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Mark McHargue of Central City has been elected 
to serve as President of the state’s largest farm 
and ranch organization. Delegates to the Dec. 8 

Nebraska Farm Bureau Annual Meeting and Convention 
selected McHargue to succeed Steve Nelson of Axtell, 
who retired after serving nine years as president.

“It is a great honor and I’m extremely excited to have 
this opportunity to work on behalf of our state’s farm 
and ranch families. Steve Nelson brought tremendous 
leadership to Nebraska Farm Bureau and I thank him for 
his service,” McHargue said. “My highest priority is to 
ensure we continue to carry out our organization’s mis-
sion and vision, a mission that centers around enriching 
the lives of Nebraska farm and ranch families through 
meaningful advocacy, education and leadership devel-
opment, and a vision of helping farm and ranch families 
achieve a great quality of life and prosperity.”

McHargue is a fourth-generation farmer, producing 
pork, corn, popcorn and soybeans in Merrick County. He 
has served in numerous capacities with Farm Bureau over 
the years. His involvement includes service on the Mer-
rick County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers Committee, the State Legislative 
Policy Committee and the State Board of Directors. Since 

2011, McHargue served as the First Vice President of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau, chairing both the NEFB-PAC and 
the State Legislative Policy Committees. 

“It’s extremely important Nebraska Farm Bureau 
works to foster an environment that creates opportuni-
ties for our members and our communities to be success-
ful. That starts with relationships. I’ll be placing a high 
priority on meeting with key stakeholders from across 
the state to reinforce the value of the work being done by 
our state’s farmers and ranchers, sharing our organiza-
tion’s policy positions and finding areas we can work to-
gether to advance and grow Nebraska,” said McHargue.  

Among other priorities, McHargue pointed to a strong 
desire to find ways to increase direct engagement and 
communication with farmers and ranchers to hear their 
thoughts and ideas, in addition to continuing Farm Bu-
reau’s focus on finding ways to help young farmers and 
ranchers, and the next generation of farm and ranch 
leaders. 

McHargue and his wife, Judi, have four adult chil-
dren and six grandchildren, with another grandchild 
on the way.

In addition to electing a new President, delegates also 
elected others to lead the organization. 

Sherry Vinton, an Arthur County Farm Bureau mem-
ber, was elected to replace McHargue as the organi-
zation’s First Vice President. Vinton and her husband, 
Chris, operate a cow-calf operation near Whitman.

Martey Stewart, a Dixon County Farm Bureau mem-
ber, was re-elected to represent the Northeast Re-
gion on the Board of Directors. Stewart will represent 
members from Antelope, Burt, Cedar, Cuming, Dakota, 
Dixon, Madison, Pierce, Stanton, Thurston and Wayne 
counties. Stewart and his wife, Linda, operate a cow-
calf operation near Dixon. 

Casey Schuhmacher, a Dawes County Farm Bureau 
Member, was elected to represent the Northwest Region 
on the Board of Directors. Schuhmacher will represent 
members from Arthur, Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, 
Dawes, Deuel, Garden, Keith, Kimball, Scotts Bluff, 
Sheridan and Sioux counties. Schuhmacher and his wife, 
Tara, operate a cow-calf operation and raise stockers fat 
cattle near Chadron.  

Jason Perdue, a York County Farm Bureau member, 
was elected to fill the At-Large position on the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Board. Perdue works for a family-owned 
Ag Retail company, and he and his wife, Karah, operate 
the family’s contract poultry operation near York.  

Mark McHargue of Central City 
elected to lead Nebraska Farm Bureau

Mark McHargue
NEFB President

Martey Stewart
Northeast Region Board Member

Sherry Vinton
First Vice President

Casey Schuhmacher
Northwest Region Board Member

Jason Perdue
At-Large - York County



Farm Bureau and dozens of other 
organizations representing a broad 
range of industries is calling on 

lawmakers to help protect the satellite 
communications and GPS services that 
tens of millions of Americans rely on.

This spring, the Federal Communi-
cations Commission granted a petition 
filed by Ligado to provide 5G services. 
Ligado’s planned use of its spectrum is 
so near bands used by GPS, it could di-
minish the reception capability of GPS 
devices. This is a major problem for 
farmers and ranchers, who rely on pre-

cision agriculture technology and GPS 
so their farms and ranches can be more 
efficient, economical and environmen-
tally responsible.

It would also put at risk GPS services 
used by the military and other national 
defense agencies, aviation safety agencies, 
mapping applications and many others.

“The proposed Ligado network 
would disrupt the reliability of satel-
lite communications services and the 
many critical applications that rely 
upon GPS, which has direct implica-
tions for safety-of-life in commercial 

aviation operations, precision farm-
ing and irrigation management that 
have revolutionized the agriculture 
economy, autonomous ground and air 
vehicles that will bring a new genera-
tion of transportation, precise and ac-
tionable weather data that can predict 
hurricanes and other life-threatening 
natural events, and many other ap-
plications,” the groups said in a letter 
to Sens. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) and 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), chair and 
ranking member, respectively, of the 
Senate Commerce, Science and Trans-

portation Committee.
The groups are asking the lawmak-

ers to work with the FCC to set aside the 
flawed Ligado order in favor of a pro-
cess that is responsive to the concerns 
of the incredibly broad cross-section of 
L-band operators and users.

The 60-plus organizations that 
signed the letter represent the aviation, 
aerospace, agriculture, GPS, ground 
transportation, mapping, marine, me-
trological, public safety, satellite com-
munications and surveying industries 
and professions.  
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Dear Farm Bureau Members,
It is truly an honor to serve you as President 

of the Nebraska Farm Bureau. Having been 
actively involved in the organization for more than 
30 years, I’ve had the opportunity to meet many of 
you, but for those I’ve yet to cross paths with, let me 
introduce myself. 

My name is Mark McHargue. I’m 
a fourth-generation farmer from 
Central City in Merrick County. I’ve 
farmed with my brother Paul for 
more than 30 years, and we produce 
pork, corn, popcorn and soybeans. 

My wife, Judi, and I have been 
blessed with four adult children: 
our son Andrew and his wife, 
Emily; our son Jordan and his wife, 
Janae; our daughter Rachel and her 
husband, Danny; and our youngest 
daughter, Charis, who has been 
diagnosed with Angelman syndrome 
and lives with us. We are proud grandparents to six 
grandchildren with another grandchild on the way. 

I’ve served in numerous capacities with Farm Bureau 
over the years, including on the Merrick County Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors, the Young Farmers and 
Ranchers Committee, the State Legislative Policy 
Committee and the State Board of Directors. Since 2011, 
I’ve served as the First Vice President of the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau where I was chairman of the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau – PAC and the State Legislative Policy 
Committees. And now, I’m extremely excited about the 
opportunity to work on your behalf as President.

Judi and I have a passion for Farm Bureau and a 
great appreciation for the members it serves. We are 
thankful for the support and encouragement we’ve 
received as we move into this new role. 

I’m fortunate to have worked closely with retired 
president Steve Nelson. Steve brought tremendous 

leadership to the organization, and 
I want to thank him for his service 
and dedication to our wonderful 
organization and its members. 

I’ve been asked what I hope to 
achieve in this role. My highest 

priority is to ensure we 
continue to carry out the 
mission and vision for our 
organization, a mission that 
centers on enriching the lives 
of Nebraska farm and ranch 
families through meaningful 
advocacy, education and 
leadership development, and 
a vision of helping farm and 
ranch families achieve a great 
quality of life and prosperity. 

There are many in ways in 
which we can work toward 
those ends. One way is by 

fostering an environment that 
creates opportunities for our members and our 
communities to be successful. I plan to put a high 
priority on maximizing Nebraska Farm Bureau’s 
influence through fostering relationships with key 
stakeholders from across the state. By building 
relationships, we can reinforce the value of the 
work being done by our farm and ranch members, 
inform influencers of our policies, and find ways 
to work together to advance and grow Nebraska.  

I also have a strong desire to work toward a 
greater level of information sharing and gathering 
feedback from members. Those who know me 
are familiar with the fact that I’m always up for 
a good discussion and interested in hearing the 
thoughts and ideas of our members. My door is 
always open. The better connected we are as an 
organization, the better we can serve you.  

Mark McHargue 
PRESIDENT,  
NEBRASKA 
FARM BUREAU

Serving farmers and ranchers 
remains the focus of our mission  

Lastly, I believe it is important that we continue to 
focus on finding ways to help the next generation of 
farmers and ranchers. I’m very interested in building 
a mentoring relationship with our Young Farmers and 
Ranchers Committee as they are our organization’s 
future leaders. 

These are just a few areas where I plan to invest 
my time, but, as we all know, Farm Bureau’s strength 
lies in our collective efforts. I’m honored to serve and 
look forward to working with you to enrich the lives of 
Nebraska’s farm and ranch families. 

Until next time,

Mark McHargue, President

Coalition asks lawmakers to intervene in FCC ruling

The McHargue Family
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plans that work with individual & group 
insurance plans - CALL TODAY!

Save Thousands 
on Health Care Spending
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www.BASEonline.com     866-550-5525

Check out BASE® to see how much your 
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www.nefb.org/benefits
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During this past year in Nebraska, County Farm 
Bureau leaders partnered with Agents and staff to 
recruit new members and continue to demonstrate 

the value of membership to existing members.
According to Phil Erdman, vice president of member-

ship for Nebraska Farm Bureau (NEFB), 28 County Farm 
Bureaus met their overall membership goal (quota) for 
2020. Overall, NEFB ended the fiscal year with 57,124 
County Farm Bureau members, of which 5,590 were 
new members. Each member who renewed along with 
those who joined provide the resources in people and 
support for County Farm Bureaus to succeed.

“Hindsight is 20/20, and everyone I know is glad that 
2020 will soon be in our hindsight. That being said, we 
should not forget the work that Farm Bureau did this 
year – from the counties to NEFB to AFBF – to advocate 
for the needs of farm and ranch families and the com-
munities they support. That’s the value of membership. 
It truly made a difference,” Erdman said.

What’s next?
County Farm Bureaus have the opportunity to take 

it to the next level and get members involved. NEFB is 

excited to continue to offer tangible and meaningful in-
centives for members and County Farm Bureaus:

“County Farm Bureau Works” - County Farm Bu-
reaus will receive $20 for each ag member who joined 
in 2020 and meets the following guidelines: 1) Joined in 
2020 as an ag member; 2) Participates in Farm Bureau 
events or activities; and 3) Renews their membership 
in 2021.

County Farm Bureau “Early Harvest” - Coun-
ty Farm Bureaus will receive a $125 cash award if the 
County Farm Bureau reaches its new member goal for 
ag members by March 31.

“Farm Bureau Producers Club” - County Farm 
Bureau volunteer members who recruit: Two (2) or more 
new members by April 1, will receive a pair of Farm Bu-
reau work gloves; Five (5) or more new members by May 
1, will receive a personalized Farm Bureau steel sign; 
Ten (10) or more new members by Aug. 1, will receive a 
personalized Farm Bureau jacket.

“Century Club Grant Program” - Counties can 
apply for one (1) of ten (10) grants of up to $250 online 
at www.nefb.org/centuryclubgrant. The deadline for 
applications is March 31. Grants will be announced 

and awarded in April.
Quota Counties - County Farm Bureaus who meet 

or exceed their overall membership goal receive: 1) 
Recognition at the NEFB Annual Meeting including a 
photo with and Certificate of Achievement from NEFB 
President and a $250 cash award; and 2) One (1) free, 
half-page color postcard mailing to your ag members 
in the following membership year

County Farm Bureaus will each receive 200 tri-fold 
brochures to use during the 2021 membership year with 
your county logo, county-specific membership applica-
tion, member benefit savings, as well as agriculture’s 
economic and educational impact in each county. NEFB 
Regional Managers will distribute them for 2021. Please 
use them to promote the work your County Farm Bu-
reaus do and the value of membership.  

“It matters that Farm Bureau members belong to a 
County Farm Bureau. The diversity of agriculture in 
Nebraska is amazing. What is equally amazing is what 
we are able to accomplish together – as Nebraska Farm 
Bureau – with over a century of strength and success 
keeping your county and our state growing,” Erdman 
said.  

County Farm Bureaus look forward 
to 2021 with 2020 hindsight

CONGRATULATIONS to the 28 County Farm Bureaus that were able to 
reach their overall membership goals. The 2020 Quota Counties by region are: 

NORTHWEST (4) – Arthur, Grant, Keith, Sheridan
NORTH CENTRAL (5) – Cherry, Holt, McPherson, Thomas, Wheeler
SOUTHWEST (7) – Chase, Frontier, Harlan/Furnas, Hayes, Lincoln, 

Perkins, Phelps/Gosper
SOUTH CENTRAL (3) – Kearney/Franklin, Seward, York
CENTRAL (5) – Buffalo, Greeley, Platte, Polk, Sherman/Valley
NORTHEAST (3) – Dixon, Knox, Pierce
SOUTHEAST (1) – Richardson

These counties will be recognized for their achievement. Each county will receive 
a $250 check from Nebraska Farm Bureau, a certificate of achievement and a free 
postcard mailing to their ag members in the 2021 membership year.  

Celebrating membership  
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from the staff of the from the staff of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau!Nebraska Farm Bureau!

&&
Happy New Year!
Happy New Year!
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Stay ahead of what’s happening in agriculture, meet agriculture’s leading 
players, and network with other young farmers and ranchers in Nebraska.

EXPERIENCE THE YF&R CONFERENCE!
• Connect and share experiences with friends.
• Apply new ideas from breakout sessions.
• Be inspired by forward thinking speakers.
• Enjoy lively dinner time entertainment.
• Drop off the kids and stay a while! Child care available. 

Register online at www.nefb.org/yfrconference

2021 YOUNG
FARMERS & RANCHERS

CONFERENCE
January 29-30, 2021 

Younes Conference Center | Kearney, NE

Social distancing enacted as required by the state at the time of the 
conference. Assumption of the Risk and Waiver of Liability Relating 

to Coronavirus/COVID-19 will be required to be signed.

We have made the difficult decision 
to convert the 2021 American 
Farm Bureau Convention from 

an in-person to a virtual event. Due to the 
cancelation of all events through Jan. 31 at 
the San Diego Convention Center, as well as 
out of an abundance of caution during this 
ongoing pandemic, we felt it was the right 
decision to make at this time.

Our top priority at every Farm Bureau 
gathering is the safety of our attendees and 
staff. Although we are saddened to not meet 
in person for this convention, we are eager 
to bring this event safely to farm and ranch 
homes across the country and excited to of-
fer the same, top-level content our mem-
bers have come to expect from our in-per-
son events. While a virtual event cannot 
replace the personal meetings and conver-
sations we value at our events, the health of 
our entire Farm Bureau family comes first.

The 102nd American Farm Bureau Virtual 
Convention will be held Jan. 10-13, and bring 
together farmers, ranchers and industry 
experts to discuss the top issues facing ag-
riculture. We are excited to “open the doors” 
to this virtual convention with free regis-
tration, and we will provide further details 
in the coming weeks regarding workshop 
topics, speakers and registration.  

Alec Ibach of Kearney is the winner of the 
2020 Young Farmers and Ranchers (YF&R) 
Virtual Discussion Meet competition. The 

award was announced Dec. 8, during the virtually 
held Nebraska Farm Bureau’s 103rd Annual 
Convention. 

Ibach received the top score among the contes-
tants who advanced to the final round of the Dis-
cussion Meet contest. Rather than debating, con-
testants work to develop a solution to a problem 
being discussed, building on each other’s contri-
butions. Competitors in the annual contest must be 
prepared to speak on several current agricultural 
related topics; the selected question is announced 
a short time prior to the contest round. 

Ibach is a Buffalo County Farm Bureau mem-
ber and serves on the YF&R Committee. Ibach is 
a fifth-generation farmer/rancher on his family’s 
farm near Sumner. He also owns his own agricul-
ture input business selling seed corn, cover crops 
and chemicals. His wife, Meredith, is a kindergar-
ten teacher in Kearney.

Ibach competed with four other contestants: 
Lance Atwater, Karah Perdue, Tyler Ramsey and 
Sean Krebs. Lance Atwater is an Adams County 
Farm Bureau member and farms near Ayr. He cur-
rently serves on the Nebraska Farm Bureau Board 
of Directors as the Youth At-Large representative. 
Karah Perdue is a member of York County Farm 
Bureau and serves as chairman along with her 
husband, Jason, on the YF&R Committee. Tyler 
Ramsey is a member of the Adams County Farm 
Bureau and represents the At-Large position on 
the YF&R Committee. Sean Krebs is an Antelope 
County Farm Bureau member and a student at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring in Agri-
culture Engineering. 

Farm Bureau members between the ages of 18 
and 35 can participate in the Young Farmers and 

Ranchers Discussion Meet competition. As the Nebraska winner, 
Ibach will receive $500 and the opportunity to compete in a vir-
tual contest at the American Farm Bureau Virtual Annual Con-
vention to be held Jan. 10-13. For more information, visit www.
nefb.org/yfr.  

2021 
American 
Farm Bureau 
Convention 
goes virtual

Alec Ibach takes home Discussion 
Meet competition victory

Alec Ibach
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Farmers and ranchers from across the state met 
virtually, Dec. 8, to set policy for the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau (NEFB) as part of the organization’s 

2020 Annual Meeting and Convention. NEFB is 
Nebraska’s largest general farm and ranch organization, 
representing farmers and ranchers who produce 
virtually every agricultural commodity in the state.

“Our delegates engaged in robust discussions on nu-
merous topics that impact the prosperity of our farm 
and ranch families,” said Mark McHargue, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau president. “The majority of which this 
year related back to agricultural markets, market devel-
opment, rural economic development and tax policy.”

Voting delegates supported numerous resolutions 
related to issues in cattle markets. Among them were 
resolutions calling for further development of risk 
management tools, exploration of ways to increase 
negotiated cash sales in fed cattle markets, reforms to 
mandatory price reporting to improve market trans-
parency, while also reaffirming policy encouraging the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and Justice Department 
to vigilantly enforce provisions of the Packers and 
Stockyards Act. 

Delegates also supported expanded marketing oppor-
tunities for livestock producers, backing resolutions fa-
voring the use of state economic development funds to 
increase livestock and poultry processing in the state, 

while urging reforms to provide greater regulatory flex-
ibility for small and medium sized meat processors.

“Our delegates also adopted resolutions support-
ing economic development programs and incentives to 
expand entrepreneurs, microbusinesses and agricul-
ture-related enterprises to help reverse population loss-
es in rural areas,” said McHargue. “Ensuring e-connec-
tivity and expanding broadband into underserved areas 
is critical to any form of rural economic development 
regardless if you’re a farmer, rancher or main street 
business owner. That’s why our delegates supported 
utilization of our public power infrastructure to expand 
e-connectivity.”

The issues of property taxes and tax reform were also 
part of the delegate debate, with specific action taken to 
reaffirm policies calling on local officials to hold the line 
on local spending and support for spending restraints 
and revenue caps to aid local officials in making budget 
and spending decisions. 

“Property taxes will always be a concern for our 
members because, like so many other issues in agricul-
ture, they directly impact our profitability. We’re very 
interested and look forward to engaging in the broad-
er state discussions centered around modernizing our 
state’s tax structure to reflect our modern economy,” 
said McHargue.

Farm Bureau delegates also discussed renewable fuel 

In a year like no other, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau has been there every 
step of the way to offer support and 

assistance to farm and ranch families 
across the state, focused on its vision 
to achieve a great quality of life and 
prosperity for Nebraska farm and ranch 
families.  

“This year, Nebraska Farm Bureau was 
instrumental in securing significant and 
meaningful property tax relief. With the 
largest investment by the Legislature 
in targeted property tax relief since the 
establishment of the Property Tax Cred-
it Fund in 2007, LB 1107 takes a major 
step forward by allocating $650 million 
in state money for property tax relief, 
when fully implemented. There is poten-
tial for even more dollars if benchmarks 
are met for state revenue growth. When 
in full effect, farmers and ranchers can 
expect a 15% reduction in the amount of 
property taxes paid to schools,” said Rob 
Robertson, Nebraska Farm Bureau chief 
administrator.

While working to lower property tax 
bills, Nebraska Farm Bureau also re-
mained committed to decreasing costs 
and increasing markets for Nebraska 
farm and ranch families. 

Farm Bureau worked to keep costs 
down by protecting vital production 
practices. After legal action threatened 
the use of dicamba products in the middle 
of the application season, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau went to work to ensure producer 
access through the end of the season and 
now continued use for at least five years. 

“Farm Bureau also helped finally sink 
the far-reaching Waters of the U.S. rule 
that threatened farmers’ property rights. 
In a landmark victory for private proper-
ty owners, the repeal of the Waters of the 
U.S. rule brought an end to a four-year 
battle to stop a regulation representing 
one of the largest expansions of federal 

authority of private land in U.S. 
history,” he said.

Nebraska Farm Bureau helped 
to champion the passage of the 
United States-Mexico-Canada 
Trade deal, to improve markets. 
The agreement locks in market 
access for farm and ranch fam-
ilies with the two biggest trading 
partners with the U.S.

“Farm Bureau also led the 
push for an investigation into 
meat packers due to unprece-
dented spreads between beef re-
tail prices and cattle prices. The 
Department of Justice antitrust 
division is investigating four 
major U.S. beef packers after Ne-
braska Farm Bureau encouraged 
it to utilize all its authorities and 
undertake a full investigation,” 
Robertson said.

Once again, Nebraska Farm Bureau 
partnered with Medica, to continue to 
offer discounted health insurance plans 
to farmers, ranchers and agribusiness 
members. This Association Health Plan 
was born out of the necessity to help those 
in need. The plan fills a gap for farmers, 
ranchers and agribusiness owners who 
don’t qualify for the Affordable Care Act 
subsidies and find individual coverage 
too expensive. It provides comprehensive 
health coverage while saving families 
thousands of dollars, Robertson said.

Now, more than ever, it’s important for 
elected officials to understand the impor-
tance of agriculture and have an appre-
ciation for the role farmers and ranchers 
play in not just providing food, but in 
supporting our local, state and national 
economies. That’s why Nebraska Farm 
Bureau’s Political Action Committee en-
gaged with County Farm Bureau leaders to 
evaluate and endorse agriculture-friendly 
candidates. In the latest election cycle, 19 

Nebraska Farm Bureau-backed candi-
dates won out of the 25 races Farm Bu-
reau was involved with, he said.

In the face of a pandemic, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau went to work across the 
board to meet the needs of farm and 
ranch families and helped members nav-
igate a world with COVID-19.

Nebraska Farm Bureau helped secure 
financial assistance for farmers and 
ranchers who experienced losses be-
cause of COVID-19. In addition to direct 
payments to individuals of up to $1,200, 
the CARES Act directed $9.5 billion to the 
USDA for assistance to agricultural pro-
ducers and replenished the Commodity 
Credit Corporation with $14 billion. Farm 
Bureau-created guides and information, 
made it easier for producers to sign up 
both rounds of USDA’s Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Programs.

“Farm Bureau also advocated for the 
establishment of CARES Act funded 
grants at the state level for small busi-

ness and livestock producers, 
with qualified operations receiv-
ing $12,000 in direct assistance, 
as well as ensuring farmer and 
rancher eligibility for Small Busi-
ness Administration assistance, 
including access to the Paycheck 
Protection Program and Eco-
nomic Injury Disaster Loan pro-
gram,” Robertson said.

While Nebraska Farm Bureau 
transitioned to adjust to an on-
going pandemic, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation leveraged 
COVID-19 into an opportunity to 
provide more agriculture educa-
tional resources.

“Students returned home as 
more and more schools went to 
online learning. The Foundation 
offered virtual sessions in the 
spring, earning more than 13,000 

views. Summer programs, including 
Lunchbox Mysteries, Agventure Lessons 
and Found on the Farm Virtual Camp 
reached nearly 7,000 students,” he said.

Certified teachers offer 14 unique 
classroom lessons with hands-on activ-
ities that are available in-person or on-
line, with a plan to deliver 500 classroom 
lessons this school year. And Connecting 
Chapters, a program that equips high 
school FFA members to connect with el-
ementary students and peers to increase 
agricultural awareness, knowledge and 
appreciation in their communities, be-
gan its fourth year with 74 FFA Chapters 
enrolled. Students in these FFA Chapters 
will bring agricultural literacy activities 
to more than 1,500 elementary students 
in their communities.

Unprecedented times call for unprec-
edented service. In a year like no other, 
Nebraska Farm Bureau remained stead-
fast in its dedication to enrich the lives 
of Nebraska farm and ranch families.  

Cattle markets, e-connectivity, economic development, tax 
reform headline Nebraska Farm Bureau delegate session

Nebraska Farm Bureau providing unprecedented 
service during unprecedented times

Rob Robertson, NEFB chief administrator, deliv-
ers his report to delegates during the virtual 
NEFB Annual Meeting and Convention.

Mark McHargue (left) and Steve Nelson preside 
over the first ever virtual delegate session.

issues, sharing support for having E-15 be the standard 
ethanol blend for the state. Delegates also adopted a 
resolution in favor of U.S. agriculture taking a proactive 
and influential role in climate change conversations.  

“Our delegates covered a wide array of issues. Their 
work is critical to shaping the future of agriculture as 
our member-adopted policy provides guidance to our 
Board of Directors as we develop the organization’s pol-
icy priorities for the year,” said McHargue.  



Steve Nelson: dedicated service to 
agriculture & Nebraska Farm Bureau

Steve Nelson has served as the Nebraska Farm Bureau President for nine 
years and retired from that post Dec. 8. In his nine years as President, 
Nelson estimates he has spent more than 200 days a year on Farm Bureau 

2011-2020

Nelson is planning 
on enjoying his 
retirement with his 
wife, Elma (center), 
his children and 
especially his 
grandkids. From 
left are his son 
Scott and wife, 
Amy, their children 
Sam, Britta and 
Luke, and his 
daughter Stacy, her 
husband, Bobby, 
and son Bo. 

As President, Nelson has also spent countless 
hours bringing national attention to Nebraska’s 

historic floods and blizzards, and the ongoing 
pandemic – making sure farmers, ranchers and 

rural Nebraskans are seen and heard.

Nelson met with 
all of Nebraska’s 

Congressional 
representatives  

on a regular basis,  
articulating Farm 

Bureau policy 
positions. 

Nelson helped 
bridge the growing 
disconnect between 
agriculture and 
urban Nebraska 
by supporting the 
Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation, 
which manages the 
Agriculture in the 
Classroom Program.

In 2019, when 
a canal break 
in Wyoming 

affected 
farmers in 
Nebraska, 

Nelson not only 
listened, but 

also worked to 
bring attention 
to the problem 

nationally.

Stopping high-
profile initiatives 
detrimental to the 
state has also been a 
focal point in Nelson’s 
reign as President.  
The Nelson-led Farm 
Bureau successfully 
stopped the EPA 
and the Army Corps 
of Engineers 2015 
“Waters of the  
U.S. Rule” opposing 
massive expansion  
of federal authority  
over private land. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve 
Nelson has been a tireless advocate 
for lowering property taxes. Here, he 

stands proudly with Gov. Pete Ricketts. 
who signed LB 1107, one of the largest 
property tax relief bills in the history 

of the Nebraska Legislature. 

For years, Nelson has been an advocate for opening 
international markets for the products Nebraska farmers 
and ranchers raise. Here, Nelson is on a Trade Mission to 
Vietnam. He has also traveled to countries like Taiwan, Italy, 
Belgium, Denmark, Japan and South Korea.

business while still being active on his Axtell 
farm with his son Scott. On this page is a 
timeline of his accomplishments as President 
of the Nebraska Farm Bureau. Congratulations 
Steve Nelson on your retirement!  

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS  DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 20216



NEFB applauds Sen. 
Fischer’s support of 
commonsense climate bill 

U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer has joined Sens. Mike 
Braun (R-Ind.), Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Sheldon Whitehouse 
(D-R.I.) in introducing the Growing Climate 
Solutions Act of 2020. The legislation would 
reduce barriers to entry to enable more farmers 
and ranchers to voluntarily participate in 
carbon credit markets. “We greatly appreciate 
Sen. Fischer’s support for the Growing Climate 
Solutions Act. Nebraska Farm Bureau has long 
been a proponent of ensuring farmers and 
ranchers are recognized for their ongoing efforts 
to protect and conserve soil health. That’s why 
Farm Bureau offered support for this forward-
looking legislation. The bill, which authorizes 
USDA to establish a third-party verification 
system and technical support, is an important 
step forward to facilitate farmers being financially 
rewarded for their ongoing efforts to keep carbon 
in the soil,” said Steve Nelson, past president, 
Nebraska Farm Bureau.

NEFB congratulates  
Vilsack on nomination  
as ag secretary

President-elect Joe Biden plans to nominate 
Obama Cabinet veteran and former Iowa Gov. 
Tom Vilsack as Secretary of Agriculture. Vilsack 
would return to an agency he helmed for eight 
years as Barack Obama’s agriculture secretary. 
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue 
said, “We would like to congratulate Tom Vilsack 
for again taking up the leadership of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. As agriculture’s 
highest-ranking ambassador within the federal 
government, the Secretary of Agriculture is a 
vital position whose decisions affect the everyday 
lives of farm and ranch families across our great 
nation. While there are many tough policy issues 
facing agriculture, we have always appreciated 
how Secretary Vilsack approached issues with 
both honesty and integrity. Nebraska Farm 
Bureau had a strong working relationship with 
him and his team for eight years, and we hope to 
continue that relationship in the years ahead.”  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is best known 

for supporting farmers but actually has a much 
greater impact on the country through its funding 
of food aid programs, including the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program and school meals. 
The USDA estimates that 1 in 4 Americans takes 
advantage of at least one of these food programs 
during a typical year. 

Biden announces USTR pick 
President-elect Joe Biden has tapped Katherine 

Tai as the next U.S. Trade Representative. Tai 
has spent her career working in the U.S. Trade 
Representative office and Capitol Hill. She 
currently serves as the Chief Trade Council 
for the House Ways and Means Committee. If 
confirmed, Tai would be the first woman of color 
and first Asian American to hold the role of top 
U.S. trade negotiator. 

Updated outlook on  
U.S. exports to China

 In late October, USDA and the Office of 
the U.S. Trade Representative jointly issued a 
report highlighting the progress made to date 
in implementing the agricultural provisions 
in the U.S.-China Phase 1 Economic and Trade 
Agreement. Specifically, the report indicated that 
at least 50 of the 57 technical commitments under 
the Phase 1 agreement had been implemented 
and that China had substantially accelerated 
its purchases of U.S. agricultural products. A 
recent Market Intel update reviews U.S. census 
agricultural trade data and Foreign Agricultural 
Service export sales data to evaluate accumulated 
and outstanding export sales to China during the 
2020 calendar year.

BeefWatch
The BeefWatch Webinar Series is designed to 

highlight management strategies in grazing, 
nutrition, reproduction and economics to increase 
cow/calf and stocker production efficiency and 
profitability. Each session will feature industry 
experts and plenty of opportunity to interact to 
get your questions answered. Each webinar will 
begin at 8 p.m., Central Time. Dates are Jan. 5, 12, 
19 and 26. More information about the BeefWatch 
Webinar Series can be found on our webpage: 
https://beef.unl.edu/beefwatch-webinar-series.   

Nebraska’s 49 state senators may not be back in 
Lincoln for another round of lawmaking. How 
and when state lawmakers meet in the 107th 

Legislature is still being decided at this writing. Here are 
some things you should know as they begin the 107th 
Legislature.

l This is a 90-day session of the two-year cycle and a 
budget for the next biennium beginning July 1, 2021, must 
be passed.  

l It begins Wednesday, Jan. 6, as constitutionally man-
dated, and is expected to end June 10. 

l One of many concerns is holding public hearings, 
which are held by legislative committees to hear testimo-
ny on every bill that is assigned to that committee. Hold-
ing public hearings and having full debate is still being 
decided. 

l Senators must gather in person on day one of the ses-
sion to organize and elect leadership. Lawmakers have not 
decided whether they will then go home for a few months, 
or perhaps choose to meet virtually, or proceed and follow 
the mask wearing and social distancing precautions they 
followed at the end of the 2020 session.

For more information about this year’s session,  
go to: www.nebraskalegislature.gov

When lawmakers gather at the State Capitol, here 
is how you can contact your senator:

Direct mailing address for senators:
Senator (Fill in Senator’s name)
District  (Fill in Senator’s district)
State Capitol
P.O. Box 94604
Lincoln, NE  68509-4604.

By e-mail:
 Type the first letter of their first name and their 
full last name and then @leg.ne.gov.

Taxes, improving broadband across Nebraska, 
the future of the brand committee and the 
environment will be at the center of Nebraska 

Farm Bureau’s efforts during the 2021 legislative session. 
“Finding more money for property tax relief will be a 

steep challenge in the wake of LB 1107’s passage, but the 
state needs to step up its game when it comes to funding 
schools and community colleges. Too many schools re-
ceive very little, if any, state aid and the burden property 
owners have to fund community colleges is too much. 
It may take a few years to make reform a reality, so we 
need the legislature to start working on this concern 
now,” said Bruce Rieker, Nebraska Farm Bureau vice 
president of governmental relations.

Nebraska needs stronger broadband capabilities in 
rural Nebraska. During the COVID-19 pandemic many 
rural residents are working from home and children are 
learning virtually. This sudden change in everyday life 
has severely impacted life on the farm and ranch. 

“There are vast amounts of data collected by farm-

ers, ranchers and agribusinesses, and we need to be 
able to access, and make that data useful. So much of 
rural Nebraska doesn’t have good broadband coverage, 
it tends to be focused where larger numbers of peo-
ple live. If ever there were a time that our legislature 
should galvanize around an issue and do something 
about it, this is the one, and this is the year to do it,” 
Rieker said.

Environmental issues will also be a discussion on 
the floor of the legislature. With President-elect Biden 
comes more national and state attention to our environ-
ment and renewable fuels. Many will call on agriculture 
to do more to improve water quality and soil health, re-
duce carbon emissions and fight climate change. 

“We’ll be working to ensure those initiatives are vol-
untary and prevent needless regulatory oversight. We 
also anticipate initiatives related to renewable fuels, so-
lar and wind energy introduced in this session,” he said.

The legislature will also find itself trying to sort out 
what should be done with redistricting following the 

2020 census, Nebraska’s brand inspection laws, wheth-
er the state should create a state meat inspection ser-
vice, and how we resolve the right to repair issue. “Take 
your pick, all of those will be contentious issues in the 
2021 legislature,” said Rieker.

Redistricting happens every 10 years. As required by 
the constitution, Nebraska lawmakers will address re-
districting legislative seats across the state, based on the 
2020 census. After the 2010 census, there were roughly 
36,000 people per district. 

“With our population increasing to 1.9 million peo-
ple, the new districts will have approximately 38,775 
people in them. Since most of Nebraska’s population 
growth has been in three counties, Douglas, Lancaster 
and Sarpy, those urban areas may gain a senator or two. 
This means potentially that rural Nebraska stands to 
lose a senator or two,” suggested Rieker. “Ten years ago, 
Nebraska’s rural areas lost District 49 in Scottsbluff to 
Sarpy County. That’s a trend we need to change,” Rieker 
concluded.  

2021 session to focus on taxes, broadband, 
livestock issues and environment

2021 
legislative 
session begins

AG NOTES
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Election night wins for NEFB–
PAC-endorsed candidates

Candidates receiving the endorsement of the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau – PAC did extremely well on election night. 
Fourteen of 18 endorsed candidates secured seats in the 

Nebraska Legislature, while all four of Nebraska’s endorsed 

Congressional candidates were winners. Congratulations to  
all these candidates! A special thank you to all the Farm Bureau 
members who supported Nebraska Farm Bureau-endorsed 
candidates (win or lose) in their campaign efforts!

NEFB - PAC-ENDORSED WINNERS INCLUDE:
U.S. SENATE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ben Sasse

NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE
Jeff Fortenberry – District 1 Don Bacon – District 2 Adrian Smith – District 3

Julie Slama – District 1 Mike McDonnell – District 5

Suzanne Geist – District 25

Tom Briese – District 41

Bruce Bostelman – District 23

Mike Flood – District 19

John Lowe – District 37

Rita Sanders – District 45

Joni Albrecht – District 17

Rich Pahls – District 31

Tom Brewer – District 43

Mike Hilgers – District 21

Lou Ann Linehan – District 39

Steve Erdman – District 47



For our entire 103-year history, 
Nebraska Farm Bureau’s focus has 
been to achieve policy outcomes 

that better the lives of Nebraska’s farm 
and ranch families, regardless of who is 
at the levers of power. As we look past the 
contentious 2020 presidential election, 
our resolve to advocate on behalf of 
farmers and ranchers remains absolute. 
With 2021 bringing significant changes 
to the leadership in Washington, D.C., 
Nebraska Farm Bureau News sat down 
with Jordan Dux, director of national 
affairs for Nebraska Farm Bureau, to 
get his take on what Nebraska farmers 
and ranchers can expect from a Biden 
administration, as well as a new 
Congress.

Q1. What are three issues President-
elect Biden will pursue that will have the 
largest impact on farmers and ranchers?

A. In my opinion, the issues that will 
impact farmers and ranchers the most 
will be climate policy, general regulatory 
policy and trade. 

• Climate Policy: Throughout the 
campaign, President-elect Biden talked a 
great deal about climate change and the 
need to address this issue. Agriculture, 
being a large consumer of fossil fuels, 
will be directly impacted by any effort 

to curtail their use. Animal agriculture is 
also regularly targeted by climate activ-
ists, and, given its importance to Nebras-
ka, will be another area we will be heavi-
ly involved in. No matter the plans of this 
new administration, NEFB will work to 
ensure any action taken does not nega-
tively affect Nebraska’s farm and ranch 
families.  

• Regulatory Policy: Besides likely 
regulation coming on the issue of cli-
mate change, we will also very closely 
monitor the Biden administration’s gen-
eral regulatory policy. It is our hope the 
more cooperative approach used by the 
Trump administration would be a blue-
print for the new Biden administration. 
With that said, we are very prepared for a 
relationship that more closely resembles 
the eight years of the Obama adminis-
tration. NEFB is a strong believer in the 
need to reduce the regulatory burden of 
farmers and ranchers, and that approach 
will remain a priority for us moving into 
a Biden presidency. 

• Trade: For the first time in a long 
time, the subject of international trade 
was a top issue in Washington through-
out the Trump presidency. While we did 
not always see eye to eye with President 
Trump on trade, Farm Bureau always 

strongly supported the overall goals of 
the administration. Agriculture was also 
the recipient of several important trade 
wins under President Trump including 
the new USMCA, the Phase 1 deal with 
China, as well as the agricultural trade 
deal with Japan. It will be incumbent upon 
President-elect Biden’s team to contin-
ue to score wins for agriculture when it 
comes to trade. Not only is there a need 
to continue to press for a better trade 
relationship with China, but expanding 
market access is also important. From fi-
nalizing a trade deal with the UK to pos-
sibly rejoining the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, the need to continue to find 
new markets for Nebraska’s agricultural 
products should be high on the new ad-
ministration’s to-do list. 

Q1. How do you expect President-elect 
Biden to handle trade deals?

A. I don’t anticipate the Biden admin-
istration changing directions entirely in 
terms of the government’s approach to 
trade. President-elect Biden has already 
indicated that he plans to keep tariffs 
currently placed on billions of dollars 
worth of Chinese products. The largest 
change we will likely see is the shift back 
to a more multilateral approach to trade 

vs. President Trump’s more unilateral 
approach. This approach would better 
allow for the refocusing on a rules-based 
trading system under the World Trade 
Organization or the negotiation of larg-
er multi-country free trade agreements 
to help limit China’s economic reach 
around the world. 

Q1. There will be big changes 
coming to both the House and Senate 
Agricultural Committees with Rep. 
Collin Peterson, D-Minn., losing re-
election and Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS) 
retiring.  How will these leadership 
changes impact agriculture?

A. The departure of both Chairman 
Peterson and Chairman Roberts is a huge 
loss for agriculture. There are few mem-
bers of Congress who truly understand 
and appreciate agriculture policy, and 
the loss of these two giants reduces it 
even further. Both Peterson and Roberts 
were intimately involved in the drafting 
of numerous Farm Bills and were strong 
supporters of federal crop insurance. As 
of this writing, it appears that Rep. David 
Scott (D-GA) and Sen. John Boozman (R-
AR) will take the gavels in the respective 
committees and NEFB stands ready to 
work with the new chairs, regardless of 
who they are.  

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation is asking Congress to 
tweak the Paycheck Protection 

Program to ensure farmers and ranchers 
don’t have to pay taxes on their forgiven 
PPP loans.

“The PPP is providing vital working 
capital to farmers and ranchers who are 
struggling to remain operational due to 
the impacts of the global pandemic. The 
resources provided by the program are 
helping to maintain viability of Ameri-
can agricultural production by providing 
farmers and ranchers funds to assist in 
paying wages, rent, mortgage interest 
and utilities,” AFBF President Zippy Du-
vall noted in a letter to Congress.

Unfortunately, IRS rules threaten to 
deny farmers and ranchers a portion of 
this much-needed financial assistance 
by declaring that normal and custom-
ary business expenses incurred while 
operating with forgiven PPP loan funds 

– like payroll, rent, mortgage interest 
and utility expenses – are not tax de-
ductible. These rules are at odds with 
congressional intent that any forgiven 
PPP loan amount “shall be excluded 
from gross income,” Duvall pointed out 
in his letter.

Two Farm Bureau-backed bills would 
make this fix by clarifying that payroll, 
rent, mortgage interest and utilities paid 
for with forgiven PPP loan funds are de-
ductible business expenses: The Small 
Business Expense Protection Act (S. 
3612) and the Small Business Expense 
Protection Act of 2020 (H.R. 6821).

With the clock winding down on 2020, 
Duvall asked lawmakers to act before 
they adjourn for the year “to ensure the 
PPP functions as Congress intended and 
so that farmers and ranchers are not hit 
with an unexpected tax bill at a time 
when they continue to struggle with 
pandemic-induced economic stress.”  

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation and more than 60 
other organizations are urging 

Congress to extend tax provisions 
that promote biofuel production, as 
well as craft breweries, wineries and 
distilleries.

Among more than 30 temporary tax 
provisions, commonly known as “tax 
extenders,” set to expire at the end of 
the year are a handful important to 
agriculture. They include tax credits 
for second-generation biofuel produc-
ers; tax incentives for craft breweries, 
wineries and distilleries; tax credits 
for alternative fuel and alternative fuel 
mixtures; and tax credits for alternative 
fuel vehicle refueling property.

“Allowing these tax extenders to 
lapse at the end of 2020 would un-
dermine their effectiveness, threaten 
thousands of jobs in the U.S. economy 
and cause needless uncertainty for tax-

payers at a time when many are coping 
with severe economic hardship,” the 
groups said in a letter to congressional 
leaders.

The tax provisions that will lapse 
without congressional action have a di-
rect impact on hiring, job retention and 
business investment, the groups noted, 
emphasizing the positive impact their 
extension would have on an economy 
in serious need of recovery.

“Giving taxpayers stable tax rules 
by providing an uninterrupted ex-
tension of expiring tax provisions is a 
common-sense step Congress can take 
to help America’s entrepreneurs and 
job-creators navigate challenging eco-
nomic times,” they wrote.

The 60-plus groups that signed the 
letter represent diverse business, ener-
gy, transportation, community devel-
opment and agriculture stakeholders 
that employ millions of workers.  

What does a President-elect Biden administration 
look like for Nebraska agriculture?

Farm Bureau asks congress 
to act quickly on PPP fix

Farm Bureau calls on Congress 
to extend key tax provisions
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation held 
its fifth annual Grower’s Gala on Dec. 7 as 
a virtual event. The event celebrated the 

Foundation’s mission to promote an understanding 
of the vital importance of agriculture in the lives 
of all Nebraskans. The virtual event included 
program highlights, testimonials and a tribute to 
retiring President Steve Nelson.  

“The year 2020 has been full of pivotal mo-
ments. The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
adapted quickly to the new methods of teaching 
and learning, recognizing that a strong statewide 
understanding of agriculture is more important 
than ever before,” said Megahn Schafer, executive 
director.

The Foundation moved its live auction to an online 
auction with the support of BigIron auctions. More 
than 50 items were auctioned, including dinner 
with the newly elected president of Nebraska Farm 
Bureau, seed corn, a drone, barn security camera, 
remote control Ford cooler, gun concealment bench, 
binoculars, tools, clocks and gift baskets.

“We can’t thank BigIron auctions enough for 
hosting our auction at no cost. Thanks to the  
BigIron Gives platform, our members got a profes-
sional online auction experience, and 100% of the 
sales prices come to the Foundation to help fulfill 
our mission,” said Schafer.

Lancaster County Farm Bureau sponsored the 
annual “deck of cards” raffle, and Nick Haack of 
Kearney/Franklin County Farm Bureau was the 
lucky winner of a Browning X-Bolt Medallion .270 
Caliber Rifle and Leupold scope. 

Thanks to the generosity of donor Charles W. 
Herbster of Falls City, Neb., a matching gift dou-
bled the first $25,000 raised at the Grower’s Gala. 
Totals for the event topped $58,000 to support the 
Foundation’s programs including Nebraska Agri-
culture in the Classroom, the Ag Pen Pal Program, 
scholarships and awards, and consumer engage-
ment efforts. 

“Mr. Herbster’s matching gift has been trans-
formational for our fundraising at this event for 
three years in a row. Our team is honored to put 

Thank you to all the 
individuals and 
businesses who made 

the 5th Annual Grower’s 
Gala a success! Totals for 
the event topped $58,000 
to support Foundation 
programs including 
Nebraska Agriculture in 
the Classroom, the Ag Pen 
Pal Program, scholarships 
and awards, and consumer 
engagement efforts – 
and we are grateful for 
everyone who played in and 
sponsored the event!

5th Annual Grower’s 
Gala goes virtual

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS  DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021FOUNDATION10

THANK YOU, SPONSORS!
Matching Gift Sponsor
Charles W. Herbster

Raffle Sponsor

Virtual Corporate Sponsor

Special thanks to BigIron auctions 
for facilitating the online auction.

During the Virtual Grower’s Gala, people from across Nebraska declared “We Stand for 
Agriculture.”

Nick Haack of Kearney/Franklin County Farm Bureau 
was the lucky winner of a Browning X-Bolt Medallion 
.270 Caliber Rifle and Leupold scope. Pictured are Haack 
and Director of Development Lona Thompson.

For the third year in a row, Charles W. Herbster of Falls 
City matched the first $25,000 raised at the Grower’s Gala.

Member Benefit Sponsors
Avis/Budget
CASE IH
Certified Piedmontese
Choice Hotels
Farm Bureau Bank

Ford
Grainger
IHG Hotels
John Deere
Nebraska Star Beef
OfficeDepot/OfficeMax

Tripbeat
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts
Yamaha
Younes Hotel

County Farm Bureau Sponsors
Buffalo County Farm Bureau
Douglas County Farm Bureau
Hall County Farm Bureau

Kearney/Franklin County Farm Bureau
Lancaster County Farm Bureau
Rock County Farm Bureau
Seward County Farm Bureau

Additional Sponsors
Aurora Cooperative
Bakers Candies
Bill Claybaugh
Center Creek Gunsmithing
Craft Axe Throwing
Dekalb
Escape Room Lincoln
Glenda Mach

Harbor Freight Tools
Hosick Family
Lied Lodge at Arbor Day Farm
Lincoln Saltdogs
McClinton Family
Mark & Judi McHargue
Miletta Vista
Oriental Trading
Orscheln’s Farm and Home

Paula Peterson
Rick Ronhovde
Schafer Family
Scheels
Southern Hospitality Ventures
Thompson Family
UNL Athletic Department
Uppa Crik Hop Yard & Tap Room
WESTCO

his gifts to good use every day, and we are happy to recognize 
his outstanding generosity,” said Foundation Board Member Rob 
Robertson. 

The Foundation also honored retiring President Steve Nelson 
for his service to the Foundation. Lisa Lunz of Dixon County also 
retired from the Board of Directors and as the chair of the Pro-
motion and Education Committee (P&E). Also retiring from the 
P&E Committee is Sarah Bomark of Lincoln County.

“The Foundation benefits from the dedicated efforts of out-
standing volunteers, and I am so grateful for the contributions of 
Steve, Lisa, and Sarah,” said Schafer.  
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HEBRON
NATE CASEY
402-768-6218

IMPERIAL
DUSTIN WEISS
888-625-6698

KIMBALL
SHAVONNE SINGLETON

308-230-2226

NORTH PLATTE
JAY ENGEL

308-534-9694

O’NEILL
JAMES HEDSTROM

402-394-1596

OMAHA
JERRY WELLWOOD

402-991-8200

OMAHA
RON RANDALL
402-390-1076

PAPILLION
JOE RICKLEY
402-932-0322

Each lesson is aligned to 
Nebraska State Education 
Standards within: 
l SCIENCE
l SOCIAL STUDIES
l MATH
l LANGUAGE ARTS
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Participate 
in a virtual 
classroom 
visit!

Race details:

Prizes

Can you get  
your school  
on the map?

l Goal: Earn 10 visits in your 
county to be entered to win a 
prize!

l The race ends April 30, 2021 – 
your visit must be completed 
by this date to earn a point.

l Each classroom visit in a 
county is worth one point.

If your classroom has 
participated in a classroom  
visit and your county has 
earned 10 points, your classroom 
will be entered in a prize 
drawing to be held May 3, 2021.

l 12 classrooms will win an 
accurate agriculture book!

l 1 classroom will win a  
grand prize of a $50  
Amazon Gift Card!

Share with teachers in your 
area to improve your chances 
to win!

To sign up for a lesson, visit 
www.nefbfoundation.org/
classroomvisits
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From soybeans to pig 
habitats and beef 
technology to apple trees, 

Nebraska Agriculture in the 
Classroom has reimagined 
classroom learning this school 
year. Classrooms are invited 
to participate in customized 
lessons and hands-on 
activities where students 
can learn agriculture is their 
source of food, fiber and fuel. 
Sign up for a virtual classroom 
visit to participate in a race to 
get your school on the map!



Family farms and ranches have a rich history and heritage in Nebraska 
agriculture. Here are some additional family farms that were recently 
honored as a Pioneer or Heritage Farm. The Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben 

Foundation manages the awards and the Nebraska Farm Bureau, along with the 
Nebraska Fair Managers Association, sponsor the awards.

KEARNEY COUNTY – Steve Lowe, 
left, and Mike Laue were honored 
with the Pioneer Farm Award. The 
Lowe family farm was established 
in 1894 and the Laue Farms was 
established in 1918.

SEWARD COUNTY – Congratulations to the Ficke family for receiving both 
the Pioneer and Heritage awards. Wayne and JoAnn Ficke of Ficke Family 
Farm were on hand with their family to accept the honor. The farm was 
established in 1869. 

SEWARD COUNTY – Susan and Terry Gieselman of Jacob Ficken Family 
Farm, established in 1915, stood with family members to accept the Pio-
neer Farm Award. 

Family farms are alive and well in Nebraska
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EXCHANGE 
ADS

BUY 
SELL 

TRADE
nefb.org/exchange

EXCHANGE 
ADS

BUY 
SELL 

TRADE
nefb.org/exchange

IT’S
FREE!



Powering your everyday,
every day.
When you run a farm, it’s not the sun that 

starts the day. The day starts when duty 

calls. And it goes well into the evening hours. 

For those times, and everything in between, 

we’re there for you. Keeping the lights on 

when there’s no such thing as quitting time.

NPPD.com

Together with your local public power utility.

Nebraska Farm Bureau News - NPPD AD - Junior Page 7.375 x 9

DEUEL COUNTY – Congratulations 
to Deuel County Pioneer Farm 
Award winners Eugene and Alice 
Radke of Big Springs. The farm was 
established in 1919.

HAMILTON COUNTY – James and Nancy Rathje and family were hon-
ored with the Pioneer Farm Award. Rathje Family Farms was estab-
lished in 1902.

WASHINGTON COUNTY – Congratulations to Washington County Pioneer 
Farm Award winners Jason Arp and Jennifer Arp of Arp Family Farm, estab-
lished in 1920. The whole family was happy to share the award.
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Here are five ways you and your County Farm Bureau can engage in 2020 to help create opportunities for 
Nebraska’s farm and ranch families! Visit www.nefb.org/engage for even more ways to make a difference!

Join FB Act!
Join our advocacy team and help build a larger, stronger voice for agriculture. FB Act 
members play a critical role in communicating to elected officials to ensure they know 
where farmers and ranchers stand on key issues. Visit www.nefb.org/engage or text 
NEFB to 52886 to join.

Legislative Session Kick-Off Webinar - January 29, 7 p.m. (CT)
Join Farm Bureau for a Legislative Session Kick-Off Webinar. We’ll discuss Farm Bureau’s 
policy priorities for the year, talk legislative bills and Farm Bureau’s position on them, as 
well cover how you can help make sure lawmakers do what’s right for agriculture. Visit 
www.nefb.org/engage for more information and to check for future events.

Schedule a Legislative Update Call 
During the 2020 Legislative Session, Nebraska Farm Bureau’s governmental relations 
team is offering to provide a brief legislative update on the latest state and/or national 
issues and answer questions during County Farm Bureau Board of Director meetings. 
Contact Whittney Tiedeman at (402) 421-4760 or at whittneyt@nefb.org to schedule  
a call today.

County Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol
Take your engagement to the next level and bring County Farm Bureau leaders to Lincoln 
for a “Day at the Capitol”. Don’t just watch the legislative process, be a part of it as you 
meet with your state senator, interact with influencers, and represent rural Nebraska. 
Contact Jay Ferris at (402) 421-4409 or jayf@nefb.org for more information.

Burgers, Brats, and Brews – March 24, 5 p.m. (CT)  
The Ferguson House, 700 S. 16th, Lincoln, NE 68508
Join us for food, fun, and conversation as Farm Bureau members and Nebraska’s state 
senators mix in a relaxed setting allowing you the opportunity to get to better know our 
state’s elected leaders. Visit www.nefb.org/engage for more details.

Engage
\ in-ˈgāj \
verb: to do or take part in something, to 
pledge oneself, to come together, to interlock
adjective: committed to or supportive of  
a cause

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
www.nefb.org | (402) 421-4400

Join our advocacy 
team and help build a 

larger, stronger voice for 
agriculture. FB Act members 

play a critical role in 
communicating to elected 

officials to ensure they know 
where farmers and ranchers 

stand on key issues. 

Text NEFB to 52886 
to join.

JOIN FB ACT!



VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 84 months on purchases of new Kubota BX2680, B2301, B2601, B2650, B3350, L3301, L3901 equipment 
from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 82 monthly payments 
of $12.20 per $1,000 � nanced. Customer instant rebates of $1,000 are available on qualifying � nance or $1,500 on cash purchases of L3301 and L3901 equipment. Additional instant 
rebate of $700 are available with purchase of two new qualifying implements. 1st implement $500, 2nd implement $200. Contract term begins from the date of � rst payment which 
is due 90 days from the contract date. Example: Purchase made on 11/1/20, � rst monthly payment is due 2/1/21. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 12/31/20. Terms subject to 
change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete 
warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com. 

Save big on our #1 selling* sub-compact and compact tractors, featuring the 

versatility to handle every job and a wide range of performance-matched 

attachments. Stop in for a demo and to claim this offer on select models today.

Compact Tractors       Performance-matched attachments       20.9-62 HP

A heavy-duty offer for 
a heavy-duty tractor.

+ +
$0 DOWN 
0% APR 

84 MONTHS

SAVE 
UP TO 
$1,700 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 90 DAYS
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BASSETT
SANDHILL EQUIP. INC.

402-684-2331
www.sandhilleq.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

GRAND ISLAND
GRAND KUBOTA

308-382-0166
grandkubota.net

HEBRON
ROEHR'S MACHINERY INC.

402-768-7266
roehrsmachinery.com

LINCOLN
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT

402-464-6381
hamiltonequipmentco.com

NORFOLK
DINKEL IMPLEMENT

800-627-9916
www.dinkels.net

OMAHA
KUBOTA OF OMAHA

402-895-6661
kubotaofomaha.com

OSCEOLA
OSCEOLA IMPL. & SUPPLY

402-747-2371
osceolaimplement.com

SEWARD
NEBRASKA EQUIPMENT INC.

402-643-6641
nebraskaequip.com

WEST POINT
RUSH KUBOTA
402-372-2444

westpointautoandtruck.com

STAY CONNECTED:

pinterest.com/nefarmb

facebook.com/
Nebraska.Farm.Bureau

@NEFarmBureau

youtube.com/
nebraskafarmbureau

nefarmbureau

flickr.com/photos/
nefarmbureau
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YORK COUNTY WALKUP FAMILY – The Walkup family of York County 
was honored with the Nebraska Heritage Award for 150 years of 
continuous family farm ownership.

YORK COUNTY GONNERMAN FAMILY – 
Congratulations to Scott Gonnerman, who 
was honored with the Pioneer Farm Award.

Family 
farms 

continued
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Get a discount immediately with Driveology®,  and be in the driver’s  
seat to saving even more, based on your driving habits! Contact your  
Farm Bureau agent today to learn how you could save up to 30%1 on  
your auto insurance premium.

You share the road. Don’t share the same rates.

¹Savings based on driving behavior. Your savings may vary. Ask your Farm Bureau agent for details. Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave.,  
West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural 
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PC169 (12-20)

REPAIR 
FLIGHTING

Call for new super competitive prices
ALL SIZES 3”-30” DIA.
For combines, grain augers, 
mixers, driers, sweeps, etc.

“Factory Direct”

REPLACEMENT
FLIGHTING SUPPLY

BOX 311 • AURORA, NE 68818
(888) 728-0969

Eiklenborg Combine & 
Tractor Salvage

Combine, Baler &
Tractor Parts

Aplington, Iowa
319-347-5510

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

Nebraska U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Executive Director 

Nancy Johner reminds livestock 
producers who have suffered grazing 
losses due to drought in 2020 of the 
availability of the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP). The deadline to 
apply for LFP for 2020 losses is Feb. 1, 
2021.

“Prolonged drought conditions during 
the grazing season triggered this live-
stock disaster assistance program in 
several areas of the state,” said Johner. 
“I encourage all affected livestock pro-
ducers to call their county FSA office to 
schedule an appointment to apply for the 
program.”

For the 2020 LFP program year, 27 
counties in Nebraska have met drought 
ratings that trigger eligibility for live-
stock disaster assistance. For losses due 
to drought, qualifying drought ratings 
are determined using the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. The program is available in 
these counties: Banner, Box Butte, Burt, 
Cheyenne, Colfax, Cuming, Dawes, Deuel, 
Dodge, Douglas, Dundy, Garden, Hitch-
cock, Keith, Kimball, Madison, Morrill, 
Perkins, Pierce, Platte, Scotts Bluff, Sher-
idan, Sioux, Stanton, Thurston, Wash-
ington and Wayne. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible 
livestock producers who suffered graz-
ing losses for covered livestock due to 
drought on privately-owned land, leased 
land where the producer has a risk in 
the grazing or fire on federally managed 
land. 

Eligible livestock includes alpacas, beef 
cattle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, 
elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, poultry, 
reindeer, sheep or swine that have been 
or would have been grazing the eligible 
grazing land or pastureland during the 
normal grazing period. Several factors 
are considered regarding producer eli-
gibility, including that a producer must 
have risk in the eligible livestock and risk 
in the eligible grazing lands.

Livestock producers are encouraged 

to contact FSA with questions regard-
ing specific program eligibility require-
ments. Livestock producers must com-
plete the LFP application and provide 
required supporting documentation be-
fore program benefits can be determined 
and issued.

Visit farmers.gov/recover to learn more 
about LFP and other FSA disaster as-
sistance programs or contact your FSA 
county office. To locate your nearest FSA 
county office, visit farmers.gov and click 
on the Service Center locator.  

Forage Disaster Program 
open for applications
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IN LINE.GET 

It takes a special baler to withstand the tough conditions and tight timeframes of baling cornstalks.
The Vermeer 605N Cornstalk Special balers are equipped with heavy-duty components to bale 
through tough crop quickly and efficiently. Smart features like an Auto Lube system and optional 
Inline® ramp help prolong machine life and allow you to move bales off the field up to 30 percent 
faster. When it comes to cornstalk baling – get in line.

IN LINE.GET 

It takes a special baler to withstand the tough conditions and tight timeframes of baling cornstalks.
The Vermeer 605N Cornstalk Special balers are equipped with heavy-duty components to bale 
through tough crop quickly and efficiently. Smart features like an Auto Lube system and optional 
Inline® ramp help prolong machine life and allow you to move bales off the field up to 30 percent 
faster. When it comes to cornstalk baling – get in line.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
kaytonint.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

CROFTON
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-388-4374
kaytonint.com

NELIGH
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-887-4118
kaytonint.com

PICKRELL
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

402-673-4200
www.butlerag.com

TOUGH JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE 
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

BOBCAT EQUIPMENT IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO TAKE IT ON.
You’ve got a tough job. And Bobcat® equipment is tough enough to take it on. The 
performance and comfort features of the new M2-Series loaders from Bobcat along with 
the most productive attachments in the industry help you manage the work that has to 
get done, day in and day out.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY  
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the 
United States and various other countries.
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CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY  
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the 
United States and various other countries.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
kaytonint.com

OMAHA
BOBCAT OF OMAHA

402-895-6660
www.bobcat-omaha.com

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

valleyirrigation.com

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial
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GRANT
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-352-4242
valleyproirrigation.com

IMPERIAL
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-882-5660
valleyproirrigation.com

MCCOOK
QUALITY IRRIGATION

308-345-2668
qualityirrigation.com

NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-532-0950
valleyproirrigation.com





precisionplanting.com

It’s 2020 and it’s time... 
To have confidence your planter is set right. 
To control your downforce row-by-row. 
To eliminate your drive system maintenance. 
To see seed available furrow moisture and foot-by-foot 
soil temperature while you’re planting. 
To plant faster with your planter.

Contact a dealer today to benefit from this proven technology in 2020.

20|20® and Precision Planting® are  registered trademarks of Precision Planting LLC. ©2020 Precision Planting LLC.
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ASHTON
ASHTON FEED & GRAIN

308-738-2292
bdonscheski@gmail.com

ELGIN
BAUM SEED SERVICE, LLC.

402-843-5802
baumseedllc.com

SCHUYLER
TRI COUNTY AG SERVICE, INC.

402-352-3680
tcapower.com

SHICKLEY
VARIETY AG, LLC

402-364-3156
varietyag@gmail.com

SPRINGFIELD
SCHRAM SEEDS, LLC

402-719-1534
GrowMoreYield.com

Meet your new herd-feeding workhorse. The BPX9010 is ready to bring simplicity, durability and 
versatility to your farm or ranch. Ready to distribute uniform windrows along bunk lines or out in the 
pasture. Ready to spread bedding with consistency and accuracy at ranges up to 50 ft (15.2 m). Ready 
to simplify the process of processing bales. It’s ready. Are you? 
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BUTTE
BUTTE IMPLEMENT CO.

402-775-2464
butteimplement.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

LOUP CITY
ELDON KIEBORZ FARM

308-745-0293

PICKRELL
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

402-673-4200
www.butlerag.com

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

COZAD
AXXENT BUILDINGS LLC

308-784-2575
axxentbuildings.com

MC COOL JUNCTION
NEVILLE CONSTRUCTION CO.

402-724-2413
www.nevilleconstructionllc.com



Don’t roll  
the dice with 
car repairs.

With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop, the claims process is simple:
l  only one estimate needed
l  guaranteed workmanship for as long as you own your vehicle
l   expedited service — the shop has authority to order parts and schedule repairs 

immediately
l  simplified billing — we pay the repair shop directly

Call one of the Preferred Auto
Repair Shops below or visit
fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
for a complete list in your area.
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COZAD
EUSTIS BODY SHOP

308-784-2151
eustisbodyshop.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON AUTO GROUP

308-384-1700
andersonautogroup.com

HASTINGS
SEALEY BODY SHOP, INC.

402-461-3244
sealeybodyshop.com

IMPERIAL
HARCHELROAD MOTORS COLLISION 

CENTER
308-882-2963

HarchelroadMotors.com

LINCOLN
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT

402-474-4818
midtownbodyandpaint.com

LINCOLN
SPEIDELL BODYWORKS INC. SOUTH

402-423-3038
speidellbodyworks.com

LINCOLN
TRACY'S BODY SHOP SOUTH

402-441-4800
tracysbodyshop.com

NORTH PLATTE
TWIN RIVERS BODY SHOP, LLC

308-532-4411
twinriversbodyshop.net

OMAHA
BAXTER AUTO BODY REPAIR

402-493-3397
baxterauto.com/body-shop

OMAHA
DAVE'S AUTO BODY CO.

402-572-0200
davesautobodyco.com

OMAHA
LEVANDER'S BODY SHOP

402-339-0606

OMAHA
LUKE'S AUTO BODY, LLC

402-731-9992

SCOTTSBLUFF
SCOTTSBLUFF BODY & PAINT

308-632-0839
scottsbluffbodyandpaint.com

WILBER
K & G BODYSHOP, INC.

402-821-2644
kgbodyshop.com

800-327-0790 
www.sentinelbuildings.com

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

COMMERCIAL  AG  MINISTORAGE  ARENAS  CATTLE/DAIRY STRUCTURES

ROCK       SOLID

STAY

800-327-0790 
www.sentinelbuildings.com

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

COMMERCIAL  AG  MINISTORAGE  ARENAS  CATTLE/DAIRY STRUCTURES

ROCK       SOLID

STAY

MC COOL JUNCTION
NORQUEST AGRI SYSTEMS INC.

402-724-2163

MINDEN
WEAVER FARM SERVICE

308-832-1051
308-233-4308  cell

Brand Name and 
Post-Patent Ag Chemicals 
at Wholesale Prices

Request a quote online: 
www.reichmansales.com 
or call 815-452-2665.
REICHMAN SALES AND SERVICE Logo is a registered trademark of EXPRESS SOURCE AG, LLC    K-121775

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com

NEW!
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COLUMBUS
CORNHUSKER IRRIGATION, INC.

402-563-3382

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION

308-995-8340
www.huskerirrigation.wixsite.com

YORK
SCOTT-HOURIGAN CO.

402-362-7711
scotthourigan.com



of Nebraska Soybeans
24.1 MILLION BUSHELS nebraskasoybeans.org

Animal ag is your top consumer of soybean meal, eating  
24.1 million bushels of Nebraska soybeans a year. We continue  
to work with the poultry and livestock industries to keep this 
great #Cropportunity growing. And if you’re wondering  

where your meal will be next …

MAKING  CUSTOMERS

IS WHAT WE DO
pig out
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JUST WATCH US

#CROPPORTUNITY



Nebraska Farm BureauNebraska Farm Bureau

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!
* Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $1,000 Bonus Cash on most eligible new 
2020/2021 Ford vehicles, and $500 Bonus Cash on eligible new F-150 and Super Duty. This incentive is not available on Ford Mustang Shelby GT350®, 
Mustang Shelby® GT350R, Mustang Shelby® GT500®, Mustang Mach 1, Mustang Mach-E, Bronco, Bronco Sport, Ford GT and F-150 Raptor. This offer may not 
be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. 
Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 
4, 2021. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT 
using #37408.

Our valued partnership 
highlights the great movement 
that we have together, and how 
farming and trucks have gone 
together for over 100 years.

BONUS
CASH *

Farm Bureau members receive

$1,000

Computer-generated image with optional accessories shown.
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ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY

888-432-0650
www.coverjones.com

AURORA
FRIESEN FORD

402-694-3111
friesenford.com

BEATRICE
ZOELLNER FORD LINCOLN  

OF BEATRICE
402-223-3547

zoellnerfordofbeatrice.com

BENKELMAN
DEVENY FORD
308-423-2532

devenyford.com

FREMONT
DIERS FORD\LINCOLN

402-721-1471
diersford.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON FORD OF GRAND ISLAND

308-384-1700
www.andersonofgrandisland.com

NORFOLK
COURTESY FORD OF NORFOLK

402-371-9350
courtesyfordofnorfolk.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY

402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com



Your nearest Farm Bureau agent would be glad to hear from you:
ADAMS 402-462-2920
1902 W. 2nd Street, Hastings
**Rodney Hunt, AEP, CASL, ChFC, LUTCF

ADAMS 402-463-2111
813 W. 2nd, Hastings
**Marty Demuth

ANTELOPE
104 W. 11th, Neligh
**Brandon Doke  402-887-4842 
**Al Stelling, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF       402-887-4880

BOONE  402-395-6363
124 N. 4th, Albion
**Rori Erickson

BOX BUTTE 308-762-4505
407 E 3rd, Alliance
Rhonda Baseggio

BROWN-ROCK-KEYA PAHA         402-387-1809
312 N. Main St., Ainsworth
**Angie Davis

BUFFALO 308-234-2222
3915 Ave. N, Ste. A, Kearney
*Rick Smith, LUTCF
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

BUFFALO 308-234-4922
5810 2nd Ave., Kearney
Matt Myers
Rich Peters

BUFFALO 308-452-3653
211 Grand Ave., Ravenna
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

BUFFALO 308-251-2011
2202 Central Ave., Ste. 11, Kearney
Allisa Waller 

BURT 402-374-1880
1316 L. St., Tekamah
Troy Perchal 

BUTLER  402-367-3306
319 “E” St., David City
Don Sterup

CASS 402-296-4999
2302 W. 8th Ave. #1, Plattsmouth
*Lori Good-Baker

CEDAR 402-254-6945
109 N. Broadway, Hartington
**Allen Walton

CHASE  888-625-6698
513 Court St., Imperial
**Dustin Weiss, AFIS

CHERRY  402-376-3328
264 N. Main, Valentine
**Jay Hollenbeck

CHEYENNE  308-203-1606
1108 10th Ave., Sidney
Justin Christensen

CLAY  402-773-4272
209 N. Saunders, Sutton
Ryan Schmeits

COLFAX  402-352-3146
1035 Road E, Schuyler
Eric Goodrich

CUMING  402-648-7513
305 Main St., Bancroft
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF 

CUMING  402-529-2228
1012 Ave. “E”, Wisner
Jason Schweers

CUSTER-BLAINE-LOUP 308-872-6433
616 South C, Broken Bow
**Ed Duryea

DAKOTA 402-494-3972
1901 Cornhusker Dr., Ste 150, S. Sioux City
Colin Ross

DAWES 308-432-5062
323 Main St., Chadron
Amy Halverson

DAWSON
411 East Pacific, Lexington
Rick Trampe 308-324-6355
**Chase Wolf 308-324-4000

DAWSON 308-537-2257
533 9th St., Gothenburg
Eric Vickers

DEUEL-GARDEN 308-874-2404
252 Vincent Ave., Chappell
Steve Fischer

DIXON 402-287-2784
905 Oak St., Wakefield
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF
Blake McAfee

DODGE 402-721-2644
1900 E. Military, Ste. 248, Fremont
Sherry Leriger, LUTCF

DOUGLAS/ELKHORN 402-758-6633
20324 Veterans Dr., Ste. 101, Elkhorn 
Troy Perchal
Jason Smith

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-894-5768
14507 California St., Omaha
Jacob Engel
Jaron Hall
Melissa McMurray

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-415-2327
3225 California St., Omaha
Toyi Beguedou

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-779-7211
4852 S 133rd St., Ste. 105, Omaha
Jon Christensen 

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
4611 S. 96th St., Ste. 115 & 117, Omaha
Michael Friend 402-218-2669
Jacob Stroh, LUTCF 402-218-2630

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-861-4348 
16016 Evans St., Ste. 109, Omaha
Dylan Anson

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-493-5900
2065 N. 120th, Omaha
Don Christensen

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-934-2232 
7733 “L” St., Omaha
Kevin McTaggart

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-894-5046
9869 S. 168th Ave., Unit 1A, Omaha
**Daniel Thompson Jr.   

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-390-1076
5726 S. 144th St., Omaha
Scott Kamrath
Ron Randall, LUTCF
Albert Rodriguez 

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
6606 S. 168th St., Ste. 200, Omaha
David Burke, LUTCF 402-884-4410
Armando Vargas 402-991-3417

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-614-0707
7114 N. 102nd Cr., Omaha
Matt Guzinski
Todd Noecker, LUTCF

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-991-8200
3614 N. 163rd Plaza, Omaha
Michael Baber
Varian Cole
Jerry Wellwood

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
6834 S. 143rd Plaza, Omaha
Brandon Avery 402-614-3187
Scott Dunn 402-614-3719

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-2851
3131 S. 72nd Street, Omaha
Ryan Burden, LUTCF

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-339-6348
11840 Nicholas St., Ste. 205, Omaha 
Tyler Langel

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-965-0535
4018 L St., Omaha
Silvia Soltero-Zepeda

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-225-6480
14229 Pacific St., Omaha
Brendan Coogan
Ashleigh DeGlopper
Dylan Javorsky

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-401-6485 
1299 Farnam St., Ste. 300, Omaha
Rachel Sweet

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
8031 West Center Rd., Ste. 103, Omaha
Mike Cosgrove 402-829-5431
Melissa Muths 402-829-5426

DOUGLAS/VALLEY 402-332-4151 
333 Spruce St., Ste. 203, Valley
Rochelle Kerns 

FILLMORE  402-759-4407
960 S. 13th, Geneva
**Steve Schiermeyer, LUTCF 

FRONTIER  308-367-4350
106 East 1st, Curtis
**Phil Hinrichs

GAGE  402-228-4232
3216 N. 6th, Beatrice
Curt Spilker 

GOSPER  308-785-1011
103 N. Smith Ave, Elwood 
LaNae Matousek

GRANT 308-458-7066
108 S. Main St., Hyannis
**Jay Engel, LUTCF

HALL  308-382-5707
2118 W. Kent Ave., Grand Island
Rocky Kershaw
Kyle Sawyers, LUTCF

HALL 308-382-5093
3341 State St., Ste. C, Grand Island
Lee Mohr, LUTCF
Stacey Rust

HALL
710 N. Webb Rd., Grand Island
Kevin Foland  308-381-5642
**Rodney Hunt 308-381-5651
AEP, CASL, ChFC, LUTCF

HAMILTON   402-694-2399
1110 K St., Aurora
Kevin Foland

HARLAN  308-928-2232
604 West Main, Alma
**Phil Hinrichs

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK  402-336-1332
130 S. 4th St., O’Neill
**Barbara Hesse

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK  402-336-3635
504 W. Douglas O’Neill, NE
**James Hedstrom

HOWARD 308-754-5481
904 2nd St., St. Paul
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

JEFFERSON  402-729-2728
303 Jefferson St., Daykin
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF 

JEFFERSON  402-729-2728
505 7th St., Fairbury
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF

JOHNSON  402-335-2254
185 S 3rd St., Tecumseh
Ryan Rohl

KEARNEY-FRANKLIN  308-832-2290
640 N. Minden Ave., Minden
Randy Myers

KEITH-ARTHUR  888-625-6698
418 North Spruce St., Ogallala
**Dustin Weiss, AFIS

KIMBALL  308-230-2226
213 Chestnut, Kimball
Shavonne Singleton 

KNOX  402-373-4600
103 E. Main, Bloomfield
**Allen Walton

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-477-6262
5455 Red Rock Lane, Ste. 11, Lincoln
Tom Banderas
Jon Dunham
Brock Roth
Ryan Schmeits

LANCASTER/HICKMAN 402-792-0000
6760 Woodland Blvd., Suite C, Hickman 
**Chris Snyder

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
2455 Pine Lake Rd., Ste. 100, Lincoln
Tyler Braden 402-904-7110
**David Duff  402-423-7109
Michael Kastens, FSS 402-420-7453
Stephanie Peterson 402-421-6798

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
5225 S. 16th St., Lincoln
Josh Behmer 402-421-4741
Travis Grant 402-421-4743
**Paul Johnson, AFIS 402-421-4740
Eric Mitchell 402-421-4442
Lukas Stoltenberg 402-421-4718

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
8321 Cody Dr., Suite A, Lincoln
Chad Christensen 402-421-2888
Brady Ellingson 531-333-7763
Dom Granville 531-333-7762
Brad Plagge  402-588-0080

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-614-3719
1520 S 70th St., Ste. 106, Lincoln
Scott Dunn

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-421-9100
5550 S. 59th St., Ste. 24, Lincoln
Jack Russell

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-484-0303
249 Cherry Hill Blvd., Ste. 2, Lincoln
Melissa Wheeler, ChFC, LUTCF 

LANCASTER/LINCOLN
5540 South St., Ste. 202, Lincoln
Ryan Rohl 531-500-3459
Sonny Lane 402-421-1016

LANCASTER/WAVERLY 402-786-0465
13220 Callum Dr., Ste. 3, Waverly
**Rusty Wellman

LINCOLN 308-660-4958
930 1st St., Sutherland
Jeffrey Gaasch

LINCOLN-LOGAN-THOMAS-MCPHERSON 
 308-534-9694
320 McNeel Lane, North Platte
**Jay Engel, LUTCF

MADISON-STANTON 402-316-7077 
712 W Norfolk Ave., Norfolk
**Brandon Doke

MADISON-STANTON 402-379-3237
504 N. 13th St., Norfolk 
Brad Bosh
Zachary Miller

MADISON-STANTON 402-371-1520
401 E. Norfolk Ave., Norfolk 
**Joe Herian, LUTCF 

MERRICK 308-946-3893
1105 16th St., Central City
**Shannon Hannappel 

MORRILL 308-262-1740
820 Main St., Bridgeport
Shelli Bowman

NANCE 308-536-3323
330 Broadway St., Fullerton
**Don Snyder. LUTCF

NEMAHA-RICHARDSON 402-274-3189
1415 19th St., Auburn
**Tasa Paul

NUCKOLLS  402-879-3377        
449 N. Central Ave., Superior
**Nate Casey, LUTCF

OTOE 402-269-2541
429 5th St., Syracuse
Ryan Rohl 

PAWNEE-RICHARDSON 402-852-2125
624 “G” St., Pawnee City
Ryan Rohl 

PERKINS 888-625-6698
228 Central Avenue, Grant
**Dustin Weiss, AFIS

PHELPS 308-995-4041
411 Grant, Holdrege
**Phil Hinrichs

PIERCE 402-329-6284
115 West Main, Pierce
*Scott Race

PLATTE 402-562-7777
2921 23rd St., Columbus
Don Sterup

PLATTE 402-923-0292
301 S. Main, Humphrey
Carol Wemhoff 

POLK 402-747-2351
540 Nebraska Street, Osceola
**Marty Demuth
Don Sterup

RED WILLOW 308-345-6720
1505 N Highway 83, Ste. A, McCook
Nicholas Wright 

RICHARDSON 402-801-8282
1613 Stone St., Falls City
**Tasa Paul

SALINE 402-821-8035
214 W 3rd St., Wilber
**Steve Schiermeyer, LUTCF

SARPY 402-347-0010
8094 S 84th St., La Vista
**Brandon Doke

SARPY 402-332-4151
604 N Hwy 6, Gretna
Rochelle Kerns

SARPY 402-932-0322 
1256 Golden Gate Dr., Ste. 1, Papillion
Brad Bosh
Joe Rickley 

SAUNDERS 402-442-3704
260 W 6th St., Wahoo
Scott Kieffer

SCOTTS BLUFF 308-635-8005
108 East 19th, Scottsbluff 
Dick Bretthauer, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF 

SCOTTS BLUFF 308-275-1313
1012 West 36th St., Ste. 4, Scottsbluff
Shawn Harvey

SEWARD 402-643-9100
546 Jackson Ave, Seward
Jack Russell

SHERIDAN 308-638-4566
123 N. Main, Hay Springs
Rhonda Baseggio

SHERIDAN 308-282-1000
113 N. Main, Gordon
Rhonda Baseggio

THAYER 402-768-6218
440 Lincoln Ave., Hebron
**Nate Casey, LUTCF 

THURSTON 402-385-2208
306 Main, Pender
Matt Buchholz 

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER 
1516 L Street, Ord 308-728-3216
Harold Benton

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER 
220 S. 14th St., Ord 308-728-3400
**Greg Duryea

WASHINGTON 402-426-3440
1565 Washington St., Blair
Troy Perchal 

WAYNE 402-375-3144
318 Main St., Wayne
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF

YORK 402-362-0320
611 N. Grant Ave., York 
Brandon Meyer

CROP ONLY AGENTS
BROKEN BOW  308-872-6433
Ed Wehling

OAKLAND 402-685-6852
Terry Richards

CENTRAL CITY  308-946-3893
Jack McMahon
Brett Santin

SUPERIOR     402-879-3002
Matt Sullivan

BENKELMAN    308-340-1633 
Jason Preston

ALBION       402-395-6363
Ron Erickson

LINCOLN 402-477-6262 
Tom Mortimer

  * AgWise Advanced Certified 
** AgWise Master Certified 

We make insurance simple.®

Call your local Farm Bureau agent 
to see how we make it simple to 

protect your family, home, car 
and business.

www.fbfs.com
Insurance ۰ Investments

Securities & services offered through 
FBL Marketing Services, LLC⁺, 5400 
University Ave., West Des Moines, 
IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member 

SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty 
Insurance Company”, Western Agricultural 

Insurance Company⁺*, Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company⁺*/West Des Moines, 

IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm 
Bureau Financial Services M082 (2-12)

Contact your local Farm Bureau agent.



We want to thank you for your continued support 
and encouragement of the 2020 Nebraska 
Ag Expo during the COVID-19 pandemic. As 

COVID-19 cases continue to rise in the state, our Iowa-
Nebraska Equipment Dealers Association board of 
directors, our exhibit committee and selected exhibitors, 
have agreed that holding this event in December is not 
plausible. So, we have made the decision to postpone the 
Nebraska Ag Expo to Feb. 23-25 at the Lancaster Event 
Center. 

In mid-November, the mayor of Lincoln announced 
an effort to reduce the transmission of the virus and, 
in doing so, required that all events with a capacity of 
500 or more be postponed until Dec. 7. With our move-

in date of Dec. 6, this is too close for comfort to allow for 
modifications at that point. Gov. Pete Ricketts also asked 
people to limit indoor gatherings to slow the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus. 

Also, with the number of COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations escalating dramatically in Nebraska and 
across the country, even with all the health and safety 
protocols put in place, the added risk to all the Expo 
stakeholders has prompted us to relook at the cur-
rent dates and general feasibility of the Expo. Hope-
fully, this postponement will provide adequate time 
for COVID-19 cases to decline substantially and there 
may even be a vaccine available by the new February 
show date.

We look forward to seeing you in February at the Lan-
caster Event Center. Show hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, and 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday. Admission and parking are FREE, and we ask 
you to please pre-register at nebraskaagexpo.com.

The Nebraska Ag Expo is produced by the Iowa-Ne-
braska Equipment Dealers Association in conjunction 
with local Nebraska and Iowa farm equipment deal-
erships. The show is sponsored by: Diamond Sponsors 
– Farm Credit Services of America and AgDirect; Plat-
inum Sponsor – Nebraska Farm Bureau; Gold Sponsors 
– Stine Seed Company and Sukup Manufacturing; and 
Media Sponsors – Midwest Messenger and Rural Radio 
Network.  
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MOTOR VEHICLES
FOR SALE: 2003 Mercury Grand Marquis 
GS, one owner, always in garage, 85,000 
miles, blue, new tires, $4,984. Call or text 
(402) 910-8737. (Dodge County)

MISC
WANTED: Looking for first-time farmer 
who will do NAIFA financing with retired 

Free Exchange Ads for Farm Bureau Members 
The Exchange is a place for Nebraska Farm Bureau members to buy, sell, or trade their items through classified ads for free. It is the responsibility of 
members to contact each other to negotiate interactions or transactions. All Exchange ads will be deleted after 30 days. All items listed before the 10th 
of the month will be printed in the Nebraska Farm Bureau News without a photo. You can contact Kylee Planer at kyleep@nefb.org or (402) 421-4485, for 
assistance in placing these Exchange ads in the Nebraska Farm Bureau News. The Exchange is an online portal which can be found at nefb.org/exchange.

The Nebraska Ag Expo postponed to Feb. 23-25, 2021

farmer in conjunction with FSA program. 
A good option for a beginning farmer. 
Call (308) 384-7296. (Hall County)
FOR SALE: Several 6- or 8-inch by 10-
feet pump column pipes for fence posts, 
$15 each. Call (308) 624-2177. (Merrick 
County)
FOR SALE: Several good used 
gearheads; Amarillo, Randolph, US 

Motors. 30T080hp, various rations, 
$350 - $800. Call for info. I may have 
what you need. (308) 624-2177. (Merrick 
County)

PETS & LIVESTOCK
FOR SALE: 170 Angus-cross bred heifers, 
AId June 27 to Reserve. Cleaned up for 
60 days with Connealy and Stockmen’s 

Source bulls. Great disposition, many 
generations of AI represented. $1,800. 
Call (308) 458-8382. (Grant County)

MACHINE & EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: Landpride 3-point disk 
DH1572 with Quick Hitch, Serial #436257, 
Very low usage. Call (712)485-2440. 
(Neola, Iowa I-80 exit 23)



Apply at csc.edu
Nebraska Scholarships in:

· Business Administration · Justice Studies
· Communication Arts · Rangeland Management
· Education

Minimum scholarship awards $2,000 for eligible students
See our website for application and details for continued eligibility

CHADRON STATE COLLEGE


