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Eliminating stepped-up basis threatens keeping
future generations on Nebraska farms and ranches

N

ebraska Farm Bureau News is taking a closer look at
proposed legislation in Congress to tax capital gains
at death and/or eliminate stepped-up basis to raise
revenue for new federal spending projects. Any change
in capital gains tax policy that eliminates or scales back
stepped-up basis could result in a massive tax burden on
farm and ranch families. Nebraska Farm Bureau is working
hard to fix this problem by sharing stories about how any
legislation that includes these provisions would devastate
Nebraska farm and ranch families. Below, Chris and Sherry
Vinton, members of Arthur County Farm Bureau, share
their story of how eliminating stepped-up basis would
impact their family and the ranch. Sherry serves as first
vice president on the Nebraska Farm Bureau board.
Chris and Sherry Vinton gambled and borrowed all they
could to purchase their ranch during the ag crisis in 1988.
Over the last 33 years they have raised their three children,
Jessica, David and Becky, on their ranch near Whitman.
They raise cattle and alfalfa, which supports three families, Chris and Sherry; their daughter Jessica Taylor and
her family; and son David and his family. The Vintons take
great pride in protecting the Sandhills, caring for the land
and their cattle, so they can pass the ranch on to the next
generation. But eliminating stepped-up basis is a serious
threat to keeping their children on the ranch.
“The original cost in the 1980s was roughly $100 an acre,
but today the value of the land is more than $700 an acre.
Having to pay capital gains taxes when the ranch is passed
down could lead to portions of the ranch being sold just to
pay the taxes,” said Chris Vinton.
Capital gains taxes are based on the change in the value
of an asset, such as farmland or livestock, when that asset is sold. Currently, the top capital gains tax rate is 20%.
To reduce the capital gains tax, farmers and ranchers use
stepped-up basis, which provides a reset for the basis when
you die and your children inherit the land. So, when assets
transfer following a death, the basis is reset to the market
value at the date of death. Following the adjustment, if an
heir decides to sell the property, taxes can be levied only on
gains realized by the individual during his or her ownership,
not on gains realized prior to the step-up in basis. Losing
stepped-up basis on sold property or, even worse, automatically assessing a capital gains tax at the time of death essentially means children will pay for the ranch all over again.
“I chose to use my sweat equity to work on the ranch. The
loss of stepped-up basis means suddenly I’d need to take
out a mortgage or sell part of the ranch to pay the taxes.

Feeding cattle on the Vinton ranch near Whitman is
more than a one-person job. It takes the multiple family members to run the ranch. But as the current administration talks about eliminating or scaling back
stepped-up basis, the Vintons see this discussion as a
serious threat to keeping their children on the ranch.

Chris and Sherry Vinton’s ranch helps
to support three families. Pictured are
(bottom left), son-in-law Clint Taylor
and grandsons Danny Taylor, Rhett
McGuire, Eli Vinton and Emitt Vinton.
Back left, is son-in-law Matt McGuire,
Chris Vinton and son David Vinton.

Land our family has worked together to pay for once. How many
times does one family have to pay for an operation? I don’t mind
paying taxes on earned income, but these ranches are intended to be an ongoing business that shouldn’t have to be sold or
mortgaged again to pass to the next generation,” David Vinton
said.
The very tax that is supposed to create a more equitable economy will really hurt rural areas, especially the small and medium producers that do not have outside income from other investments, said Jessica Taylor.
“The farmers and ranchers that are just that, devoted to
farming and ranching, may be forced to sell to outside investors. Conservation and care of the land may suffer, production
may suffer, small towns may suffer as dollars used for goods
and services in towns will be sent off to pay a massive new tax
that could change the agricultural landscape and put agricultural families out of business,” Jessica Taylor said.
To protect family farms and ranches and minimize the impact of capital gains taxes, it’s important that we continue to
have access to stepped-up basis and, more importantly, oppose
assessing capital gains taxes at the time of death.
“Using new capital gains taxes to generate more federal income risks the livelihood of farm and ranch families and the
economic sustainability of these family operations long into the
future,” Sherry Vinton said.

Pictured are (bottom left) granddaughters Jillian Taylor, Isabel Taylor,
Elivia Vinton, Ava McGuire and Millie
Vinton. Back left are daughters Becky
McGuire and Jessica Taylor, Sherry
Vinton and daughter-in-law Michele
Vinton.
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Nebraska Farm Bureau continues to influence and advocate

D

is as familiar. Those interactions have provided a
ear Farm Bureau Members,
wonderful opportunity to tell the story of Farm Bureau;
As we wrap up calving season and quickly
it’s an impressive one that more people across our
move into planting season, I wanted to take
state need to hear. In these conversations, I’ve found
a minute to wish you well during this busy time
people who are still surprised to learn that
of year. I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to
we are the largest general farm organization
do some traveling around the state in
made up of individual County Farm Bureaus
this new role and I’ve appreciated the
and that we have a full staff of people that
chance to meet with many Farm Bureau
come to work every day focused on helping
members and county leaders to hear
achieve a great quality of life and prosperity
what’s on their minds and to get their
for Nebraska farm and ranch families.
thoughts on how we move our great
I share this story for a couple of reasons.
organization forward. Those travels
First, I hope it serves as a reminder
have been extremely valuable but will
that none of us who are involved in our
slow during the busy planting season.
organization should assume that our
These visits have also allowed
Mark McHargue
friends and neighbors understand the
me to meet with others in our rural
PRESIDENT,
scope of Farm Bureau’s efforts and reach.
communities who rely on agriculture for NEBRASKA
FARM BUREAU
My travels tell me there are still many
their livelihoods and well-being. While
Nebraskans who should be members and
the majority of you reading this column
vocal supporters of our work. I hope you’ll join me in
are familiar with who we are as an organization,
helping spread the word to encourage those in your
and the work we do on behalf of Nebraska’s farm
circles who should be members but aren’t. My other
and ranch families, these travels have been a good
reason for sharing is to reinforce the fact that as we
reminder that not everyone involved in agriculture

head into this busy season, please know the Nebraska
Farm Bureau has your back. Whether its uncertainties
surrounding President Biden’s executive order to
conserve 30 percent of lands and waters by 2030,
proposals in Washington, D.C., to eliminate stepped-up
basis devastating family farms, or working to secure
property tax relief, the Nebraska Farm Bureau team
will have your back on these and numerous other issues
while you’re busy doing what you need to do. Of course,
your voice is always the strongest when it comes to
connecting on issues with your locally elected leaders,
but know that we’ll continue to be there to make sure
you’re informed on what’s happening and how you can
engage to help as part of our broader efforts.
Please know I’m here to serve, alongside numerous
others that make up our Farm Bureau team. As always,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at markm@nefb.
org. Stay safe and be well!
Until Next Time,

Mark McHargue, President

VOLUME 39 ISSUE 2
April/May 2021

USPS 375-780 ISSN 0745-6522

Official publication of
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

(402) 421-4400
www.nefb.org
POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to:
Nebraska Farm Bureau News
Attn: Tina Henderson
P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS

is published six times per year by
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation,
5225 South 16th St., Lincoln, NE 68512.
Periodicals postage paid at Lincoln, NE,
and additional entry offices.

MISSION

To enrich the lives of Nebraska farm and
ranch families and enhance Nebraska
agriculture through meaningful
advocacy, education, and leadership
development.

VISION

You share the road. Don’t share the same rates.
Get a discount immediately with Driveology®, and be in the driver’s
seat to saving even more, based on your driving habits! Contact your
Farm Bureau agent today to learn how you could save up to 30%1 on
your auto insurance premium.

To achieve a great quality of life and
prosperity for Nebraska farm and ranch
families.

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU
FEDERATION

Mark McHargue, president
(Merrick County)
Sherry Vinton, first vice president
(Arthur County)
Rob Robertson, chief administrator
/secretary-treasurer
(Lancaster County)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Auto | Home | Life | Business | Farm & Ranch | Crop | Financial Planning
¹Savings are based on driving behavior and may vary. Discounts apply to major coverages for your eligible and enrolled vehicles. Cannot be combined with the Low Mileage Discount. Ask your Farm Bureau
agent for details.. Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services
offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des
Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PC169 (3-21)

Katie Olson, second vice president
(Holt County)
Dennis Beethe (Johnson County)
Andy DeVries (Keith County)
Kevin Peterson (Polk County)
Martey Stewart (Dixon County)
David Grimes
(Kearney/Franklin County)
Dustin Ladenburger (Hitchcock County)
Hilary Maricle (Boone County)
Jason Perdue (York County)
Lance Atwater (Adams/Webster County)
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DAWSON COUNTY
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CASS COUNTY
Cass County Farm Bureau supports
the Memorial Ride of Remembrance

C
Dawson County Farm Bureau
assists with USDA food distribution

D

awson County Farm Bureau
members helped assist with USDA
food distribution in Lexington
at St. Ann’s Parish Center in February.
Members of the community received
a 15-pound box of produce, a gallon of
milk, protein box and three pounds of
ground beef. The project was coordinated

by Lexington Community Foundation,
Orthman and St. Ann’s Church and
supported by funding from the
coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act) from the
U.S. Department of Treasury and the
Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services.

ass County Farm
Bureau provided a
dinner for participants
in the Memorial Ride of
Remembrance honoring
Dorothy Kiyukah Ziegler
on March 26. The longdistance horse ride between
Kansas and South Dakota
was in honor of Dorothy
Kiyukan Zeigler of the
Lower Brule Lakota Tribe in
South Dakota, who died of
cancer Jan. 7. Dennis Keil,
Cass County Farm Bureau
president (left), is pictured
with one of the riders. Keil
arranged for a dinner catered
by Plattsmouth Hy-Vee and
also picked up horse feed, all
donated by the Cass County
Farm Bureau.

DODGE COUNTY

BOONE COUNTY

Dodge County Farm Bureau
celebrates 2020 grant recipients

D
Boone County Farm Bureau supports
livestock farmers during calving

M

arch is a busy time for farmers
raising livestock as they spend
many hours watching, waiting
and delivering calves at all hours of the
day and night. Boone County Farm Bureau
partnered with Farm Bureau Financial
Services Agent Rori Erickson and offered
a breakfast for local livestock producers

as a member appreciation event March
13. Boone County Farm Bureau and
Erickson’s agency supplied swag and
support for the event. Thanks to Jesse
Broderson with Versatile Roofing; Ashley
Kaiser, sales associate; Rori Erickson FBFS
Agent; and Haley Glaser, Ag Marketing
Underwriter.

ADAMS/WEBSTER COUNTY

Adams/Webster County Farm
Bureau sponsors pancake feed

I

n partnership with area
agribusinesses, Adams/
Webster County Farm
Bureau held two successful
pancake feeds in Adams and
Webster counties to help raise
money for their local FFA
and 4-H chapters. Because
of COVID-19, many of the
FFA and 4-H fundraising
activities had been hampered
or stopped. The money raised
will help youth involved in FFA and 4-H attend conferences, conventions and contests,
and conduct numerous activities over the year.

odge County Farm
Bureau presented
Student Project
Grants to three winners.
The grant recipients for
the 2020 year are Emily
and Hannah Meiergerd
of the DC Clovers 4-H
Club and Hallie Mottle
from the Platte River
Kids 4-H Club. Dodge
County Farm Bureau
provides two grants of
up to $500 each year
to Dodge County FFA
and 4-H students. The
purpose of the grant
is to provide funds for
students to begin or expand their 4-H or FFA projects.
Pictured, front row, left: Emily Meiergerd, Hallie Mottle. Back row, left:
David Saalfeld, Gene Meyer, John Colgan and Greg Naber.

JEFFERSON COUNTY

Jefferson County Farm Bureau
awards student project grants

J

efferson County Farm Bureau awarded two Student
Project Grants to students in the county. Each student
was awarded a grant of $375 to be used to begin or
expand their 4-H project or FFA Supervised Agricultural
Experiences (SAE) project. Those selected were Makenzie
Peitzmeier, a student at Diller/Odell Public Schools and
a member of the Happy Harbiners 4-H Club. She was
awarded grant money to purchase supplies to build a
platform scale to help monitor the weight of her animals
for her 4-H beef and goat project. Lexi Mau was the other
recipient. She is a student at Fairbury Public Schools and
a member of the Fairbury FFA. Mau was awarded grant
Makenzie Peitzmeier
money to help purchase a 10-frame master pollinator kit
for her SAE project of beekeeping. These grants are awarded to students each
year. “We are excited to help support student members in the community and
help advance their innovative ideas. These Student Project Grants will help
students create their own business or build career skills through an existing
operation,” said Tim Koch, president, Jefferson County Farm Bureau.
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Gov. Ricketts, Farm Bureau and other food and
agriculture interests promote ‘Meat on the Menu Day’

N

ebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts designated March
20, to start National Agriculture Week, as
“Meat on the Menu Day” in Nebraska.
“On this day, Nebraskans are encouraged to purchase and eat beef, pork, chicken, lamb or another
kind of meat,” Ricketts said.
Agriculture is Nebraska’s No. 1 industry, and beef
is our largest segment of production. While meat is
one of the most nutrient-dense foods you can eat,
there are radical anti-agriculture activists who are
working to end meat production and our way of life
here in Nebraska. Gov. Ricketts designated March 20
as “Meat on the Menu Day” to highlight the importance of meat in a good diet, as well as to provide
an opportunity to support our farmers and ranchers.
“Our farmers and ranchers have a tremendous
story to tell about how we help provide food, fuel and
other necessities for the people of our state, country
and world. But it’s also a story about how we care for
our natural resources and the environment,” Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue said.
Since 1990 we’ve doubled U.S. beef production,
while at the same time reducing our per-unit
methane emissions by 8%. Even greater reductions hold true across our pork and dairy sectors,
McHargue said.
“The trend in agriculture has been and continues

to be that we’re using science and technology so
we can more efficiently meet the demands of our
growing world, with less resources and less impact,
in both livestock and crop-based agriculture. Our
members are proud to be part of the larger team
that helps put meat on the menu for all of us to
enjoy,” he said.
In February, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis designated
March 20 as “MeatOut Day.” The day is a part of a
national “MeatOut” campaign begun in 1985. In an
open letter to farmers and ranchers in Colorado, the
state’s agriculture commissioner, Kate Greenberg,
responded to criticism of the MeatOut proclamation,
pointing out that the designation is not a state holiday and that former Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper had issued a similar proclamation 10 years ago.
For the Nebraska Meat on the Menu Day, Ricketts hopes the state’s residents will visit their local
restaurants, grocery stores and butcher shops to buy
high-quality beef, pork, chicken or lamb.
“If we want to grow Nebraska, we must continue
to grow agriculture and to stand up against radical
anti-science and anti-meat activists,” Ricketts said.
“Just look at the economic data. One in four jobs are
tied to agriculture, and our state has major beef,
pork and chicken operations here. The food we raise
and grow helps feed the world.”

During a governor’s news conference March 15 at Frank
Stoysich Meats shop in Omaha, NEFB President Mark
McHargue told reporters that Nebraska farmers and
ranchers have a tremendous story to tell about their
help providing food, fuel and other necessities for the
people of our state, country and world.
Nebraska Farm
Bureau President
Mark McHargue
(right) listens as
Gov. Pete Ricketts
talks about National
Ag Week during his
stop at Loup River
Distilling in St. Paul.
McHargue joined
the governor during
his two-day swing
across the state
celebrating National
Ag Week.

During National Ag Week, the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation sent the call
out to elementary schools across the state to have Gov. Pete Ricketts read the
book “Right this Very Minute - a table to farm book.” Seventy-seven elementary
classrooms from across the state participated.

Photo Courtesy of Josh Salmon, Grand Island Independent
www.theindependent.com

CELEBRATING NATIONAL AG WEEK, MARCH 21-27
Box Butte County Farm Bureau and
FBFS agent host Ag Appreciation Dinner
Box Butte County Farm Bureau and
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Agent Rhonda Baseggio hosted
an Ag Appreciation Dinner during
National Ag Week on March 27 in
Alliance. The dinner was open to
the public to celebrate agriculture.
Award-winning cowboy poet
Yvonne Hollenbeck was the
entertainment, and those who
attended had the opportunity to
win door prizes donated by local
agribusinesses. Morrill, Dawes and
Sheridan County Farm Bureaus also
contributed to the dinner. Pictured
left: Box Butte County Farm Bureau
President Natasha Schumacher and
FBFS Agent Rhonda Baseggio.

Saunders County Farm Bureau
supports ag education
Saunders County Farm Bureau helped celebrate
National Agriculture Week, March 21-27, by delivering
activity books and bookmarks to all first-, second- and
third-graders in the county and spreading the good
news about Nebraska agriculture.

MEMBER BENEFITS
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Gerlach awarded 2021 Steve Nelson Yeutter
Institute International Trade Internship

S

avannah Gerlach of DeWitt is
the inaugural recipient of the
Steve Nelson Yeutter Institute
International Trade Internship Award.
The award honors Steve Nelson, a
longtime Nebraska Farm Bureau leader,
as it helps students gain valuable
experience in the nation’s capital.
“Agriculture will benefit in the long
term because youth receiving this award
will learn how to influence future agricultural trade policy,” said Mark McHargue, Nebraska Farm Bureau president.
“Nebraska Farm Bureau’s extensive
involvement in the trade arena and support for agricultural youth and leadership development makes this internship
a perfect match for these priorities.”
The award will provide Gerlach
with $6,000 to intern full time with
the Washington International Trade

Association (WITA) this summer in agriculture and natural resources and
Washington, D.C. WITA is a nonprofit, leadership and communications within
non-partisan organization dedicated the College of Agricultural Sciences and
to providing a neutral forum for the Natural Resources at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.
open and robust discussion
“This opportunity will put me
of international trade polion the right path to prepare mycy and related issues. She will
self for everything I want to do
gain valuable exposure to and
in the future.”
experience with trade poliGerlach grew up raising show
cy issues and trade leaders in
pigs on her family’s hog opbusiness, agriculture, law, aceration in southeast Nebraska
ademia,
non-governmental
and always knew she wanted
organizations, embassies and
the U.S. government.
Savannah Gerlach to make agriculture her future
career. As a former state FFA
“I’m incredibly excited to be
in the heart of ag policy and trade so that officer, she was able to travel across the
I can discover career opportunities, build state of Nebraska and internationally –
my network and see what is out there,” exposing her to virtually every avenue of
said Gerlach, a sophomore studying ag- agriculture.
Gerlach knew she wanted to be inricultural economics with a public policy option and minors in international volved with international agriculture

very early on. Her interest in trade policy and building international agriculture relationships was jump-started
when she listened to a presentation by
Jill O’Donnell, director of the Yeutter
Institute, as a high school student attending the Nebraska Agricultural Youth
Conference.
Following completion of her internship, Gerlach will work with Yeutter Institute leadership to plan an educational
event for students and the public on an
agricultural trade policy issue.
Gifts in honor of the Steve Nelson
Yeutter Institute International Trade
Internship Award may be directed to
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation.
Donations can be made online at www.
nefbfoundation.org or mailed to the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation, P.O. Box
80299, Lincoln, NE 68501.

2021 Early Harvest and Century Club Grants awarded

C

ongratulations to the County Farm Bureaus who
participated in the Early Harvest Campaign and met
or exceeded their new ag member goal. These County
Farm Bureaus received a $125 check from Nebraska Farm
Bureau! Also, compliments go to County Farm Bureaus
who were eligible and applied for one of 10 grants for up to
$250 to provide additional resources to help those counties
accomplish their goals for 2021. At right are the winners:

EARLY HARVEST
CAMPAIGN WINNERS:

Arthur
Blaine
Cedar
Dodge
Grant

CENTURY CLUB GRANTS:

Keith
Kimball/Banner
Platte
Rock
York

Blaine (Sandhills Museum)
Box Butte (Member Appreciation)
Cheyenne (Fourth-Grade Ag Day)
Grant (Scholarships)
Hamilton (Membership “Drive”)

Hayes (County Fair)
Jefferson (Member Appreciation)
Morrill (Ag Reading)
Scotts Bluff (Early Readers)

Explore all that Rewards has to offer. Register today at
www.johndeere.com/farmbureau and receive an
upgraded John Deere Rewards membership to Platinum 1
status unlocking extra discounts on equipment, parts, and
merchandise, and more. Some restrictions do apply.

Take the work out of yard-work with a new
Grasshopper mower. Save 15% on the purchase
of new Grasshopper mowers, accessories and
implements. Show your current Farm Bureau
membership card at the time of purchase to apply the
savings. Visit your local Grasshopper dealer today.

Combine work and play with Yamaha ATV’s and
Side-by-Side’s. Enjoy a $250 Yamaha factory direct
cashback rebate for being a Nebraska Farm Bureau
member. Visit your local Yamaha dealer today. Submit
your rebate request at www.nefb.org/benefits.

Save up to $500 on new Case IH equipment
including the Vestrum® Series tractor when using
your Farm Bureau member benefit. Print a money
saving certificate at www.nefb.org/benefits and
visit your local Case IH dealership today.

AS PART OF YOUR FARM BUREAU MEMBERSHIP...
You receive a wealth of savings. Visit www.nefb.org/benefits or download
the mobile app today for a full list of benefits.
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Nebraska Farm Bureau says property tax relief, education funding
reform and broadband must be state budget priorities

N

ebraska Farm Bureau is urging state lawmakers
to make dollars for property tax relief, school
funding reform and expanded broadband top
priorities during state budget negotiations. Senators
began the budget debate April 8.
“It’s imperative the Legislature invest our state tax
dollars in the areas that will help strengthen our state by
supporting our families, businesses and communities.
That means providing tax relief, finding better ways to
fund our schools and ensuring we have infrastructure
that meets our growing needs,” said Mark McHargue,
Nebraska Farm Bureau president.
According to McHargue, one of the most impactful
things the Legislature can do in the budget is build
upon the property tax relief it enacted last year with
the passage of LB 1107. The measure put in place a
framework whereby property tax relief for Nebraskans would grow as the state’s economy grows. The
legislation provided the relief through a new refund-

able income tax credit based on property taxes paid to
schools, which Nebraskans were able to claim for the
first time this tax season.
“Putting tax money back in the hands of hardworking Nebraskans is the best way to help families and
communities. The Legislature can do that by ensuring
the state budget triggers additional LB 1107 tax relief
for 2021. It is imperative senators provide the greatest
amount of property tax relief possible,” said McHargue.
Reforms obligating the state to take greater responsibility for funding the education of all of Nebraska’s K-12
students is also a high priority. According to McHargue
only 84 of Nebraska’s 243 school districts will receive
state equalization aid for the current school year, leaving 159 school districts to be funded primarily through
local property taxes. LB 454, a bill introduced by Sen.
Curt Friesen of Henderson, would enact “stabilization
aid,” a new form of state aid to be directed to school
districts that rely heavily on property taxes for funding.

“It’s very important the Legislature ensures dollars
are available in the budget to fund this important step
forward to make sure the state does more to fund the
education of Nebraska students regardless of where
they live or the size of their school,” said McHargue.
Nebraska Farm Bureau also backs funding a proposal
by the governor to put $40 million over the next two
years toward grants for expanding broadband in the
state.
“There’s no way rural Nebraska or our state will reach
its full potential if we don’t expand broadband in Nebraska. It’s important to the future of our schools, telehealth and main street businesses. It’s critical to farmers
and ranchers in using precision technology that allows
us to improve across the board, including minimizing
our environmental footprint. It’s vital the Legislature
continues to invest in broadband,” said McHargue.
Visit www.nefb.org/action-alert to encourage your
senator to support these priorities.

NEFB elevates advocacy efforts to improve service and value to its members

N

ebraska Farm Bureau is making changes within
the organization to elevate its advocacy efforts.
Beginning March 16, Craig Head became Nebraska
Farm Bureau’s chief advocacy officer and will lead
advocacy efforts across all departments. Prior to becoming
the chief advocacy officer, Head served as vice president
of issue management, responsible for communicating and
marketing Farm Bureau’s policy positions to Farm Bureau
members, the public and policy leaders.
“Advocacy at NEFB encompasses many programming
features and crosses many department lines,” said Rob
Robertson, NEFB chief administrator. “Whether you
are examining our programs related to lobbying, policy development, political action, economic analysis,

communications, member engagement and the work of
the Foundation, they all impact our advocacy efforts to
some degree or another. Craig has the experience bringing all of these things together to continue moving our
advocacy efforts forward.”
To build on our culture of advocacy to serve Nebraska
Farm Bureau members, we need a more coordinated approach with an emphasis on identifying the monetary
value of those actions to show the value of membership,
Robertson said.
“Leading on advocacy is challenging and even more
so when you factor in the polarizing politics of today,
along with the multiple advocacy platforms that exist,
which are influencing political, economic and social in-

stitutions. In order for Nebraska Farm Bureau to achieve
success, we need to communicate in various ways to our
members, influencers and the public using every item in
our toolbox to enrich the lives of farm and ranch families and enhance Nebraska agriculture,” Robertson said.
Head was also the state director of Governmental Relations and Regulatory Affairs, handling both regulatory issues and state house lobbying responsibilities. He
joined the Nebraska Farm Bureau as assistant director
of Governmental Relations in December 1997.
He was raised on a grain and livestock farm near Randolph, Iowa. He earned a Bachelor of Science in agriculture from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring
in both agronomy and agricultural journalism.

BURGERS, BRATS AND BREWS

Photos by Tina Henderson

Youth At-Large
Nebraska Farm
Bureau Board
Member Lance
Atwater (left)
enjoyed a good
conversation
with his
senator, Steve
Halloran of
Hastings.

There were smiles all around as NEFB President Mark McHargue (left) talked
with Elkhorn Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, chairman of the Revenue Committee,
and Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer, who sits on the Education Committee.

Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard (left) visits with Seward County Farm
Bureau members Merlyn Nielsen and his wife, Elanie.

More than 120 Farm
Bureau members and
senators attended
Burger, Brats and
Brews at the Nebraska
Farm Bureau office
in Lincoln on March
30. Phelps/Gosper
County Farm Bureau
Member Tom Schwarz
(left) had a good
conversation with
Glenvil Sen. Dave
Murman.
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Removal of Japan quota on U.S. beef is among Nebraska
Farm Bureau asks of new U.S. trade representative

N

ebraska Farm Bureau is urging United States
Trade Representative Katherine Tai to push for
the elimination of Japan’s quota system, which
limits the amount of U.S. beef that can enter the country.
In correspondence to the newly confirmed U.S. trade
representative, Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark
McHargue identified numerous areas where Tai could act
to boost markets for Nebraska farm and ranch families.
“Japan is a major market for Nebraska beef. Nebraska
exports to Japan alone exceeded $362 million in 2020.
Yet, we continue to struggle with Japan’s quota system
that triggers additional tariffs on U.S. beef exports. One
of the best things Trade Representative Tai could do for
our state would be to work for the elimination of Japan’s
beef quota,” said McHargue.
In addition to the quota issue, McHargue encouraged
Tai to focus on three general trade areas including action to address the ongoing trade concerns with China,
expanding international marketing opportunities and
supporting efforts to restore the integrity of the World
Trade Organization through needed reforms.

“Enforcement of the current U.S.-China Phase One
trade agreement is critical to agriculture. With the
agreement set to expire at the end of 2021, it is imperative the administration act to stabilize and normalize
trade with China. To get there, we encourage the administration to work with like-minded countries in a
multi-lateral approach to develop rules and institutions
to address the many outstanding concerns with China,”
said McHargue.
Nebraska Farm Bureau also encouraged Tai and the
administration to continue previous Trump-era trade
negotiations with the United Kingdom and the European Union, as well as with Kenya. McHargue highlighted the need for the U.S. to forge ahead in rejoining the
Trans-Pacific Partnership, now known as the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP). The CPTPP is a free trade agreement between 11 countries in the Asia-Pacific region,
including two of Nebraska’s largest trade partners in
Canada and Mexico, as well as Japan.
“China filled the power vacuum that was created

when the U.S. pulled out of the original TPP deal. China
subsequently signed a significant trade agreement with
many of the CPTPP countries. It’s vital the Biden administration and Trade Representative Tai start us on
the path of re-entry to the CPTPP so we can regain markets and influence, while pushing back against China,”
said McHargue.
The importance of a global rules-based trading system, and the need for reforms to restore the diminished
role of the World Trade Organization (WTO), were also
noted in the Nebraska Farm Bureau correspondence.
The WTO effectively became inoperable in 2019 when
President Donald Trump held up nominations of new
members to the Appellate Body which hears appeals in
disputes brought by WTO members.
“The most important component of the WTO is to enforce the trade rules that are in place. Given agriculture’s
reliance on international trade and the continued need
for a global rules-based trading system, it is essential
the Biden administration approve new members to the
Appellate Body as soon as possible,” said McHargue.

NEFB details concerns, seeks answers on 30x30 climate executive order

N

ebraska Farm Bureau is pushing the Biden
administration for answers regarding how
the president will implement a Jan. 27, 2021,
executive order setting a goal of conserving at least 30%
of lands and waters by 2030 (30x30).
The 30x30 order contained few details, in turn raising numerous questions and concerns from farmers,
ranchers and other landowners. Nebraska Farm Bureau
President Mark McHargue detailed Farm Bureau member concerns and urged the administration to provide
clarity in an April 5 letter to the president.
“Nebraska’s farmers and ranchers remain committed to caring for our environment and utilizing sci-

ence-based conservation practices. If the administration
plans to implement 30x30 by placing additional limits on
what farm and ranch families can do with their property,
we stand ready to stop it,” said McHargue.
The purchase and expansion of public lands by the
government, the use of conservation easements to restrict land use in perpetuity, and the expansion of
federal control over private property were among the
concerns McHargue detailed in the letter on behalf of
Nebraska Farm Bureau members. Concerns about the
lack of details in the executive order were only further
fueled by the inability or unwillingness of new U.S. Interior Secretary Deb Haaland to answer questions about

the 30x30 proposal during her confirmation hearing.
“Farm Bureau has a long and distinct history of supporting private property rights and opposing expansion
of federal government reach over our nation’s farms and
ranches. Healthy land, air and water are the lifeblood of
our rural communities. Nebraska farmers and ranchers
work hard to preserve our natural resources for future
generations. It’s imperative the administration not only
provide clarity as to how they plan to move forward, but
it’s vital they make sure that those who will be impacted have a seat at the table to voice what will and won’t
work,” said McHargue. Visit www.nefb.org/action-alert
to urge the president to provide clarity on 30x30.

the chief economist, to establish regionally sufficient
levels of negotiated cash and negotiated grid trade,
seek public comment on those levels, then implement.
2. Requiring USDA to create and maintain a publicly available library of marketing contracts between
packers and producers in a manner that ensures
confidentiality.
3. Mandating that a packer report to USDA of the number of cattle scheduled to be delivered for slaughter
each day for the next 14 days and require USDA to
report this information on a daily basis.
4. Prohibiting the USDA from using confidentiality as a
justification for not reporting and makes clear that
USDA must report all LMR information, and they
must do so in a manner that ensures confidentiality.
Nebraska Farm Bureau president Mark McHargue offered the following statement of support on Sen. Fischer’s
bill: “On behalf of Nebraska Farm Bureau and our farm
and ranch members, I want to thank Sen. Fischer for her
dedication and commitment to Nebraska beef producers.
Transparency in cattle markets has been and continues
to be an issue of great concern to many of our members.
Market transparency has been the overarching goal of all
of our policy discussions on this topic for years. We’re excited that Sen. Fischer’s Market Transparency Act of 2021
again offers needed reforms and looks to bring transparency back to the cattle marketplace. We look forward to
working with Sen. Fischer on this important legislation
to enact change in cattle markets that will lead to positive
outcomes for our state’s beef producers.”

unquestionably compromise the rapid growth of conservation-based, no-till soil practices. The 2017 Census
of Agriculture revealed no-till farming in Nebraska as a
preferred conservation management practice in 2017 at
10.25 million acres, up nearly 1 million acres since 2012.

NATIONAL NOTES

It’s Official, PPP Deadline Moved to May 31

President Joe Biden signed the Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) Extension Act of 2021 into law. The legislation extends the PPP application deadline for two
months, through May 31. Farm Bureau supported passage of the legislation. Farmers and ranchers operating as single-member LLCs and state and county Farm
Bureaus who were recently made eligible for PPP, now
have more time to apply for PPP loans. On March 12,
the Small Business Administration expended PPP eligibility using the gross receipts test to single-member
LLCs and qualified joint ventures. Contact your banker
for more details.

Farm Bureau Board Held a Virtual D.C. Fly-in
March 3 and 9

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Board of Directors met
virtually with Nebraska’s elected officials and agricultural leaders during a two-day virtual Washington,
D.C., fly-in March 3 and March 9. Farm Bureau leaders discussed priority issues which include taxes, trade
and climate-related issues. The board visited with all
the Nebraska delegation and met with Zach Ducheneaux, newly appointed administrator of the USDA’s
Farm Service Agency; Debbie Reed, executive director
of the Ecosystem Services Market Consortium; as well
as staff from the Senate Agriculture Committee.

Sen. Deb Fischer Introduces Cattle Market
Transparency Act

Sen. Deb Fischer has reintroduced the Cattle Market
Transparency Act. Transparency in cattle markets has
been and continues to be an issue of great concern to
many of our members. The bill seeks four main areas
of reform including:
1. Establishing regional mandatory minimum thresholds
of negotiated cash and negotiated grid trades to enable
price discovery in cattle marketing regions. It will require the secretary of agriculture, in consultation with

NEFB Working to Keep Glyphosate Available

Nebraska Farm Bureau is pushing for the Environmental Protection Agency to re-register glyphosate
as an approved crop protection product. In comments
submitted to the agency on their draft biological evaluation for glyphosate, NEFB emphasized how important the product is to Nebraska farmers and ranchers
and stressed that making glyphosate unavailable would

USDA to Reboot RFID Cattle Traceability
Proposal

USDA is reworking how it plans to move forward
on a proposal to make Radio Frequency Identification
the official ear tag for use in interstate movement of
cattle. In response to public comments on a proposal
announced in July 2020, the agency has clarified that
it will not move forward with the initial proposal, but
instead approach the issue using an official rulemaking
process. The decision means the July 2020 proposal will
not be finalized and that all USDA Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service currently approved methods of identification may continue to be used as official
identification until further notice. Nebraska Farm Bureau will continue to monitor the situation as USDA develops a new proposal that will again be open for public
comment though the official rulemaking process.

Updates to CFAP Payments and Additional
‘Pandemic Assistance for Producers’

On March 25, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced details on how USDA will provide
COVID-19 assistance to farmers and ranchers as authorized by Congress last December. The December package included direct aid to crop producers, cattle producers, contract growers and livestock producers who
had to depopulate animals, and additional inventory
payments for livestock producers. While the Vilsack announcement detailed the issuance of program payments
to producers of some commodities, other programs and
payments authorized by Congress remain on hold due to
administrative review, including payments to hog producers and contract livestock producers.
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What can Nebraska do to keep young people in agriculture?
W

hat needs to be done to keep the best and the brightest in Nebraska agriculture? Nebraska Farm Bureau News wanted to find out what some forward-thinking young farmers and
ranchers from NEFB’s Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee thought about the subject. Due to limited space, we have shared selected answers. You can read the entire segment at
nefb.org/e-news. We also want to extend this conversation online. Join the Nebraska Young Farmers and Ranchers Facebook group at www. facebook.com/groups/NEYoungFarmersRanchers.

Q1. Where do you see the future of
Nebraska agriculture heading?

Q2. How do you keep young people
on the farm or ranch?

areas we have not even thought of yet. Whether
it’s growth in maybe underrepresented areas of
livestock (poultry and dairy), other protein sources
such as aquaculture or even specialty crops, as a
state we have all the right ingredients to grow in
new and exciting ways.

to somehow become profitable to have small operations. It
seems like right now you can’t make a go without having a
bunch of cows or thousands of acres of crops. Most young
producers cannot afford to start with a big operation. The
proposed tax changes by the Biden Administration are going
to complicate these issues even more. A lot of young producers have started to diversify into other sectors of ag. I think
this diversification is going to be essential to get into the
business.

Brady Revels, Douglas County – YF&R Chairman: I think it is going to continue to grow into

Emily Reitz, Lancaster County – Student AtLarge: Nebraska has and always will be a key player

in the agricultural industry. Our diverse production
themes across the livestock and crop sectors allows
us to stand out and maintain a big competitor.
Going forward, I believe Nebraska will continue to
expand its presence in diverse livestock production,
especially in poultry and pork production.

Alec Ibach, Dawson County – Central Region:

Agriculture is going to continue to evolve and adapt to
the changing needs of our consumers. So as technology continues to be developed, farmers and ranchers
will adapt these new technologies and become more
efficient and productive. It will be an industry that is
driven by consumer demands, and we will adapt to
meet those needs.

Desarae Porter, Thomas County – North Central Region: For young people to stay on the farm and ranch it has

Adam Venteicher, Pierce County – Northeast Region:

To keep young people on the farm or ranch, it takes a little
help from neighbors, parents, or grandparents. It takes so
much capital to begin farming or ranching, that it almost
requires the little bit of extra help of lower rent, payments
to buy out a farm or simply a co-signer on a loan. And on
the other hand, it takes the younger farmers to help the
aging farmers in the area. I believe there’s a will there for
many young people to start if the opportunity is there!
Erin Norman, Dawes County – Northwest Region: Young
people need to see the benefit. Being knowledgeable and
experiencing all the facets that Farm Bureau has to offer
will help young farmers and ranchers to see the benefits

and feel like they have a voice on topics that are happening at the state and federal level.

Tatum Brunkow, Lancaster County - Student AtLarge: I think a huge part will be to help educate young

people on how to start the conversation of handing
down the farm and making the switch to a full partner.
Also, with Young Farmers and Ranchers it is important
that young people know that there is a place for them
in Nebraska Farm Bureau that they can gain education
and gain a networking group of people just like them.

Q3. What is the one thing Nebraska can do
to help you to succeed in agriculture?

Lance Atwater, Adams/Webster County – Youth
At-Large Board member: Making sure there is a mar-

ket out there for the products that I grow whether that
be the regular staple crops of corn and soybeans or new
and emerging niche markets such as farm-to-table.
Having numerous markets to sell into provides opportunities to be profitable and can allow a farm to grow
and make the necessary changes to be successful.

Tyler Ramsey, Adams/Webster County – At-Large:

Don’t tax us out of business. Property tax and possible
changes to inheritance tax trouble me the most. We need
our elected representatives to support tax regulation that
will allow our family farms to continue to succeed.

UNL student takes top honors at YF&R
virtual collegiate discussion meet

T

he winner of the American Farm Bureau
Young Farmers & Ranchers Virtual
Collegiate Discussion Meet is Abigail
Durheim of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
She was awarded the top prize following a
discussion on solutions that would enhance
the vibrancy and economic sustainability of
agriculture and rural communities.

Durheim is a senior studying agricultural
and environmental sciences communication at
UNL and will receive her bachelor degree later
this year.
As the national winner, she received a $3,000
scholarship from competitive event sponsor CHS
Foundation. Durheim was one of 24 competitors
in this year’s virtual collegiate discussion meet.

The YF&R program includes men and women between the ages of 18 and 35. The program’s
goals are to help younger Farm Bureau members learn more about agriculture, network with
other farmers and realize their full potential
as leaders in agriculture and Farm Bureau. The
Virtual Discussion Meet was held during AFBF’s
2021 FUSION Reimagined Conference.

Abigail Durheim

New appointments to the YF&R committee

T

he Nebraska Farm Bureau board of directors made
appointments to the NEFB Young Farmers and
Rancher Committee at their December meeting.
Current YF&R members Brady and Katie Revels of Valley, members of the Douglas County Farm Bureau, were
appointed as chairs of the committee. Brady grew up on
a diversified cattle operation in central Florida and is
now an animal health representative for Elanco Animal
Health. Katie grew up on a hog and grain operation in
northeast Nebraska and is now a chiropractor in Valley.
Joe and Jaden Melnick live in Hastings, are members
of the Adams/Webster County Farm Bureau and represent the South Central Region. Joe is the operations
manager for Green Cover Seed in Bladen, while Jaden
works in sales and selection for DNA Genetics.

Young
Leaders
Engage
Leadership Academy Cadet
Daniel Hasart of Cherry County
spoke to his state senator and
afterward, talked about his
experience in a radio interview.

Desarae Porter lives in Thedford with her husband,
Bailey, and they are members of the Thomas County
Farm Bureau, presenting the North Central Region. She
works for the USDA-NRCS as a soil conservation technician where she helps provide engineering assistance
to area producers to implement conservation practices.
Bailey works on a ranch near Halsey.
Adam and Kaylyn Venteicher have a corn, soybean and
cow/calf operation near Pierce and are members of the
Pierce County Farm Bureau. The couple represents the
Northeast Region. Adam currently works full time on
his family’s farm. Kaylyn is a registered nurse at CHI
Health-Plainview.
Emily Reitz and Tatum Brunkow are both Student
At-Large members of the committee and belong to the

Lancaster County Farm Bureau. Reitz is a junior at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln where she is majoring in agricultural education and minoring in animal
science. She is from northeastern Colorado where she
grew up in a rural, agricultural community. Brunkow
is a sixth-generation farmer from Wamego, Kansas.
Her family operates a commercial cow/calf operation
and sheep operation while also producing corn, soybeans and hay.
The YF&R Committee is made up of county Farm Bureau members from across Nebraska. During their time
on the committee, members receive training on leadership and agricultural issues, and they hone other professional skills while promoting Farm Bureau and agriculture. Go to www.nefb.org/yfr for more information.

The 2021 Leadership
Academy Cadets and the
Young Farmers and Ranchers
(YF&R) Committee met
March 24-25 to go through
media training that helps
make the connection with
consumers through common
values. Brady Revels of
Douglas County Farm Bureau
and chairman of the YF&R
committee participated in a
video interview during the
two-day meeting.
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Your nearest Farm Bureau agent would be glad to hear from you:
ADAMS
402-462-2920
1902 W. 2nd Street, Hastings
*Rodney Hunt, AEP, CASL, ChFC, LUTCF

DIXON
905 Oak St., Wakefield
*Blake McAfee

ADAMS
813 W. 2nd, Hastings
*Marty Demuth

DODGE
402-721-2644
1900 E. Military, Ste. 248, Fremont
*Sherry Leriger, LUTCF
DOUGLAS/ELKHORN
402-758-6633
20324 Veterans Dr., Ste. 101, Elkhorn
Troy Perchal
Jason Smith

ANTELOPE
104 W. 11th, Neligh
*Brandon Doke
*Al Stelling, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF

402-463-2111

402-887-4842
402-887-4880

BOONE
124 N. 4th, Albion
Rori Erickson

402-395-6363

BOX BUTTE
407 E 3rd, Alliance
*Rhonda Baseggio

308-762-4505

BROWN-ROCK-KEYA PAHA
312 N. Main St., Ainsworth
*Angie Davis

402-387-1809

BUFFALO
3915 Ave. N, Ste. A, Kearney
*Rick Smith, LUTCF
*Don Snyder, LUTCF

308-234-2222

BUFFALO
5810 2nd Ave., Kearney
Matt Myers
Rich Peters

308-234-4922

BUFFALO
211 Grand Ave., Ravenna
*Don Snyder, LUTCF

308-452-3653

BUFFALO
308-251-2011
2202 Central Ave., Ste. 11, Kearney
*Allisa Waller
BURT
1316 L. St., Tekamah
Troy Perchal

402-374-1880

BUTLER
319 “E” St., David City
Don Sterup

402-367-3306

CASS
402-296-4999
2302 W. 8th Ave. #1, Plattsmouth
*Lori Good-Baker
CEDAR
402-254-6945
109 N. Broadway, Hartington
*Allen Walton
CHASE
513 Court St., Imperial
*Dustin Weiss

888-625-6698

CHERRY
264 N. Main, Valentine
*Jay Hollenbeck

402-376-3328

CHEYENNE
1108 10th Ave., Sidney
Justin Christensen

308-203-1606

CLAY
209 N. Saunders, Sutton
*Ryan Schmeits

402-773-4272

COLFAX
1035 Road E, Schuyler
Eric Goodrich

402-287-2784

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
14507 California St., Omaha
Jacob Engel
Jaron Hall

402-894-5768

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
3225 California St., Omaha
Toyi Beguedou

402-415-2327

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
402-779-7211
4852 S 133rd St., Ste. 105, Omaha
Jon Christensen
DOUGLAS/OMAHA
4611 S. 96th St., Ste. 115, Omaha
Michael Friend
402-218-2669
Jacob Stroh, LUTCF
402-218-2630
DOUGLAS/OMAHA
402-861-4348
16016 Evans St., Ste. 109, Omaha
Dylan Anson
David Carlson

GAGE
3216 N. 6th, Beatrice
Curt Spilker

402-228-4232

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
402-484-0303
249 Cherry Hill Blvd., Ste. 2, Lincoln
Melissa Wheeler, ChFC, LUTCF

SAUNDERS
260 W 6th St., Wahoo
Scott Kieffer

GOSPER
103 N. Smith Ave, Elwood
LaNae Matousek

308-785-1011

SCOTTS BLUFF
308-635-8005
108 East 19th, Scottsbluff
Dick Bretthauer, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF

GRANT
108 S. Main St., Hyannis
*Jay Engel, LUTCF

308-458-7066

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
5540 South St., Ste. 202, Lincoln
Ryan Rohl
531-500-3459
Sonny Lane
402-421-1016

HALL
308-382-5707
2118 W. Kent Ave., Grand Island
Rocky Kershaw
Kyle Sawyers, LUTCF

402-768-6218

MADISON-STANTON
504 N. 13th St., Norfolk
Brad Bosh
Zachary Miller

402-379-3237

402-385-2208

402-371-1520

THURSTON
306 Main, Pender
Matt Buchholz

HAMILTON
1110 K St., Aurora
Kevin Foland

402-694-2399

HARLAN
604 West Main, Alma
*Phil Hinrichs

308-928-2232

MADISON-STANTON
401 E. Norfolk Ave., Norfolk
*Joe Herian, LUTCF
MERRICK
1105 16th St., Central City
*Shannon Hannappel

308-946-3893

402-336-1332

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
7733 “L” St., Omaha
Kevin McTaggart

402-934-2232

402-336-3635

MORRILL
820 Main St., Bridgeport
*Shelli Bowman

308-262-1740

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK
504 W. Douglas, O’Neill, NE
*James Hedstrom

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
402-894-5046
9869 S. 168th Ave., Unit 1A, Omaha
*Daniel Thompson, Jr.

HOWARD
904 2nd St., St. Paul
*Don Snyder, LUTCF

308-754-5481

NANCE
330 Broadway St., Fullerton
*Don Snyder. LUTCF

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
5726 S. 144th St., Omaha
Scott Kamrath
Ron Randall, LUTCF
Albert Rodriguez

402-729-2728

NEMAHA
1415 19th St., Auburn
*Tasa Paul

402-274-3189

JEFFERSON
303 Jefferson St., Daykin
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF

402-729-2728

NUCKOLLS
449 N. Central Ave., Superior
*Nate Casey, LUTCF

402-879-3377

JEFFERSON
505 7th St., Fairbury
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF

402-269-2541

JOHNSON
185 S 3rd St., Tecumseh
Ryan Rohl

402-335-2254

OTOE
429 5th St., Syracuse
Ryan Rohl

308-832-2290

PAWNEE-RICHARDSON
624 “G” St., Pawnee City
Ryan Rohl

402-852-2125

KEARNEY-FRANKLIN
640 N. Minden Ave., Minden
Randy Myers

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
6834 S. 143rd Plaza, Omaha
Brandon Avery

402-614-3187

402-352-3146

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
3131 S. 72nd Street, Omaha
Ryan Burden, LUTCF

402-502-2851

CUMING
305 Main St., Bancroft
*Blake McAfee

402-648-7513

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
402-339-6348
11840 Nicholas St., Ste. 205, Omaha
Tyler Langel

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
402-477-6262
5455 Red Rock Lane, Ste. 11, Lincoln
Tom Banderas
Jon Dunham
Brock Roth
*Ryan Schmeits

CUMING
1012 Ave. “E”, Wisner
Jason Schweers

402-529-2228

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
4018 L St., Omaha
Silvia Soltero-Zepeda

402-965-0535

LANCASTER/HICKMAN
402-792-0000
6760 Woodland Blvd., Suite C, Hickman
Chris Snyder

CUSTER-BLAINE-LOUP
616 South C, Broken Bow
*Ed Duryea

308-872-6433

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
14229 Pacific St., Omaha
Brendan Coogan
Ashleigh DeGlopper
Dylan Javorsky

402-225-6480

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
2455 Pine Lake Rd., Ste. 100, Lincoln
**David Duff
402-423-7109
Michael Kastens, FSS
402-420-7453
Stephanie Peterson
402-421-6798

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
402-829-5426
8031 West Center Rd., Ste. 103, Omaha
Melissa Muths
308-324-6355
308-324-4000

308-282-1000

THAYER
440 Lincoln Ave., Hebron
*Nate Casey, LUTCF

308-381-5642
308-381-5651

402-991-8200

DAWSON
411 East Pacific, Lexington
Rick Trampe
*Chase Wolf

308-638-4566

402-316-7077

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK
130 S. 4th St., O’Neill
*Barbara Hesse

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
402-401-6485
1299 Farnam St., Ste. 300, Omaha
Rachel Sweet

SHERIDAN
123 N. Main, Hay Springs
*Rhonda Baseggio

MADISON-STANTON
712 W Norfolk Ave., Norfolk
*Brandon Doke

402-493-5900

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
6606 S. 168th St., Ste. 200, Omaha
David Burke, LUTCF
402-884-4410
Corey Ramold
402-884-4410
Armando Vargas
402-991-3417

402-643-9100

HALL
710 N. Webb Rd., Grand Island
Kevin Foland
*Rodney Hunt
AEP, CASL, ChFC, LUTCF

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
2065 N. 120th, Omaha
Don Christensen

402-390-1076

SEWARD
546 Jackson Ave, Seward
Jack Russell

SHERIDAN
113 N. Main, Gordon
*Rhonda Baseggio

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
3614 N. 163rd Plaza, Omaha
Michael Baber
Varian Cole
Melissa McMurray

308-432-5062

308-660-4958

LINCOLN-LOGAN-THOMAS-MCPHERSON
308-534-9694
320 McNeel Lane, North Platte
*Jay Engel, LUTCF

402-614-0707

DAWES
323 Main St., Chadron
Amy Halverson

LINCOLN
930 1st St., Sutherland
*Jeffrey Gaasch

SCOTTS BLUFF
308-275-1313
1012 West 36th St., Ste. 4, Scottsbluff
*Shawn Harvey

HALL
308-382-5093
3341 State St., Ste. C, Grand Island
Lee Mohr, LUTCF
Stacey Rust

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
7114 N. 102nd Cr., Omaha
Matt Guzinski
Todd Noecker, LUTCF

DAKOTA
402-494-3972
1901 Cornhusker Dr., Ste 150, S. Sioux City
Colin Ross

LANCASTER/WAVERLY
402-786-0465
13220 Callum Dr., Ste. 3, Waverly
*Rusty Wellman

402-442-3704

KEITH-ARTHUR
888-625-6698
418 North Spruce St., Ogallala
*Dustin Weiss
KIMBALL
213 Chestnut, Kimball
*Shavonne Singleton

308-230-2226

KNOX
103 E. Main, Bloomfield
*Allen Walton

402-373-4600

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
5225 S. 16th St., Lincoln
Josh Behmer
Travis Grant
*Paul Johnson, AFIS
Eric Mitchell
Lukas Stoltenberg

402-421-4741
402-421-4743
402-421-4740
402-421-4442
402-421-4718

DAWSON
533 9th St., Gothenburg
Eric Vickers

308-537-2257

DOUGLAS/VALLEY
402-332-4151
333 Spruce St., Ste. 203, Valley
Rochelle Kerns
402-759-4407

DEUEL-GARDEN
252 Vincent Ave., Chappell
Steve Fischer

308-874-2404

FILLMORE
960 S. 13th, Geneva
*Steve Schiermeyer, LUTCF

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
8321 Cody Dr., Suite A, Lincoln
Chad Christensen
Brady Ellingson

FRONTIER
106 East 1st, Curtis
*Phil Hinrichs

308-367-4350

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
402-421-9100
5550 S. 59th St., Ste. 24, Lincoln
Jack Russell

402-421-2888
531-333-7763

308-536-3323

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER
1516 L Street, Ord
308-728-3216
Harold Benton
VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER
220 S. 14th St., Ord
308-728-3400
*Greg Duryea
WASHINGTON
1565 Washington St., Blair
Troy Perchal

402-426-3440

WAYNE
318 Main St., Wayne
*Blake McAfee

402-375-3144

YORK
611 N. Grant Ave., York
Brandon Meyer

402-362-0320

CROP ONLY AGENTS

PERKINS
228 Central Avenue, Grant
*Dustin Weiss

888-625-6698

PHELPS
411 Grant, Holdrege
*Phil Hinrichs

308-995-4041

PIERCE
115 West Main, Pierce
*Scott Race

402-329-6284

PLATTE
2921 23rd St., Columbus
Don Sterup

402-562-7777

PLATTE
301 S. Main, Humphrey
Carol Wemhoff

402-923-0292

POLK
402-747-2351
540 Nebraska Street, Osceola
Don Sterup
RED WILLOW
222 W 1st, McCook
Nicholas Wright

308-345-6720

RICHARDSON
1613 Stone St., Falls City
*Tasa Paul

402-801-8282

SALINE
214 W 3rd St., Wilber
*Steve Schiermeyer, LUTCF

402-821-8035

SARPY
8094 S 84th St., La Vista
*Brandon Doke

402-347-0010

SARPY
604 N Hwy 6, Gretna
Rochelle Kerns

402-332-4151

BROKEN BOW
Ed Wehling

308-872-6433

OAKLAND
Terry Richards

402-685-6852

CENTRAL CITY
Jack McMahon
Brett Santin

308-946-3893

SUPERIOR
Matt Sullivan

402-879-3002

MCCOOK
Jason Preston

308-345-1633

ALBION
Ron Erickson

402-395-6363

LINCOLN
Tom Mortimer

402-477-6262

* AgWise Advanced Certified
** AgWise Master Certified

We make insurance simple.®
Call your local Farm Bureau agent
to see how we make it simple to
protect your family, home, car
and business.

Insurance ۰ Investments

SARPY
402-932-0322
1256 Golden Gate Dr., Ste. 1, Papillion
Brad Bosh
Joe Rickley

www.fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through
FBL Marketing Services, LLC⁺, 5400
University Ave., West Des Moines,
IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member
SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty
Insurance Company”, Western Agricultural
Insurance Company⁺*, Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company⁺*/West Des Moines,
IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm
Bureau Financial Services M082 (2-12)

Contact your local Farm Bureau agent.
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Collegiate leaders receive Ron Hanson Scholarship

T

he Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation awarded
the Ron Hanson Collegiate Leader Scholarship
to two members of the Collegiate Farm Bureau
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) who are
pursuing degrees from the College of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR).
Emily Reitz and Miranda Hornung, both juniors at
CASNR, received $1,500 scholarships.
Dr. Ron Hanson, professor emeritus at UNL, established the scholarship to reward students who prioritize leadership-building activities while on campus.
“The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is proud
to steward Dr. Hanson’s legacy of serving others and
advancing Nebraska agriculture,” said Megahn Schafer, executive director of the Nebraska Farm Bureau
Foundation. “A longtime Farm Bureau member, Dr.
Hanson recognizes the power of grassroot volunteers,
and this scholarship encourages the next generation
of leaders to step up, make their voices heard and
serve their communities.”
This year’s recipients rose to the top of a strong
candidate pool. Applicants were judged based on their

involvement with UNL Collegiate Farm Bureau, volunteer and leadership activities, and their goals for
the future.
Reitz is pursuing a degree in agricultural education
with a minor in animal science. She is involved in volunteer organizations including UNL Collegiate Farm
Bureau where she serves as president, Nebraska FFA
Foundation, the Nebraska Human Resources Institute
(NHRI), and Nebraska Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers
and Ranchers Committee. Reitz serves as a leadership
mentor through NHRI for an eighth-grade student in
the Lincoln Public School system. Upon graduation,
Reitz plans to attend graduate school or law school
in hopes of beginning a career as an agricultural educator or a lawyer specializing in agricultural issues.
Hornung is pursuing a degree in agricultural education with plans to return to a rural community in
Nebraska and teach secondary education. Hornung is
an active member of the UNL Collegiate Farm Bureau
and currently serves as the vice president. Hornung
also serves as the president of the UNL FFA Alumni Club, Ag Ed Club and the Alpha Zeta Agricultural

Miranda Hornung

Emily Reitz

Honor Society. Hornung’s interests lies in connecting elementary education with agriculture where she will use
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation’s Agriculture in the
Classroom Program to further her students’ knowledge of
the importance of agriculture in their lives.

216 Attend ‘On the Farm’ at the
Kearney Area Children’s Museum

T

Sign2021-2022
up for the 2021-2022
Connecting
Chapters
Sign up for the
Connecting
Chapters
program
is now
open!
Please
shareyour
withlocal
your local
program is now
open!
Please
share
with
and encourage them to participate.
FFA chapterFFA
andchapter
encourage
them to participate.

he NEFB Promotion & Education (P&E) committee, with support of
volunteers from Buffalo County Farm Bureau, hosted “On the Farm” at
the Kearney Area Children’s Museum on March 18. The evening featured
free admission, prizes and a passport to visit nine activity stations that featured
Nebraska agriculture. Favorite stops included ice cream in a bag, a farm and ranch
trivia wheel and farm animal yoga. Attendees got to be seed explorers and had
the chance to build a barn at the craft station. “The turnout was fantastic, and it
was a great opportunity for our committee to partner with Buffalo County Farm
Bureau to expose more Kearney kids to Nebraska’s number-one industry,” said
Paula Peterson, chair of the NEFB P&E Committee. Pictured is Dawn Kucera, P&E
Committee volunteer and Madison County Farm Bureau member, playing the
Farm Animal Match game at the museum event.

FFA advisors can sign up at

FFA
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Deadline is May 30.

Deadline is May 30.

SAVE THE DATE
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MONDAY, JULY 26, 2021
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB
LINCOLN, NE 68520
EVENT SPONSOR

MONDAY, JULY 26, 2021
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB
LINCOLN, NE 68520
EVENT SPONSOR

Gifts at Work
With your help, Nebraska
Agriculture in the Classroom
helps students get their hands
on agriculture. More than 7,000
students received hands-on activity
kits this school year. Your support
With your help, Nebraska
will ensure these resources continue
Agriculture in the Classroom
to be available at no cost to schools.
helps students get their hands
on agriculture. More than 7,000
Donate
at www.nefbfoundation.org/donate
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kits this school year. Your support
will ensure these resources continue
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Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation
announces 2021 FFA Advisors of the Year
T
he Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation selected
two recipients for the FFA Advisor of the Year
award. Anna Lisa Estrela from AshlandGreenwood High School and Brian Johnson from
Litchfield High School were honored April 8 during
the 2021 Nebraska FFA Virtual State Convention. The
winning advisors received a plaque and a $1,000
donation to their FFA chapter.
The teachers were nominated by their students
and chosen based upon their school and community
involvement, leadership development in their classroom and ability to keep their students involved in
agriculture.
“It is an honor to recognize two teachers who
work each day to equip students for success,” said
Megahn Schafer, executive director of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation. “Ms. Estrela and Mr.
Johnson contribute in the classroom and in their
communities. Their emphasis on continual learning
will serve their students as they explore college and
careers related to Nebraska agriculture.”
Estrela is in her ninth year as the FFA Advisor
for Ashland-Greenwood High School. Estrela ensures each student is able to reach their career goals
through their Supervised Agricultural Experience
(SAE) project. She places great emphasis on the importance of students growing their life skills while

creating opportunities for achievements. In her
community, Estrela is known for the extensive effort she puts into the community and agricultural
education program.
“I am honored to receive this award. It means a
lot to me that the students and community members nominated me, but it is also really comforting
to know that agricultural companies are supportive
of what agriculture teachers do in their classrooms
and with their FFA chapters,” Estrela said.
Johnson goes out of his way on a daily basis to
make sure he puts his students in a position to succeed in life. The Litchfield FFA Chapter is active in
the community and participates in community
events including community cleanup and teaching
about farm safety during the “Bring Your Tractor
to School” event where they teach elementary students about the importance of being safe around
farm equipment. The chapter is also heavily involved in the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation’s
Connecting Chapters program where they increase
agricultural awareness, knowledge and appreciation
in their community.
“When I took over the Litchfield FFA program, my
only experience with the organization was volunteering with the Broken Bow FFA Chapter. My students and I have learned a lot over the past five years,

AG PEN
PEN
PALS
PALS
AG
PEN
PALS
EEDED!
NEEDED!
NEEDED!

Anna Lisa Estrela

Brian Johnson

Attention farmers,
ranchers, educators, and volunteers!
and we continue to make positive changes each year. Winning
this award helps to reaffirm that we are doing something right
and that we are on the right track. We couldn’t have gotten this
far without the students buying into the program and wanting
to succeed,” Johnson said.
“All of the FFA advisors nominated make a positive difference every day,” Schafer said. “They invest in the students who
are the future of our great state, and we are proud to celebrate
their service.”

Attention farmers, ranchers, educators, and volunteers!
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STAY CONNECTED:

facebook.com/
Nebraska.Farm.Bureau

@NEFarmBureau

youtube.com/
nebraskafarmbureau

nefarmbureau

flickr.com/photos/
nefarmbureau

pinterest.com/nefarmb

Post your FREE Classified
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com
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R-SERIES LOADERS
R-SERIES
ARE
HERE. LOADERS
ARE HERE.
R-SERIES
LOADERS
ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.
ARE HERE.
402-395-2181
kaytonint.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT
800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com
LINCOLN
BOBCAT OF LINCOLN
Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo402-464-6381
and the colors of the Bobcat machine are
registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and
www.bobcatoflincoln.com
various other countries.
©2021 Bobcat Company. All rights reserved. 14062396

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are
registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and
registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and
various
countries.
various
otherother
countries.
©2021
Bobcat
Company.
rights reserved.
©2021
Bobcat
Company.
All rightsAll
reserved.
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Colorado PAUSE Ballot
Initiative Draws Concerns
from Nebraska Farm Bureau

T

he Colorado Farm Bureau has
shared more details with Nebraska
Farm Bureau about the Protect
Animals from Unnecessary Suffering
and Exploitation (PAUSE) ballot initiative
in Colorado. The proposed initiative
creates new penalties for basic animal
husbandry practices and limits when
livestock and poultry producers can
slaughter their animals.
First, the act adds in a new definition of
a “sexual act with an animal” that would
make it illegal for farmers and ranchers
to utilize artificial insemination, pregnancy checking, semen collection and
fertility testing of livestock. This piece
alone would decimate the state of Colorado’s livestock industry as modern livestock production depends upon all these
technologies.
The initiative also places new requirements on when livestock and poultry can
be slaughtered. According to the proposal, livestock and poultry can be slaughtered so long as the animal has lived 25%
of its natural lifespan (as defined by the
act) and is slaughtered in such a way that
the animal does not needlessly suffer.
The act places the lifespan of cattle at 20
years, chickens at 8 years, turkeys at 10
years, ducks at 6 years, pigs and sheep at
15 years, and rabbits at 6 years. Below is a
list of the 25% calculation combined with
the typical slaughter age of livestock and
poultry in the US:

Cattle (slaughter allowed at 5
years>current slaughter age is
around 24 months)
Chickens (slaughter allowed at 2
years>current slaughter age is
around 4-7 weeks)
Turkeys (slaughter allowed at 2.5
years>current slaughter age is
around 5-6 months)
Ducks (slaughter allowed at 1.5
years>current slaughter age is
around 7 weeks)
Pigs (slaughter allowed at 3.75
years>current slaughter age is
around 6-8 months)
Sheep/Lambs (slaughter allowed at
3.75 years>current slaughter age is
around 6-8 months)
Rabbits (slaughter allowed at 1.5
years>current slaughter age is
around 3 months).
This requirement would increase the
environmental impact of livestock and
also dramatically decrease overall meat
quality.
The title board of the Colorado Secretary of State’s office gave the ballot initiative’s organizers the go-ahead to begin collecting signatures to get it on the
ballot.
Colorado Farm Bureau, Colorado Cattlemen’s Association, Colorado Dairy
Farmers, Colorado Wool Growers Association, Colorado Livestock Association
and the Colorado Pork Producers Council recently formed Coloradans for Animal Care to oppose the ballot initiative.
The group has a few legal challenges at
its disposal, including an appeal to the
Colorado Supreme Court. The costs of
such a challenge will likely reach into

the millions of dollars relatively quickly.
If the group is unsuccessful in its legal
challenges, the process of gathering signatures to get the initiative on the ballot
will begin.
Colorado election law calls for the
gathering of signatures from more than
50% of the voters who voted in the last
election (at least 124,632 signatures). Colorado election law does not stipulate that
signatures must be collected throughout
the state. Now that a formal coalition has
been established by Colorado’s main agricultural organizations, it is likely fundraising requests will soon follow. Farm
Bureau will provide more updates and
possible ways to help agriculture as the
issue advances.

Build Confidence.
Build Wealth.
I can help.
Create something that your future self
will thank you for. Like prioritizing your
financial goals. Putting together a
financial plan and investment strategy
today can help you achieve your
dreams tomorrow. Let’s get started.
David Hennings
13340 California St.
Omaha, NE
Office | 402.894.5783
Mobile | 402.618.0082
DavidHennings.fbfsadvisors.com
Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC.
Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Afﬁliates. *Company
provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (10-20)

Recent Checkoff Programs

Beef Consumer Trends & Behaviors
Understanding consumer trends and behaviors is an impor tant par t of the Beef Checkof f’s strategy
when promoting beef and developing messaging around beef production. As consumer perceptions
change and buying habits evolve, the Beef Checkof f adjusts the messaging approach through adver tising and consumer outreach.
The consumer dashboard sur vey is a tool used to evaluate consumers’ attitudes toward beef and beef
production while outlining areas that would encourage consumers to purchase more beef. The
Nebraska state sur vey was conducted in November of 2020 showing Nebraska beef trends compared
to consumers on a national level.
The Nebraska Beef Council Board of Directors utilize this information during their strategic planning
as they make considerations for 2021-2022 programs. The Strategic Plan will then be sent to
contractors who will be requesting funding for programs.

93% of Nebraskans are
eating beef at least
monthly compared to
88% nationally. Only 4%
of Nebraskans report
never eating beef.

Nebraska consumers
want more ways to
enjoy beef through
new recipes and meal
preparation ideas.

Subscribe to the NBC monthly newsletter
at www.nebeef.org/cattlemens-corner
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BAUM SEED SERVICE, LLC
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We get it–you’re comfortable with the equipment you own and upgrading to newer
technology seems complicated.

SPRINGFIELD

Rick thought the same thingSCHRAM
until he started
adding
Precision Planting products to
SEEDS,
LLC
his planter. Upgrading allowed him
to be confident his seed was planted correctly,
402-719-1534
resulting in the best stands he’s
ever had.
GrowMoreYield.com
It was that simple.
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© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota M5L, M6L Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock
inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed.
Customer instant rebates of $2,000 are available on qualifying finance or $5,000 on cash purchases of M5L
equipment.
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Offers
expire 6/30/21. Terms
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to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any
+ liability from the use of this material. For
complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.
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© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota M5L, M6L Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock
inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed.
Customer instant rebates of $2,000 are available on qualifying finance or $5,000 on cash purchases of M5L equipment. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 6/30/21. Terms subject
to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For
complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

Rick thought the same thing until he started adding Precision Planting products to
his planter. Upgrading allowed him to be confident his seed was planted correctly,
resulting in the best stands he’s ever had.
It was that simple.
Get started on your journey to simplicity.
precisionplanting.com/simple
Precision Planting® is a registered trademark of Precision Planting LLC. ©2021 Precision Planting LLC.
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Brand Name and
Post-Patent Ag Chemicals
at Wholesale Prices

Request a quote online:
www.reichmansales.com
or call 815-452-2665.
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REICHMAN SALES AND SERVICE Logo is a registered trademark of EXPRESS SOURCE AG, LLC K-121775

FAIRBURY
WHEEL - N - DEAL AUTO SALES, INC.
402-729-5281
wheelndealauto.net

OMAHA
FIVE STAR OUTDOOR POWER
531-867-3301
fivestaroutdoor.com

NORFOLK
NORFOLK IMPLEMENT, INC.
402-371-4311
www.mynorfolkimplement.com

WEST POINT
ENGELMEYER REPAIR
402-525-7979
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

DURABILITY
REDEFINED.
DURABILITY
REDEFINED.
The Vermeer N-series balers bring heavy-duty components for strength and durability in the field when
you need it most. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and Auto Lube system help
extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the industry.
Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation.
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on
machine specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2021 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-395-2181
kaytonint.com
BURWELL
THOENE FARM SERVICES
308-346-5250
thoene-cherryequip.com

LOUP CITY
ELDON KIEBORZ FARM
308-745-0293

NELIGH
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.
402-887-4118
kaytonint.com

SHELTON
CROFTON
OSTERMEYER EQUIPMENT, INC.
The Vermeer
N-series balers
bring heavy-duty components
for strength and durability in308-467-2345
the field when
KAYTON
INTERNATIONAL,
INC.
you need it most. Smart
features like the available automatic pickup clutch and Auto
Lube system help
402-388-4374
ostermeyerequip.com
extend machine life. Plus,
they’re backed by the best distribution network in the industry.
kaytonint.com
Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation.
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on
machine specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2021 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Auto repair
made simple
With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop,
the claims process is easy:

Auto repair
made simple
Only one estimate needed

Guaranteed workmanship

Simplified billing —
we pay the repair shop directly.

Expedited service

Call one of the Preferred Auto Repair Shops below:
GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON AUTO GROUP
308-384-1700
With aandersonautogroup.com
Farm Bureau Preferred

the claims process is easy:
HASTINGS
SEALEY BODY SHOP, INC
Only one
estimate needed
402-461-3244
sealeybodyshop.com

Auto

NORTH PLATTE
LEVANDER'S BODY SHOP
308-532-3747
Repair Shop,
levanderauto.com
NORTH PLATTE
TWIN RIVERS BODY SHOP, LLC
Guaranteed workmanship
308-532-4411
twinriversbodyshop.net

IMPERIAL
OMAHA service
Simplified
billing —
Expedited
HARCHELROAD
COLLISION
BAXTER AUTO BODY REPAIR
we pay theMOTORS
repair shop
directly.
CENTER
402-493-3397
308-882-2963
baxterauto.com/body-shop
Call oneHarchelroadMotors.com
of the Preferred Auto Repair Shops below:
OMAHA
LINCOLN
DAVE'S AUTO BODY CO.
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT
402-572-0200
402-474-4818
davesautobodyco.com
midtownbodyandpaint.com
For a complete
list of shops in your area,
OMAHA
visit fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
LINCOLN
LUKE'S AUTO BODY, LLC
BODYWORKS, INC. SOUTH
402-731-9992
PC106SPEIDELL
(10-20)
402-423-3038
speidellbodyworks.com
SCOTTSBLUFF
SCOTTSBLUFF BODY & PAINT
LINCOLN
308-632-0839
TRACY'S BODY SHOP SOUTH
scottsbluffbodyandpaint.com
402-441-4800
WILBER
tracysbodyshop.com
K & G BODYSHOP, INC.
402-821-2644
kgbodyshop.com

For a complete list of shops in your area,
visit fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
PC106 (10-20)
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Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition and Nebraska Extension
Team Up to Host 2021 Summer Grazing Tour
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Tuesday, June 15
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Mark your calendars for the 2021 Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition (NGLC) –Nebraska Extension
jointly sponsored Summer Grazing Tour scheduled for June 15, 2021 in north central Nebraska.
The 2021 tour will feature two Nebraska ranchers that manage very different grazing resources
including intensively managed cool season perennial pastures and native range, some of which
has been rescued from invasive Eastern Red Cedar. Additional financial support comes from the
Nebraska Environmental Trust, World Wildlife Fund-US and Pheasants Forever

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

800-327-0790

Contact
your
Sentinel
or call
Sentinel
Building Systems
Contact
your
locallocal
Sentinel
dealer or dealer
call Sentinel
Building
Systems
www.sentinelbuildings.com

800-327-0790
800-327-0790

www.sentinelbuildings.com
Contact your local Sentinel dealer
or call Sentinel
Building Systems
www.sentinelbuildings.com

800-327-0790
800-327-0790
Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call
Sentinel Building Systems
Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems
www.sentinelbuildings.com

MC COOL JUNCTION
NORQUEST AGRI SYSTEMS, INC.
402-724-2163

www.sentinelbuildings.com

MINDEN
WEAVER FARM SERVICE
308-832-1051
www.sentinelbuildings.com
308-233-4308 cell

800-327-0790

•
•

Jessen Ranch

Owned and managed by Tim Jessen and family
Continuation of rotational grazing practices started by grandfather and father nearly 40 years
ago
2600 acres subdivided into 20 pastures increasing stocking rate from 11-12 acres per cow to
7 acres per cow
40 year emphasis on cross fencing, water line installation, controlled burning and Eastern
Red Cedar (ERC) control

Kalkowski Ranch

Family ranch started in 1957 with Larry and Kay Lynn Kalkowski
Now involves four sons including Jeff, Chris, Tim and John and their families
Conservation practices over the last 64 years including cross fencing, water installation,
windbreak establishment and prescribed burning for ERC control
Focus on wildlife refuge ecosystem preservation for pollinators, birds and fish
Recipients of numerous conservation awards including 2010 Leopold Conservation Award

Summer Grazing Tour Registration at Jessen Ranch east of Niobrara, NE, Tuesday, June 15, 7:30-8:30 AM. $25
Registration fee (payable on arrival) includes boxed lunch and evening steak fry at the Springlake Angus Center near Lynch, NE.
Tour begins at 8:30 AM.
Directions to tour registration site at Jessen Ranch: Approximately 15 miles east of Niobrara, NE on SR 12 turn north
on Co. Rd. 538. Follow tour signs approximately 5 miles NW to Jessen Ranch rock sign on right. Another 1 ½ miles to
headquarters. GPS coordinates: 89480 537th Avenue, Bloomfield, NE.
Preregister required no later than Friday, June 4th by calling Ben Beckman, Nebraska Beef Systems Extension Educator
in Cedar County office 402-254-6821 or e-mailing ben.beckman@unl.edu. For more information, contact Ron Bolze, NGLC
Coordinator, at 402-321-0067.
The Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition is an independent organization of ranchers, interest groups, and agencies whose mission
is to collaborate on projects that improve the management and health of Nebraska grazing lands and ensure long-term stability
of rangeland resources. The NGLC is funded through grants from the Nebraska Environmental Trust, the Beginning Farmer
and Rancher Development Program of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA and the World Wildlife Fund-US.
Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension educational programs abide witht eh noddiscrimination policies
of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.

SEED MIXING - EDUCATION - SOIL HEALTH
SEED CROPS
MIXING
- EDUCATION
- SOIL-HEALTH
COVER
- STOCKPILE
BLENDS
FORAGES
COVER CROPS - STOCKPILE BLENDS - FORAGES

Our mission is to help
Our mission is to help
farmers and ranchers
farmers and ranchers
regenerate God's creation
regenerate God's creation
for future generations.
for future generations.

Call Auston for a Quote Today!
Bancroft, NE • 402-922-1966
www.midwesthoopconfinement.com

Contact us today!
Contact us today!
greencoverseed.com
(402)469-6784
info@greencoverseed.com

greencoverseed.com (402)469-6784
greencoverseed.com
(402)469-6784
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NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.
308-532-0950
valleyirrigation.com
valleyproirrigation.com

NEW!

NEW!

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL
By retroﬁtting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages
UPGRADE
YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
of FieldNET by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.
®

FIELDNET
PIVOT
CONTROL
• Full remote
control
of pivots, pumps
• Compatible with almost any pivot
injectors,
monitoring
Byand
retroﬁtting
anand
existing
systemsensors
with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages
• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
®
of
FieldNET
by Lindsay’s
web and
mobile capabilities,
including
real-time alerts.
• GPS
positioning
for precision
irrigation
with up
to 360 sectors

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors
• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible
with almost any pivot
www.myﬁeldnet.com
• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

www.myﬁeldnet.com

COLUMBUS
CORNHUSKER IRRIGATION,
INC.
402-563-3382
cornhuskerirrigation.com

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION
308-995-8340
www.husker-irrigation.zimmaticdealer.com

YORK
SCOTT-HOURIGAN CO.
402-362-7711
www.scotthourigan.com

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.
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Eiklenborg Combine &
Tractor Salvage
Combine, Baler &
Tractor Parts
Aplington, Iowa
319-347-5510

Open Pollinated Seed Corn
Out produces hybrid for
silage & grazing.
$67/bu + S&H

217-857-3377
REPAIR
FLIGHTING

Call for new super competitive prices
ALL SIZES 3”-50” DIA.
For combines, grain augers,
mixers, driers, sweeps, etc.

“Factory Direct”

REPLACEMENT
FLIGHTING SUPPLY
BOX 311 • AURORA, NE 68818

(888) 728-0969

EVENTS & TRAVEL
GUIDE
Fishing Resort
4 furnished cabins on
Enemy Swim Lake
with lake access

SANDY BEACH RESORT

3472 Dakota Beach Circle
Waubay, SD 57273

605-947-4492

email: jean@itctel.com

Together with your local public power utility.
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ONE SIZE
DOES NOT
FIT ALL.
At CoAXium We Get That.
It used to be that farmers chose CoAXium wheat because they were desperate to
®

control grassy weeds.
Now, they are choosing CoAXium wheat because it controls grassy weeds like nothing
else AND is available in a long list of superior varieties that can adjust to each farmer’s
individual fields.

© 2021 Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC.
CoAXium and Cleaner Fields. Higher Yields are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC. Driven by Aggressor Herbicides and Aggressor
are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. Refer to the Aggressor product label for complete directions and instructions. Aggressor EPA Reg. No. 42750-313 AD030118
®

®

®

®

®

®
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LIVESTOCK
DIRECTORY

PROVIDING RELIABLE
FEEDING EQUIPMENT
SINCE 1963
SOLUTIONS
100 Years wasn’t

enough...

Find listings of new and used
equipment
BillsVolume.com.
So at
we’re
going

Cobett Waterers
For prices and delivery

Precision Beef Feed & Supply
Serving You from SE Nebraska

ALFALFA

Valentine
Livestock
Your source for feeder cattle &
Replacement Stock
Call or check our website for
upcoming cattle sales dates.

9/2/20 9:46 AM

100 Years wasn’t
enough...
Each shelter is all steel constructed
with heavy,
galvanized, corrugated So
steel,
reinforcements
we’re
going

High Quality Seeds
Top Yielding Varieties

www.ArrowSeed.com

$

BVS 4.75x2 4c-NE Farm Bureau.indd 1

402-862-5485

GRASSES

Put your tax refund to work...
Central
City, NE • 308-946-3068
Lexington,
NE • 308-324-7409
We’ll match
your
Brush, CO • 970-842-5165

4000
Portable, All-Steel Shelters
$
4000

Largest Roto-Mix Dealer in the U.S.

Farmer Designed/Earth Heated

FORAGES

ADAPTABLE BUILDING CONCEPTS
FOR ALL YOUR SHELTER NEEDS

Call Us Today! 1-877-257-4311

sales@fabradomes.com

Combines
For Parts

We’ll match your

4000
800-882-4884
$
www.port-a-hut.com
4000
$

DOWN PAYMENT
with an additional

100 Years wasn’t
enough...
So we’re going

GREAT SELECTION OF HOMES AVAILABLE NOW! SHOP TODAY
Put your tax refund to work...

We’ll match your

4000
$
4000
$

DOWN PAYMENT
with an additional

www.fabradome.com

100 Years wasn’t
enough...
So we’re going

Put your tax refund to work...

Check
web site
or callAVAILABLE
today. NOW! SHOP TODAY
GREATthe
SELECTION
OF HOMES

www.fabradome.com
sales@fabradomes.com

www.valentinelivestock.net

DOWN PAYMENT
with an additional

with heavy duty angle iron frames. Sizes from
14’ to 4’6”.

Custom Sizes + Economical + Versatile

402-376-3611

GREAT SELECTION OF HOMES AVAILABLE NOW! SHOP TODAY
Put your tax refund to work...

We’ll match your

4000
$
4000
$

DOWN PAYMENT
with an additional

$4000 match will be discounted to our best price. $4000 down must be made
at time of purchase.

$4000 match will be discounted to our best price.
$4000 down must be made at time of purchase.

$4000 match will be discounted to our best price. $4000 down must be made
at time of purchase.

GREAT SELECTION OF HOMES AVAILABLE NOW! SHOP TODAY
$4000 match will be discounted to our best price. $4000 down must be made
at time of purchase.

76 16th Ave.
NW,
76 16th Ave. NW,
Le Mars, IA
Le Mars, IA
(712) 546-8004
(712) 546-8004
isemanhomes.com

76 16th Ave. NW,
Le Mars, IA
(712) 546-8004

isemanhomes.com

isemanhomes.com

Circle D Corporation

Over 8,000+ Salvaged Units
In Inventory and On-Hand,
Ready For You!
Including Round Balers, Swathers,
Tractors and Combines

• Flatbed Trailers
• Low Profile Equipment Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks

$4000 match will be discounted to our best price. $4000 down must be made
at time of purchase.

• Livestock Trailers
• Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Multipurpose Trailers

76 16th Ave. NW,
Le Mars, IA
(712) 546-8004

isemanhomes.com

Closed Sundays

MIKE’S
EQUIPMENT

9716 E. 82nd Ave. • Buhler, KS 67522
AGCO 2270
Big Square Balers
for parts

19

620-543-2535
(800) 543-2535
www.mikesequipment.com

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939 • www.circle-dtrailers.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 800-798-2691

20
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500

Farm Bureau members receive

$

BONUS
CASH
*

ON ELIGIBLE NEW RANGER, F-150 OR SUPER DUTY

®

We are proud to offer exclusive savings
to Farm Bureau members and be the
official truck of the Farm Bureau’s
Young Farmers and Ranchers.
®

FORD F-150

FORD SUPER DUTY

®

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

Don’t miss out on this offer.
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!
* Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Bonus Cash on the purchase
or lease of an eligible new 2020/2021/2022 Ford Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty.® This incentive is not available on F-150 Raptor, F-600, F-650
and F-750 Super Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some
customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new
retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2022. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer
for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37860.

Official National Sponsor:

2021_FD_FB_8.5x9_TimesCitizen_Q2.indd 1

3/9/21 3:47 PM

Nebraska
NebraskaFarm
FarmBureau
Bureau
ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY
800-424-1076
coverjones.com

FALLS CITY
HULLMAN'S FORD, INC.
402-245-4413
hullmansford.com

IMPERIAL
IMPERIAL COUNTRY FORD, INC. SERVICE
308-882-4323
imperialnecountryford.com

OMAHA
WOODHOUSE FORD
402-574-2600
woodhouse.com

AURORA
FRIESEN FORD
402-694-3111
friesenford.com

FREMONT
DIERS FORD LINCOLN
402-721-1471
diersford.com

LINCOLN
ANDERSON FORD LINCOLN OF LINCOLN
402-458-9800
andersonoflincoln.com

PLATTSMOUTH
WOODHOUSE FORD
402-296-9000
woodhouse.com

BLAIR
WOODHOUSE FORD
402-426-4126
woodhouse.com

HASTINGS
HASTINGS FORD LINCOLN
402-463-3116
hastingsfordlincoln.com

NORFOLK
COURTESY FORD OF NORFOLK
402-371-9350
courtesyfordofnorfolk.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY
402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com
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Enhancing Demand.
Adding Value.
Ensuring Sustainability.

Through your half cent per bushel investment, the Nebraska Corn
Board (NCB) is creating new opportunities for corn growers in the
following ways:
Market Development

Unlocking access to higher ethanol blends nationwide will increase demand for
Nebraska corn by hundreds of millions of bushels.

Research

Every dollar invested in checkoff-supported research at the University of
Nebraska–Lincoln generates $2.25 in funding from outside sources. This has equated
to over $8 million in additional funding to help Nebraska’s corn growers.

Education

Our generation won’t be here forever. NCB activates youth involvement in agriculture
— supporting programs like 4-H and FFA.

Promotion

Consumer awareness enhances demand. NCB reaches millions of consumers,
motorists, policymakers and international customers each year.

Learn more at nebraskacorn.gov/farmers
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Free Exchange Ads for Farm Bureau Members

The Exchange is a place for Nebraska Farm Bureau members to buy, sell or trade their items through classified ads for free. It is the responsibility of
members to contact each other to negotiate interactions or transactions. All Exchange ads will be deleted after 30 days. All items listed before the 10th
of the month will be printed in the Nebraska Farm Bureau News without a photo. You can contact Kylee Planer at kyleep@nefb.org or (402) 421-4485, for
assistance in placing these Exchange ads in the Nebraska Farm Bureau News. The Exchange is an online portal which can be found at nefb.org/exchange.
HAW & STRAW
WANTED: Sudan, rye, grass, triticale,
western ne. preferred. Call (308) 2620858 or email rrhodeskng2018@gmail.
com. (Morrill County)
MISC
FOR SALE: Several used gearheads.
Amarillo, Randolph, US Motors. 30T0 80
HP, various rations, $350-$800. Call for
info, I may have what you need (308)

624-2177. (Merrick County)
MACHINE & EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: 4- Grain bin lids, off MFS
StorMor bins, 2 new and 2 used, $90.00/
all four. Call (402) 855-4275 leave
a message or (402) 239-0648 cell.
(Richardson County)
FOR SALE: One Land Pride post hole
auger, model NC5T50 PD 35, 3 point,

hyd. Down presser, stand, 12 in bit drilled
less than 110 holes, like new, $885.00.
Call (402) 855-4275 leave a message
or (402) 239-0648 cell. (Richardson
County)
FOR SALE: New 605N Select Vermeer
baler; New VR 1224 Vermeer wheel rake.
Call (308)0750-6336 or (308) 750-2138
or Home (308) 745-0293. (Sherman/
Valley County)

FOR SALE: Land Pride disk, DH 1572
3-point with quick hitch, serial
#4366257, used very little. Call (712) 4852440 (Neola, IA I-80, Ex 23)
PETS & LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE: One red yearling limousine
bull, very tame, hand feed, asking
$1,500 or best offer. Call (308) 750-6336
or (402) 389-0808. (Sherman/Valley
County)

Members engage on policy

Southwest region meeting

During his visit to Southwest Nebraska, Mark McHargue (left),
president of the Nebraska Farm Bureau, stopped by Grant Jones’
farm near Haigler. Jones raises cattle but is also raising shrimp in
Nebraska. He direct markets his shrimp to his local grocery store in
Imperial and sells directly to customers.

Congressman Don Bacon visit Congressman Adrian Smith visit

Nebraska 2nd District Congressman Don Bacon spent time with local
county Farm Bureau members during a tour of Long Valley Ranch
near Taylor, lunch outside of Whitman and a dinner in Broken Bow.
Rep. Bacon, who sits on the House Ag Committee, regularly takes
time to travel the state even though his Congressional District is
centered in Omaha. Over the course of several days, the congressman
discussed issues including the 30x30 executive order, cattle markets,
proposals to eliminate stepped-up basis and 1031 Exchanges,
infrastructure including rural broadband, as well as Colorado’s
Initiative 16 targeting animal livestock.

3rd District Congressman Adrian
Smith spoke to Nebraska Farm
Bureau farmer and rancher
members during a Coffee &
Conversation webinar. Tax hikes,
capital gains taxes, elimination
of stepped-up basis and climate
initiatives were several of the
issues discussed during the
hour-long event.

Thank you FBFS
agents for
recruiting members!
During the Farm Bureau Financial Services agents
banquet and awards ceremony, five agents were
awarded a Farm Bureau Proud canvas print as well
as a check for $250 for signing up the most members
in the 2020 membership year. Pictured from left are
Brandon Doke, District 4; Rick Smith, District 1; and
Phil Hinrichs, District 2. Not pictured is Don Sterup,
District 3; and Jack Beguedou, District 5. Also, three
of these agents, Smith, Sterup and Beguedou, will
join the Nebraska Farm Bureau at the American Farm
Bureau Federation Convention in January in Atlanta,
Ga. Congratulations!
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New online MBA options at
Chadron State College
Accounting

Offers you a flexible, comprehensive curriculum
designed to increase their versatility and value
for an expanding employment sector.

Digital Marketing

Offers you a mix of marketing principles with
growing platforms in social and digital media.

Healthcare Management
Prepare you to strategically lead teams within
healthcare-related businesses.

$1,000

Scholarships
Available

No
GMAT
Required

6
Entry
Points
a Year

36
Credit
Hours

Apply Now: csc.edu/mba
Contact: graduateadmissions@csc.edu

Costs Less
Than

$15,000

