases in property 
taxes resulting from increases in property 
valuations without gathering input from 
the public or voting to do so. LB 103 was 
introduced by Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of 
Elkhorn. The new requirements will apply to 
community colleges, counties, educational 
service units, learning communities, 
municipalities, natural resources districts, 
sanitary and improvement districts, and 
school districts. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
supported the bill.

Clock Ticking on Property Tax Legislative Fix
State lawmakers are not only wrestling 

with competing ideas on how to deliver 
property tax relief, but also are battling 
the clock as April 18 marked day 62 of the 
Nebraska Legislature’s 90-day session. That 
leaves a short, 28-day window for action on 
a tax relief measure, which, at the time of this 
writing, still requires the Legislature’s Revenue 
Committee to advance a bill, and then the full 
Legislature to advance what will most likely 
be a controversial tax relief measure through 
three rounds of floor debate. The governor 
has made it clear that any bill that generates 
new revenues to offset and replace property 
tax reductions will face a gubernatorial veto, 
ensuring that senators will have to rally 30 
votes for an override, even if they successfully 
advance a bill.

“There’s time for the Legislature to deliver 
the meaningful property tax relief that rural 
and urban Nebraskans are seeking, but 
we’re rapidly moving to a critical juncture in 
the Revenue Committee hammering out a 
compromise and getting a bill to the floor,” 
said Bruce Rieker, Nebraska Farm Bureau 
vice-president of governmental relations.

The Legislature’s Revenue Committee has 
met several times in executive committee 
since early March to craft a tax relief 
package but has yet to reach agreement on 
a proposal. A joint hearing with members 
of the Revenue, Education, and Retirement 
Systems Committees on April 24 to get 
feedback on one proposal being discussed, 

but that measure has already drawn 
concern from rural senators on the Revenue 
Committee that the proposal (LB 289) falls 
short of delivering adequate property tax 
relief for agriculture and rural Nebraska. 

“We’re in a very fluid situation right 
now as the Revenue Committee examines 
different combinations of ideas that must 
answer how much property tax relief 
should be provided, how that relief would 
be delivered, and then, last but certainly 
not least, how to pay for that property tax 
relief,” said Rieker.

To this point, the Revenue Committee has 
discussed raising upward of $500 million for 
property tax relief, however, that amount 
has been in flux. In terms of how to deliver 
relief, the committee has generally discussed 
the idea of lowering property values and 
boosting state funding for K-12 education, 
the largest user of property taxes. Increasing 
the state’s sales tax rate, eliminating some 
state sales tax exemptions and increasing 
the cigarette tax have been at the center of 
the committee’s discussions on how to fund 
a property tax relief package. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau’s message to the 
Revenue Committee and members of the 
Legislature on property taxes has been 
consistent from the start of the legislative 
session. According to Rieker, Farm Bureau’s 
and other agriculture organizations’ 
parameters of providing meaningful 
property tax relief involve:

1. Proving property tax relief for all property 
owners, including owners of residential 
property, commercial property and 
agricultural land.

2. Providing total property tax relief in the 
range of $600 million dollars per year, 
with $200 million per year being allocated 
for tax relief for owners of agricultural 
land.

3. Generating new revenue to offset 
property tax reductions. 

4. Ensuring the $600 million in new property 
tax relief would be in addition to property 
tax relief currently provided through the 
state’s Property Tax Credit Fund. 
“We’ve been pushing these parameters 

all session and continue to do so. It’s widely 

understood that if the state is going to 
lower property taxes in a meaningful way, 
i.e. in the range of $500 to $600 million, the 
Legislature will need to generate revenues to 
offset property tax reductions. That’s why 
the Legislature’s Revenue Committee and 
many other senators are open to discussing 
the adjustments to the state’s sales tax 
rate and looking at eliminating exemptions. 
That’s what it’s going to take,” said Rieker. 
“Nebraska Farm Bureau is supportive of 
those types of actions. Between the slowed 
agriculture economy and the damage from 
the recent storms, Nebraska agriculture 
needs property tax relief this session. It’s 
time to act, and we’re doing everything we 
can to get senators to do so.” 

LEGISLATIVE HAPPENINGS
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BECOME AN AG PEN PAL TODAY!
Sign up is now open for the 2019-2020 school year. 

• Showcase and share Nebraska agriculture
• Develop a relationship with an elementary classroom in Nebraska
• Help students understand their food, fiber and fuel starts on the 

farm or ranch

Small Time Commitment – Big Impact!

Promotion & Education Training in 
Western Nebraska

Nastasha Shumacher, Northwest Region Promotion & Education Committee member 
hosted a Dinner and Discussion event at the Knight Museum and Sandhills Center in Alliance 
on March 26.  Attendees learned about communication tools and hands-on activities to 
promote agriculture in their communities. Shumacher also provided an update on the 
activity of the Promotion & Education Committee.

Natasha Shumacher leads an activity that demonstrates the amount of the 
earth’s soil that is usable for agriculture.  Farm Bureau members from Box Butte 
County, Cheyenne County, Keith County, Morrill County and Sheridan County 
were in attendance.

EVENT SPONSOR

RESERVE YOUR SPOT!
Tee up for a fun day and support  

Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
programs at the same time!

Register online at  
www.nefbfoundation.org/golf-tournament

County Fair Resources Available!
To help County Farm Bureaus plan for county fairs, the Nebraska Farm Bureau 

Foundation has compiled resources and activities to promote Nebraska agriculture 
in your communities. 
• Download the Nebraska Agriculture Fact Sheet and Event Planning Toolkit
• Order banners to display at your county fair
• Get ideas on ways to engage people at your booth

Learn more at www.nefbfoundation.org/countyfair 

The fourth issue of AgMag was delivered to the head fourth grade teacher at 
every elementary school in Nebraska. This issue of AgMag highlights Nebraska’s 

natural resources and what farmers and ranchers do to conserve them. We would 
love to hear from you if you’ve seen or heard about AgMag in your communities! 

Let us know at foundationforag@nefb.org.

www.nefbfoundation.org

 

TITLE I – Commodity Programs
• Dairy Forward Pricing Program: On March 

1, 2019, the Agricultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) published a final rule reauthorizing 
the Dairy Forward Pricing Program in the 
Federal Register.

• Class I Skim Milk Price: On March 11, 2019, 
AMS published a final rule implementing 
the Class I Skim Milk Price provision in the 
Federal Register.

• Margin Protection Program for Dairy 
(MPP-Dairy): On March 22, 2019, Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) announced that dairy 
producers who elected to participate in the 
Livestock Gross Margin for Dairy Cattle 
Program in 2018 can now retroactively 
participate in the MPP-Dairy for 2018.

• Dairy Margin Coverage Program: On 
March 28, 2019, the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) revised monthly 
price survey reports to include prices for 
high-quality alfalfa hay in the top five milk 
producing states to be utilized in the new 
Dairy Margin Coverage feed calculation.

• FSA will begin offering reimbursements to 
eligible producers for MPP-Dairy premiums 
paid between 2014-2017 by May 1.

• The Office of the Chief Economist has 
entered into an agreement with the 
University of Wisconsin to develop a 
Dairy Margin Coverage decision tool that 
will be available to producers by May 1.

• FSA will open sign-up for the new Dairy 
Margin Coverage Program beginning June 
17, providing coverage retroactive to 
January 1, 2019, with applicable payments 
following soon after enrollment.

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP): 
On April 4, 2019, FSA announced several 
changes to ECP as provided by the 2018 
Farm Bill, including increasing the payment 
limit from $200,000 per person or legal 
entity per natural event to $500,000.

• On April 4, 2019, FSA announced that 
socially disadvantaged and beginning 
farmers or ranchers are now eligible for 
up to 90 percent ECP cost share of their 
total allowable cost.

• Noninsurance Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP): On April 8, 2019, FSA 
announced that producers now have a 

one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019, 
to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 
2020 eligible crops for which the NAP 
application closing date has passed. In 
addition, qualified military veteran farmers 
and ranchers are now eligible for a service 
fee waiver and premium reduction.

• Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL): On 
April 10, 2019, FSA announced the 2019 
Marketing Assistance Loan rates for 
wheat, feed grains, oilseeds, rice and pulse 
crops. Relative to 2018-crop MAL levels, 
the 2018 Farm Bill increased the national 
loan rates for most of these commodities 
for each of the 2019-2023 crops.

• Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs: 
FSA will open ARC/PLC elections for the 
2019 and 2020 crop years beginning in 
September 2019.

TITLE II – Conservation
• Conservation Innovation Grants: On 

March 26, 2019, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) state 
offices began publishing notices of 
funding availability for the Conservation 
Innovation Grants state competitions.

• Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program: On March 27, USDA published 
an announcement regarding the 
availability of $450 million for wetland and 
agricultural land easements that will help 
private landowners, tribes, land trusts 
and other groups wanting to restore 
and protect critical wetlands and protect 
agricultural lands and grasslands.

• Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP): On April 5, 2019, NRCS announced 
the next deadline for CSP applications to 
be raked and considered for funding this 
year is May 10, 2019. It includes higher 
payments for enhancements that include 
cover crops, resource conserving crop 
rotations, and advanced grazing.

• Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP): On April 9, 2019, 
NRCS determined that RCPP projects 
with agreements entered into prior to 
September 30, 2018, may continue to enter 
into new RCPP-CSP contracts with eligible 
producers, which will be administered 
under the new CSP authority.

• Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program: This program operates through 
a continuous signup process. Applications 
may be submitted throughout the year. 
At the state level, NRCS has periodic 
funding cutoff periods when applications 
are evaluated for selection.

TITLE III – Trade
• Agricultural Trade Promotion and 

Facilitation Funding: On February 7, 
2019, the Foreign Agriculture Service 
(FAS) allocated more than $204 million 
in Market Access Program and Foreign 
Market and Development Program.

• Food for Progress: On March 26, 2019, FAS 
announced $155 million funding opportunity 
for the Food for Progress program.

• McGovern-Dole School Feeding Program: 
On March 26, 2019, FAS announced $191 
million in a funding opportunity for the 
McGovern-Dole School Feeding Program.

• Local and Regional Food Aid Procurement: 
On March 26, 2019, FAS announced up to 
$15 million funding opportunity for Local 
and Regional Food Aid Procurement.

• Cochran Fellowship Program 2019: On 
March 26, 2019, FAS announced the 
availability of $1.8 million for the Cochran 
Fellowship Program.

TITLE V – Credit
• Modified Micro Loan Limits: On March 7, 

2019, FSA implemented a change to allow 
agricultural producers to receive both 
a $50,000 Direct Operating Microloan 
and a $50,000 Direct Farm Ownership 
Microloan. Previously, agricultural 
producers were limited to a combined 
total of $50,000.

• Increase in Percent of Guarantee for 
Beginning and Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmers: On March 7, 2019, FSA increased 
the percent for new guaranteed loans to 
any beginning or socially disadvantaged 
agricultural producer to 95 percent.

• Increased Loan Limits: On April 11, 2019, FSA 
announced that eligible agricultural producers 
have access to higher loan amounts, to better 
provide them with the credit needed during 
this period of lower market prices and 
numerous natural disasters.

TITLE X – Horticulture
• Hemp: On February 27, 2019, AMS 

issued a Notice to Trade regarding 
the hemp provisions in the Farm Bill 
and on March 13, 2019, AMS held a 
listening session on the hemp provisions 
in the Farm Bill.  The 2018 Farm Bill 
extended the 2014 Farm Bill provisions 
for hemp production by 12 months to 
allow USDA to complete the required 
rulemaking process, and USDA intends 
to issue regulations in the Fall of 2019 
in order to accommodate the 2020 
planting season.  For the 2019 planting 
season, the 2018 Farm Bill provides that 
States, Tribes, and institutions of higher 
education can continue operating under 
authorities of the 2014 Farm Bill.

TITLE XI – Crop Insurance
• Specialty Crop Insurance: On March 6, 

2019, Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
created a dedicated Specialty Crop website 
to fulfill the requirements of the 2018 Farm 
Bill. The website lists specialty crop liaisons 
by Regional Office and provides a link to 
the 2019 Specialty Crop Report as well as 
a link to archived prior reports.

• Beginning Farmer and Rancher: On March 12, 
2019, RMA implemented the new definition 
for the Whole Farm Revenue Protection 
program that extends the time for new 
beginning farmer and rancher eligibility from 
5 years to 10 years for the sales closing dates 
after the passage of the farm bill.

• Multi-County Enterprise Units: Starting 
with sales closing dates after the passage 
of the farm bill RMA is offering a new 
endorsement for farmers. Producers of 
corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, cotton, 
canola, peanuts, rice, barley, wheat, 
and sunflowers now have the option 
to combine acreage in one county that 
does not qualify for enterprise units with 
crop acreage in another county that does 
qualify. The option offers flexibility and a 
low-cost option for producers.

• Yield Cups: RMA has fully implemented 
yield cups that provide producers with 
an election to limit the decrease in actual 
production history (APH) to not more 
than 10% of the prior crop year’s APH. 
This prevents abnormally low yielding 
years from dramatically impacting a 
producers APH and stabilizes insurance 
guarantees.

2019 FFA Advisors of the Year Announced
The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 

selected two recipients of the FFA Advisor 
of the Year award. Jenny Kocian from David 
City High School and David Rocker from 
Franklin Public Schools were honored at 
the Nebraska FFA State Convention on 
Thursday, April 4, in Lincoln. The winning 
advisors received a plaque and a $1,000 
donation to their FFA chapter.

The teachers were nominated by their 
own students and chosen based upon 
their school and community involvement, 
leadership development in their classroom, 
and their ability to keep their students 
involved in agriculture.

“Both teachers are exceptional educators, 
leaders and role models for their students,” 
said Megahn Schafer, executive director of 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation. 
“Not only do these teachers go above and 
beyond for their students, they support the 
future of agriculture through encouragement 
of FFA leaders.”

Kocian is the FFA Advisor for the David City 
FFA Chapter. She makes her students a priority 
and ensures the success of her students by 
making connections with local businesses, 
farmers and cooperatives to assist students 
in any career path they choose to pursue. 

Kocian also brings speakers into the classroom 
environment to introduce students to different 
types of agriculture. Under the direction of 
Kocian, one of the biggest accomplishments 
of this year was that previous chapter officer 
Brooke Belle, was elected to the Nebraska 
FFA State Officer Team. 

Rocker has been the FFA Advisor for 
Franklin FFA Chapter for 33 years. Because 
of his dedication and leadership, the Franklin 
FFA Chapter is highly regarded in south 
central Nebraska. Rocker works with fellow 
teachers to create opportunities to teach 
young people about agriculture. Through 
various programs and activities that Rocker 
leads, Franklin Public School students learn 
about agriculture and how it is important in 
their rural communities. 

“I think every student has a talent - whether 
it’s welding, science, business or mechanical 
- things not in a normal classroom,” Rocker 
said. “In agricultural education you get 
to seek out those strengths and build the 
student’s confidence in something they can 
have success in for the rest of their lives.”

“We had a number of exceptional 
nominations this year. All of the FFA 
advisors nominated make a positive 
difference every day,” Schafer said. “They 

invest in the students who are the future 
of our great state, and we are proud to 
celebrate their service.”

The mission of the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation is to engage youth, educators, 
and the general public to promote an 

understanding of the vital importance of 
agriculture in the lives of all Nebraskans. 
The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. For more information 
about the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation, visit www.nefbfoundation.org. 

David Rocker (left) and Jenny Kocian proudly accept the FFA Advisor of the Year 
honor from Megahn Schafer, executive director for the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation (center).

Brook Temple, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation’s education specialist, 
teaches fourth graders at Aspen Elementary in Gretna how farmers and 
ranchers strive to be good stewards of the land to protect and use soil wisely 
to produce food, fiber and fuel. By the end of this school year, foundation staff 
will have presented in 120 classrooms and reached more than 2,000 students.

Students Learn About Agriculture 
Through Classroom Visits

Sign up today at

Monday, July 29, 2019
9:30 Shotgun Start

Hillcrest Country Club
Lincoln, NE
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Trade 
    matters

...to every 
   Nebraskan.

In Nebraska, we’re really good at agriculture. Nebraska is 
the nation’s #1 producer of commercial red meat and #1 in cattle 
on feed. We’re #2 in ethanol production and #3 in corn production.  

That abundance means we need markets for those products—
and since 95% of the world’s population lives outside the U.S., 
international trade is critical to our state’s economic success. 
Mexico alone buys $287 million of Nebraska corn each year—along 
with $148 million in beef from Nebraska.

Add the fact that 1 in 3 Nebraska jobs is tied to agriculture, and it’s 
pretty clear that trade matters to each and every one of us—big time.

#trademattersNebraskaCorn.gov

IT’S WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN A 
BUNCH OF 
FARMERS 
PUT THEIR 
HEADS 
TOGETHER.

There’s no denying CoAXium® Wheat Production System is the brainchild of farmers looking for a 

solution for grassy weeds. But the true success of CoAXium® came when farmers stayed involved 

to help develop, launch and test this cutting edge wheat production system. CoAXium® combines 

a non-GMO herbicide tolerance trait with Aggressor® herbicides to bring superior control of feral 

rye and downy brome including Group 2 (ALS) resistant grassy weeds. This season, we think you 

should plant CoAXium®.  Because great minds think alike.

Go to www.CoAXium.com/performance to see proof of performance.

C L E A N E R  F I E L D S .  H I G H E R  Y I E L D S . ™

© 2019 Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC.
CoAXium® and Cleaner Fields. Higher Yields™ are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC. Driven by Aggressor® Herbicides™ and Aggressor®

are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. Refer to the Aggressor® product label for complete directions and instructions. Aggressor® EPA Reg. No. 42750-313 AD030118
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PRO-TURN

X-Factor® Deck

The 10-gauge, X-Factor® Deck is fabricated from top to bottom,
providing industrial strength peace of mind.

CBT System
Our exclusive Constant Belt Tension System (CBT) ensures that belt tension
is maintained, keeping the blade tip speed and cutting results consistent.

FAIRBURY
WHEEL - N - DEAL AUTO SALES, INC.

402-729-5281
www.wheelndealauto.net

LINCOLN
YANT EQUIPMENT

800-967-1952
YantEquipment.com

OMAHA
YANT EQUIPMENT

800-747-6045
YantEquipment.com

STERLING
WUSK POWER EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

402-866-2179
120 East Broadway St.

TOUGH JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE 
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

BOBCAT EQUIPMENT IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO TAKE IT ON.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

CHADRON
BOBCAT OF CHADRON

888-291-2801
www.bobcatofchadron.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

GRAND ISLAND
CENTRAL NEBRASKA BOBCAT

308-384-9222
www.cnebobcat.com

LINCOLN
BOBCAT OF LINCOLN

402-464-6381
www.bobcatofl incoln.com

OMAHA
BOBCAT OF OMAHA

402-895-6660
www.bobcat-omaha.com

®

Dryers

Catwalk and Tower Systems

Material Handling Systems

Caldwell Grain Conditioning

Lemanco Bulk Bin Systems

Mark McHargue, a Merrick County Farm Bureau member and first vice president 
on the board of directors (left), gets an update from Sen. Curt Friesen, Dist. 34, 
about the progess of a tax reform bill in the Nebraska Legislature.

Nebraska Farm Bureau members from across the state gathered at the capitol April 15 for a special “Property Tax Day at the Capitol” with a “Burgers, Brats & Brews” reception with state senators 
to follow that evening. Members were able to relay the importance of the Legislature providing property tax relief this session, while enjoying good food and conversation with state senators.

Property Tax Day at the Capitol | Burgers, Brats & Brews

Tom Weber, a Saline County Farm Bureau member (left), and Jim Stewart, a 
Lancaster County Farm Bureau member, talk with Sen. Mark Kolterman, Dist. 24 
(center), during Nebraska Farm Bureau’s Property Tax Day at the Capitol April 15.

Lance Atwater, an Adams County Farm Bureau member and Youth At-Large 
Director on the state board (center), and Jason Perdue, a York County Farm 
Bureau member and Chair of the Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee, talk 
with Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, Dist. 28, about the need for property tax reform 
this legislative session.

John Ross, a Cumming County Farm Bureau member (left), visits with Sen. Ben 
Hansen, Dist. 16 during the “Burgers, Brats, and Brews” reception April 15.

“WOTUS Rule” Replacement A Step in the Right Direction
After battling against the Obama-era 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
2015 “Waters of the U.S.” rule (WOTUS), 
a wide-ranging, Nebraska-based coalition is 
offering support for a revised clean water 
rule offered by the EPA and Army Corps 
of Engineers. The agencies were obligated 
to make changes to the WOTUS proposal 
in response to a 2017 Presidential Executive 
Order. The Common Sense Nebraska 
coalition offered support for the new 
proposal in comments submitted to the 
agencies April 15. 

“This new proposal addresses many of the 
concerns our coalition partners had with the 
2015 WOTUS rule. It is clearly a step in the 
right direction for all those who would have 
been impacted by the federal overreach of 
the previous proposal,” said Steve Nelson, 
Nebraska Farm Bureau president, on behalf 
of the Common Sense Nebraska coalition.

Specific improvements noted by the coalition 
in comments included the agencies' recognition 
that the Clean Water Act does not authorize 
the agencies to federally regulate every water 
body and waterway in the United States. The 
new proposal recognizes the original intent 
of Congress that federal regulations apply to 
permanent flowing and standing waterbodies 

that are traditionally navigable waters or have 
a specific connection to traditional navigable 
waters, as well as wetlands abutting or having 
a direct hydrological surface connection to 
those waters. 

The proposal also recognizes an individual 
state’s right to regulate and co-implement 
protections for state waters under the 
Clean Water Act. Congress recognized that 
certain water bodies are important to the 
nation as a whole but other waters should be 
managed by the states. The 2015 WOTUS 
Rule in many ways failed to appropriately 
recognize the rights of individual states. 

Lastly, the revised proposed rule offers 
greater clarity and certainty through clear 
definitions regarding which waters are subject 
to Clean Water Act jurisdictions through 
the elimination of case-by-case “significant 
nexus” testing. This method of determining 
whether a water body or waterway was 
subject to federal regulation often added 
both considerable time and added costs for 
those seeking to identify their regulatory 
obligations under the Clean Water Act. 

“While the coalition offered broad 
support for the revised clean water rule, we 
also offered suggestions for improvement,” 
said Nelson. 

One of the key areas for adjustment lies in 

the definition of “traditional navigable waters.” 
In comments, the coalition urged the agencies 
to limit the definition of traditional navigable 
waters to those waters that are used to 
transport interstate or foreign commerce, as 
consistent with the federal Rivers and Harbors 
Act jurisdiction. The coalition believes the 
change is needed to tighten up the overly 
broad definition in the proposal. 

Other areas the coalition noted as needing 
improvement include how the agencies 
define “intermittent” tributaries, elimination 
of provisions that could be interpreted to 
having all ditches subject to Clean Water 
Act regulations, as well as improvements of 
the definition of “wetlands.”

“We believe our recommendations will 
help in this rulemaking process by eliminating 
ambiguities, that if not addressed, could 
make their way into the final rule and lead to 
more conflicts into the future,” said Nelson. 

Common Sense Nebraska is a Nebraska-
based coalition consisting of organizations 
and entities that have come together in 
response to EPA’s “Waters of the U.S.” 
proposal, which would harm both rural 
and urban Nebraskans through expansion 
of EPA’s powers and authorities under the 
federal Clean Water Act. The coalition’s 
purpose is to build awareness and 
understanding of the EPA proposal and the 
impact it would have on Nebraskans.

ABOUT THE EVENT 
Young Farmers and Ranchers 

in Nebraska will gather this 
summer at the Young Farmers 
and Ranchers (YF&R) Summer 

Social in Chadron, NE.

When 
Friday, June 14, 2019

Location 
Chadron State College 
Chadron Holiday Inn 

Cost 
$50/per person

Keynote Speaker 
Harriet Hageman

Breakout Sessions

Lunch

Western Nebraska Tour

Chuck Wagon Steak Cookout 
at Fort Robinson 

Enjoy a night under the stars at 
beautiful Fort Robinson as we 

have an authentic chuck wagon 
steak cookout.

REGISTER AT  
www.nefb.org/summer-social
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KUBOTA GRAND L SERIES
THE ULTIMATE PERFORMANCE PACKAGE.  

Capable of tackling any job on your list with unmatched performance and dependability.
Plus, select models with a factory-installed cab will keep you working comfortably all day long.

Visit us to find out why the Grand L is the right tractor for you.

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2018

KubotaUSA.com
Optional equipment may be shown.

BASSETT
SANDHILL EQUIPMENT INC.

402-684-2331
www.sandhilleq.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

GRAND ISLAND
GRAND KUBOTA

308-382-0166

HEBRON
ROEHR'S MACHINERY INC.

402-768-7266
www.roehrsmachinery.com

LINCOLN
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT

402-464-6381
www.hamiltonequipmentco.com

NORFOLK
DINKEL IMPLEMENT

800-627-9916
info@dinkels.net

OMAHA
KUBOTA OF OMAHA

402-895-6661
www.kubotaofomaha.com

OSCEOLA
OSCEOLA IMPLEMENT & SUPPLY INC.

402-747-2371
www.osceolaimplement.com

SEWARD
NEBRASKA EQUIPMENT INC.

402-643-6641
http://www.nebraskaequip.com

EASY MAINTENANCE AT THE
LIFT OF A SWITCH.

Grasshopper’s exclusive PowerFold™ 
feature makes lifting a deck as simple as 
fl ipping a switch. Lift any FrontMount™ 
deck for quick, easy cleaning and 
maintenance, or to create a smaller 
footprint for storage or trailering.

* WAC. See store associate for details. © The Grasshopper Company

ZERO%ASK
ABOUT FINANCING*

%ASK
ABOUT FINANCING*

ALBION
KAYTON 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-395-2181

www.kaytonint.com

CROFTON
KAYTON 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-388-4374

www.kaytonint.com

NELIGH
KAYTON 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-887-4118

www.kaytonint.com

STROMSBURG
KLEIN'S BLUE RIVER 

POWER
402-764-2044

kleinsblueriverpower.com

TAKE BACK YOUR WEEKENDS.
You’ll see, firsthand, why the most respected landscape professionals trust 
Exmark® 2-to-1 over the next best-selling brand.*

Based on 42-inch Quest® E-Series with Exmark 702 
V-Twin engine and model number QZE702GEM42200. 

See your dealer for details.

$3,299
ZERO-TURN RIDERS STARTING AT

exmark.com

Visit exmark.com or your dealer for 
complete financing details.

ATTRACTIVE 
RETAIL FINANCING

GOING ON NOW

19-210-A

*Trusted 2-to-1 over the next best-selling brand of zero-turn mowers. Based on U.S. Data study by Wiese Research Associates Inc. Market Share and Additional Equipment Study (February 2016)

exmark.com

Klein’s Blue River Power
415 Main Street

Stromsburg, NE 68666
402.764.2044

kleinsblueriverpower.com

Food Connection on UNL’s City Campus April 16

The Alliance for the Future of Agriculture 
in Nebraska (AFAN) and numerous 
agricultural clubs on East Campus teamed 
up to organize the Husker Food Connection 
(HFC) event, which was held April 16 on 
UNL’s City Campus. The event helped 
students gain better knowledge of general 
agriculture within the state. 

“The purpose of this event was to 
connect urban students to agriculture 
through something they’re familiar with: 

food,” said Amanda Kowalewski, Husker 
Food Connection coordinator. Kowalewski 
is a senior agricultural economics major 
from Gothenburg. 

The event featured a free lunch catered 
by Skeeter Barnes, farm equipment displays, 
booths by Nebraska commodity groups and 
an opportunity to interact with livestock at 
the University of Nebraska–Lincoln City 
Campus Union Plaza. 

The 2019 Husker Food Connection 

theme was “Agriculture is Everything.” 
“It’s important to the agricultural 

community to share the story of food 
from production to consumption. 
Whether you realize it or not, you rely 
on a farmer three times a day, and the 
agricultural students of our university are 
excited to engage with the public about 
our industry,” said Hannah Borg, a senior 
agricultural communications major from 
Wakefield. She also serves as the Husker 

Food Connection communications 
coordinator. 

HFC organizers enjoyed answering 
questions and sharing personal experiences 
by engaging in one-on-one conversations. 
Students and faculty were encouraged to 
take part in the interactive event. 

Student organizers include representatives 
from campus groups such as Collegiate 
Farm Bureau, Agricultural Communicators 
of Tomorrow, and Block and Bridle. 

Patricia Odom Bingham (left), Kelli Heiser of Lynch and Linda Ashby helped clean 
up at the hospital in Lynch after the Ponca Creek (behind them) overflowed its 
banks during the March floods. They received a hot lunch from the Farm Bureau 
burger feed, where more than 300 meals were prepared.

Members of the Veridgre community came out for a burger and hotdog feed, 
courtesy of Nebraska Farm Bureau, member benefits partners Certified 
Piedmontese Beef, Cash-Wa Distributing and Farm Bureau Financial Services on 
March 23. More than 350 burgers and hotdogs were handed out to those who live 
in the area and those who helped with clean-up efforts.

Disaster Recovery Burger Feeds Make a Difference
Nebraska Farm Bureau and Farm Bureau Financial Services headed out to serve burgers and hot dogs to those impacted by flooding in the Verdigre, Lynch, Columbus, and Hooper areas. 
At each event, more than 250 meals served.

#WOMENINAGSPOTLIGHT: 
HILARY MARICLE

The American Farm Bureau Federation 
recently saluted Hilary Maricle as part of its 
#WomenInAg series, which recognizes the 
contributions of women involved in agriculture. 

A sixth-generation farmer, Maricle sits on 
the boards of the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
and Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
for Agriculture. She’s a member of 
CommonGround Nebraska and AFBF’s 
Grassroots Outreach (GO Team). She 
previously served on AFBF’s Promotion & 
Education Committee and on the board 
of the American Farm Bureau Foundation 
for Agriculture. She’s also a longtime 4-H 
leader, serving her community in northeast 
Nebraska for the past 17 years.

Maricle raises cattle, hogs, sheep, corn 
and alfalfa hay on Maricle Family Farms with 
her husband, Brian, and their children. The 
Maricle’s farm practices are all conventional, 
with a focus on sustainability and caring for 
the environment. 

“We’re working hard to position the farm 
for success for the next generation,” Maricle 
said. What the farm will look like in the 
future is currently an open book, as the five 
“youngsters” in the family range in age from a 
fourth-grader to a college senior. 

Off the farm, Maricle is an education 
consultant. Her clients include University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln, Doane University 
Online and Northeast Community College, 
a public community college system with four 
campuses. She also works part time with 
junior high and high school FFA teams at 
Boone Central School.  

Over time, Maricle has seen an evolution in 
the way women in agriculture are perceived. 

“It’s more of a level playing field now,” she 
said. In her experience, “There’s no hesitation 
in putting women in leadership positions.”

Connect with Maricle on social media – 
Instagram: @hilarymaricle; Facebook: Hilary 
Esch Maricle; and Twitter: @mariclefarm.  
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Insurance • Investments • Financial Planning • ALvsAgent.com

When it comes to your farm or ranch,  
it’s important to get the right coverage.

To do that, it’s important to work with an agent who gets to know you – and your 

property. For eighty years, we’ve made it a priority to build relationships first and 

plans second. Talk to an agent to find out why we’re the No. 1 ag insurer.

Would you trust your livelihood to an algorithm? 

No. 1 ag insurer across our 8-state territory. 2017 SNL P&C Group – Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company and Western Agricultural Insurance Company direct 
written premium. Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Avenue, West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877.860.2904, 
Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance 
Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA.  +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services  PC150  (2-19)

DURABILITY 
REDEFINED.

Introducing Vermeer N-series balers – the newest models in the fl agship line from the 
company that started it all. Heavy-duty components provide superior strength and 
durability. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and auto lube system 
further extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the 
industry. Vermeer 604N/605N balers are here to stay.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other 
countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

ALBION
KAYTON 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-395-2181

www.kaytonint.com

BUTTE
BUTTE IMPLEMENT CO.

402-775-2464
www.butteimplement.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

CROFTON
KAYTON 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-388-4374

www.kaytonint.com

LOUP CITY
ELDON KIEBORZ FARM

308-745-0293

NELIGH
KAYTON 

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-887-4118

www.kaytonint.com

VALENTINE
CHERRY COUNTY 

IMPLEMENT
402-376-3490

www.ftccequipment.com

VERDON
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA 

VERMEER & AG, LLC
402-855-6077

southeastnebraska.
vermeer.ag@gmail.com

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

OSMOND
Aschoff Construction Inc.
Office: 402-748-3551
aschoffconstruction.com

COZAD
Axxent Buildings LLC
Office: 308-784-2575
axxentbuildings.com

LINCOLN / OMAHA
Brager Construction Inc.
Office: 402-421-9222
Cell: 402-214-6790

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR YARD WITH TORO

EUSTIS
EUSTIS MECHANIC SHOP

308-486-5302
www.eustismechanicshop.com

LINCOLN
BRODDS SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

402-464-7442
www.broddssmallenginerepair.com

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com

NEW!

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION

308-995-8340
www.huskerirrigation.com

YORK
SCOTT-HOURIGAN CO.

402-362-7711
scotthourigan.com

"Alexa, Play KRVN" Listen Live
-

On Demand

Download our Apps!

93.1 The River KRVN

Live Streaming Audio  •  Play Contests  •  Open Mic  •  Alarm Clock  •  News   •  Weather
  Agriculture Info   •  Exclusive Podcasts   •  and More!

Farm Bureau to Congressional Subcommittee: 
Reinstate Biodiesel, Short Line Tax Credits

Farm Bureau supports tax policies that 
incentivize the expansion of markets for 
agricultural commodities and encourage 
rural infrastructure improvements, the 
American Farm Bureau Federation said in a 
statement to the House Ways and Means 
Select Revenue Measures Subcommittee. 
The organization urged lawmakers to 
extend now-expired tax provisions for 
biodiesel and short line railroads.

Farm Bureau also called on Congress to 
formulate predictable, stable, long-term 
tax policies that provide businesses and 
investors the certainty they need for sound 
business planning.

“The uncertainty surrounding the expired 
biodiesel tax credits and the tax credits 
for short line railroads undermines the 
purpose of these credits, which is to provide 
incentives for investment and to promote 
economic growth. It is critical that Congress 
provide certainty for and the extension 
of these important tax incentives,” Farm 
Bureau said.

Biodiesel is a cleaner-burning, renewable 
replacement for petroleum diesel fuel. Made 
from either vegetable oils or rendered 
animal fat, it benefits crop farmers and the 
livestock industry. In addition, biodiesel and 
biofuel production facilities are a driving 
force in local economies by providing 
employment opportunities and broadening 
the local tax base.

Biodiesel is also a win for those well 
outside of agriculture and rural America.

“All citizens, including farmers who are 
large fuel consumers, benefit when our 
nation reduces its dependence on volatile 
international oil markets,” Farm Bureau 
pointed out.

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 

retroactively extended the biodiesel tax 
credit for 2017. Farm Bureau is calling for the 
reinstatement of tax credits for biodiesel, 
renewable biodiesel and second-generation 
biofuels.

Short line railroads are first- and last-mile 
carriers that connect small towns, farms 
and factories to the national rail network, 
creating jobs and stimulating economic 
growth in thousands of local communities.

“Farmers and ranchers need efficient 
and cost-effective rail transportation for 
the delivery of equipment, seed, fertilizer 
and other inputs and to move the food, 
fiber and fuel products they produce to 
market. An efficient rail system reduces 
the prices farmers pay for supplies and 
greatly expands domestic market access 
and access to ports for export to foreign 
markets,” Farm Bureau said.

The short line rail tax credit, which 
provides a 50 percent tax credit for 
infrastructure repairs and upgrades made 
by regional and short line railroads, was 
first enacted in 2005. It has been extended 
five times and expired in 2017. Farm Bureau 
is asking Congress to make the credit 
permanent.

In its statement, Farm Bureau emphasized 
that the biodiesel and short line railroad 
credits are not the only tax provisions 
important to farmers and ranchers.

Other critical tax provisions include a 
number of those found in the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, such as reduced individual tax 
rates, the new Sec. 199A business income 
deduction, immediate deductibility of 
business expenses, the doubled estate tax 
exemption and the increased Alternative 
Minimum Tax thresholds—all of which are 
temporary.

 ADMISSION IS  

pinterest.com/nefarmb

Stay Connected:

facebook.com/Nebraska.Farm.Bureau

@NEFarmBureau

youtube.com/nebraskafarmbureau

nefarmbureau

flickr.com/photos/nefarmbureau

TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS
ON MAY 18.

As a Farm Bureau member, you can 

also get $15 off of a yearly membership 

to the Omaha Children’s Museum. Go 

to www.ocm.org/membership and use 

the Membership Drive Code FARM 

when filling out the application. Family 

memberships are $119/year.

AT THE  
FARM IN THE  
CITY EXHIBIT  

AT THE
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LIVESTOCK DIRECTORY

TO ADVERTISE 
HERE CALL

800-798-2691

Custom Sizes + Economical + Versatile

ADAPTABLE BUILDING CONCEPTS 
FOR ALL YOUR SHELTER NEEDS

Call Us Today! 1-877-257-4311

sales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.comsales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.com

Combines For Parts

MIKE’S EQUIPMENT
9716 E. 82nd Ave. • Buhler, KS 67522

620-543-2535
(800) 543-2535

www.mikesequipment.com

Over 8,000+ Salvaged Units In Inventory
and On-Hand, Ready For You!

Including Round Balers, Swathers, Tractors and Combines
EXTENDED HOURS For Harvest Season - Closed Sundays

Portable Tub and Alley

Phone: 1-800-435-0532
 308-282-0532
 308-282-0533
Fax: 308-282-0533

YOUR SOURCE FOR QUALITY:
Gates • Panels • Chutes • Irrigation
• Pens • Portable & Stationary Feeding Tubs“American Made Since 1987”

Hillsboro, KS 67063
Call for a dealer near you!

 76 16th Avenue NW 
Le Mars, IA • 712-546-8004

2900 Hwy. 75 N 
Sioux City, IA • 712-252-0181

www.isemanhomes.com

INTRODUCING THE LOFT
Our newest 

WEB SPECIAL 
model for 

2019

The LOFT is a 1512 square foot, 
3 bedrooms, 2 bath home with 
an OPEN FLOORPLAN, Flex Room, 
Butler Pantry, Stove, Refrigerator, 
Dishwasher, Entertainment 
Center, and End Entry Mudroom 
for easy garage access.

Introductory $ALE PRICED at 
$79,995

& Public Varieties

ARROW SEED CO.
Broken Bow, NE  800-622-4727
www.ArrowSeed.com

Certifi ed
SEED

WHEAT

Eiklenborg Combine & 
Tractor Salvage

Combine, Baler &
Tractor Parts

Aplington, Iowa
319-347-5510

Red Willow Chemical
“Quality You Can Trust”

AG CHEMICALS
PRICES BELOW WHOLESALE

(800) 658-4394
for prices and delivery

RED WILLOW Chemical
McCook, NE 69001

www.rwaviation.com

RUN WITH THE BEST
GreenLineEquip.com

Your Haymaking 
Headquarters

For a limited time, receive 10% OFF from
Green Line Equipment on silage special kits,
high-moisture kits, and auxiliary take-up rollers.

Hurry, offer ends May 31, 2019!

10% OFF
SELECT ATTACHMENTS FOR

YOUR ROUND BALER

*Offer ends 5/31/2019. Valid on select models. Some restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.

YOU DESERVE 
A PLANTER YOU CAN 
BE CONFIDENT IN.

20|20® and Precision Planting® are registered trademarks of Precision Planting LLC. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2018 Precision Planting LLC.

FURFURFURFU ROWROWROWROWW MMOMOMOISTISTSTSTISTISTUREUREUREREU SOISOISOIIL TLLL EMPERAAAAAATURTUTURTURTURRT EEEE

Give us a call today 
ASHTON

ASHTON FEED & GRAIN
308-738-2292

bdonscheski@hotmail.com

DAYKIN
PANKO AG SERVICES, LLC

402-587-0367
Check us out on Facebook!

MCLEAN
PRECISION POINT, LLC

402-360-0230
www.precisionpointne.com

SCHUYLER
TRI COUNTY AG SERVICE, INC.

402-352-3680
www.tcapower.com

EVENTS 
& TRAVEL 

GUIDE

Sandy Beach Resort
3472 Dakota Beach Circle

Fishing Resort
4 furnished cabins on

Enemy Swim Lake w/lake access

Ju
ly

 17
th

 - 2
1s

t

2019 Fairfest
It’s just around the corner! For more information or to 

order tickets, please call our offi  ce at 
402-462-3247

or visit our website at
www.adamscountyfairgrounds.com.

Ticket Packs are available at the Fairgrounds Offi  ce

More food. More fun.
More Fairfest

Factory Direct Pricing • I-Beam Steel Building
We Can Erect! • All Sizes Available

1-800-369-3882
www.toplinebuildings.com   •   sales@toplinebuildings.com

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

CA1109

Getting the greatest yield from
your fi eld and making life a
whole lot easier is what we
do every day. We’re ready to
tackle your toughest irrigation
problems, and we’ll be there
every step of the way.

Reliable technology,
durable products, smart
connections – it’s irrigation
at its best.

valleyirrigation.com

CA1109

GRANT
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-352-4242
valleyproirrigation.com

IMPERIAL
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-882-5660
12th St. & Hwy 61

NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-532-0950
1020 Rodeo Rd.
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FARM EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: Row Stalker 6Rx36”, $4,000; 
JD 1700 planter, 6x36, always shedded, 
tall seed boxes, insecticide boxes, $7,000.  
Call (308) 325-1842. (Dawson)

FOR SALE: Rock Island tractor radiator with 
cast tanks and lid with good core. Call (402) 
538-2002 or email at greenwoodcreations32@
gmail.com. (Butler County)

FOR SALE: Wood posts 8" tops 8' long; 
Steel posts 5', 5 1/2', 6'; one wood post 32'. 
Call (308) 237-5602 or (308) 627-5510. 
(Buffalo County)

FOR SALE: 90 lengths of 30 foot and 
6 inch, high pressure irrigation pipe.  
Call (308) 754-6371. (Howard County)

FOR SALE: 5- 20’ Scott manufacturer 
feed bunks, $300. Call (308) 582-4470. 
(Lincoln County)

FOR SALE: Creosote posts. Call (402) 
680-7001. (Hall County)

MISC
FOR SALE: 2015, 40 foot, 5th wheel Royal 
Camper, $26,000.00; 1 bedroom, 3 slides, 
2 hot water tanks, 2 AC units, fireplace, 

washer/dryer, 4 door fridge/freezer, pullout 
queen sleeper couch, 2 recliners, large 
bathroom with tub/shower, excellent 
condition. Call (308) 848-2209, please leave 
a message. (Blaine County)

FOR SALE: Husky 15k, 5th wheel, travel 
trailer hitch, complete, was in Ford F-150, 
$250. Call (402) 768-3131. (Fillmore County)

FOR SALE: Car tote, pulled Chrysler van, 
$700. Call (402) 768-3131. (Fillmore County)

FOR SALE: 2015 Columbus 320RS 5th 
wheel camper, 3 power slides, electric 

awning, auto level system, king bed. Many 
more options. Call or text (402) 469-0565 
for more info. (Clay County)

FOR SALE: Slowing down and sold some 
of my cows, summer pasture available for 
rent in southern Loup and northern Custer 
counties. Call (308) 942-6032. (Custer/Loup 
County)

FOR SALE: Several good used gearheads, 
Amarillo, Randolph, US Motors, 30 to 80 
hp, various rations, $350-$800. Call for info, 
I may have what you need. Call (308) 624-
2177. (Merrick County)

Free Want Ads for Farm Bureau Members
Farm Bureau members may submit one free Want Ad per month. If there is more than one category mentioned with the Want Ad, we will split it into multiple categories, but it must be 
a combined total of 30 words or less. Ads are used on a space-available basis, subject to approval. Ads exclude real property (permanent structures) such as homes, farms, ranches and 
businesses. Selling crops or herds of livestock also is excluded. Send typed or printed ads to Want Ads, c/o Kylee Planer, Nebraska Farm Bureau News, P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501 
or email kyleep@nefb.org. If you would like to rerun your ad, you must resubmit. Previously submitted ads will not be kept on file. Deadline is the 10th of February, April, June, August, 
October and December. The Want Ad form can be found on our members website (www.nefb.org/members), login and click on NEWS and then Submit a Want Ad.

Quality, Service and Value
Wick Buildings has been helping Midwest
farmers, families and businesses by providing
long-lasting, low-maintenance buildings since
1954, that’s over 60 years!

Buildings with quality and value...and
no compromises

800-356-9682
WickBuildings.com

Don’t roll  
the dice with 
car repairs.

With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop, the claims process is simple:
  only one estimate needed
  guaranteed workmanship for as long as you own your vehicle
   expedited service — the shop has authority to order parts and schedule repairs 

immediately
  simplified billing — we pay the repair shop directly

Call one of the Preferred Auto
Repair Shops below or visit
fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
for a complete list in your area.

PC106 (1 1 )

FAIRBURY
MH PAINT AND BODY

402-729-6331
mhpaintbody@windstream.net

HASTINGS
SEALEY BODY SHOP, INC.

402-461-3244
402-705-7111

IMPERIAL
HARCHELROAD MOTORS COLLISION 

AND RESTORATION CENTER
308-882-2963

www.HarchelroadMotors.com

LINCOLN
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT

402-474-4818
www.midtownbodyandpaint.com

NORTH PLATTE
TWIN RIVERS BODY SHOP, LLC

308-532-4411

OMAHA
LEVANDER'S BODY SHOP

402-339-0606

OMAHA
BAXTER AUTO BODY

402-894-2272
www.baxterauto.com/bodyshop

OMAHA
DAVE'S AUTO BODY CO.

402-572-0200
www.davesautobodyco.com

PAPILLION
THORPE'S BODY SHOP, INC.

402-339-4321
www.thorpesbodyshop.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- Chadron, NE

April 18, 2019

Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition and Nebraska Extension 
Team Up to Host 2019 Generational Transition and 

Summer Grazing Tour

Tuesday and Wednesday, June 11 and 12
Mark your calendars for the 2019 Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition (NGLC) –Nebraska Extension joint 
Generational Transition and Summer Grazing Tour scheduled for June 11 and 12, 2019 in Southwest 
Nebraska. 

Tuesday, June 11

• Generational Transition Session at the UNL West Central Research Extension Center near North 
Platte, NE featuring ranch estate planning attorney, Pam Olsen and a panel discussion by 
ranchers that have successfully made the transition to the next generation. Free lunch included
compliments of the World Wildlife Fund-US. 10:00 AM- 3:00 PM (Central time)

Wednesday, June 12

• 2019 Summer Grazing Tour - The 2019 tour will feature three southwest Nebraska ranchers 
that manage very different grazing resources including intensively managed native range and 
range rescued from invasive eastern Red Cedar. 

Shamrock Ranches

Owned and operated by Marlene Moore and Dwight Maseberg, Shamrock Ranches has been in 
Marlene’s family since 1949. Since Marlene took over in 1982, the ranch has transitioned from 
traditional grazing management with minimal pastures to intensive internal subdivision and water 
development. Today, the ranch includes 15 miles of pipeline, 37 watering points, 55 miles of electric 
fence and 73 paddocks ranging in size from 40 to 140 acres. Range improvement can be seen in the 
improved balance of cool and warm season grasses, increased percentage of forage harvested, 
uniformity and quality of forages available to cattle and increased carrying capacity (150%). Active 

Nebraska Grazing Lands Coaliti on and 
Nebraska Extension Team Up to Host 

2019 Generati onal Transiti on 
& Summer Grazing Tour

Preregister for each event required no later than Friday, June 7th by calling Randy Saner, Nebraska Beef 
Systems Extension Educator in Lincoln, Logan and McPherson Counti es offi  ce 308-532-  2683 or e-mail-
ing rsaner2@unl.edu. Specify which acti viti es you plan to att end. For more informati on contact Ron 
Bolze, NGLC Coordinator, at 402-321-0067. 

Tuesday and Wednesday, June 11 and 12
Mark your calendars for the 2019 Nebraska Grazing Lands Coaliti on (NGLC) –Nebraska Extension joint 
Generati onal Transiti on and Summer Grazing Tour in Southwest Nebraska. 
Tuesday, June 11
• Generati onal Transiti on Session at the UNL West Central Research Extension Center near North Platt e, 

NE featuring ranch estate planning att orney, Pam Olsen and a panel discussion by ranchers who have 
successfully made the transiti on to the next generati on. 10:00 AM - 2:30 PM (Central ti me). $15 Regis-
trati on fee includes lunch payable upon arrival.  Registrati on at the UNL West Central Research Exten-
sion Center south of North Platt e, NE, Tuesday, June 11, 9:30 AM. Session begins at 10 AM.  

Wednesday, June 12
• 2019 Summer Grazing Tour - The 2019 tour will feature three southwest Nebraska ranchers that 

manage very diff erent grazing resources including intensively managed nati ve range and range res-
cued from invasive Eastern Red Cedar. $20 Registrati on fee includes boxed lunch and evening steak 
fry at the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in Curti s, NE. Tour Registrati on at Shamrock 
Ranches south of Wallace, NE, Wednesday, June 12, 7:30-8:30 AM.   

Shamrock Ranches
Owned and operated by Marlene Moore and Dwight 
Maseberg, Shamrock Ranches has been in Marlene’s 
family since 1949. Today, the ranch includes 15 miles 
of pipeline, 37 watering points, 55 miles of electric 
fence and 73 paddocks ranging in size from 40 to 
140 acres. Range improvement can be seen in the 
improved balance of cool and warm season grasses, 
increased percentage of forage harvested, unifor-
mity and quality of forages available to catt le and 
increased carrying capacity (150%). 
Mortensen Farm & Ranch
Mortensen Farm & Ranch is a family owned and 
operated ranch that was established in 1892. The 
Mortensen’s have been involved in the Loess Canyon 
Rangeland Alliance burn group since the early 2000s.  

They run in the neighborhood of 300 mama cows and 
are in the process of burning some of their ground for 
the second and third ti mes since the LCRA originated.

Deatrich Catt le Company
Todd and Tell Deatrich operate a small cow calf op-
erati on in the Loess Canyons south of North Platt e 
Nebraska. The cows are run on grass from April unti l 
corn stalks are available in the fall.  A moderately in-
tensive grazing system is used to manage forage for 
the cow herd.  The cows calve May and June. 
Prescribed fi re and various mechanical means have 
been used to control invasive Eastern Red Cedar 
through cooperati on with the Loess Canyons Range-
land Alliance since the very beginning, helping to 
start the group and conducti ng one of the fi rst pre-
scribed burns on the ranch.  

800-327-0790 
www.sentinelbuildings.com

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

COMMERCIAL  AG  MINISTORAGE  ARENAS  CATTLE/DAIRY STRUCTURES

ROCK       SOLID

STAY

MC COOL JUNCTION
NORQUEST AGRI SYSTEMS INC.

402-724-2163

MINDEN
WEAVER FARM SERVICE

308-832-1051
308-233-4308  cell

Under Secretary of Agriculture for Marketing and Regulatory Programs, and 
Nebraska native, Greg Ibach (right) listens to the concerns of those affected by 
the flood. Steve Nelson, president of the Nebraska Farm Bureau (left), and local 
farmers and ranchers gathered in the Columbus, Lynch and Veridgre areas to show 
Ibach the destruction caused by the historic blizzard and flooding in Nebraska.

Nebraska’s Congressional delegation continue to visit communities in the state 
hardest hit by flood waters. Sen. Ben Sasse worked his way to the Fullerton area 
to visit with the Rieken family, who farm and raise cattle. Sasse also visited with 
producers at the Fullerton Livestock Market Inc. K. C. Rieken (right) talks with 
Sen. Sasse about his experience working through issues with NRCS during the 
flood. Sen. Sasse also visited ethanol plants in Columbus and Wood River.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
HAYMARKET PARK | LINCOLN

Presented by: Presented by:

FRIDAY, JULY 19
WERNER PARK | PAPILLION

VS VS

JOIN US FOR

SAVE THE DATE

FREE tickets and tailgate for Farm Bureau members | WIN Prizes
For more information, visit www.nefb.org/familynight

 5:00 PM - TAILGATE

7:05 PM - GAME
5:00 PM - TAILGATE

7:05 PM - GAME TIME

Nebraska Representatives Visit Flood Striken Areas
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*Class is Full-Size Pickups under 8,500 lbs. GVWR based on Ford segmentation.

**Max payload on F-150 XL Regular Cab, 8’ box, 5.0L V8 4x2, Heavy-Duty Payload Package and 18” heavy-duty wheels (not shown). Max towing on F-150 XL SuperCrew®, 6.5’ box, 3.5L EcoBoost® 4x2, and Max Trailer Tow Package
(not shown). 

***Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Shelby GT350®, Shelby® GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, Focus RS and F-150 
Raptor. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive 
days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from dealer by January 2, 2020. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details.

Best-In-Class* Capability for Work or Play. The Ford F-150
makes tough tasks look easy, whether you’re working on the job or heading out 
on a weekend of recreation. F-150 outperforms every other truck in its class when 
hauling cargo in the bed or towing a trailer.**

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH***

2019 FORD F-150

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY

800-344-9288
www.coverjones.com

AURORA
FRIESEN FORD

402-694-3111
www.friesenford.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON FORD OF GRAND ISLAND

308-384-1700
www.andersonofgrandisland.com

MADISON
BIG COUNTRY FORD

402-454-3339
www.bigcountryautomadison.com

NORFOLK
COURTESY FORD OF NORFOLK

402-371-9350
courtesyfordofnorfolk.com

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

NORTH PLATTE
BILL SUMMERS FORD

308-532-2500
www.billsummers.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY

402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com

TECUMSEH
FIELD FORD - MERC INC.

402-335-3365
www.fi eldford.com


