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Nebraska Farm Bureau Backs School Funding 
and Property Tax Relief Bill LB 497

One-by-one farmers and ranchers from 
across the state, young and old, spoke with 
conviction to members of the Legislature’s 
Revenue Committee about the importance 
of Sen. Curt Friesen’s school funding/property 
tax bill LB 497. The comments were made 
as part of the Committee’s Feb. 14 public 
hearing on the bill. In both verbal and written 
testimony, Farm Bureau members repeatedly 
offered support for the measure. LB 497 
would broaden the sources used to fund 
K-12 schools, reduce the state’s overreliance 
on property taxes, and replace parts of the 
system that has created inequities in how 
the state of Nebraska treats students and 
taxpayers in funding schools. (See more on 
LB497 on page 6.)

“Education and rural schools are 
important to me and my family. The state 
has a responsibility to help fund basic K–12 
education for all students,” noted Andy 
Schmidt, a fifth-generation farmer, who 
grows crops and raises cattle near Deshler. 
Schmidt, a Thayer County Farm Bureau 
member, has children who attend school 
in Deshler, where he serves on the School 
Board. In providing information to the 
Committee, Schmidt shared that only 11 
percent of Deshler’s basic education funding 
comes from the state. 

“I know there are other districts where 
the state has taken on a much greater role 

in providing dollars to cover basic education. 
LB 497 ensures that every public school in 
Nebraska would receive state support equal 
to at least 50 percent of the basic education 
funding needs. LB 497 isn’t perfect, but it 
combines the best that any of the property 
tax relief bills introduced have to offer and 
has the best chance at delivering property 
tax relief,” Schmidt noted.

Dave Nielsen, a fourth-generation family 
farmer, who raises crops near Lincoln and 
is a member of the Lancaster County 
Farm Bureau, testified before the Revenue 
Committee and shared an example of the 
disparity between two different taxpayers 
in the Waverly School District. 

“The first taxpayer is someone you’ll 
likely know, his name is Dan Whittney, 
AKA, Larry the Cable Guy,” Nielsen said. 
“I’m not picking on Larry with this example, 
I enjoy his work, but it illustrates my point. 
Larry is a homeowner and landowner in 
the Waverly School District. He pays about 
$23,000 a year in property taxes. It costs 
roughly $8,759 to educate a student in the 
district. That means Larry is paying for the 
education of about 2.6 kids in the Waverly 
district. Keep in mind that Larry’s net worth 
is about $80 million, and he makes roughly 
$20 million a year,” Nielsen explained. 

The other taxpayer in this scenario was 
Nielsen himself and his wife Vicki, who 

have two children in school in the Waverly 
School District. 

“My home and farm are in the district, so 
I also pay taxes there. The property taxes 
on my farm alone pay for the education of 
roughly 14 students in the District; my two 
kids – plus 12 others. My net worth and 
annual income are not in any way comparable 
to Larry the Cable Guy’s. Larry pays for 2.6 
students’ education and my farm pays for 14 
students’ education. That doesn’t seem like 
equality,” Nielsen told the committee.

Lance Atwater from Ayr is a young second-
generation row crop and cow/calf farmer. He 
and his wife Krystal recently married, are 
members of the Adams County Farm Bureau, 
and just purchased a farm in Nebraska. His 
father is a first-generation farmer, who was 
born and raised in Santa Monica, California. 
He left California to come to Nebraska to 
pursue his dream of farming. Atwater calls 
Nebraska’s farmer and rancher frustrations 
over property taxes, a crisis. 

“The school district where my land 
resides has seen a 68 percent decline in 
state aid since 2006-2007. Yet, our general 
fund property taxes have increased by 
122 percent over the same period. In 
dollars, state aid has declined by $1,038,574 
and general fund property taxes have 
increased by $1,614,744. State aid as a share 
in basic funding for 2008-2009 was 59 

percent. Today, it is only 12 percent. This 
is unsustainable, and something must be 
done,” he told the committee.

Henry Beel, a member of the Brown 
County Farm Bureau, is a landowner and 
taxpayer in Brown and Cherry counties. He 
along with his two brothers, operate the 
family cow/calf ranch. In his testimony he 
wrote of his concerns that property taxes 
will prevent some family businesses from 
not being able to continue what they are 
doing, due to out of control property taxes.   

“Property taxes on our ranch for 2018 
were $158,518.24. This is the second highest 
expense on our ranch except for the feed 
cost for the cattle. At the present time, our 
family’s share of property taxes going to 
Ainsworth Community Schools (ACS) is 
$98,731.07; this is more than what the state 
of Nebraska is giving to ACS for state aid. Do 
you suppose there is a problem with funding 
our schools if my family is giving more money 
to the school than the state?” Beel said.

The future of LB 497 will depend on 
the actions of the Legislature’s Revenue 
Committee which will determine whether 
the bill, or parts of it, advance to the full 
legislature for debate. Sen. Lou Ann Linehan 
of Elkhorn, chairwoman of the Revenue 
Committee sees the possibility of one 
property tax package coming out of the 
committee, not just one bill.
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As I sit down to write this month’s column it’s just a 
couple days removed from Nebraska Farm Bureau’s Day 
at the Capitol on property taxes. I want to thank all of 
you who took the time to send letters, made calls, or took 
other steps to support Sen. Curt Friesen’s bill (LB 497) to 
change the way we fund schools and provide property 
tax relief. 

I especially want to thank all of those who traveled to 
Lincoln and sat through a very long-day of hearings to 
relay that support directly to members of the Legislature’s 
Revenue Committee. Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol 
was a demonstration of true grassroots in action and I 
can’t tell you how much it is appreciated by myself, our 
volunteer leaders, and our staff.  

In regard to Sen. Friesen’s bill, it is a definite step in the 
right direction to address inequities in how we fund schools 
and deliver property tax relief for all Nebraskans. (See a 
complete breakdown of the bill on page 6). However, it’s 
clear from testimony during the public hearing, that lots of 
work will need to be done before any school funding or 
property tax relief measure crosses the finish line.  

Here are some things I hope those involved in this 

ongoing process will keep in mind:
If you don’t believe taxes on agricultural land are 

a problem, you only need to look at how Nebraska 
compares to its neighbors. According to new analysis 
done by our staff economist, Nebraska’s effective tax 
rate on agricultural land of 1.04 percent far exceeds that 
of bordering states. Nebraska’s effective tax rate exceeds 
Wyoming by more than 3 times and Iowa by 2.89 times. 
Kansas’ effective tax rate of .78 percent on agricultural 
land is nearest to Nebraska, but Nebraska’s rate is still 1.33 
times greater. In short, Nebraska farmers and ranchers 
are paying very high property taxes and are clearly at a 
competitive disadvantage to farmers in neighboring states. 

It is abundantly clear our state is too far down the path 
to “cut” our way to property tax relief. The state has 
shifted so much of the burden of funding education onto 
local property taxes the only way to correct this is by 
the state taking back some of that responsibility. For far 
too long the state has either failed to recognize the shifts 
that have taken place or has chosen to ignore the shifts 
because the increased burden has fallen on a minority of 
taxpayers. Broadening the state sources and generating 
necessary revenue to replace property taxes for school 
funding is the only way to “reset” the system.

Those opposed to expanding the tax base to address 
the property tax issue or oppose significant tax shifts must 
not ignore the fact that tax shifts have already happened to 
agricultural landowners. While total property tax collections 

statewide increased 57 percent over the last 10 years, 
taxes on agriculture land alone during that period increased 
152 percent. If residential property taxes in Nebraska had 
increased 152 percent over the last 10 years, we wouldn’t 
just be talking about it, there would be rioting in the streets 
with people ready to tear down the State Capitol. That 
might be on the horizon as residential property is now 
beginning to see a tax shift of its own. NOW is the time to 
fix the problem by broadening our tax base to get our school 
funding and property tax house in order. We can’t kick this 
can down the road any longer. Anything less than meaningful 
action this session can only be viewed as a failure on the part 
of our elected leaders, as they are the only ones who can 
actually vote to provide property tax relief. 

We need to work together, rural and urban Nebraska! 
Sometimes that collective effort comes through a 
cooperative spirit. Other times, it comes through necessity. 
Either way, that is the only way for big things to get done 
in our state. There is a path forward to improve the way 
we fund schools, provide property tax relief, and address 
other issues of interest. It’s time we work together!

Until Next Time,
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Congratulations to Nebraska's 2018 Discussion Meet winner Jason Perdue of York 
County Farm Bureau  who made it to the Sweet 16 at the AFBF Annual Convention 
in New Orleans on Jan.13. Perdue was one of 35 contestants in the event.

Congratulations Nebraska YF&R Contest Winners 

Ryan and Amy Musgrave of Clay County Farm Bureau gave their presentation 
about their operation for the Excellence in Ag Competition at the AFBF Annual 
Convention in New Orleans. 

Tiffany Lechtenberg of Boyd County Farm Bureau received her AFBF YF&R 
Achievement award at the 100th AFBF Annual Convention in New Orleans. Tiffany 
and her husband Kyle (pictured right) were appointed to the AFBF Young Farmers 
& Rancher Committee and will serve their two-year term beginning in March. 

Sweet Success
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COUNTY NEWS

Custer County Farm Bureau hosted a Lillian Creek Water Recharge Project Informative 
meeting, January 15 at the Sargent Municipal Building in Sargent. The Lower Loup NRD was 
there to present on the study of the potential for a reservoir that would offer groundwater 
recharge and recreational opportunities on Lillian Creek in northeast Custer County.

Holt, Rock, and Boyd Farm Bureau's Counties sponsored a school board presentation on 
the school budgeting process for current and new school board members in the counties. 
The presentation was a great opportunity for the school board members to learn firsthand 
more about the school district budgeting process and how to develop a strategic plan for 
the district. J.B. Atkins, a Custer County school board member, held an open dialogue for 
those attending.

The Morrill County Farm Bureau hosted a town hall meeting with Sen. Steve Erdman of 
Bayard on Feb. 16. An estimated thirty constituents attended the town hall at the Bridgeport 
Community Center. Sen. Erdman provided the audience with several handouts, which 
included all of the bills that he has introduced for the 2019 Legislative Session. He spoke about 
the property tax issue, how he continues to fight for relief, and how Nebraska taxes are 
extremely high and was able to answer a variety questions from constituents. 

Fifteen County Farm Bureau members attended a Northwest Region “Legislative Update 
Dinner” at Sam & Louie’s in Alliance on February 20.  Those counties with Farm Bureau 
members attending were Grant, Sheridan, Cheyenne, Box Butte and Morrill Counties. 
Director of Grassroot Development Jay Ferris explained Farm Bureau’s priority bills and gave 
a legislative update. 

Custer County Holds Information Meeting on Lillian Creek 
Water Recharge Project

Holt, Rock, and Boyd County Sponsor School Board 
Presentation

Morrill County Farm Bureau Hosts Town Hall with  
Sen. Steve Erdman

Northwest Region Legislative Update Meeting

Phelps/Gosper County Farm Bureau hosted 
their county annual meeting on Jan. 29 with 
guest speaker retired Husker football coach 
Tom Osborne. Osborne spoke primarily 
about leadership, our society, along with a 
little football talk to a packed audience of 
Farm Bureau members.

Phelps/Gosper County Annual 
Meeting - Tom Osborne
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Nebraska Farm Bureau Tells House Ways and Means Committee 

“Necessity” Drove Development of New Association Health Plan
The Nebraska Farm Bureau’s new 

Association Health Plan (AHP) was driven 
by the need to serve Nebraska farm and 
ranch families struggling to find affordable 
health insurance in the wake of changes in 
the insurance industry resulting from passage 
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) nearly a 
decade ago. In providing invited testimony 
before a full contingency of the House Ways 
and Means Committee, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Chief Administrator Rob Robertson 
testified that the organization’s first-of-its-
kind AHP was borne out of necessity to 
help those in need. 

“Escalating health care and health 
insurance costs were among the top 
concerns registered by farmers and 
ranchers who attended a series of listening 
sessions held across our state in the 
summer of 2018. Whether it was reports 
of health care premiums becoming the first 
or second highest living expense, stories 
of spouses having to find off-farm work to 
secure employer provided health insurance, 
or families (young and old) dropping health 
care insurance all together, we heard 
directly from those struggling with how to 
deal with increasing health insurance costs,” 
said Robertson.  

Robertson’s testimony was provided as 
part the Committee’s hearing on “Protecting 
Americans with Pre-Existing Conditions.” The 
Nebraska Farm Bureau AHP is both ACA 

compliant and covers pre-existing conditions. 
“In creating our AHP, we believed it 

was imperative to cover pre-existing 
conditions. We wanted to offer great 
coverage to our farmers and ranchers that 
was reasonably priced. Allowing farmers 
and ranchers to pool together to form a 
large health insurance group through the 
AHP was the best way we could offer this 
product at a discounted rate from the 
high costs of premiums in the individual 
market. Without the ability to form a bona 
fide large employer group, farm and ranch 
members would be stuck with the high 
costs and limited options in the individual 
health insurance market, if they could 
afford them at all,” said Robertson. 

In testimony, Robertson provided a real-
life example of how the AHP is helping 
Nebraska Farm Bureau members.

“We had a husband and wife who farm 
together in Southeast Nebraska sign-up 
for our AHP. They are self-employed and 
had seen the cost of their health insurance 
premiums continue to rise, especially over 
the last two years. They were going to have 
to spend more than $26,000 for their health 
plan in 2019. By enrolling in our AHP and 
being part of a larger group health plan, they 
were able to get the same coverage and pay 
just under $19,000,” said Robertson. 

Outside of simply saving money on 
premiums, Robertson pointed out 

numerous examples of enrollees who 
previously went without health insurance, 
who have now entered the health 
insurance marketplace because of the 
more affordable plans offered under the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau AHP.

“Our organization’s goal in developing the 
AHP was to help offer a more affordable 

health insurance option that provided 
quality coverage, including coverage for pre-
existing conditions for our member families. 
With only one year under our belt and with 
just under 700 enrollees, we believe we 
have done that, and are looking forward 
to offering similar coverage again in future 
years,” Robertson told the Committee.

Nebraska Farm Bureau Chief Administrator Rob Robertson testified in front 
of the House Ways and Means Committee about Nebraska Farm Bureau’s new 
Association Health Plan (AHP) Jan. 29. The Nebraska Farm Bureau Member 
Health Plan is the organization’s first-of-its-kind AHP and was driven by the need 
to serve Nebraska farm and ranch families struggling to find affordable health 
insurance in the wake of changes in the insurance industry resulting from passage 
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) nearly a decade ago. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau 2019 Leadership Academy Gets Underway
The Nebraska Farm Bureau 2019 

Leadership Academy class held their first 
meeting in Kearney, Jan. 24-25. This was the 
first opportunity for the 10-member class 
to meet each other and build relationships 
with fellow classmates. (Visit www.nefb.org/
leadershipacademy to meet this year’s class.)

This session focused on personal 
development, with the class identifying 
their personal leadership style by finding 
their strengths. Richard Fagerlin, of Peak 
Solutions and author of “Trustology”, lead 
a group exercise on how high achieving 
teams must effectively and successfully 
trust one another. Dan Shundoff with 
PPL Group lead the group through how 
to maximize their strengths using the 
CliftonStrengths Finder.

The group met again Feb. 21-22 in Grand 
Island. The focus of that session was to 
familiarize the class with Farm Bureau 
in Nebraska and how they can become 
effective members through leadership in 
Farm Bureau at the county, regional, and 
state levels.

The goal of the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Leadership Academy is to cultivate the talents 
and strengths of members and connect their 
passion for agriculture to opportunities of 
service within the Farm Bureau organization. 
By developing leadership skills, academy 
members can develop their passions and 
positively impact their local communities and 
the state of Nebraska.

The Leadership Academy will meet again 
March 21-22 in Lincoln.

During the first session of the Leadership Academy Jan. 24-25, Leadership Academy 
participants were introduced to Trustology, a course full of stick-with-you principles 
to create high-functioning relationships, both personal and professional, and a session 
on CliftonStrength Finders. Here Jolene Dunbar of Loup County (left), and Adam 
Rathman, Hall County pair off during the Strength Finders session.

Session two of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Leadership Academy was held in Grand 
Island Feb. 21-22. Pictured from left is Adam Rathman, Hall County, Ty Fickenscher, 
Kearney/Franklin County, and Matthew Erickson of Johnson County. Members of 
this year’s academy participated in hands on programs helping them become leaders 
in their local County Farm Bureaus and their communities. 

Introducing the 2019 Nebraska Farm Bureau Leadership Academy (back row 
left) Matthew Erickson, Johnson County; Adam Rathman, Hall County; Tyrell 
Fickenscher, Kearney/Franklin County; Samantha Dyer, Dawes County; and 
Krista Podany, Knox County. Front row left Cherie Priest, Brown County; Brenda 
Wendt, Boyd County; Owen Seamann, Wheeler County; Jolene Dunbar, Loup 
County; and Kathie Martindale, Blaine County. 
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Members @ Work - Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol

Nebraska Congressional Delegation 
Committee Assignments

The new 116th Congress began January and a number of members of Nebraska’s 
Congressional Delegation were given new important committee assignments. Below 
are the complete committee/subcommittee listings for the delegation:

Sen. Deb Fischer
• United States Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 

and Forestry
• United States Senate Committee on Armed Services
• United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation
• United States Senate Committee on Rules and 

Administration

Sen. Ben Sasse
• United States Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs
• United States Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
• United States Senate Joint Economic Committee
• United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry
• House Appropriations Committee – Ranking Member of 

the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee
 

Congressman Don Bacon
• House Committee on Agriculture
• House Armed Services Committee
 

Congressman Adrian Smith
• House Committee on Ways and Means – Ranking Member 

of Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures, previously 
known as the Subcommittee on Tax Policy

NEFB Senior Economist Jay Rempe spoke to a packed room at the Farm Bureau 
Day at the Capitol where nearly 75 people came to support Sen. Curt Friesen’s 
school funding and property tax relief bill LB 497.

Members of Nebraska Farm Bureau‘s State Legislative Policy Committee met 
Jan. 31 to review legislative bills and received a legislative update from NEFB’s 
legislative staff.  From left Bill Lechtenberg, Boyd County, Carl Grotelueschen, 
Colfax County; Troy Linn, Dawson County; Jered Tiedeman, Gage County; 
Schuyler Tomes, Seward County. 

Holt County Farm Bureau members attended a Day at the Capitol Jan. 28. Here 
James Olson, Holt County; Jeff Schuerman, Boyd County and Barry Kelly of Holt 
County listened to legislative debate during their visit to the State Capitol. 

Boyd and Blaine County Farm Bureau members attended a Day at the Capitol 
Jan. 31 to see up-close and personal the workings of the Nebraska Legislature. Jay 
Ferris, NEFB director of grassroots development briefed members on the days 
events. Pictured from left is Mike Reiman, Boyd County, Andra Smith and Kathie 
Martindale, Blaine County.

It was a jam-packed hearing when LB497 was heard by the Revenue Committee 
Feb. 14. Those who could not get into the hearing watched on TV monitors in 
Sen. Curt Friesen’s office. Pictured from left are: Myles Ramsey, Adams County; 
Mark McHargue, NEFB first vice president; Bruce Riecker, NEFB vice president 
of governmental relations; Dana Peterson, Nance County; Tyler Ramsey, Adams 
County; and Larry Heyen, Saunders County.

Young Farmers and Ranchers representatives on the NEFB Board of Directors 
Lance Atwater (left) and his wife Krystal look over material during the Farm 
Bureau Day @ the Capitol event Feb. 14 to support a school funding and property 
tax bill LB 497 sponsored by Henderson Sen. Curt Friesen.   
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Board of Directors have set the organization’s policy 
priorities for 2019. Reducing Nebraska’s overreliance on property taxes, expanding markets 
for agricultural products, and improving broadband access across the state, are among the 
topics identified as organizational priorities for the year. 

“There are numerous issues that impact farms and ranches. It’s important our organization 
focuses our time and resources on those that directly affect the ability of our members to 
be successful,” said Steve Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau president. “Working in these 
areas we can help create opportunities for our farms and ranches to prosper.  Whether 
we’re working at the state or national level, we’re working to serve members.”

Nebraska Farm Bureau’s state policy priority list includes:
1. Reducing Nebraska’s overreliance on property taxes.
2. Seeking a more balanced system to fund education.
3. Growing Nebraska’s livestock sector and value-added agriculture.
4. Expanding farm and ranch access to high quality broadband service statewide.
5. Proactive engagement on both state water quality and quantity issues.
6. Making sure regulations are workable for Nebraska farms and ranches.

Nebraska Farm Bureau’s national policy priority list includes:
1. Expanding markets for Nebraska agricultural products through international trade.
2. Reducing unnecessary regulations and working for regulatory reform.
3. Defending animal agriculture production and supporting policies to enhance profitability. 
4. Implementation of the 2018 Farm Bill. 
5. Ensuring farmers and ranchers are able to meet their labor/workforce needs. 
6. Expanding farm and ranch access to high quality broadband service statewide.
7. Promotion and expansion of markets for renewable fuels, including E15. 

Nebraska State Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango 
has introduced LB 227 to boost private 
property rights protection for Nebraska 
farmers and ranchers, so they can continue to 
have the flexibility to adopt new technologies, 
modify and improve their farm and ranch 
operations. The bill, refered to as the nuisance 
bill, would help curb nuisance lawsuits like 
those brought against pork producers in North 
Carolina which have gained national attention.

LB 227 amends the Nebraska Right to Farm 
Act to strengthen existing nuisance protections 
for Nebraska agriculture operations. It adds new 
terminology regarding changes to agricultural 
operations while reiterating operations must 
comply with all local zoning laws and regulatory 
permitting requirements.

Ag Leaders Support
Jacob Mayer an agricultural engineer and 

cattle producer, testified before the Agriculture 
Committee on behalf of the Agriculture 
Leaders Working Group, which is comprised 
of the elected leaders of the Nebraska Farm 

Bureau, Nebraska Corn Growers, Nebraska 
Cattlemen, Nebraska Pork Producers, 
Nebraska Soybean Association, Nebraska 
State Dairy Association, and Nebraska Wheat 
Growers Association. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
strongly supports LB 227.

“The Nebraska Right to Farm Act 
provides protection against nuisance liability 
when residential development moves into 
areas where agricultural operations already 
exist,” said Ansley Mick, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau’s director of NEFB-PAC and state 
governmental relations. “However, Nebraska 
courts have been clear the law does not apply 
when changes occur on the farm itself rather 
than in the surrounding area,” Mick said.

No Change to Local Zoning 
LB 227 is not an aggressive unprecedented 

action, but rather an amendment necessary 
to update the State’s laws to mirror states 
such as Arkansas, Wisconsin, Michigan, and 
Indiana. In fact, LB 227 is much more limited 
in nature than such bills enacted in Iowa and 

North Carolina. LB 227 does not remove 
the requirement of producers to comply 
with Nebraska or federal environmental 
or zoning regulations. Further, LB 227 still 
provides adjacent landowners with remedies 
against agricultural producers to the extent 
“reasonable techniques” are not employed 
to minimize dust, noise, insects, and odors.  

“As we heard throughout the hearing 
on LB 227, the threat of nuisance lawsuits 
has greatly impeded our industries’ ability 
to expand and grow our state’s agricultural 
economy. Whether it be a change in 
ownership, a conversion of technology to 
increase efficiency of the operation, or 
increasing livestock numbers – even by a 
few head – producers can find themselves 
entangled in a nuisance lawsuit,” Mick said.

North Carolina Jury
In July 2018, a North Carolina jury awarded 

more than $25 million in a lawsuit against 
Smithfield Foods, alleging the hog  farm 
owned by Joey Carter was a nuisance, even 

though Carter had always followed and 
exceeded the state’s laws, invested in modern 
technologies, and responded promptly to any 
concerns raised by his neighbors.

“If it can happen to Joey Carter, it can 
happen to anyone, anywhere,” said Andy 
Curliss, CEO of the North Carolina Pork 
Council. He served on a panel at the 
American Farm Bureau Convention in 
early January, that discussed the recent 
lawsuits targeting production agriculture and 
suggested actions that State Farm Bureaus 
could take to fight these targeted attacks. 

“We are committed to ensuring private 
property rights in this state are protected,” 
said Mick. “LB 227 is a reasonable, much-
needed step forward to protect individuals 
and families who have made huge and 
important investments in our economy.  
We thank Sen. Hughes for bringing this bill 
before the Legislature.”  

As of this printing, LB 227 needs to be 
voted out of the Agriculture Committee so 
it can be debated by the full Legislature. 

Building Relationships Will Strengthen Trade with Mexico

LB 183 - Bill to Lower Agricultural Land Values Stalls

Touting beef, soybeans, and all things 
agriculture, Nebraska Farm Bureau 
President Steve Nelson joined Governor 
Pete Ricketts and Nebraska Director of 
Agriculture Steve Wellman in traveling to 
Mexico for an international trade mission 
Feb. 12-16. The visit marked the Governor’s 
second trade mission to Mexico.

While the goal of this mission was to 
attract businesses to Nebraska, Nelson saw 
it as an opportunity to highlight Nebraska 
agriculture and build relationships that are 
key to expanding markets.

“It really comes down to building 
relationships. That’s true in every part of 
the world I’ve been to on trade missions 
before. That one-on-one contact is valued 
by our customers,” NEFB President Steve 

Nelson said. “Talking to people, making sure 
that they understand we are trustworthy 
to do business with, those sorts of things 
build a good base for any sort of business 
relationship,” he said.

The group also expressed thanks to 
Mexican officials for signing the U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement, or USMCA. Mexico 
is one of Nebraska’s largest agricultural 
export markets doing 6.4 billion dollars in 
agricultural business in 2017. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau Senior Economist 
Jay Rempe tracks the value of trade to 
farmers and ranchers. He says about a third 
of what is produced in Nebraska is sent 
somewhere else in the world making trade 
deals like the USMCA vital to Nebraska.

“Since we entered the North American 

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in the mid-
90s, we’ve seen agricultural trade between 
those three countries just explode. Its 
quadrupled over that time period. Because 
of where Nebraska is situated geographically 
and our commodity base, we’ve benefited 
tremendously. The new agreement is vitally 
important to protecting those export 
markets. Mexico is a growing country and 
the USMCA allows us to have access to that 
market,” Rempe said.

Mexico is Nebraska’s second largest 
export market. It is currently the largest 
market for Nebraska corn, wheat, meat, 
and dairy, and the second largest market 
for soybeans and sorghum among other 
products. According the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), total 

U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico total 
$18.6 billion. 

“We want to do everything we can 
to create opportunities for farmers and 
ranchers here in Nebraska. Expanding 
markets for our products through trade 
is important to agriculture, and just as 
important to our state given Nebraska’s 
economy is so dependent on agriculture. 
When agriculture does well, the state does 
well,” Nelson said. 

Others participating in the trade mission 
included representatives from the Nebraska 
Department of Economic Development 
and several Nebraska-based companies, 
including Tenaska, Lincoln Industries, Union 
Pacific, and Werner Enterprises.

LB 497, introduced by Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson, would change how Nebraska’s 
K-12 schools are funded, and in the process, provide property tax relief to all Nebraskans. 
The bill broadens the sources used to fund K-12 schools, reduces the overreliance on 
property taxes, and replaces the parts of our system that have created inequities in how 
the state treats students and taxpayers in funding schools.

LB 497:
1. Ensures every public school in Nebraska receives state support equal to 50% of basic 

education funding needs.
2. Adjusts the local resources component of the state aid formula resulting in more state 

equalization aid being delivered to schools.
3. Adjusts the state aid formula so school districts with large bases of agricultural land 

would have a better chance of receiving equalization aid and provides relief to those 
who have experienced the greatest property tax increases.

4. Puts provisions in place to ensure additional state aid dollars allocated to schools are 
used to replace and lower local property taxes.

5. Broadens the sources used to fund schools and generates additional revenue for state 
aid to schools.

6. Provides a one-time $150 million allocation to help replenish the state’s cash 
reserve fund.

A legislative bill to lower the value of 
agricultural land for purposes of repaying 
K-12 school bonds stalled on the f loor of 
the Legislature after the State Chamber 
of Commerce and education interests 
raised opposition to the bill. Sen. Tom 
Briese of Albion introduced LB 183 to 
address situations where owners of 
agricultural land ref lect a minority of 
the voting population, but bear the vast 

majority of the tax burden associated 
with repayment of school bonds. As 
originally introduced, LB 183 would have 
lowered the assessed value of agricultural 
land to one percent of actual value 
to retire bond debt. The Legislature’s 
Revenue Committee advanced the bill 
to the full legislature for debate with an 
amendment to have agricultural land 
assessed at 30 percent of market value 

for bond repayment. Nebraska Farm 
Bureau and other agriculture groups 
supported the bill at the hearing, while a 
handful of groups including the Nebraska 
Rural Community Schools Association, 
Nebraska Association of School Boards, 
Nebraska State Education Association, 
among other education interests, opposed 
the bill. The bill seeks to ensure residential 
and commercial property owners would 

have a greater stake in repayment of 
K-12 school bonds, when evaluating bond 
measures. The opposition to the bill on 
the f loor of the Legislature led to Sen. 
Briese asking to have the Speaker hold 
the bill. The measure can be brought back 
at a later date. It’s possible the provisions 
of the bill could also be included as part 
of a larger legislative package targeted to 
providing property tax relief.
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2019 Legislative Committee Assignments
 The 106th Nebraska Legislature convened Jan. 9 for its 90-day session. Thirteen 

new members and 13 re-elected senators were sworn into office, and lawmakers 
elected chairpersons of the Legislature’s standing committees. Norfolk Sen. Jim Scheer 
was re-elected Speaker of the Legislature in an uncontested race. Scheer will serve a 
two-year term as Speaker. 

The Nebraska Legislature is required this session to enact a biennial (two-year) budget. 
In addition to balancing the budget, priorities include paying for Medicaid expansion, 
which passed on the ballot last year, property tax relief, and medical marijuana, which 
if not addressed in the legislature, could be on the ballot in 2020. A total of 739 bills, 
eight resolutions, and seven constitutional amendments were introduced. Committee 
hearings began Jan. 22 and will continue through March. The session is scheduled to 
end June 6. Below is a list of key legislative committees, chairs, and members.

SPEAKER OF THE LEGISLATURE – SEN. JIM SCHEER OF NORFOLK
Agriculture Rm. 1524 (Tuesday) Sen. Steve Halloran, Chairperson; Sen. Carol 
Blood; Sen. Tom Brandt; Sen. Ernie Chambers; Sen. Ben Hansen; Sen. Steve Lathrop; 
Sen. Mike Moser; Sen. Julie Slama

Appropriations Rm. 1003 (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) 
Sen. John Stinner, Chairperson; Sen. Kate Bolz; Sen. Robert Clements; Sen. Myron 
Dorn; Sen. Steve Erdman; Sen. Robert Hilkemann; Sen. Mike McDonnell; Sen. Tony 
Vargas; Sen. Anna Wishart; 

Education Rm.1525 (Monday and Tuesday) Sen. Mike Groene, Chairperson; Sen. 
Tom Brewer; Sen. Rick Kolowski; Sen. Lou Ann Linehan; Sen. Adam Morfeld; Sen. 
Dave Murman; Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks; Sen. Lynne Walz

Natural Resources Rm.1525 (Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) Sen. Dan Hughes, 
Chairperson; Sen. Joni Albrecht; Sen. Bruce Bostelman; Sen. Suzanne Geist; Sen. Tim 
Gragert; Sen. Steve Halloran; Sen. Mike Moser; Sen. Dan Quick

Revenue Rm.1524 (Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, 
Chairperson; Sen. Tom Briese; Sen. Sue Crawford; Sen. Curt Friesen; Sen. Mike 
Groene; Sen. Mark Kolterman; Sen. Brett Lindstrom; Sen. John McCollister

Transportation Rm. 1113 (Monday and Tuesday) Sen. Curt Friesen, Chairperson; 
Sen. Joni Albrecht; Sen. Bruce Bostelman; Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh; Sen. Wendy 
DeBoer; Sen. Suzanne Geist; Sen. Mike Hilgers; Sen. Dan Hughes

BILL WATCH

AGRICULTURE
LB 594 – Meat Labeling Bill 
Introduced by Omaha Sen. Carol Blood the 
bill provides that anyone who advertises, 
promotes, labels, represents, illustrates, 
displays, for sale, offers for sale, attempts to 
sell, or sells an insect-based, a plant-based, 
or a lab-grown food product as “meat" will 
be in violation of the Nebraska Deceptive 
Trade Practices Act. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
testified in support of this bill.

LB 657 – Adopt Nebraska Hemp Act
Omaha Sen. Justin Wayne introduced LB 
657, which adopts the Nebraska Hemp 
Act, and permits the growth and cultivation 
of industrial hemp in Nebraska. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau testified in support of this bill. 

LB 457 – Industrial Hemp Bill 
LB 457 would define industrial hemp in a 
manner consistent with federal law and 
make clear that industrial hemp and resins 
extracted from industrial hemp are not 
marijuana under Nebraska law and was 
introduced by Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop. 
Nebraska Farm Bureau testified in support 
of this bill. 

LB 660 – Nebraska Brand Committee 
Bill
The intent of LB 660 is to change the law 

so the Executive Director of the Brand 
Committee is no longer required to be law 
enforcement fertified and is no longer the 
chief investigator for the brand committee. 
The bill creates a new position of Chief 
Investigator who answers to the Executive 
Director and is law enforcement certified. 
The bill was introduced by Sen. Tom Brewer 
of Gordon. Nebraska Farm Bureau testified 
in support of this bill. 

LR 13 – Food Labeling Standards - Dairy
LR 13, introduced by Glenvil Sen. Dave 
Murman, urges the appropriate federal 
agencies to establish and enforce 
clear identity standards for milk and 
dairy products. As the Food and Drug 
Administration is in the midst of a review 
of labeling issues this would encourage the 
administration to exclusively reserve the use 
of the term milk, yogurt, butter, ice cream, 
and cheese for products derived from real 
dairy origin. Nebraska Farm Bureau testified 
in support of this bill.

GOVERNMENT, MILITARY/
VETERANS AFFAIRS
LB 9 – Block Chain Technology
Introduced by Sen. Carol Blood of Omaha, LB 
9 amends Chapters 18; and 23-105 to 23-145 
in Nebraska revised statutes to make sure 
that cities, villages, and political subdivisions 

cannot tax, issue fees, or otherwise regulate 
Distributed Ledger Technology. The bill 
still allows the state to issue new fees and 
taxes when it is needed. By limiting who 
can regulate, the state can adapt quickly to 
changing business trends. Nebraska Farm 
Bureau testified in support of this bill.

JUDICIARY
LB 593 – Medicaid Recovery Act
Introduced by Albion Sen. Tom Briese, LB 
593 would repeal certain provisions of LB 
72 (2015) and LB 268 (2017) that address 
issues related to the Department of Health 
and Human Services certification and waiver 
process and permit the more effective and 
efficient distribution of trusts. The bill would 
further eliminate certain liens created by the 
previous legislation that have placed a cloud 
on real estate owenerships for Nebraskans 
across the state. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
testified in support of this bill.

TRANSPORTATION 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
LB 208 – Expands Broadband in 
Nebraska 
Fremont Sen. Lynne Walz introduced 
this bill that would exempt public-private 
partnerships from lease price and profit 
distribution regulations set by the Public 
Service Commission regarding dark fiber 

leases in order to increase access to and 
implementation of broadband throughout 
the State through the encouragement of 
public-private partnerships. The bill also 
provides definitions for a private partner, 
public-private partnership, and internet 
service provider. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
testified in support of this bill.

LB 549 – Expands Broadband in 
Nebraska 
Sen. Tom Brandt of Beatrice introduced 
LB 549, which would provide for creation 
and maintenance of a statewide geographic 
information system map under the 
Nebraska Telecommunications Regulation 
Act. The map will track connection speed 
and type of technology for each serviceable 
street address or land parcel in which 
the telecommunications company offers 
advanced telecommunications capability 
service as defined in the bill. Nebraska Farm 
Bureau testified in support of this bill.

LB 617 – Related to Broadband in 
Nebraska 
Sen. Mike Hilgers of Lincoln introduced LB 
617 that addresses the appropriate level 
of telephone regulation for basic voice 
services provided by wired telephone 
companies.  Nebraska Farm Bureau testified 
in opposition to this bill.

Nebraska Farm Bureau works on multiple fronts to help Nebraska’s farmers and ranchers overcome challenges in agriculture. While Nebraska Farm Bureau continues to be very involved 
in property tax discussions at the state capitol, this legislative review highlights some of the other bills Farm Bureau is following. If you have any questions on any legislation, please contact 
Bruce Rieker at brucer@nefb.org or Ansley Mick at ansleym@nefb.org. 

For too long the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) had been making 
regulatory determinations based primarily 
on guidance and policy that was not put 
through the required public process – an 
error Farm Bureau says permeates the 
wetland identification and appeals process. 
“Because conservation compliance programs 
operate as regulatory programs, they should 
operate with all the duties and rights that a 
regulatory program entail. Equally important, 
all guidance, policy, and interim rules must 
match up with federal law,” Farm Bureau 
wrote in comments submitted to the USDA.

Among the issues raised by Nebraska 
Farm Bureau in comments were:
1. USDA’s need to fix its repeated application 

of an incorrect standard for determining 
the applicability of conservation compliance 
programs, specifically efforts counter to 
federal law stating that compliance is exempt 
for wetland conversions “commencing” 
before Dec. 23, 1985. USDA’s practice 
has been to say only wetland conversions 
having “occurred” (finalized) before Dec. 
23, 1985 qualify for the exemption. 

2. USDA must follow congressional 
direction that once a parcel has been 
determined to be a converted wetland, it 
cannot lose that designation.

3. USDA must provide clear definitions of new 
and important terms in the regulations. The 
agency’s proposal amends the definition of 
“farmed wetland” and “prior-converted 
cropland” in a way inconsistent with 
federal law giving the agency broad ranging 
determination authorities. 

4. USDA’s newly added discretion in 
determining that a decades-old map 
is no longer sufficient information to 
uphold a certified wetland determination.  
“Wetland determinations certified prior 
to USDA’s adoption of new mapping 
techniques should be exempt from being 
determined as invalid due to changes that 
only new imaging technology can detect,” 
Farm Bureau commented.

“USDA has an opportunity to both clarify 
the Interim Rule and promulgate new rules 
that could provide much needed transparency 
and certainty for the farmers regulated by the 
conservation compliance program. USDA 
should take a hard look at the discretion it 
has granted to itself, determine if it is in-line 
with federal law, and adopt new rules that 
are consistent with c ongressional intent and 
that provide clear, reasonable requirements 
for farmers and ranchers,” Farm Bureau 
concluded in comments.

The Knox County Farm Bureau hosted a town hall meeting with Sen. Tim Gragert of 
District 40 on Feb. 15. Sen. Gragert shared details about his signature healthy soil bills and 
reminded the constituents in attendance that his bill was not an avenue for mandating any 
regulatory actions. Sen. Gragert was also able to answer questions ranging from property 
tax relief, wind energy, eminent domain and powerlines, and pipeline concerns. 
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Farmer and rancher delegates to the 
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 100th 
Annual Convention adopted policies to 
guide the organization’s work during its 
centennial year on key topics such as farm 
bill implementation, cell-cultured food 
products, trade, rural broadband access and 
rural mental health programs.

“As our organization has done for the 
last 100 years, grassroots delegates from 
across the nation came together to express a 
unified voice on issues vital to the success of 
our farms, ranches and rural communities,” 
American Farm Bureau Federation President 
Zippy Duvall said. “It was fitting to have 
President Trump and numerous members of 
Congress among our attendees as we kicked 
off our centennial celebration. We continue 
to face a challenging farm economy and we 
stand ready to work with Congress and the 
Trump administration to address the issues 
important to our farm and ranch families.”

Government Shutdown
Delegates urged the administration and 

Congress to work together to end the 
government shutdown as soon as possible. 
The current shutdown means farmers and 
ranchers are being delayed in securing 
loans and crop insurance as well as disaster 

and trade assistance. The impasse has 
also delayed implementation of important 
provisions of the farm bill.

Trade
Delegates voted to favor negotiations to 

resolve trade disputes, rather than the use 
of tariffs or withdrawal from agreements. 
They also voted to support the United 
States’ entry into the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership.

Cell-based Food
Delegates adopted a comprehensive policy 

to support innovation in cell-based food 
products while ensuring a level playing field 
for traditional protein. Delegates affirmed 
that the Agriculture Department is best 
equipped to be the primary regulator of new 
cell-based products as it encouraged USDA 
to utilize the Food and Drug Administration’s 
expertise in food safety. The policy also calls 
for complete and accurate product labels to 
ensure that consumers have all the pertinent 
information they need.

Rural Broadband
Delegates supported improved broadband 

coverage maps through better data and 

third-party provider verification. AFBF will 
work with the Federal Communications 
Commission to address map inaccuracies.

Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Delegates supported increased funding 

for programs and facilities for the treatment 
of substance abuse and mental health 

issues. Delegates also voted to support 
funding for the Farm and Ranch Assistance 
Network, which was included in the 2018 
farm bill. AFBF will urge appropriations 
committees to fund this program, which is 
critical to address the mental health issues 
faced by many farmers, ranchers and other 
rural Americans.

Nebraska delegates study the policies being put before them at the AFBF 100th 
Annual Convention on Jan. 15 in New Orleans. Pictured left, NEFB President 
Steve Nelson, First Vice President Mark McHargue, Southwest Region Board 
Member Dustin Ladenburger, and At-Large Board Member Dave Nielsen

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU RECOGNIZED FOR 
OUTSTANDING MEMBER PROGRAMS AND ACHIEVEMENT

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation presented awards to state 
Farm Bureaus at the organization’s 
100th Annual Convention and 
Nebraska Farm Bureau received 
deserved recognition. The 
awards recognized excellence in 
implementation of outstanding 
member programs and membership 
achievement in 2018.

The Pinnacle Award, the highest 
honor a state can be awarded 
for program and membership 
achievement, was given to Iowa, 
Massachusetts, Montana, North 
Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin.

New Horizon Awards, honoring 
states with the most innovative new 
programs, were presented to Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, New York and Wisconsin.

Nebraska Farm Bureau received 
the Awards of Excellence, awarded to 
state Farm Bureaus that demonstrate 
outstanding achievements in four 
program areas: Advocacy; Engagement 
and Outreach; Leadership and Business 
Development; and Membership 
Value. Nebraska Farm Bureau was 
recognized for Advocacy; Engagement 
and Outreach; Membership Value.

Nebraska Farm Bureau President 
Steve Nelson carries the state flag 
of Nebraska across the stage at the 
opening ceremonies at the AFBF Annual 
Convention in New Orleans. 

Lancaster County and Douglas County Farm Bureau members enjoyed the 
Nebraska group event at the legendary Pat O’Brien’s on the River. Pictured 
left, Dave and Vicki Nieslen of Lancaster County and Lois and Richard Musel of 
Douglas County.

President Trump addressed 
attendees of the AFBF 
Convention for the second 
year in a row.

Melissa Wheeler of Lincoln (left) and Rhonda 
Baseggio of Alliance were the two Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Financial Services agents who won trips to 
the AFBF Annual Convention by having the most 
paid memberships in 2017. Also pictured is Rhonda's 
husband Ted Baseggio of Alliance.

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS
EPA Proposal Promises Clean Water

The Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) new draft of the Clean Water Rule is 
a major step toward fair and understandable 
water regulation on America’s farms and 
ranches and other working lands. The previous 
rule would have treated much of the landscape 
as though it were water itself. That wasn’t just 
confusing, but also illegal, which is why so many 
federal courts blocked its implementation. 
American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duval 
was encouraged by the new rule. “We haven’t 
yet examined every word of the new rule 
released Feb. 13, but even a quick look shows 
many of the previous rule’s worst problems 
are on their way out. We will examine this 
rule in further detail in the coming days and 
look forward to a thorough discussion over 
the next few months.” EPA will be holding a 
Listen Session on the Clean Water Rule Feb 
27-28 in Kansas City and Nebraska Farm 
Bureau president Steve Nelson will testify 
representing the Commonsense Nebraska 
Coalition created in 2015 to fight invasive 

provisions in then “Waters of the United 
States.” Farmers and ranchers care about 
clean water and work hard to protect our 
natural resources. As farmers and ranchers 
continue to reduce the environmental 
footprint of farming and ranching, they need a 
new common-sense water rule that protects 
water quality and gives them clear rules they 
can follow. You can help secure clean water 
and clear rules by supporting the new Clean 
Water rule during the public comment period 
on the proposal. Go to https://p2a.co/XyghUTR  
to show your support. The comment period 
will close April 15.

The Green New Deal
February 7 marked the day that U.S. Senator 
Ed Markey of Massachusetts and U.S. 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of 
New York introduced a resolution to create a 
“Green New Deal” with the goal of achieving 
"net zero greenhouse gas emissions.” The 
resolution is meant to kickstart broad 
discussions on how the U.S. will both mitigate 

and adapt to climate change. The resolution is 
nonbinding, which means it would create no 
new programs if it did pass Congress, but it is 
framework for discussion, especially in the race 
for the Democratic presidential nomination. 
Concerns arose over a draft Frequently Asked 
Questions document, which Ocasio-Cortez’s 
office released calling for the elimination of 
quote “farting cows.” Nebraska Farm Bureau 
President Steve released a statement sharing 
Farm Bureau’s concerned about the proposal.  
“The announced ‘Green New Deal’ is totally 
unrealistic. It is clear its authors and supporters 
have spent no time in rural areas or even 
have a basic understanding of how food is 
produced. The proposal is a blatant and 
unscientific attack on livestock production as 
well as an assault on Nebraska’s agricultural 
economy due to our sensitivity to even slight 
energy price increases. When the House of 
Representatives attacked agriculture in 2009 
with ‘Cap and Trade’, Nebraska’s farmers 
and ranchers fought back. We intend to do 
the same thing again.”  Just what exactly is 

included in the proposal is a big question. 
Many of these proposals are often lacking in 
specifics, which makes it very hard to take 
them seriously.

Ag Group Ad Highlights USMCA Trade 
Benefits for Governors

The American Farm Bureau Federation 
teamed up with other agricultural producer 
organizations to sponsor an ad in the Beltway 
publication, The Washington Examiner, 
to communicate the importance that the 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
on trade holds for farmers and ranchers with 
a focus on benefits at the state level. The ad 
communicates agricultural trade’s importance 
on the eve of the National Governors 
Association meeting in Washington, Feb. 22-
25.  Also joining AFBF in the advertising effort 
were the American Soybean Association, 
the National Milk Producers Federation, the 
National Pork Producers Council, and the 
National Corn Growers Association.
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Finalists Named in Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Young Farmers and Ranchers Discussion Meet

Sean Krebs of Clearwater, Cadrien 
Livingston of Orchard, Brady Revels of 
Omaha, and David Schuler of Bridgeport 
advanced to the final round of the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau (NEFB) Young Farmers and 
Ranchers (YF&R) Discussion Meet to be 
held at the next NEFB Annual Convention, 
Dec. 8-10, 2019.

Seth Mangels of Hoskins was named first 
alternate and Amy Musgrave of Ong is the 
second alternate.

Rather than debating, contestants 
work to develop a solution to a problem 
being discussed, building on each other’s 
contributions. Competitors in the annual 
contest must be prepared to speak on any 
number of agriculture-related topics; the 
selected question is announced a short 
time prior to the contest round. Finalists 
received the top scores of contestants after 
competing in three rounds of the discussion 
meet at the YF&R Conference, Feb. 8-9.

Krebs is from Antelope County and a 
student at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, majoring in Agriculture Engineering. 
He grows popcorn, field corn, and soybeans 
on his family farm, as well as raising cow/
calf pairs.

Livingston is a Knox County Farm 
Bureau member and serves on the 
YF&R Committee. She is a student at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln majoring 

in Agriculture Communication and will 
graduate in December 2019. Livingston 
raises Registered Gelbvieh Angus cattle 
with her mother on their family farm. She 
is also an advocate for safety in agriculture.

Revels is a Douglas County Farm Bureau 
board member and serves on the YF&R 
Committee. He grew up on a family farm in 
Florida but relocated to Nebraska when his 
job as a sales representative for an animal 
health company moved him to Omaha. 
He helps coach several area FFA judging 
teams and volunteers with the Nebraska 
State Dairy Contest. His wife, Katie, is a 
chiropractor.

Schuler is a Morrill County Farm Bureau 
member and is a graduate of the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in 
Animal Science. He raises Red Angus seed 
stock with his family on their ranch. Schuler 
also served as an FFA State Officer.

Mangels is a Wayne County Farm Bureau 
member and a graduate of the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in Business. 
He farms with his parents on their family 
farm raising cow/calf pairs and row crops. 
Mangles also works for Elkhorn Valley Bank 
in Norfolk.

Musgrave is a Clay County Farm Bureau 
member and serves as the county board 
president. She works as a statistician 
for the United States Department of 

Agriculture and raises Simmental/Angus 
cattle, club lambs, and Boer goats along 
with her husband, Ryan, and their 11-year-
old son, Dax. Ryan and Amy were also the 
recipients of the 2018 YF&R Excellence in 
Agriculture award.

Finalists received a $50 prize and a 
chance to compete for $500 and an all-

expenses paid trip to compete in the 
American Farm Bureau Discussion Meet 
in Austin, Texas. in January 2020. Farm 
Bureau members between the ages of 
18 and 35 are eligible to compete in the 
Young Farmers and Ranchers Discussion 
Meet. For more information, visit  
www.nefb.org/yfr.

Nebraska Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers Discussion Meet finalists 
and alternates L-R: Cadrien Livingston, Knox County; Brady Revels, Douglas 
County; Amy Musgrave, Clay County; David Schuler, Morrill County; Sean Krebs, 
Antelope County; Seth Mangels, Wayne County.

Attendees to the YF&R Conference had the opportunity to tour several 
agricultural and manufacturing companies in the Columbus area. A group photo 
was taken outside of Behlen Manufacturing Company.

Clint Hostler of Hall County riding a 
stick horse while volunteering to be 
hypnotized during the entertainment 
of the YF&R Conference Feb. 9.

Several Columbus area companies opened their doors to attendees of the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers Conference. Karah Perdue of York County gets an up-
close look at a welding robot used at Dou Lift.

Attendees to the Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Conference enjoyed a 
hypnotist show as part of their banquet 
on Feb. 9. Above, volunteers go under 
hypnosis pretend to swim in the ocean.

Schuyler Tomes 
of Seward County 
(left) and Clint 
Hostler of Hall 
County earned 
one of the top 
spots of the first 
Young Farmers 
and Ranchers 
Corn Hole 
Tournament at 
the conference in 
Columbus.

Attendees had the chance to unwind and mingle with fellow young farmers and 
ranchers from across the state. Pictured left, Tiffany Lechtenberg of Boyd County 
chats with Megan and Robert Stuart of Dawson County.

Keynote speaker at the YF&R Conference was Matt Lohr, and he shared his 
experience of serving agriculture throughout not only his career, but also his life. 
He hopes his story will encourage others to leave a lasting legacy.
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
welcomed two new members to its board 

of directors on December 5.
David Briggs of Alliance, NE is Chief 

Executive Officer of Western Cooperative 
Company (WESTCO). David received a 
bachelor’s degree from Midland Lutheran 
College and worked for Kiewit in Omaha 
before joining WESTCO in 1990. 

With 16 branch locations in Nebraska 
and Wyoming and a full array of agricultural 
service divisions, WESTCO employs 250 
people and has annual sales of $130 million.

David was raised on a ranch 20 miles south 
of Torrington, WY. His family had a diversified 
operation with cows, a feedlot, dryland wheat, 

and gravity irrigated cropland. He and his wife, 
Gina, relocated to western Nebraska so their 
children could have the experience of growing 
up around his family farm and ranch. David 
and Gina have two children that live in Fort 
Collins, CO with their spouses.

Brent Pohlman is the Chief Executive 
Officer of Midwest Laboratories. Brent’s 
professional background includes five years 
of teaching at the high school and college 
levels. In addition, he worked on several 
system implementation projects at Mutual 
of Omaha, Arthur Andersen, and HDR. In 
2005, Brent rejoined Midwest Laboratories 

as the Marketing Director. Brent assumed 
ownership of the company in 2015, 
succeeding his father, Ken Pohlman. 

Midwest Laboratories employs 167 people 
on a 12-building campus, providing testing 
services in the industries of agriculture, animal 
feed, environment, food and beverage, 
fuel, and pet food. The company recently 
partnered with Costco to provide lab testing 
for Costco’s new facility in Fremont, NE.

Brent attributes his success to his parents, 
Ken and Bev Pohlman, and is thankful for the 
support of his wife Michele and their five 
children. 

www.nefbfoundation.org

To help county Farm Bureaus celebrate 
National Agriculture Week, March 10-16, 
staff from the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation and Nebraska Farm Bureau, 
have compiled a resource kit for counties 
to make Ag Week planning, promotion, 
and celebration easy.

The kit includes a list of ideas counties 
can use to celebrate Ag Week in their 
communities.

Download:
• Bookmarks with agriculture facts for 

local schools or libraries 
• Placemats for use at local restaurants
• Coloring pages for coloring contests
• Suggested activities
• Social media posts. and
• A customized newspaper ad

Access the resource kit online at:  
www.nefbfoundation.org/agweek.

AG WEEK MATERIALS

First Name:

Grade:

School Name:

www.neeb
foundation.org

David BriggsBrent Pohlman

NEFB Foundation Welcomes Two New Board Members

Teachers Recognized for Bringing Agriculture Into the Classroom
The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 

has selected two teachers for 2019 Nebraska 
Agriculture in the Classroom Teacher of the 
Year honors. The Teacher of the Year is 
awarded to two outstanding teachers that 
incorporate agriculture into their classroom 
through innovative ideas and lessons.

Carolyn Dolezal, a fourth-grade teacher 
at St. Peter’s Catholic School in Lincoln, and 
Abby Spaulding, a second-grade teacher at 
Fredstrom Elementary School in Lincoln, 
were honored during surprise ceremonies 
at their schools on Jan. 8. 

“Both Carolyn and Abby demonstrate how 
teachers can enhance core-subject learning 
by featuring agriculture and the many ways 
it impacts our lives here in Nebraska. They 
are engaging the next generation in critical 
thinking about where their food, fiber, and 
fuel comes from, and we are happy to honor 
their important work,” said Megahn Schafer, 
executive director of the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation.

Dolezal has been part of the Ag Pen Pal 
Program for 15 years. Her classroom’s pen pals 
are Neal and Carol Pavlish in Saline County. 
Her fourth-grade students eagerly read the 
letters about their pen pals’ crops, facts about 
the animals, and the perseverance of being 
on a farm. Each spring, Dolezal’s class takes a 
field trip to Pavlish’s farm in Crete where the 
Pavlish family shares the joys and day-to-day 
work at the farm. This includes gathering eggs 
from their chickens, the process of planting 
corn using a planter and tractor, and getting 
up close with the cows. 

“A favorite activity is feeding the Black 
Angus steers hay through the fence,” said 
Dolezal. “At the farm is where they begin to 
understand the fact that these steers provide 
meat at their homes or in restaurants.”

Dolezal grew up on a farm in Pawnee 
County. She often relates agriculture back 
to what the kids are learning in school. She 
processed honey for her family table, so she 

shares the importance of bees as pollinators 
to her students. Her family also milked cows 
and sold cream, so when her students make 
butter out of cream she can help them 
understand where butter comes from.

This year is Spaulding’s third year 
participating in the Ag Pen Pal Program. 
Her class also attends the Foundation’s 
popular Virtual Field Trips. These field 
trips use technology to allow farmers and 
ranchers to open their barn doors to show 
students what happens on their farms and 
ranches. The farmer or rancher uses a 
tablet to connect with classrooms to be a 
part of a live video-chat allowing students to 
ask questions. Spaulding’s class attended a 
virtual field trip to a pig farm where they got 
to see baby pigs and learn about the care 
they receive and how they grow.

“It’s amazing how technology can connect 
students to a far-away place and make 
them feel like they are there from our very 
own classroom!” Spaulding said. “Many of 
my students do not have experience with 
agriculture or rural life on the farm or ranch, 
so this has given them the chance to see 
what farm life is like.”

Spaulding’s grandfather was a farmer in 
Minden for most of his life, so she knows 
firsthand what it takes to work the land, 
grow the crops, and put so much of yourself 
into this career. Spaulding feels an obligation 
to pass the important lessons her grandpa 
gave her to her students. 

“Farming is the cornerstone for our 
economy in Nebraska, and we need to teach 
our students these lessons,” Spaulding said. 
“Being a native Nebraskan has given me 
the opportunity to share those values and 
experiences that are so deeply rooted in living 
in the Midwest!”

Each teacher will receive an expense-paid trip 
to the National Agriculture in the Classroom 
Conference, an accurate agriculture book 
bundle featuring 12 books and corresponding 

literature guides, and a $250 cash prize. The 
conference, held June 18-21 in Little Rock, AR, 
brings educators together from all over the 
United States to learn how to use agricultural 
concepts to effectively teach core subjects such 

as reading, math, science, and social studies. The 
conference features recognition for Teacher of 
the Year honorees, educational workshops, 
traveling workshops to agribusinesses and 
research facilities, and farm tours. 

Abby Spaulding was surprised during an all staff meeting at Fredstrom Elementary 
School in Lincoln. Pictured left is Courtney Schaardt, director of outreach 
education, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation; Abby Spaulding; and Megahn 
Schafer, executive director, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation.

Carolyn Dolezal, a teacher at St. Peter’s Catholic School in Lincoln was surprised 
that she had received the Teacher of the Year award. Pictured back left: Megahn 
Schafer, executive director, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation; Herschel Staats 
and Gary Hellerich, Lancaster County Farm Bureau board members; Neal and 
Carol Pavlish, Dolezal’s Ag Pen Pals and Saline County Farm Bureau members; 
and Jim Stewart, Lancaster County Farm Bureau president. Front left: Courtney 
Schaardt, director of outreach education, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation; 
Carolyn Dolezal; Sister Mary Michael, principal, St. Peter’s Catholic School; 
Andrea Pavlish, Ag Pen Pal; and Pat McGill, Lancaster County Farm Bureau.

SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED!

Collegiate Farm Bureau Scholarship - Due March 31

Hall County Farm Bureau Scholarship - Due March 31

Kenneth E. Schwartz Memorial Farm Bureau Fund - Due March 31

Nebraska Rural Radio Foundation Scholarship in Honor of Max & Eric Brown

Due March 31

Student Project Grants - Due April 15

Nebraska Agricultural Education Student Teaching Scholarship - Due April 24

Nebraska Agricultural Education Teacher Retention Award - Due July 1

There are many county Farm Bureau scholarships available now!

If your county Farm Bureau has a scholarship that they would like posted on our 
website, please contact the Foundation at foundationforag@nefb.org or (402) 421-4747.
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CE
RTIFIED

Q U A LI T Y

ISO
9001

LIKE NO OTHER.
RELIABLE IRRIGATION PERFORMANCE…

RECOVER YOUR LOST PRODUCTION WITH T-L.
Eliminate the “spoking” effect caused by the 
start-stop operation of electrically-powered pivot 
irrigation systems and get the benefits of even 
water distribution only hydraulically driven T-L 
systems can provide.

T-L IRRIGATION SYSTEMS ARE EASIER ON YOU.
Experience maximum uptime and eliminate 
the hassles of electric drive machines with 
the simplicity and reliability of T-L’s exclusive 
hydraulic design. Safety, high maintenance 
costs, and unexpected downtime will no longer 
be major concerns.

Electric
Center Pivot

T-L Center 
Pivot

STOP COPPER THEFT.
Copper wire is being stolen from electrically 
powered pivot systems at an alarming rate, 
sometimes on multiple occasions. T-L’s 
hydrostatically powered pivot systems can be 
designed with no wire to steal, eliminating the 
problem entirely.

Contact T-L, your T-L dealer, or visit www.tlirr.com to learn more.

T-L ... LIKE NO OTHER.  
www.tlirr.com

GRAND ISLAND
R&K IRRIGATION

308-398-0347
www.rkirrigation.net

KEARNEY
MID-STATES IRRIGATION & 
REPAIR OF KEARNEY, INC.

308-236-5496
Loup City Location- 308-745-0477

PALMER
R&K IRRIGATION

308-894-9026
www.rkirrigation.net

Farm Credit Services of America Announces 
Gift to Grow Agricultural Literacy Programs

A greater number 
of Nebraska 
students and 
consumers will learn 
about Nebraska 
agriculture thanks 
to a $14,000 gift to 
the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation 
from Farm Credit 
Services of America 
( F C S A m e r i c a ) . 

The donation will directly support Nebraska 
Agriculture in the Classroom programming.

FCSAmerica’s community involvement 
program provides funding and resources 
to a variety of organizations that support 
agricultural causes. 

“This year, we had a goal to invest more in 
the Agriculture in the Classroom programs in 
the states we serve. We know about the great 

work being done in Nebraska, and we were 
excited to provide the additional support to 
help ensure it continues,” said Teresa Mardesen, 
community relations manager at FCSAmerica. 

The company directed the gift to several 
projects within the Foundation’s Agriculture in 
the Classroom program, including workshops 
for educators; AgMag, a print publication 
for elementary students; and Connecting 
Chapters, a new training and service program 
for FFA students. 

“We are grateful to FCSAmerica for its 
commitment to the Foundation’s mission to 
promote the vital importance of agriculture 
in the lives of all Nebraskans,” said Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Foundation Executive Director 
Megahn Schafer. “FCSAmerica has been 
a longtime valued partner, and this recent 
donation will make a difference for farmers, 
ranchers, students, and consumers throughout 
the state.” 

Teresa Mardesen

Promotion & Education Committee at 
the Kearney Area Children's Museum

Opening the Barn Doors 
Through Technology

 www.nefbfoundation.org/newsletter

Farm Bureau Financial Services (FBFS) Annual Awards Banquet was held Feb. 8 in Lincoln. 
Nebraska Farm Bureau awarded FBFS agents for obtaining the most Farm Bureau memberships 
in their district. Here are the winners from left: Luper Akough, and Toyi (Jack) Beguedou tied 
for most memberships; Brandon Doke; Armando Vargas; David Duff, Don Snyder and Dustin 
Weiss. Not pictured was Chad Christensen. Luper Akough, Armando Vargas and David Duff 
will be joining Nebraska Farm Bureau Board members at the American Farm Bureau Annual 
Convention held in Jan. of 2020 in Austin, Texas. Photo Credit: Sarah Ostmeyer Photography.

Lancaster County awarded eight scholarship to College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural 
Resources (Casnr) students at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Feb. 21. Here is the list of 
students selected from left: Ashley Neujahr – Senior; Sarah Schuelke – Senior; Sam Gifford 
– Senior; Kate Erdcamp – Junior; Taylor Nielsen – Sophomore; Alec Weisser – Sophomore; 
Miranda Hornung – Freshman; and not pictured is Madison Whitney – Freshman. This year, 
Lancaster County Farm Bureau has awarded 16 college students with $1,000 scholarships 
each, to students who are working toward a degree to support the agriculture community.

Lancaster County Awards CASNR Scholarships

Knee high by the 4th of July! Lisa Lunz, chair of the NEFB Promotion and Education  
(P&E) Committee talks to a visitor at the agriculture themed family fun night at the 
Kearney Area Children’s Museum. NEFB Foundation sponsored the event and State 
P&E committee members hosted fun activities at the museum Feb. 21.

The NEFB Promotion and Education Committee gathered in Kearney, along 
with new committee members appointed in December, to discuss future plans 
for committee activities. Picture from left is Lisa Lunz, chair Dixon; Natasha 
Schumacher, Box Butte; Andra Smith, Blaine; Hilary Maricle, P&E Presentative on 
the NEFB Board, Boone; Brooke Engelman, Jefferson; Julie Wilke, Platte; Sarah 
Bomark, Lincoln; Dawn Kucera, Madison. (Not pictured Paula Peterson, Lancaster.)
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And even if you could, you’d want 
to be prepared for what’s coming. 
That’s what we’re here for – to 
help protect the future you can 
and can’t see.

Let’s sit down, face-to-face and 
talk about your future as you 
imagine it. You talk and we’ll 
listen – one-on-one, the way we’ve 
done it for more than 75 years.

No one
can see into
the future.

AFAN NAMES NEW 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

"Alexa, Play KRVN" Listen Live
-

On Demand

Download our Apps!

93.1 The River KRVN

Live Streaming Audio  •  Play Contests  •  Open Mic  •  Alarm Clock  •  News   •  Weather
  Agriculture Info   •  Exclusive Podcasts   •  and More!

Steve Martin has been named executive 
director of Lincoln-based AFAN (The 
Alliance for the Future of Agriculture 
in Nebraska), effective January 15. The 
announcement was made by AFAN Board 
of Directors President Lori Luebbe. 

Martin, from Firth, Nebraska, comes to 
AFAN from the Nebraska Department 
of Agriculture, where he was agriculture 
promotion coordinator.

AFAN works with livestock producers and 
communities to promote the development 
and expansion of the agriculture industry in 
Nebraska. Martin’s experience fits AFAN’s 
mission ideally, according to Luebbe.

”We are excited to have Steve on 
board,”Luebbe said. “He has extensive 
experience in the specific area of livestock 
development to which AFAN is committed. 
Because of his previous experience with the 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture, he 
already is familiar with AFAN’s mission and 
projects.” 

Martin’s responsibilities at the Department 
of Agriculture included recruiting dairy, 
poultry and swine operations to build and 
grow in Nebraska, promoting and growing 
the Livestock Friendly County program, and 
advocating for livestock producers across 
the state.

“Throughout his career, Martin has built 
strong relationships with businesses and 
state agencies that work to grow agriculture 
in the state,” Luebbe said. “He has worked 
with all commodity groups, state senators 
and others involved in building the state’s 
agriculture economy. He is an excellent fit 
as our new executive director.”

Blair’s
Disc Sharpeningi

We Guarantee Satisfaction

-Ross & Nathan Blair-
309-264-8910 • 218-779-3153

Disc Rolling & Sharpening 
Also doing IH Turbo Tills

No dismantling • Service on your farm 

Over 40 years experience
Serving 9 states
701-549-3663
Walhalla, ND

Email: blairbds@utma.com
www.discsharpening.com

Red Willow Chemical
“Quality You Can Trust”

AG CHEMICALS
PRICES BELOW WHOLESALE

(800) 658-4394
for prices and delivery

RED WILLOW Chemical
McCook, NE 69001

www.rwaviation.com
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1-888-927-3272 • wardcraft.com
WARDCRAFT HOMES

#1 Rural Builder in KS & NE

BUILD 
YOUR 

DREAM
HOME
NOW!

SUPERIOR  
QUALITY,  

MORE CHOICES.  

m Like Wardcraft Homes  
On Facebook

WITH

#
ES.  

•2x6 construction 
•Over 800 cabinets  
•Custom build 
•R-23/R-49 blown  
 insulation standard 
•Optional R-32/R-60 

NEW PLANS! Alexandria IV 3 BR, 2 Baths 1,910 sq ft (top & left) & 
Hastings (bottom & right) 3 BR, 2.5 Baths 2,550 sq ft.  

See pics & video tour online! Click link from the home page banner. 

614 Maple Clay Center, KS or 1230 E 9th Minden, NE

With 5,700 homes built since 1971 we have the experience you deserve!

FARMERS AND RANCHERS 
DIGEST INFORMATION ON 

ALTERNATIVE PROTEIN SOURCES

Whether it is called fake meat or clean 
meat, products containing alternative 
sources of protein have been appearing in 
supermarkets and restaurants around the 
country, and are competing with traditionally 
raised animal agriculture products. Farmers 
and ranchers at the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 100th Annual Convention 
engaged with experts on what alternative 
sources of protein are, who backs them 
and how to get the message out about the 
products they produce.

Plant-based “meats” (Impossible Foods, 
Inc. and Beyond Meat) and cell-based meats 
(Memphis Meats and Mosa Meat) are two 
types of products that have been receiving 
national attention over the past few years 
according to Eric Mittenthal, vice president 
of public affairs for the North American 
Meat Institute. Though very different in how 
they are produced, both groups are targeting 
the marketing demographic dominated by 
animal agriculture.

Meat Competition 
“Their audience is not the traditional vegan 

or vegetarian looking for new products,” 
explained Mittenthal. “They want to compete 
in the meat case for meat eaters.”

Plant-based “meats” use a recipe of 
plant ingredients to imitate the properties 
of animal meat, while cell-based meats 
use cells taken from animals that are then 
grown in a lab. Though plant-based “meats” 
are now on store shelves, cell-based meats 
are still unavailable. Mittenthal said that the 
first commercially available cell-based meat 
could be ready as soon as 2019 but is still 
too expensive to be viable as a replacement 
for animal agriculture products.

The companies that are producing these 
products are not the only ones promoting 
them. Hannah Thompson-Weeman, vice 
president of communications for the Animal 
Agriculture Alliance, noted that many of the 
groups pushing for the widespread adoption 
of these products, such as the Good Food 
Institute and The Humane Society of The 
United States, have hostile views on animal 
agriculture.

Goal to End Meat Consumption
“These are well-funded groups opposed 

to animal agriculture,” said Thompson-
Weeman. “From their perspective, there is 
no way we can raise animals for consumption 
that is ethical and responsible. Their end 
goal is ending meat consumption.”

The panelists agreed that the best way to 
combat the negative attacks by these groups 
is to:
• Avoid disparaging consumer choices;
• Correct misinformation, but not engage 

in back-and-forth debates;
• Focus on interested consumers vs. 

extremists; and
• Devote energy to sharing positive 

information about animal agriculture and 
meat.

“Customers want choice and they need 
you to respect that they are entitled to 
choose,” said Leah McGrath, dietitian for 
BuildUp Dietitians. “Getting caught in the 
middle of these ideological battles is not 
helpful; it just creates negativity and suspicion. 
Take the high road and tell your story about 
what makes your products great.”
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Trade 
    matters

...to every 
   Nebraskan.

In Nebraska, we’re really good at agriculture. Nebraska is 
the nation’s #1 producer of commercial red meat and #1 in cattle 
on feed. We’re #2 in ethanol production and #3 in corn production.  

That abundance means we need markets for those products—
and since 95% of the world’s population lives outside the U.S., 
international trade is critical to our state’s economic success. 
Mexico alone buys $287 million of Nebraska corn each year—along 
with $148 million in beef from Nebraska.

Add the fact that 1 in 3 Nebraska jobs is tied to agriculture, and it’s 
pretty clear that trade matters to each and every one of us—big time.

#trademattersNebraskaCorn.gov
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Grain Storage

Catwalk and 
Tower Systems

Material 
Handling Systems

Dryers

Lemanco Bulk 
Storage Systems

Caldwell Grain 
Conditioning

Globally recognized for customer 
service and quality products, our 
team of experienced Dealers and 
Staff will assist you in determining 
the system that will suit your needs.

 @chief.agri              @chief_agri
 

phone (800) 359-7600     agri.chiefind.com

Contact your local Chief Dealer 
to learn more about a 1¢ per 
bushel rebate!

Trusted. Tested. True.

Nebraska owned and operated since 1961.

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

COZAD
Axxent Buildings LLC
Office: 308-784-2575
axxentbuildings.com

LINCOLN / OMAHA
Brager Construction Inc.
Office: 402-421-9222
Cell: 402-214-6790

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

CA1109

Getting the greatest yield from
your fi eld and making life a
whole lot easier is what we
do every day. We’re ready to
tackle your toughest irrigation
problems, and we’ll be there
every step of the way.

Reliable technology,
durable products, smart
connections – it’s irrigation
at its best.

valleyirrigation.com

CA1109

GRANT
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-352-4242
valleyproirrigation.com

IMPERIAL
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-882-5660
12th St. & Hwy 61

NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-532-0950
1020 Rodeo Rd.

Factory Direct Pricing • I-Beam Steel Building
We Can Erect! • All Sizes Available

1-800-369-3882
www.toplinebuildings.com   •   sales@toplinebuildings.com

& Public Varieties

ARROW SEED CO.
Broken Bow, NE  800-622-4727
www.ArrowSeed.com

Certifi ed
SEED

WHEAT

Eiklenborg Combine & 
Tractor Salvage

Combine, Baler &
Tractor Parts

Aplington, Iowa
319-347-5510

www.nefbfoundation.org

Did you know?

Thank you!

Did you know?

Thank you!

Did you know?

Thank you!

Did you know?

Thank you!

www.nefbfoundation.orgwww.nefbfoundation.org www.nefbfoundation.org

Through the Nebraska Agriculture 

in the Classroom Program, Nebraska 

students learn that the agriculture 

industry includes the production, 

processing, distribution, and  

marketing of products used every 

day. These future consumers, 

voters, and community leaders are 

exposed to the critical message 

that agriculture is important to 

their daily lives, as well as to the 

state, nation, and world.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau  

Foundation is committed to  

supporting the next generation  

of farmers, ranchers, and  

agribusiness professionals.  

This is done through scholarships 

that align with our vision of  

developing strong agricultural 

leaders to ensure a bright future 

for agriculture in Nebraska.

Nebraska Agriculture in the 

Classroom provides educator 

workshops and lectures for K-6 

teachers at universities, colleges, 

teacher conferences, professional 

development days, and educational 

service unit trainings.  

Customized workshops provide 

teachers opportunities to obtain 

resources and develop strategies 

for embedding authentic agriculture 

examples into standard-aligned 

curriculum within science, social 

studies, math, and language arts.

The Ag Pen Pal Program engages 

students about where their food, 

fiber, and fuel comes from by  

creating a personal connection 

with  a farmer and/or rancher. 

There are currently 265 Nebraska 

classrooms connected with an  

Ag Pen Pal!

CLASSROOM 
PRESENTATIONS

AG PEN PAL PROGRAMTEACHER ENGAGEMENTSCHOLARSHIPS



16 FEBRUARY-MARCH, 2019  –  Nebraska Farm Bureau News

  



Nebraska Farm Bureau News – FEBRUARY-MARCH, 2019 17

Don’t roll  
the dice with 
car repairs.

With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop, the claims process is simple:
  only one estimate needed
  guaranteed workmanship for as long as you own your vehicle
   expedited service — the shop has authority to order parts and schedule repairs 

immediately
  simplified billing — we pay the repair shop directly

Call one of the Preferred Auto
Repair Shops below or visit
fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
for a complete list in your area.

PC106 (1 1 )

ASHLAND
THE COLLISION CENTER, INC.

402-944-7402
www.tccne.com

BEATRICE
HULS BODY SHOP

402-228-2051
www.hulsbodyshop.com

FAIRBURY
MH PAINT AND BODY

402-729-6331
mhpaintbody@windstream.net

HASTINGS
SEALEY BODY SHOP, INC.

402-461-3244
402-705-7111

HASTINGS
LEVANDER'S BODY SHOP

402-461-3747
www.levanderauto.com

IMPERIAL
HARCHELROAD MOTORS COLLISION AND 

RESTORATION CENTER
308-882-2963

www.HarchelroadMotors.com

KEARNEY
MIDWAY COLLISION CENTER

833-285-9911
www.thinkmidway.com

LEXINGTON
EUSTIS BODY SHOP

308-324-6812
www.eustisbodyshop.com

LINCOLN
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT

402-474-4818
www.midtownbodyandpaint.com

LINCOLN
GLENN'S CARSTAR AUTO BODY

402-475-8441
www.glennscarstar.com

LINCOLN
BAXTER AUTO BODY

402-477-3778
www.baxterauto.com/bodyshop

OMAHA
DAVE'S AUTO BODY CO.

402-572-0200
www.davesautobodyco.com

OMAHA
BAXTER AUTO BODY REPAIR

402-493-3397
www.baxterauto.com/bodyshop

PAPILLION
THORPE'S BODY SHOP, INC.

402-339-4321
www.thorpesbodyshop.com

800-327-0790 
www.sentinelbuildings.com

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

COMMERCIAL  AG  MINISTORAGE  ARENAS  CATTLE/DAIRY STRUCTURES

ROCK       SOLID

STAY

MC COOL JUNCTION
NORQUEST AGRI SYSTEMS INC.

402-724-2163

MINDEN
WEAVER FARM SERVICE

308-832-1051
308-233-4308  cell

Meet your new herd-feeding workhorse. The BPX9010 is ready to bring simplicity, durability and 
versatility to your farm or ranch. Ready to distribute uniform windrows along bunk lines or out in the 
pasture. Ready to spread bedding with consistency and accuracy at ranges up to 50 ft (15.2 m). Ready 
to simplify the process of processing bales. It’s ready. Are you? 
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BUTTE
BUTTE IMPLEMENT CO.

402-775-2464
www.butteimplement.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

LOUP CITY
ELDON KIEBORZ FARM

308-745-0293

SHELTON
OSTERMEYER EQUIPMENT, INC.

308-467-2345
www.ostermeyerequip.com
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Call

www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

Th e soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals….
AND underground pipelines.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies 
who will be aff ected by the excavation. Th e company will respond to 
your call and mark their facilities in your work area. Th is is a FREE 
service.
No one digs more dirt than America’s Farmers and Ranchers.
No matter if you’re deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning or 
moving heavy loads.
Understanding what’s below ground will help you DIG SAFELY

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!

Solar Assisted Irrigation
Nebraska’s First Solar Electric Center Pivot System

25 kW 
Grid-Tie System

- Reduce costs for farmer 
- Free electric after payback
- Low profile to reduce wind load
- Hardened glass is hail resistant
- Non-corrosive
- Low maintenance
- Long-life products
- Generates all year
- 30% tax credit
- Can cash-flow year 1
- Good for Nebraska’s energy outlook

- Hardened glass is hail resistant
- Non-corrosive
- Low maintenance
- Long-life products
- Generates all year
- 30% tax credit
- Can cash-flow year 1
- Good for Nebraska’s energy outlook

www.SolarOmaha.com

517 N. 74th Street  -  Omaha, NE 68114
W: 402-590-5900  -  M: 402-850-7973

mshonka@qwest.net

Our Solar elecr� c   systems are 
engineered, constructed & fi eld 
tested to fi t your specifi c needs. 
Including Center Pivot pumps - Grain 
Dryers, Work Shop and Offi  ces.

**Assistance available for USDA - 
REAP grants & low interest loans**

Benefits of Agricultural Solar:

Solar Heat & Electric can � e into your Farm Opera� on
and reduce opera� ng costs! You can own up to 25 KW per 
meter, that will work year round genera� ng power!

CALL or EMAIL for 
Free Evalua� on

7342 Farnam St. - Omaha, NE 68114
W: 402-590-5900 - M: 402-850-7973

mshonka@qwest.net

Roundup Ready® Sweet Corn

Seed is Available Now!

Growing your own fresh sweet corn has never been easier

with Roundup PowerMAX® and Roundup WeatherMAX®

tolerant hybrids from Rispens Seeds, Inc. In addition, these

hybrids are protected for certain below & above ground

insect pests allowing for cleaner ears with reduced insecticide

applications.

Several types, kernel colors and maturities are now available

in 25,000 kernel bags (approximately 6-10 lbs. depending

on seed size).

DURABILITY 
REDEFINED.

Introducing Vermeer N-series balers – the newest models in the fl agship line from the 
company that started it all. Heavy-duty components provide superior strength and 
durability. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and auto lube system 
further extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the 
industry. Vermeer 604N/605N balers are here to stay.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other 
countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

CROFTON
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-388-4374
www.kaytonint.com

NELIGH
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-887-4118
www.kaytonint.com

VALENTINE
CHERRY COUNTY IMPLEMENT

402-376-3490
www.ftccequipment.com
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LIVESTOCK 
DIRECTORY

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL
800-798-2691

THE COMMON SENSE

WIRE WINDER
Heavy Duty Hydraulic Wirewinder
Also available High Tensile Spool

Common Sense Manufacturing
“Quality that just makes sense”

 Kelly Melius
 Faulkton SD

For a dealer nearest you go to:
commonsensemfg.com

or call
  605-598-4157 Offi ce

Custom Sizes + Economical + Versatile

ADAPTABLE BUILDING CONCEPTS 
FOR ALL YOUR SHELTER NEEDS

Call Us Today! 1-877-257-4311

sales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.comsales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.com

auer Dependable Genetics
Bred Cows For SaleJ

  

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!
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LIVESTOCK
DIRECTORY A Cowman’s Best Friend at Calving Time!

Dan Bartels, NE - “Catches the calves fine - the thing I like best is the cow follows so you 
can get the pair pulled without messing with the whole herd.”
Nathan Cole, NE - “Has made working with the babies much safer for us.  It also gives 
confidence to anyone that has been ruffed up before or has not been around the mother 
cows before.  I wish we would have purchased the Safety Zone Calf Catcher years ago.”
Bruce Rickertsen, NE - “Makes catching, transporting and tagging calves much easier 
and safer.”

Fits ATVs and UTVs!

ONE PERSON can now SAFELY and EASILY process 
calves without concern of the protective mother cow!calves without concern of the prpp otective mother cow!

Watch action video at
SafetyZoneCalfCatchers.com
For local dealers or to order, call 877-505-0914!

DEALER INQUIRY INVITED

Safe Release!

Now 
available 

with
digital 
scale!

Moving Pairs is Easy!

PROVIDING RELIABLE 
FEEDING EQUIPMENT 
SOLUTIONS SINCE 1963

Find listings of new and used 
equipment at BillsVolume.com.

Largest Roto-Mix Dealer in the U.S.

Central City, NE • 800-658-4375
Lexington, NE • 877-768-6649

Pierce, CO • 888-978-0019

VARILEK CT ANGUS
Annual Bull Sale    

Friday, March 29th, 2019 
Platte Livestock, Platte SD  1:00 

Varilek CT Angus
� 1st Breeding

Season Guarantee
� Volume Discounts
� Free Delivery up

to 250 miles

Sitz Top Game 561X 

 Mytty Source 
Sire Groups Represented 

SAV Resource 1441 
Sitz Top Game 561X 

S Summit 3525 
VDAR Hero 1863 

Basin Payweight 107S 
VDAR Really Windy 4097 

Mytty Source 
S Open Country 4153 
Coleman Charlo 0256

Visit our website for sale information & pictures 

www.varilekctangus.com
65 Two Year Old Bulls 

Why Use a Tw Year Old?
•More Females Covered •Less Hassle

• Less Breakdowns

For more information or to request a catalog contact:

Duke Starr 605-680-3780
Tom Varilek  605-680-1909

Super BULL Monday!! 

APRIL 1,  2019

45TH ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

WINDMILL ANGUS RANCH

220 head sell!
60 Reg. two-year-old bulls
40 Reg. yearling bulls
20 Reg. open heifers
100 Open commercial heifers

Raising big, stout 
two-year-old bulls 
for over 60 years!!

Barn #21 
#brandthebarn

July 3, 2018

Ad Design by Chrisman Cattle Services

Basin Payweight 1682TC Forthright 9284

AI Sires: S A V Brilliance, 
Payweight 1682, Fate, 

Consensus, Tour of Duty,  
Ten X, Advance, Absolute

Also: Forthright 9284, 
Forthright 139, Final Product, 

BM Lights Out,  
ONeills Renovation,  
SF Bountiful C145,  

ONeills Bismarck 801

KUBOTA M5 SERIES
A UTILITY TRACTOR BUILT AROUND YOU.

Maximum versatility, dependability and strength are packed into one of the most comfortable utility tractors on the market.
Take on more with an extra-wide cab, three transmission options and a long list of deluxe features to choose from.

Visit us to find out why the M5 is the right tractor for you.

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2018

Maximum versatility, dependability and strength are packed into one of the most comfortable 
utility tractors on the market. Take on more with an extra-wide cab, three transmission 

options and a long list of deluxe features to choose from.

Visit us to fi nd out why the M5 is the right tractor for you.

KubotaUSA.com
Optional equipment may be shown.

BASSETT
SANDHILL EQUIPMENT INC.

402-684-2331
www.sandhilleq.com

BEATRICE
ROEHR'S MACHINERY INC.

402-228-3319
www.roehrsmachinery.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

GRAND ISLAND
GRAND KUBOTA

308-382-0166

LINCOLN
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT

402-464-6381
www.hamiltonequipmentco.com

NORFOLK
DINKEL IMPLEMENT

800-627-9916
info@dinkels.net

OMAHA
KUBOTA OF OMAHA

402-895-6661
www.kubotaofomaha.com

OSCEOLA
OSCEOLA IMPL. & SUPPLY INC.

402-747-2371
www.osceolaimplement.com

SEWARD
NEBRASKA EQUIPMENT INC.

402-643-6641
www.nebraskaequip.com
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A 5-gal. bucket, peanut butter, and an old 
blanket or burlap sacks are all you’ll need to use 
this new, “Teeter Totter” mouse trap.  It offers 
the flexibility of being both a kill or no kill trap. 

The patent pending trap is made of FDA 
approved food grade high impact polystyrene 
(HIPS) plastic. The key to this clever trap is the 
13-in long, 1 3/8-in. wide pivoting beam. The 
trap attaches to the bucket using a slot in the 
base that you push down onto the bucket 
lip. Two smaller slots on either side hold small 
angled braces which lock into place to hold the 
base together. To bait the trap, place a small 
amount of peanut butter onto the end of the 
beam marked bait. Once the trap is in place, 
the bait will be suspended over the center of 
the bucket.  

 The trap can be located anywhere mice are a 
problem. Place the blanket or burlap bags next to the 
bucket and close to the end of the beam. This will 
allow mice to easily crawl up onto the beam to get 
the bait. As they walk past the pivot point, the beam 

pivots down and the mouse drops into the bucket. 
The beam automatically “resets” for the next mouse. 

 The Teeter Totter trap comes with 5 pieces 
that snap together. “It’s easy to assemble. You 
don’t need any fasteners or glue,” says Co-
inventor Tracy Matzen. “Our vision is to help 
the agricultural market – anywhere mice are 
costing companies money. Everyone from small 
farmers to big poultry farms, grain elevators, 
and industrial food companies.”. 

 “We know this trap works. We placed our 
final prototype in a massive poultry barn in S.W. 
Missouri and caught more than 390 mice over 
one weekend. We set the trap on a Friday 
night and on our first trip back to check the 
trap and video camera, the bucket was so full 
of mice they were crawling over each other to 
escape. It looked like something from a horror 
movie. That’s when we realized we might be 
on to something.” 

For more information visit www.tttrap.com, 
email info@tttrap.com or call 800-333-9110.

“Teeter Totter” Mouse Trap

Your cost only $9.95 
+ $5.95 S/H, total $15.90 

Buy 6 for $55.50 
+ $12.50 S/H, total $68.00

To order call 800-333-9110
Bulk discounts available.

Mice Beware!®

Visit us at www.tttrap.com

(Bucket not 
provided)

GOT MICE?
Try A Better Mouse Trap

Why buy Teeter Totter Trap?
• Teeter Totter Trap resets itself
• No mouse carcass to touch
• No bloody mess to clean up
• Can be used as a non-kill trap to catch and release

YOU DESERVE 
A PLANTER YOU CAN 
BE CONFIDENT IN.

20|20® and Precision Planting® are registered trademarks of Precision Planting LLC. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2018 Precision Planting LLC.
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Give us a call today 
ASHTON

ASHTON FEED & GRAIN
308-738-2292

bdonscheski@hotmail.com

SCHUYLER
TRI COUNTY AG SERVICE, INC.

402-352-3680
www.tcapower.com

SHICKLEY
VARIETY AG, LLC

402-762-5590
varietyag@gmail.com

SPRINGFIELD
SCHRAM SEEDS

402-719-1534
schramseeds@hotmail.com

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com

NEW!

COLUMBUS
CORNHUSKER IRRIGATION, INC.

402-563-3382
cornhuskerirrigation.com

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION

308-995-8340
www.huskerirrigation.com

YORK
SCOTT-HOURIGAN CO.

402-362-7711
scotthourigan.com

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the 
United States and various other countries.

TOUGH JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE 
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

BOBCAT EQUIPMENT IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO TAKE IT ON.
You’ve got a tough job. And Bobcat® equipment is tough enough to take it on. The 
performance and comfort features of the new M2-Series loaders from Bobcat along with 
the most productive attachments in the industry help you manage the work that has to 
get done, day in and day out.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY  
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

LINCOLN
BOBCAT OF LINCOLN

402-464-6381
www.bobcatofl incoln.com

OMAHA
BOBCAT OF OMAHA

402-895-6660
www.bobcat-omaha.com
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  Your nearest Farm Bureau agent would be glad to hear from you:
ADAMS  402-462-2920
1902 W. 2nd Street, Hastings
**Rodney Hunt, AEP, CASL, ChFC, LUTCF

ADAMS 402-463-2111
813 W. 2nd, Hastings
**Marty Demuth

ANTELOPE
104 W. 11th, Neligh
**Brandon Doke  402-887-4842 
**Al Stelling, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF   402-887-4880

BOONE  402-395-6363
124 N. 4th, Albion
**Rori Erickson

BOX BUTTE 308-762-4505
407 E 3rd, Alliance
Rhonda Baseggio

BROWN-ROCK-KEYA PAHA   402-387-1809
312 N. Main St., Ainsworth
**Angie Davis

BUFFALO 308-234-2222
3915 Ave. N, Ste. A, Kearney
*Rick Smith, LUTCF
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

BUFFALO 308-234-4922
5810 2nd Ave., Kearney
Matt Myers
Rich Peters

BUFFALO 308-452-3653
211 Grand Ave., Ravenna
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

BURT 402-374-1880
1316 L. St., Tekamah
Troy Perchal 

BUTLER  402-367-3306
319 “E” St., David City
Seth Ahrens

CASS 402-296-4999
2302 W. 8th Ave. #1, Plattsmouth
Michelle Cavin
Lori Good-Baker

CEDAR 402-254-6945
109 N. Broadway, Hartington
**Allen Walton

CHASE  888-625-6698
512 Broadway, Imperial
**Dustin Weiss

CHERRY  402-376-3328
264 N. Main, Valentine
**Jay Hollenbeck

CHEYENNE  308-254-4193
940 9th Ave., Sidney
**Bailey Lord, LUTCF

CHEYENNE  308-203-1717
1026 Toldeo St., Sidney
Matt Wallace

CLAY  402-773-4272
209 N. Saunders, Sutton
Ryan Schmeits 

COLFAX  402-352-3146
1035 Road E, Schuyler
Eric Goodrich

CUMING  402-648-7513
305 Main St., Bancroft
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF 

CUMING  402-529-2228
1012 Ave. “E”, Wisner
Jason Schweers

CUSTER-BLAINE-LOUP        308-872-6433
616 South C, Broken Bow
**Ed Duryea

DAKOTA 402-494-3972
1901 Cornhusker Dr., Ste 150 S. Sioux City
Colin Ross

DAWES 308-432-5062
323 Main St., Chadron
Amy Halverson

DAWSON
411 East Pacific, Lexington
Rick Trampe 308-324-6355
**Chase Wolf 308-324-4000

DAWSON 308-537-2257
408 10th St., Gothenburg
Eric Vickers

DEUEL-GARDEN 308-874-2404
252 Vincent Ave., Chappell
Steve Fischer 

DIXON 402-287-2784
905 Oak St., Wakefield
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF 

DODGE 402-721-2644
1900 E. Military, Ste. 248, Fremont
Sherry Leriger, LUTCF 

DOUGLAS/ELKHORN
940 N 204th Ave., Ste 220, Elkhorn
Troy Perchal 402-758-6633
Ryan Steffen 402-718-8885

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-7099
5518 N 103rd St., Omaha
Danielle Carter
DeAnna Kazakevicius

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
14507 California St., Omaha
Ashleigh DeGlopper 402-225-6480
Melissa McMurray 402-894-5768
Bailey Nelson 402-894-5766

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-779-7211
5728 S. 144th St., Omaha
Jon Christensen 

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-218-2630
4611 S. 96th St., Omaha
Jacob Stroh  

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-951-9355
5421 N. 103rd, Ste. 406, Omaha
Luper Akough

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  
16016 Evans St., Ste. #109, Omaha
Chad Kelderman 402-861-4342
Rochelle Kerns 402-861-4358
Marie Moyers 402-861-4343
Chris Myer  402-861-4346
Cara Whitmarsh 402-861-4348

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-493-5900
2065 N. 120th, Omaha
Don Christensen

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  
7733 “L” St., Omaha
Michelle Cavin 402-804-3237
Keia Jensen  402-281-3350
Kevin McTaggart 402-934-2232

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                   
9869 S. 168th Ave., Unit 1A, Omaha
Jeff Peszulik   402-300-8011
Daniel Thompson Jr.   402-894-5046

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-390-1076
5726 S. 144th St., Omaha
Scott Kamrath
Ron Randall, LUTCF
Rachel Sweet

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                            
6606 S. 168th St., Ste. 200, Omaha
David Burke, LUTCF 402-884-4410
Armando Vargas 402-991-3417

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-614-0707
7114 N. 102nd Cr., Omaha
Matt Guzinski
Todd Noecker, LUTCF

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-991-8200
3614 N. 163rd Plaza, Omaha
Michael Baber
Carole Sprunk
Jerry Wellwood  

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                             
6834 S. 143rd Plaza, Omaha
Brandon Avery 402-614-3187
Scott Dunn 402-614-3719

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-6959
15728 West Center Rd., Omaha
Jason Smith

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-2851
3131 S. 72nd Street, Omaha
Ryan Burden

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                           
11840 Nicholas St., Ste. 205, Omaha 
Tyler Langel 402-339-6348
Jared Schwab 402-932-2744
Ken Mason 402-932-2891

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-999-8910   
16909 Lakeside Hills Plz., #112, Omaha
Varian Cole
Sara Ferris
Matt Kudlacek
Brigid McCullough
Jesse Nielsen
Scott Sarver
Patrick Wagner

DOUGLAS/BENNINGTON
15611 Bennington Rd., Bennington
Michael Briardy    402-999-4217
Jodi Bierman 402-315-3316

DOUGLAS/LA VISTA 
7508 S 84th St., La Vista
Francisco Edson 402-991-7080
Jeff Glosser 402-807-3678
Joseph Ramos 531-600-8377

DOUGLAS/OMAHA     402-965-0535                                          
4018 L St., Omaha
Silvia Soltero-Zepeda 

DUNDY  308-423-5793
1303 A St., Benkelman
Bryant Els

FILLMORE  402-759-4407
960 S. 13th, Geneva
**Steve Schiermeyer, LUTCF 

FRONTIER  308-367-4350
106 East 1st, Curtis
**Phil Hinrichs

GAGE  402-228-4232
3216 N. 6th, Beatrice
Curt Spilker 

GOSPER  308-381-5645
305 Smith Ave., Elwood
LaNae Matousek

HALL  308-382-5707
2118 W. Kent Ave., Grand Island
Edmund “Rocky” Kershaw
Kyle Sawyers, LUTCF

HALL 308-382-5093
3341 State St., Ste. C, Grand Island
Lee Mohr, LUTCF
Stacey Rust

HALL
710 N. Webb Rd. East Wing, Grand Island
Kevin Foland    308-381-5642
*Lisa Huismann, LUTCF 308-381-5644

HAMILTON   402-694-2399
211 16th, Aurora
Clayton Gravatt

HARLAN  308-928-2232
604 West Main, Alma
*Ray Bunnell, LUTCF

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK  402-336-1332
130 S. 4th St., O’Neill
**Barbara Hesse

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK     402-336-3635
504 W. Douglas O’Neill, NE
**James Hedstrom

HOWARD  
904 2nd St., St. Paul
Jamie Anderson 308-381-5652
Clayton Gravatt 308-754-5481

JEFFERSON  402-729-2728
303 Jefferson St., Daykin
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF 

JEFFERSON  402-729-2728
505 7th St., Fairbury
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF

JOHNSON  402-335-2254
185 S. 3rd St., Tecumseh
Kevin McKinney

KEARNEY-FRANKLIN  308-832-2290
640 N. Minden Ave., Minden
Randy Myers

KEITH-ARTHUR  888-625-6698
106 W. 1st St., Ogallala
**Dustin Weiss

KIMBALL-BANNER  308-235-3085
213 S. Chestnut, Kimball
**Bailey Lord, LUTCF

KNOX  402-373-4600
103 E. Main, Bloomfield
**Allen Walton

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-477-6262
5455 Red Rock Lane, Ste. 11, Lincoln
Tom Banderas
Brock Roth
Ryan Schmeits

LANCASTER/HICKMAN        402-792-0000
6760 Woodland Blvd., Suite C, Hickman 
Chris Snyder

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 
2455 Pine Lake Rd., Ste. 100, Lincoln
Tyler Braden 402-904-7110
**David Duff  402-423-7109
Michael Kastens, FSS 402-420-7453
Stephanie Peterson 402-421-6798

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-421-9100
5550 S. 59th St., Ste. 24, Lincoln
Matt George 
Tanner Jones
Jack Russell 

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-614-3719
1520 S 70th St., Ste. 106 Lincoln
Scott Dunn

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-421-4400
5225 S. 16th St., Lincoln
Josh Behmer
Brady Ellingson
Dom Granville
**Paul Johnson, AFIS
Nick Ketcham
Megan McCollister

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-484-0303
249 Cherry Hill Blvd., Ste. 2, Lincoln
Melissa Wheeler, ChFC, LUTCF 

LANCASTER/LINCOLN                        
5540 South St., Ste 202
Ryan Rohl 402-421-1116
Sonny Lane 402-421-1016
Dustin Lottman 402-421-1116

LANCASTER/LINCOLN                     
8321 Cody Dr., Suite A, Lincoln
Chad Christensen 402-421-2888
Brad Plagge  402-588-0080

LANCASTER/WAVERLY   402-786-0465
13220 Callum Dr., Ste. 3, Waverly
*Rusty Wellman

LINCOLN-LOGAN-THOMAS-MCPHERSON 
308-534-9694

410 E. Francis, Ste. 3, North Platte
**Jay Engel, LUTCF

LINCOLN-LOGAN-THOMAS-MCPHERSON 
308-660-4958

201 S Dewey St., North Platte
Jeffrey Gaasch

MADISON-STANTON 402-316-7077 
712 W Norfolk Ave., Norfolk
**Brandon Doke

MADISON-STANTON 402-379-3237
504 N. 13th St., Norfolk 
Brad Bosh
Felipe Pulido
Zachary Miller

MADISON-STANTON 402-371-1520
401 E. Norfolk Ave., Norfolk 
*Joe Herian, LUTCF 

MERRICK 308-946-3893
1105 16th St., Central City
**Shannon Hannappel 

MORRILL 308-262-1740
820 Main St., Bridgeport
Shelli Bowman  

NANCE 308-536-3323
330 Broadway St., Fullerton
Clayton Gravatt

NEMAHA-RICHARDSON      402-274-3189
1919 “J”, Auburn
**Tasa Paul

NUCKOLLS  402-879-3377        
449 N. Central Ave., Superior
**Brandon Siebenneicher 

OTOE 402-269-2541
429 5th St., Syracuse
Ryan Rohl 

PAWNEE-RICHARDSON         402-852-2125
624 “G” St., Pawnee City
Ryan Rohl 

PERKINS 888-625-6698
228 Central Avenue, Grant
**Dustin Weiss

PHELPS 308-995-4041
411 Grant, Holdrege
**Phil Hinrichs

PIERCE 402-329-6284
115 West Main, Pierce
*Scott Race

PLATTE 402-562-7777
2921 23rd St., Columbus
Don Sterup

PLATTE 402-923-0292
301 S. Main, Humphrey
Carol Wemhoff 

PLATTE 402-562-4004
3050 33 Ave., Ste. 11, Columbus
Seth Ahrens

POLK 402-747-2351
540 Nebraska St., Osceola
Doug Burritt
Clayton Gravatt
Jaimee Klein

RED WILLOW  308-345-6720
505 W. B St., McCook
Shawn Carney
Debbie Douglas

SALINE 402-821-2157
113 W. 3rd, Wilber
*Scott Woitalewicz

SARPY
8410 S. 73rd Plaza Bay #108, Papillion
Toyi Beguedou 402-829-5422
Mike Cosgrove 402-829-5431
Melissa Muths 402-829-5426

SARPY 402-932-0322                     
1256 Golden Gate Dr., Ste. 1, Papillion
Brad Bosh 
Joe Rickley 

SARPY 402-347-0010
8094 S 84th St., La Vista
**Brandon Doke           

SAUNDERS 402-443-3704
113 East 5th St., Wahoo
Eric Lanik

SCOTTSBLUFF-SIOUX    308-635-8005
108 East 19th, Scottsbluff 
Dick Bretthauer, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF 

SCOTTSBLUFF-SIOUX 308-275-1313
614 E 27th St. Ste. C, Scottsbluff 
Bruce Schmidt 

SCOTTSBLUFF-SIOUX 308-623-0178
1281 Center Ave., Mitchell 
Shawn Harvey

SEWARD 402-643-9100
546 Jackson Ave, Seward
Jack Russell

SHERIDAN 308-638-4566
123 N. Main, Hay Springs
Rhonda Baseggio

SHERIDAN 308-282-1000
113 N. Main, Gordon
Rhonda Baseggio

THAYER 402-768-6218
440 Lincoln Ave., Hebron
**Nate Casey, LUTCF 

THURSTON  402-385-2208
306 Main, Pender
Matt Buchholz 

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER 
  308-728-3216
1516 L Street, Ord
Harold Benton

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER 
           308-728-3400
220 S. 14th St., Ord
**Greg Duryea

WASHINGTON 402-426-3440
1565 Washington St., Blair
Troy Perchal 

WAYNE 402-375-3144
318 Main St., Wayne
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF

YORK 402-362-0320
611 N. Grant Ave., York 
Brandon Meyer

CROP ONLY AGENTS

BROKEN BOW     308-872-6433
Ed Wehling

OAKLAND 402-685-6852
Terry Richards

CENTRAL CITY     308-946-3893
Jack McMahon

SUPERIOR     402-879-3002
Matt Sullivan

BENKELMAN    308-340-1633 
Jason Preston

ALBION       402-395-6363
Ron Erickson

ST. PAUL                  308-754-5481
Tom Mortimer

KEARNEY/RAVENNA  308-234-2222
KC Sundermeier 

  * AgWise Advanced Certified 
** AgWise Master Certified
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FARM EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: Row Stalker 6Rx36”, $4,000; 
JD 1700 planter, 6x36, always shedded, tall 
seed boxes, insecticide boxes, $7,000. Call 
(308) 325-1842. (Dawson)

WANTED: 18 ft. IHC 4500 Field Cultivator 
must be in excellent condition. Call (308) 
750-2887. (Howard County)

FOR SALE: JD 8300 drill with seed 
attachment, like new. Call (402) 920-3501. 
(Platte County) 

FOR SALE: JD 730 diesel, electric start. 
Call (308) 940-0068. (Merrick County)

FOR SALE: JD 1590, 20 foot box drill, 2 
pt. hitch, 7.5 inch spacing, very good shape, 
shedded, fertilizer seed combination box, 
belt conveyer included, $40,000. Call (402) 
949-0173. (Cass County)

FOR SALE: 4x10, 8 rail goat panels, 
connect with a 5/8” rod, sold with panel, 
$50 each, quantity of 75 available. Call (402) 
680-7001. (Hall County)

FOR SALE: J&M 24 ft. adjustable head 
trailer, always shedded, front wheel steering. 
$2,400. Call (402) 745-0359. (York County)

FOR SALE: 6” water meter, $500; 6” 
irrigation pipe gated, $.70 a foot; 8” irrigation 
pipe gated, $1.00 a foot; many 8” and 6” 
fittings, elbows, valves, horse shoes, and 
clamps. Call (402) 745-0359. (York County)

VEHICLES
FOR SALE: 2005 Ford XLT pickup, 4WD, 
extended cab, slightly more storage behind 
the seat, 8’ box, slight rust, very good shape 
mechanically, auto trans, 6 cylinder, 247k 
highway miles, $4,500 OBO. Call (402) 720-
3018. (Dodge County)

FOR SALE: 2008 Ford Taurus X Limited, 
AWD, Sky Blue, 6 passenger, leather, BF 
Goodrich Advantage tires; very good 
condition and fuel economy with 208,000 
miles. Asking $4,500, service record 
available. Call or Message (402) 499-9143. 
(Lancaster County) 

FOR SALE: 2004 Impala, 4-door, no 
dents, nice. Call (402) 376-2709. (Cherry 
County)

FOR SALE: Polaris 2008 ATV, model 800 
Touring with winch, windshield, blade, 3,500 
miles, $4,950. Call (402) 755-2629 or cell 
(712) 251-9774. (Dixon)

MISC
FOR SALE: Model 172, 6 foot Rhino 
Rotary cutter, purchased new in 2012, little 
use, always stored in garage, $1,775. Call 
(712) 485-2440. (I-80 Exit 23, Neola, IA)

FOR SALE: Several good used gearheads, 
Amarillo, Randolph, US Motors, 30 to 80 
hp, various rations, $350-$800. Call for info, 
I may have what you need. Call (308) 624-
2177. (Merrick County)

FOR SALE: Hair Sheep, five young eyes 
and ram, ram put with ewe Nov. 14, $1,150. 
Call (402) 376-2709. (Cherry County)

FOR SALE: Two used snowblowers, $150 
each for quick sale. Call (402) 376-2709. 
(Cherry County)

FOR SALE: One hardback WNAX 
neighbor lady cookbook, $25, autographed; 
Ten paperbacks, her early year cookbooks, 
$10 each; two Gurneys Inc. cookbooks, $10 
each; all in excellent condition. Call (605) 
661-3571. (Cedar County)

Free Want Ads for Farm Bureau Members
Farm Bureau members may submit one free Want Ad per month. If there is more than one category mentioned with the Want Ad, we will split it into multiple categories, but it must be 
a combined total of 30 words or less. Ads are used on a space-available basis, subject to approval. Ads exclude real property (permanent structures) such as homes, farms, ranches and 
businesses. Selling crops or herds of livestock also is excluded. Send typed or printed ads to Want Ads, c/o Kylee Planer, Nebraska Farm Bureau News, P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501 
or email kyleep@nefb.org. If you would like to rerun your ad, you must resubmit. Previously submitted ads will not be kept on file. Deadline is the 10th of February, April, June, August, 
October and December. The Want Ad form can be found on our members website (www.nefb.org/members), login and click on NEWS and then Submit a Want Ad.

Workshops designed to help farmers and ranchers prepare to transition their family farm 
or ranch to the next generation are happening in Nebraska. 

The workshops, presented by Farm Bureau Financial Services, will be held throughout 
2019. Five have already been held throughout the state with 6 more scheduled through the 
end of March. Called Changing Hands – Your Legacy, Their Future, these workshops aim to 
help farmers and ranchers map out a strategy to protect their legacy for future generations 
and help ensure a successful transition. The workshops will be free and open to the public 
and are a part of Farm Bureau Financial Services efforts to help prepare Nebraska farmers 
and ranchers to make business succession decisions.  

According the to the American Farm Bureau and Agweek.com, nearly all farms in the 
U.S. – about 99 percent - are owned by families, and 70 percent of U.S. farmland will 
likely transfer in the next two decades. The Changing Hands – Your Legacy, Their Future 
workshops will help guide farmers and ranchers through important questions such as “How 
can I treat all my heirs fairly?” or “How can I protect my assets?” The workshops also help 
address the complexities of financial, emotional, and family dynamics. 

“Farm Bureau Financial Services has a long history of serving farmers and ranchers, and 
we’re proud to continue that service with our Farm & Ranch Succession Workshops,” 
said Nancy Wiles, Marketing Communications Vice President with Farm Bureau Financial 
Services. “These workshops are a great opportunity for farmers and ranchers to start 
thinking about the transition process. It’s not something people like to think about, but it’s 
an important step to take to help ensure the continuation of their life’s work.”

New workshops and their locations are announced regularly. Workshops are free and 
open to the public. Registration is required. For more information and to register, please 
visit fbfs.com/changing-hands. 

Below are the sessions to be held in Nebraska.
Ponca State Park & Education Center Willow Room, Ponca, NE
Date: March 5, 2019 - Time: 6:30 p.m.

Pizza Ranch, West Point, NE
Date: March 7, 2019  - Time: 6:30 p.m.
 
Cardinal Inn Hotel and Event Center, Albion, NE
Date: March 13, 2019 - Time: 11:30 a.m.
 
Prairie Creek Vineyard & Winery, Central City, NE
Date: March 14, 2019 -  Time: 7:00 p.m.
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Don’t forget about the Built Ford Tough Sweepstakes!**

Text the word SWEEPS to 46786*** to enter!

FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS GET

$500 BONUS CASH*

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Shelby GT350®, Shelby® GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, Focus RS and F-150 Raptor. This off er may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford 
Motor Company and Lincoln Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see 
your authorized Ford or Lincoln Dealer for qualifi cations and complete details.

**NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. MUST BE A LEGAL RESIDENT OF U.S. OR D.C., 21 YEARS OR OLDER WITH A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE TO ENTER AND A CURRENT FARM BUREAU MEMBER. ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. Void where 
prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 9/30/2019. For entry and offi  cial rules with complete eligibility, prize description and other details, visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com.  Sponsored by Ford Motor Company, One American Road, Dearborn, MI 48126.

***Autodialed marketing messages will be sent to the number provided. Consent is not a condition of purchase or entry. Message and data rates may apply.

ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY

800-344-9288
www.coverjones.com

AURORA
FRIESEN FORD

402-694-3111
www.friesenford.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON FORD OF GRAND ISLAND

308-384-1700
www.andersonofgrandisland.com

NORTH PLATTE
BILL SUMMERS FORD

308-532-2500
www.billsummers.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY

402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com


