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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Board of Directors has set 
the organization’s public policy priorities for 2020. 
Each year the Board identifies priorities to guide the 

organization in its efforts to support Nebraska’s farm and 
ranch families. 

“There are many issues that impact our farms and 
ranches. It’s no secret that when agriculture does well, our 
rural communities thrive, and our entire state benefits. To 
that end, it’s imperative we focus on the areas where we 
can do the most good in helping our members be success-
ful,” said Steve Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau president. 

Every policy issue Farm Bureau works on is connected in 
some way to helping members keep their operations viable 
in a world where weather, markets, technology and other 
economic forces are constantly changing, he said.

“Our mission is to enrich the lives of Nebraska’s farm 
and ranch families, and by working in these areas we can 
help create opportunities for our members to prosper,” 
said Nelson.  

NEFB President  
Steve Nelson thanks 
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan 
of Elkhorn for her 
work on LB 974, 
making sure property 
tax relief is the top 
priority this session, 
and K-12 school 
funding is addressed. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau board sets 
2020 agriculture policy priorities

Nebraska Farm Bureau’s state policy 
priority list for 2020 includes:
l  Reducing Nebraska’s overreliance on 

property taxes and seeking a more 
balanced system to fund education.

l  Growing Nebraska’s livestock sector 
and value-added agriculture.

l  Expanding farm and ranch access 
to high-quality broadband service 
statewide. 

l  Proactive engagement on both state 
water quality and quantity issues.

l  Making sure regulations are workable 
for Nebraska farms and ranches.

Nebraska Farm Bureau’s national policy  
priority list for 2020 includes:
l  Continuing to promote and work to expand international 

markets for Nebraska agricultural products. 
l  Ensuring federal regulations and federal programs work  

for farm and ranch families including:
l  Appropriate allocation of federal assistance to expand 

broadband access in rural areas;
l  Protecting farmers’ access to modern farming technology, 

veterinary medications and crop protection tools;
l  Proper implementation of renewable energy mandates;
l  Monitoring conservation compliance implementation  

and appeals process;
l  Defending animal agriculture production and supporting 

policies to enhance profitability.
l  Ensuring farmers and ranchers can meet their labor/

workforce needs.

SEE MORE NEFB  
DAY AT THE CAPITOL 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 15.
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A s I write this column, it’s fair 
to say Nebraska Farm Bureau 
is chest deep in our support 

for LB 974, the main property tax 
relief bill under consideration by the 
Legislature. While no bill is perfect, 
LB 974 is a good bill that checks many 
of the boxes for us in terms of what 
we’d like to see happen with property 
tax relief and school funding reform. 
For starters, it provides more than 
$336 million in property tax relief for 
Nebraskans. It would lower statewide 
property tax collections by more than 
8 percent across the board. Owners of agricultural 
land could see as much as an 11 percent reduction 
in taxes once LB 974 is fully implemented. The 
bill also puts our state on path of taking greater 

responsibility for funding K-12 schools 
and addresses inequities where the state is 
funding the majority of education costs for 
some Nebraska students, while providing 
little to no resources for others (namely those 
who attend rural schools). By using more 
state monies to replace local property taxes 
that fund K-12 schools, LB 974 finds a balance 
that respects schools and the taxpayers who 
support them. 

As we’ve continued to push LB 974, it’s 
no secret that good relationships with our 
elected officials matter. Nebraska Farm Bu-
reau has been fortunate to have built a strong 

working relationship with Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of 
Elkhorn who chairs the Legislature’s Revenue Com-
mittee and is a main architect of LB 974. When you 
need help, it’s always easier to call on someone you 

know than someone you don’t. That’s why I want to 
thank all our Farm Bureau members who are taking 
similar steps to build relationships with their elected 
leaders. We’ve had members participating in County 
Farm Bureau Days at the Capitol, where individu-
als can personally interact with their senator in the 
legislative environment. Making a call to your senator 
or attending a town hall event is another great way 
to make a connection and put a face to a name. When 
our elected leaders are faced with tough decisions 
that impact farm and ranch families, it makes a world 
of difference when they’re contacted by someone they 
know, trust, and have a relationship with. Make no 
mistake, getting to know those who are elected to 
represent us is always time well spent. 

Until Next Time,

Steve Nelson  
PRESIDENT,  
NEBRASKA 
FARM BUREAU

The power of positive relationships
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Members of Holt County Farm Bureau came to Lincoln Feb. 3 to attend 
a County Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol. Members watched the leg-
islature in action, and were able to visit with their state senator and 
represent rural Nebraska. 

Members of Saunders County Farm Bureau came to the State Capitol 
Feb. 10 to attend a County Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol. Joe Vasa 
(left), visited with state Sen. Bruce Bostelman of Brainard; Jay Ferris, 
NEFB director of grassroots; Larry Heyen and Paul Cernik. Sen. Bostel-
man was asked for his support for LB 974, Farm Bureau’s top state 
legislative priority, which would lower property taxes and reform K-12 
school funding. 

The Douglas County Farm Bureau Board of Directors participated in a 
County Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol and County Board training in Lin-
coln Feb. 18. Bruce Rieker, NEFB vice president of governmental relations 
(left), Sally Habrock, Ryan Ueberrhein, Fred Tonack, Rob Gottsch, and Brady 
Revels participate in a Q&A about property tax relief for agriculture.

County Farm Bureau ‘Day at the Capitol’

DOUGLAS COUNTY

SAUNDERS COUNTY

HOLT COUNTY
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M errick County Farm Bureau, along with Prairie Creek Vineyard 
and Winery and the Central City Area Chamber of Commerce, 
sponsored a Town Hall with Sen. Curt Friesen of District 34. Sen. 

Friesen answered questions from constituents and give an update on the 2020 
legislative session.   

Clay County Farm Bureau held their annual meeting on Jan. 12 at the 
Sutton Community Senior Center in Sutton. Sen. Dave Murman talked 
about the upcoming legislative session. Pictured from left is Sen. Dave 

Murman; Lyle Nunnenkamp, Clay County Farm Bureau Board member; Neal 
Cloet, Clay County Farm Bureau member; Jay Ferris, director of Grassroots; and 
David Grimes, NEFB state board member.   

Congratulations to longtime Scotts Bluff County Farm 
Bureau members Harry Safford Jr. and Marie Stafford 
of Bayard for receiving the Pioneer Farm Award from 

the AkSarBen Foundation along with Nebraska Farm Bureau 
and the Nebraska Association of Fair Managers. The Pioneer 
Farm Award recognizes Nebraska farm families who have 
consecutively held ownership of their land for at least 100 years. 
Safford’s father, Harry Safford Sr., purchased 160 acres of farm 
ground in Horseshoe Bend in Banner County in April of 1919. 
He and his wife, Bertha, raised four children, along with wheat, 
corn, cows and calves. In 1963, Safford and his wife, Marie, 

Clay County Farm Bureau 
holds annual meeting

Farm Bureau hosts Town 
Hall with Sen. Friesen

purchased his father’s cow herd. They raised their 
four children on the farm. The farm has grown 
to 480 acres, but the original 160 acres purchased 
by Safford’s father are still in the family. Safford 
continues to maintain pasture and raise cattle 
on the original land. The 25-by-25 cement house 

with a porch that his mother and father lived in is 
still standing, along with a 10-by-60 addition on 
the north side. The Saffords are proud to receive 
the Pioneer Farm Award.  

Applications are now open. Go to aksarben.org/
farm-family-awards.    

Harry and Marie Safford 
receive Pioneer Farm Award

CLAY COUNTY

MERRICK COUNTY

SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY

Tuesday, March 24, 2020
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
The Ferguson House
700 S. 16th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508

Join us for food, fun, and 
conversation as Farm Bureau 
members and Nebraska’s state 
senators mix in a relaxed setting, 
allowing you the opportunity to get 
to better know our state’s elected 
leaders.

RSVP by March 20 to Whittney at 
(402) 421-4760 or whittneyt@nefb.org.

Burgers, Brats, Burgers, Brats, 
and Brewsand Brews
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BY JAY REMPE,  
NEFB SENIOR ECONOMIST

China could return to the table 
as a significant buyer of U.S. 
agricultural goods under the 

Phase One trade agreement signed 
Jan. 15. Chinese purchases of U.S. 
agricultural products averaged 
over $25 billion between 2014-
2017 prior to the trade disruptions. 
In 2018, after the outbreak of 
tensions, Chinese purchases fell 
to $13 billion. Through November 
of last year, purchases equaled just 
$12 billion. 

China has agreed to purchase, on 
average, $40 billion of U.S. agricul-
tural goods per year, or $80 billion 
over two years, as part of the deal. 
The U.S. Trade Representative’s 
Office (USTR) says that China has 
also agreed to import in 2020 “no 
less than $12.5 billion” above 2017 
levels, and “no less than $19.5 bil-
lion” above 2017 levels in 2021. U.S. 
agricultural sales to China in 2017 
were $19.5 billion. The USTR also 
says the agreement addresses “a 
multitude of non-tariff barriers to 
U.S. agriculture and seafood prod-
ucts” imposed by China. 

What does the deal mean for ag-
riculture? At the very least, agri-
cultural exports to China this year 
should be $32 billion and should 
equal $39 billion in 2021. For con-
text, peak U.S. agricultural exports 
to China were nearly $26 billion 
in 2012. Nebraska agricultural ex-
ports to China averaged just under 

$1 billion between 2015-2017, hit-
ting an estimated peak in 2016 of 
$1.06 billion. Soybeans were Ne-
braska’s largest exported product 
to China, averaging almost $870 
million, but sales of corn and pork 
were also important. 

The agreement, then, should 
mean a return to levels of trade 
seen prior to the dispute, plus 
some. The uncertainty revolves 
around whether the purchase 
amounts outlined in the agree-
ment can be met. And if so, which 
commodities will experience the 
increased sales. There are many 
reasons for the uncertainty. First, 
the agreement does not remove 
the retaliatory tariffs on U.S. ag-
ricultural exports to China. Sec-
ond, the world did not sit still over 
the past two years while the U.S. 
and China fought. Other suppli-
ers made inroads into the Chinese 
market. Third, U.S. agricultural 
exports to China have never come 
close to $40 billion. And finally, the 
coronavirus outbreak in China has 
cast a pall on the Chinese economy 
and potential growth in Chinese 
imports this year. Already it has 
been reported China has requested 
American patience on meeting its 
obligation under the agreement.   

All that being said, friendlier 
trade relations with China do pro-
vide potential for increased sales of 
several Nebraska-produced com-
modities. Figure 3 [1], created by 
American Farm Bureau Federation, 
shows a breakdown of China’s ag-

As you’ve likely seen, the U.S. Senate 
passed President Trump’s update 
to the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA), now known as 
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), with a strong bipartisan vote. 
The president signed the bill at the end 
of January.

This comes on the heels of the House 
passing the agreement just before Christ-
mas. Updating the 26-year-old NAFTA, 
USMCA represents a major win for agri-

culture as it opens new markets for dairy, 
wheat and poultry products. 

The agreement is expected to result in 
a $65 billion increase in gross domestic 
product. Canada will increase quotas on 
U.S. dairy products, benefitting Ameri-
can dairy farmers by $242 million. Can-
ada will also treat wheat imports the 
same as domestic wheat for grading and 
pricing.

“This brings long-term stability to 
Nebraska agriculture markets with two 

of Nebraska’s most important trading 
partners. USMCA ensures Nebraska beef, 
pork, corn and soybean producers will 
maintain essential access to Mexico and 
Canada markets that account for signif-
icant percentages of Nebraska’s overall 
international agricultural sales. USMCA 
also opens the door for greater purchas-
es of Nebraska wheat, poultry and dairy 
products, as well as modernizing other 
areas of this critical agreement,” said 
Steve Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau 

president.   
The agreement also provides some 

needed updates and, more importantly, 
preserves free market access for a vast 
majority of U.S. agriculture products 
into two of the country’s largest trading 
partners. 

While Mexico has already passed the 
agreement, Canada has yet to take up the 
agreement. Recent reports indicate the 
Canadian Parliament will look to pass the 
agreement in April.   

President Trump thanked 
farmers and ranchers at the 
2020 American Farm Bureau 

Convention in Austin, Texas, on Jan. 
19 for their patience and support 
following two trade successes: 
Phase 1 of a China deal and the 
passage of USMCA. President 
Trump said he’ll sign the USMCA 
very soon.

President Trump made his way 
on stage to a standing ovation –
proclaiming the administration’s 
recent trade successes with “We did 

it! We did it!” His proclamation was 
followed by resounding applause.

President Trump recently 
signed Phase 1 of a trade deal with 
China, which is a big win for U.S. 
agriculture, “Under this land-
mark agreement, China will now 
be purchasing $40 to $50 billion 
of American agricultural products 
every single year, tripling our ag-
ricultural exports to China,” the 
president said.  

He then discussed the Sen-
ate passage of the USMCA, which 

he said will replace “the terrible” 
trade deal that was NAFTA. “In a 
matter of days we will achieve an-
other tremendous victory for the 
American agricultural businesses 
when I sign the USMCA into law. So, 
we just passed it in the Senate and 
it was a wonderful vote and I will 
sign it very soon.”

The president thanked farmers 
and ranchers at the annual con-
vention saying they have stood 
with him the whole way, and he is 
grateful.   

‘The Dragon’ returns as a buyer...

Passage of USMCA will bring much needed stability

President Trump touts trade 
successes at 2020 AFBF Convention

President Donald Trump has been to three Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Conventions, and Farm Bureau 
members were happy to see and hear him speak 
at this year’s convention in Austin, Texas.

ricultural imports in 2018. Though Chinese soy-
bean imports were blunted by the outbreak of 
African Swine Fever (ASF), they continue to be 
China’s largest imported good, which should 
benefit Nebraska soybean producers. The out-
break of ASF also provides potential markets for 
livestock producers. China needs to import meat 
protein to offset the loss of its pork production. 
This could especially benefit Nebraska beef and 
pork producers. And dairy producers could bene-
fit, as China also imports significant amounts of 

dairy products. However, it should be noted that 
any increases in exports to China might result in 
a slippage in exports to the rest of the world as 
competitors look to make up lost sales. 

 The Phase One deal is a positive for Nebras-
ka agriculture. It stops the escalation of the 
trade dispute between China and the U.S. over 
the past two years. It re-establishes access to 
a large and growing market for U.S. producers. 
And it addresses several non-tariff barriers that 
U.S. products confronted in China.    

China 2018 Global Ag Imports, $124.1 Billion

Soybeans & Soy Products, $38.5

Soybeans & Soy Products
Other
Dairy Products
Fruit, Fresh & Processed, Juice
Cattle, Beef, & Bovine Products
Food Preps. & Misc. Bev
Alcoholic Beverages
Swine, Pork & Swine Products
Cotton & Cotton Products
Coarse Grains
Vegetables, Fresh & Processed
Rice
Tree Nuts
Poultry & Products
Corn & Products
Wheat

Source: Trade
Data Monitor
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To see AFBF economist Veronica Nigh’s analysis of the deal, go to:   
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/china-what-does-it-mean-now
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Farmer and rancher delegates to the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s 101st Annual 
Convention in Austin, Texas, adopted policies to 

guide the organization’s work in 2020 on key topics 
ranging from dairy to labor and climate change to 
conservation compliance. 

“Delegates from across the nation came together 
today to look ahead at issues and opportunities facing 
farms, ranches and rural communities,” said Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation Vice President Scott Van-
derWal on the convention’s opening day. “The 2020 
policies ensure we are able to continue producing safe 
and healthy food, fiber and renewable fuel for our na-
tion and the world.” 

Delegates also re-elected American Farm Bureau 
President Zippy Duvall and Vice President Scott Van-
derWal for their third terms. VanderWal served as chair 
of the meeting on behalf of Duvall, who is grieving the 
death of his wife, Bonnie.

Delegates updated labor and immigration policies, 
emphasizing that we must see significant changes to 
the H-2A program. While AFBF has long had policy in 
place to ensure an accessible, competitive guest worker 
program, the updates address problems with the ad-
verse effect of wage rate and emphasize the impor-
tance of year-round program access to all of agricul-
ture. AFBF looks forward to working with Congress on 
efforts that align with these policy objectives.

After a year-long process to review ways to modern-
ize Federal Milk Marketing Orders, AFBF’s delegates 
voted to support creation of a flexible, farmer- and 

industry-led milk management system. This includes 
giving individual dairy farmers a voice by allowing 
them to vote independently and confidentially on rules 
governing milk prices. The new dairy policies, when 
combined, will form a strong foundation to guide the 
organization during future reform efforts to better co-
ordinate milk supply and demand in the U.S.

There are significant new policies on conservation 
compliance. Delegates called on USDA to significant-
ly improve program transparency and due process 
for farmers. They specifically prioritized changes in 
USDA’s processes for wetland delineations and the 
appeals process. Delegates also adopted a new policy 
supporting the repeal of Swampbuster provisions. The 
changes highlight growing frustration with conser-
vation compliance practices within the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service.

Delegates voted to support allowing a higher THC 
level in hemp, giving AFBF staff the flexibility to en-
gage in discussions with regulators about the appro-
priate legal level, and to increase the window of time 
farmers are allowed to conduct THC testing, acknowl-
edging the many questions about how the testing pro-
cess will work and the potential for backlogs. 

New policies are on the books supporting sci-
ence-based climate change research and the docu-
mentation of agriculture’s tremendous advances to-
ward climate-smart practices. Delegates also made 
clear they want federal climate change policy to reflect 
regional variations, and they oppose a state-by-state 
patchwork of climate change policies.   

The Nebraska Farm Bureau 2020 
Leadership Academy class held their 
first meeting in Kearney, Jan. 23-

24. This was the first opportunity for the 
10-member class to meet each other and 
build relationships with fellow classmates. 
(Visit www.nefb.org/leadershipacademy to 
meet this year’s class.)

This session focused on personal de-
velopment, with attendees identifying 
their personal leadership styles by finding 
their strengths. Richard Fagerlin of Peak 
Solutions and author of “Trustology,” led 
a group exercise on how high-achieving 
teams must effectively and successful-
ly trust one another. Dan Shundoff of PPL 
Group led the group through a session on 
how to maximize their strengths using the 
CliftonStrengths Finder.

The group met again Feb. 20-21 in Grand 
Island. The focus of that gathering was to 
familiarize the class with Farm Bureau in 
Nebraska, and how they can become effec-
tive members through leadership in Farm 
Bureau at the county, regional and state 
levels.

The goal of the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Leadership Academy is to cultivate the tal-
ents and strengths of members and con-
nect their passion for agriculture to oppor-
tunities of service within the Farm Bureau 
organization. By developing leadership 
skills, academy members can develop their 
passions and positively impact their local 
communities and the state of Nebraska.

The Leadership Academy will meet again 
March 26-27 in Lincoln.    

Beyond policy changes, delegates also elected 
members to serve on the American Farm 
Bureau Federation Board of Directors 

and on national program 
committees.

AFBF President Zippy 
Duvall and Vice President 
Scott VanderWal were re-
elected to two-year terms.

David Fisher, president 
of New York Farm Bureau 
(Northeast Region); Shawn 
Harding, president of North 
Carolina Farm Bureau 
Federation (Southern 
Region); and Randy Kron, 
Indiana Farm Bureau (Midwest Region), were 
elected to fill one-year terms on the AFBF board. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve Nelson 
was re-elected to another two-year term 
representing the Midwest region on the AFBF 
Board of Directors. He was one of 13 state Farm 
Bureau presidents re-elected to two-year terms 
representing their regions.   

American Farm Bureau 
establishes 2020 priorities

2020 Nebraska Farm Bureau Leadership 
Academy  members identify leadership style

Leadership Academy 
members aren’t dancing 
to the “YMCA” song, 
but did participate in 
an X – Y exercise with 
Richard Fagerlin of Peak 
Solutions. Pictured from 
left are Austin Sis of 
Red Willow County, Josh 
England of Hall County, 
Danel Hasart of Cherry 
County, Jeff Schuerman 
of Boyd County, Connie 
Brott of Hayes County 
and Mike Nelson of 
Chase County. 

NEFB President 
Steve Nelson 
Re-Elected to 
the AFBF Board 
of Directors

Jeff Schuerman 
(left) and Daniel 
Hasart discuss their 
strengths during 
Dan Shundoff’s 
CliftonStrengths 
Finder session 
in Kearney.  
Leadership Academy 
participants learned 
how to maximize 
their strengths 
and apply them in 
leadership.

Steve Nelson
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U.S. Representatives for Nebraska’s 2nd and 3rd 
Congressional District, Don Bacon of Omaha and 
Adrian Smith of Gering, each have been designated 

a “Friend of Agriculture” by NEFB-PAC, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau’s political action committee. Bacon and Smith, 
who are both seeking re-election to the House, received 
the designation based on their work on several policy 
issues of high priority to Nebraska farmers and ranchers, 
according to Nebraska Farm Bureau First Vice President 
Mark McHargue, who chairs the NEFB-PAC. 

“Congressman Bacon clearly understands the im-
portance of agriculture to our state’s economy and has 
demonstrated that time and again. Despite having a 
largely urban district, he’s made every effort to serve all 
his constituents, including farm families,” said McHar-
gue. “Serving in a leadership position on the House 
Ways and Means Committee, Congressman Smith has 
given Nebraska’s farm and ranch families an influential 
voice in tax, trade and health care issues, all important 
to our members. Whether in Washington, D.C., or here 

at home, both men consistently go out of their way to 
meet with our members to keep on top of the issues that 
matter to them.” 

Rep. Bacon
As a member of the House Agricul-

ture Committee, Bacon was instru-
mental in helping craft the 2018 Farm 
Bill that protected critical farm pro-
grams such as crop insurance, con-
servation programs, trade promotion 
programs and agriculture research. 
Bacon has also demonstrated support 
for Nebraska’s livestock sector by ad-
vocating for mandatory funding in the Farm Bill for the 
National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response 
Program to help address livestock disease issues. 

Bacon has also been an ardent supporter of expanding 
markets for Nebraska agriculture products into the in-
ternational marketplace, offering strong support for the 

passage of the United States–Mexico–Canada Agree-
ment (USMCA).

“We are fortunate to have Congressman Bacon work-
ing in Washington, D.C., and we thank him not only for 
supporting farm and ranch families, but for helping give 
them a voice on key issues. We are pleased to designate 
him as a ‘Friend of Agriculture’ as he seeks re-election 
to represent the 2nd District,” said McHargue.

Rep. Smith
On the House Ways and Means 

Committee, Smith played an in-
strumental role in delivering the 
first major revisions to the federal 
tax code in more than 30 years. As a 
part of that effort, he helped ensure 
Nebraska farmers and ranchers can 
continue to fully deduct their prop-
erty taxes on their federal tax return.

McHargue said Smith also received 

Congressmen Smith and Bacon earn Nebraska 
Farm Bureau ‘Friend of Agriculture’ designation

the designation based on his ongoing ef-
forts to increase access for U.S. agricul-
ture products into global markets, in-
cluding directly representing agriculture 
during the renegotiation of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement; newly 
approved as USMCA.

“With one out of every three U.S. farm 
acres planted for export and rough-
ly 31 percent of U.S. gross farm income 
coming directly from exports to foreign 
countries, international trade is critical 
to farmers and ranchers. Congressman 
Smith understands that and has cham-
pioned efforts to grow markets for our 
agriculture products,” said McHargue. 

Smith also championed efforts to re-
duce unwarranted regulations on Ne-
braska farmers and ranchers that need-
lessly increase the cost of doing business, 
in addition to supporting the Renewable 
Fuels Standard (RFS). 

“Today we have a new Clean Water 
Rule that works for the environment and 
for farmers and ranchers. That wouldn’t 
have happened without Smith’s efforts to 
stop the 2015 ‘Waters of the U.S.’ Rule,” 
said McHargue. 

McHargue said Smith has also been a 
staunch supporter of renewable fuels and 
pushed the Environmental Protection 
Agency to do the right thing in meeting 
biofuel blend levels as directed by Con-
gress. 

“We appreciate what Congressmen 
Bacon and Smith have done to serve Ne-
braska’s farm and ranch families and are 
proud to count them among those re-
ceiving our ‘Friend of Agriculture’ desig-
nation,” said McHargue.   

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Congressman 
Don Bacon

pinterest.com/nefarmb

STAY CONNECTED:
facebook.com/
Nebraska.Farm.Bureau

@NEFarmBureau

youtube.com/
nebraskafarmbureau

nefarmbureau

flickr.com/photos/
nefarmbureau
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BROADBAND
LB 992, LB 996 (Expanding 
Broadband)

Hamilton County Farm Bureau member 
Zach Hunnicutt provided Nebraska Farm 
Bureau’s testimony in support of LB 992. 
Introduced by Sen. Curt Friesen of Hen-
derson, the bill would implement several 
provisions recommended by the Nebraska 
Rural Broadband Task Force. NEFB also 
supports LB 996, introduced by Senator 
Tom Brandt, which seeks to ensure Ne-
braska is accurately represented in federal 
broadband grant programs. LB 996 was 
advanced to the second round of debate 
by a vote of 37-0. 

CROPS
LB 1152 (Industrial Hemp Rules)

A bill harmonizing federal and state reg-
ulations as they relate to industrial hemp 
production has NEFB’s support. Sen. Steve 
Halloran of Hastings introduced LB 1152 on 
behalf of the Nebraska Department of Agri-
culture. In testimony, NEFB did share con-
cerns outlined by the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation in its comments to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture regarding its 
Interim Final Regulations on Establishment 
of a Domestic Hemp Production Program.

LIVESTOCK
LB 1174 (State Electrical Act)

Farm Bureau is supporting a bill tar-
geted to helping those expanding their 
livestock farms. Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
introduced LB 1174 to add certain licenses 
under the State Electrical Act. The goal of 
the bill is to address a restrictive licensing 
requirement which dramatically increas-
es costs of building construction without 
enhancing the safety or structural integ-
rity of livestock and other buildings.

TAXES
LB 1070 (Sales Tax Exemption Ag 
Machinery/Equipment)

Header trailers and head haulers would 
qualify for the sales tax exemption on ag-
ricultural machinery and equipment under 
a bill backed by Nebraska Farm Bureau. 
Sen. Dave Murman of Glenvil introduced 
LB 1070 in response to the Nebraska De-

partment of Revenue failing to recognize 
those items as qualifying for the state’s 
sales tax exemption on purchases and 
leases of depreciable agriculture machin-
ery and equipment. The bill has advanced 
to General File with an amendment to add 
seed tenders to the bill.

LB 1193 (Eliminating Special 
Elections)

Nebraska Farm Bureau is supporting a 
bill that would end special elections for 
issuing bonds, imposing or increasing a 
property tax levy, or exceeding property 
tax levy limitations. Introduced by Sen. 
Lou Ann Linehan, LB 1193 would require 
votes of that nature to only occur during 
statewide primary or general elections.

NATURAL RESOURCES
LB 802 (Water Rights)

Harlan County Farm Bureau President 
Doug Winz offered Farm Bureau’s sup-
portive testimony for LB 802. Sen. Dan 
Hughes of Venango introduced the bill 
on behalf of Farm Bureau and other agri-
culture groups to codify the common law 
principle that the right to use groundwa-
ter is attached to ownership of the over-
lying land. In December, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau members adopted policy support-
ing this principle, due to concerns about 
separating water rights from land in Ne-
braska, as well as concerns about opening 
the door for Nebraska water resources to 
be used by out-of-state interests in the 
future.  

TRANSPORTATION
LB 931 (Overweight Permit 
Exemption)

Adams County Farm Bureau member 
and Nebraska Farm Bureau State Board 
member Lance Atwater offered Nebraska 
Farm Bureau’s testimony in support of LB 
931. Introduced by Sen. Steve Halloran of 
Hastings, the bill seeks to further clarify 
the parameters of Nebraska’s overweight 
harvest permit exemption for farmers. 
The bill specifically clarifies the exemp-
tion from having to obtain an overweight 
permit would apply to the hauling of com-
modities from “storage” to market.   

Nebraska Farm Bureau has thrown 
its full support behind a legislative 
bill that would provide significant 

property tax relief and start Nebraska 
down the path of reforming K-12 school 
funding. Introduced by the Chair of the 
Legislature’s Revenue Committee, Sen. 
Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, and other 
members of the Committee, LB 974 
would allocate additional state aid dollars 
to replace local property taxes, in turn 
lowering Nebraskans’ property tax bills. 
The legislation would direct an additional 
$490 million in state aid to K-12 schools, 
while delivering an estimated $336 
million in property tax relief when fully 
implemented.

“All property taxpayers will benefit under 

LB 974 as we estimate statewide property 
tax collections would drop by more than 
8 percent,” said Bruce Rieker, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau vice president of Government 
Relations. “Equally important is the tax 
relief the bill would provide to agricultur-
al landowners who’ve seen the biggest tax 
increases. We project agricultural land-
owners could see an 11 percent reduction in 
land taxes when compared to taxes levied 
in 2019. When you combine the new relief 
with that of the state’s Property Tax Credit 
Fund, ag landowners could see up to a 22 
percent reduction in their land taxes.”

In addition to providing significant tax 
relief, the bill incorporates both foun-
dation aid and basic funding provisions 
ensuring the state of Nebraska provides 

Legislative Round-Up

Property Tax Relief Bill working through legislature
some state dollars to help cover edu-
cation costs for every K-12 student, re-
gardless of where they live. Today, most 
rural schools receive little to no state 
equalization dollars.

“We believe the state has a responsi-
bility to help fund the education of every 
student, regardless of where they live. LB 
974 starts to address this long-standing 
inequity in the way we treat our students 
and our schools,” said Rieker.

Despite the fact every school will get 
more state aid, the bill has faced oppo-
sition from schools due to provisions 
that would collectively limit Nebraska 
schools’ tax asking ability by 1.5 percent.

“The property tax relief provided by the 
bill is substantial, while the limitation on 
tax asking for schools is minimal and not 
without a release valve. Any school that 
experiences a reduction in their ability to 
levy property taxes will continue to have 
the option of replacing those funds by 
asking voters to override their local levy,” 
said Rieker.

As of this writing, (Feb. 20) LB 974 
has gone through the first three hours 
of first-round floor debate. In order for 
the bill to be given more floor time, Sen. 
Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who chairs 

the Legislature’s Revenue Committee, 
will need to show 33 votes for cloture, 
which would end a filibuster of the bill 
and allow the body to vote on advancing 
the measure.

“This is an important bill for Nebras-
ka. The fate of LB 974 is interconnected 
to several other high-dollar legislative 
proposals awaiting action this session,” 
said Rieker.

The 2019 session ended with lawmakers 
failing to reach a deal to deliver proper-
ty tax relief. As a result, a reauthorization 
of Nebraska’s business incentives, which 
are set to sunset this year, also failed to 
cross the finish line. Many rural senators 
have indicated that property tax relief and 
business incentives are linked, and that 
property tax relief must be addressed first. 
In addition, the University of Nebraska is 
seeking $300 million from the state for a 
new facility at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center, which may also be at risk 
without significant action by the Legisla-
ture to deliver property tax relief.

“It’s time for the Legislature to de-
liver on property tax relief. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau is doing everything we can 
to help make sure that happens,” said 
Rieker.   

The Nebraska Legislature kicked off its 60-day Legislative Session Jan. 8. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau’s been hard a work representing the interests of farm and ranch 
families since the opening gavel. While property tax relief has been the top 

priority, Farm Bureau has engaged on numerous other issues. The following are a small 
sample of the bills Farm Bureau is following. For a complete listing, check out Nebraska 
Farm Bureau’s Bill Summary online at nefb.org. 
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Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve 
Nelson proudly carries the Nebraska flag 
during the opening ceremonies of the 
AFBF Convention.

Brady Revels, Douglas County Farm Bu-
reau member, made it to the “Sweet Six-
teen” round of the AFBF Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Discussion Meet competi-
tion. Congratulations on a great showing! 

Tyler, Alysha Ramsey and their young daugh-
ter, Willow, made the trip to Austin to attend 
the AFBF Convention. The trio was excited to 
see President Trump and happy to represent 
Nebraska as the state’s YF&R Achievement 
Award winners.

Tiffany and Kyle Lechtenberg of Boyd Coun-
ty Farm Bureau serve on the American Farm 
Bureau YF&R Committee and attended the Ne-
braska dinner at the AFBF Convention. 

Nebraska’s voting delegates to the AFBF Annual 
Meeting discuss resolutions before the delegate ses-
sion begins Jan. 14 in Austin, Texas. Pictured from 
left are Steve Nelson, NEFB president; Mark McHar-
gue, first vice president; Kevin Peterson, board mem-
ber Central Region; and Katie Olson, board member 
North Central Region.

Randy and BrenDee Reinke of Antelope County Farm 
Bureau represented Nebraska as the Excellence in Ag 
award winners from Nebraska. They received their 
award during the AFBF Convention in Austin, Texas.

AFBF Convention Austin, Texas Jan. 10-14

Sarah Bomark, southwest region 
representative on the Promotion 
and Education (P&E) Committee, 

gives a child a high five during 
an agricultural fun night at the 

Kearney Area Children’s Museum. 
The NEFB Foundation sponsored 

the event and the State P&E 
Committee members hosted fun 
activities at the museum Feb. 20.

The NEFB Promotion and Education Committee gathered in Kearney, 
along with new committee members appointed in December, to dis-
cuss future plans for committee activities. Pictured from left are Sarah 
Bomark, Lincoln; Andra Smith, Holt; Dawn Kucera, Madison; Paula Peter-
son, Lancaster; Lisa Lunz, chair, Dixon; Hilary Maricle, P&E representa-
tive on the NEFB Board, Boone; Brooke Engelman, Jefferson; and Julie 
Wilke, Platte. Not pictured: Natasha Schumacher, Box Butte.

Promotion and 
Education Committee 
at the Kearney Area 
Children’s Museum



NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2020 YF&R CONFERENCE 9

The 2020 Young Farmers and 
Ranchers (YF&R) Conference was 
held Jan. 31-Feb. 1 at the Younes 

Conference Center in Kearney. More 
than 190 young farmers, ranchers and 
agribusiness professionals came together 
to get insight into agriculture trends, 
gain knowledge on leading issues facing 
farmers and ranchers in Nebraska, 
and build a strong network of lifelong 
allies needed to thrive in agriculture. 
This year’s conference was presented 
by Nebraska Farm Bureau and Aurora 
Cooperative. 

“Making a difference is what young 
farmers, ranchers and agribusiness pro-
fessionals believe is critically important 
for our future and the future of Nebras-
ka,” said Jason Perdue, YF&R Committee 
chairman and York County Farm Bureau 
member. “Not just at the local or state 

level in Nebraska, but even at the na-
tional level, our voices and efforts really 
matter. Just as essential is the opportuni-
ty to encourage one another and invest in 
each other’s lives as allies in a network of 
young producers tackling the challenges 
ahead together.”

For nearly four decades, the YF&R 
Conference has been a great way for 
young farmers and ranchers in Ne-
braska to network and share ideas. This 
year’s conference offered local tours, in-
novative breakout sessions, an inspiring 
keynote speaker, a discussion meet con-
test and mystery dinner theatre enter-
tainment. Congressmen Don Bacon and 
Adrian Smith attended and were rec-
ognized as Nebraska Farm Bureau-Po-
litical Action Committee (NEFB-PAC) 
“Friends of Agriculture.”

Tours of local agribusinesses included 

stops at CSS Farms, Cash-Wa Distributing, 
Nebraska Star Beef and Lucky Beef Jerky, 
Sandhill Plastics and Thunderhead Brew-
ery. Keynote speaker V.J. Smith inspired 
attendees to treat others with dignity, 
kindness and respect through telling the 
life story of a cashier from his hometown. 
Breakout sessions covered topics about 
soil health, grain marketing, how to deal 
with farm stress, telling your agriculture 
story, the business of farming, drones in 
agriculture, how to market yourself and 
the Food in the Field nutrition plan.

Seventeen young leaders competed 
in the YF&R Discussion Meet, develop-
ing solutions to current and future is-
sues facing agriculture. Finalists from 
this conference will compete in Kearney 
in December for a chance to represent 
Nebraska at the American Farm Bureau 
Discussion Meet competition in San Di-

ego in January 2021. Lance Atwater of 
Ayr, Amy Musgrave of Ong, Alec Ibach of 
Kearney and Karah Perdue of York were 
named finalists, while Sean Krebs of 
Clearwater and Tyler Ramsey of Kenesaw 
were named alternates.

As part of their belief that they make 
an impact in their counties, attendees 
raised over $1,000 to support Nebras-
ka foster care kids and their families 
through Compass Nebraska, a non-profit 
organization, during the YF&R Cornhole 
Tournament.

“The Nebraska Farm Bureau YF&R pro-
gram helps young people in agriculture 
follow their passion and grow as leaders. 
The program allows for diverse opportu-
nities and demonstrates the importance 
of the role young leaders can play in ag-
riculture,” said Audrey Schipporeit, NEFB 
director of generational engagement.    

Nebraska Farm Bureau Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Conference inspires leaders

Adam and Kaylyn Veneicher of Pierce County enjoyed one of the 
many informative breakout sessions offered at the conference. 

YF&R Conference keynote speaker V.J. 
Smith explains that you don’t need 
money, power or a title to make a dif-
ference, you just need to care.  

Laine Clarke and Heath Fink of Custer 
County won the cornhole tournament 
at the Young Farmers and Ranchers 
conference in Kearney. 

Nick and Angie Monnier of Lancaster 
County checked out one of the prod-
ucts of Lucky Beef Jerky and Nebraska 
Star Beef during a tour on Jan. 31. The 
conference offered tours to several ag-
ricultural and manufacturing compa-
nies around the Kearney area. 

Thunderhead Brewery in Kearney was one of five 
tours at the YF&R Conference this year at the Holiday 
Inn in Kearney.

Gavin Kenney, Buffalo County (left), and Alec and 
Meredith Ibach of Dawson County enjoy the mes-
sage of keynote speaker V.J. Smith.

Conference attendees had fun inves-
tigating and solving a fictional murder 
mystery Saturday night after dinner. 

Nebraska Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers Discussion 
Meet finalists and alternates, L-R: Karah Perdue, York County; 
Amy Musgrave, Clay County; Lance Atwater, Adams/Webster 
County; Sean Krebs, Antelope County; Tyler Ramsey, Adams/
Webster County; Alec Ibach, Buffalo County. 
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation selected 
Arlys Cupp as the 2020 Nebraska Agriculture in the 
Classroom Teacher of the Year. The Teacher of the 

Year is awarded to outstanding teachers who incorporate 
agriculture into their classrooms through innovative 
ideas and lessons.

Arlys Cupp, a second-grade teacher at Chase County 
Schools in Imperial, was honored at a surprise ceremony 
at the school on Jan. 13. 

“The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is pleased to 
honor Arlys Cupp, a teacher who demonstrates a strong 
connection between core classroom learning and agricul-
ture all year in the classroom,” said Courtney Schaardt, 
director of outreach education. “She creatively incorpo-
rates lessons and activities that help students understand 
that agriculture is their source of food, fiber and fuel.”

Cupp has been a teacher in Southwestern Nebraska 
for 35 years. Throughout those years, she has continu-
ously incorporated agriculture into her curriculum. Cupp 
uses many ways to connect learning and agriculture into 
core subject areas like language arts, math, social stud-
ies and science. 

Foundation surprises 2020 Teacher of the Year

AITC
Cupp’s classroom uses Nebraska Ag-

riculture in the Classroom resources to 
help the students learn and understand 
that agriculture is part of their lives every 
day. From the food they eat to the clothes 
they wear, agriculture is all around them. 

One of Cupp’s favorite programs is 
the Ag Pen Pal program. Her classroom 
partners with a rancher in the sandhills 
who has a cattle operation. The class-
room and the pen pal write letters to 
each other throughout the school year. 
Their pen pal shows them the impor-
tance of cattle being produced to feed the 
population, and how crops are produced 
and harvested in our state. 

Ag Pen Pal
“Letter-writing skills are taught 

and improved while the students learn 
about agriculture in Nebraska,” said 
Cupp. “The friendships and relation-
ships developed are personal and create 
a real-life connection to agriculture for 
the students.”

Cupp uses many of the accurate ag-
riculture books that the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation recommends in her 
language arts class. One of her favor-
ites is “First Peas to the Table” by Susan 
Grigsby. Cupp is also involved with 4-H 
and FFA. She has been a 4-H leader for 
26 years and has led projects in the ar-
eas of livestock, vet science, gardening, 
cooking, S.T.E.M. and communications. 
She enjoys watching the children explore 
and excel in agriculture-related areas, 
while challenging them to further their 
knowledge and expand their projects. 

Cupp will receive an expense-paid 
trip to the National Agriculture in the 
Classroom Conference, an accurate ag-
riculture book bundle featuring 12 books 
and corresponding literature guides, 
and a $250 cash prize. The conference, 
held June 23-26 in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
brings educators together from all 
over the United States to learn how to 
use agricultural concepts to effective-
ly teach core subjects such as reading, 
math, science and social studies. The 
conference features recognition for 
Teacher of the Year honorees, educa-
tional workshops, traveling workshops 
to agribusinesses and research facilities 
and farm tours.   
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Mike Nelson, 
Chase County 
Farm Bureau 
president 
(left); Courtney 
Schaardt, director 
of outreach 
education at 
the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau 
Foundation; Arlys 
Cupp, teacher, 
Chase County 
Schools; Rob 
Hartman, Chase 
County Farm 
Bureau board 
member; Heidi 
Pieper, Southwest 
regional manager 
at Nebraska  
Farm Bureau.
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Ashley McClinton joined 
the Foundation team as 
Administrative Coordinator 

in January after relocating to 
Lincoln in November! 

Ashley was 
born and raised 
on the bayou in 
Louisiana. She 
holds a BA in 
Theatre from 
Centenary Col-
lege of Louisi-
ana and an MFA 
in Stage Man-
agement from 
the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. 

After working for various the-
atre companies throughout the 
U.S., she settled in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
for 10 years. While in Pittsburgh, 
she held various administrative 
and project management posi-
tions at non-profit organizations 
and in higher education. 

Along with being the first point-
of-contact for the foundation, 
Ashley manages the Ag Pen Pal 
Program, Foundation scholarships 
and special events. 

Ashley enjoys spending time 
with her husband, John, a Farm 
Bill biologist, and their two Ger-
man Shorthaired Pointers. She 
loves cooking, college football 
(Geaux Tigers!), and running a 
small embroidery business from 
her home.

Reach Ashley at (402) 421-4747 
or ashleym@nefb.org.   

A third-grade teacher at 
Highland Elementary in 
Omaha and 2017 Nebraska 

Agriculture in the Classroom 
Teacher of the Year recipient, 
Matthew Koth, has been awarded 
the White-Reinhardt scholarship 
from the American Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture. 
The scholarship is awarded to 
teachers who show outstanding 
agricultural literacy efforts. With 
the scholarship, Matt will attend 
the 2020 National Agriculture in 
the Classroom Conference in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.   

Welcome, 
Ashley 
McClinton!

Congratulations, 
Matthew Koth!

Scholarships & Awards
Applications are now being accepted

Ashley McClinton

Matthew Koth

There are many county Farm Bureau scholarships available now! If your  
county Farm Bureau has a scholarship that they would like posted on our website,  
please contact the Foundation at foundationforag@nefb.org or (402) 421-4747.

Learn more and apply online at www.nefbfoundation.org   

Collegiate Farm Bureau Scholarship – Due March 31
Hall County Farm Bureau Scholarship – Due March 31

Kenneth E. Schwartz Memorial Farm Bureau Fund – Due March 31
Nebraska Agricultural Education Student Teaching Scholarship – Due April 24

Student Project Grants – Due May 1



The winner of the 2020 Farm 
Bureau Farm Dog of the Year 
award is Flint, an Australian 

shepherd owned by Utah Farm Bureau 
members Rhett and Beth Crandall. The 
American Farm Bureau Federation, 
with support from Nestlé Purina, 
recognized Flint, four runners-up and 
a People’s Choice Pup at AFBF’s 101st 
Annual Convention. Nebraskan David 
Schuler of Morrill County Farm Bureau 
and his dog, Josie, were a runners-up in 
the contest. 

“It is great to see interest in this 
award grow in just a few years to be-
come a great point of connection with 
the public,” said AFBF President Zippy 
Duvall. “We celebrate the important 
role dogs play on farms and ranch-
es. Their stories inspire people on and 
off the farm, providing a glimpse into 
farm life for some. Farm dogs are loyal 
work partners that enhance the lives of 
farm families.”

The contest celebrates farm dogs 
that work alongside farmers and 
ranchers to produce nutritious food for 

families and their pets across Amer-
ica. It caught the attention of more 
than 100,000 social media followers 
who voted, commented, shared or 
liked their favorite dog.

Flint, the grand prize winner, is 11 
years old and has been part of Beth’s 
family since she was a teenager. Flint 
became an accomplished and passion-
ate working dog at the age of 7, rela-
tively late in life. Herding beef cattle 
and other livestock is Flint’s primary 
responsibility on the ranch. He’s also 
certified through the Canine Good Cit-
izen program and spends time lifting 
the spirits of residents at senior centers 
with his gentle presence.

“When moving livestock on the 
ranch, it’s very important to have a 
well-trained dog that’s bred to do this 
type of work,” Beth emphasized. 

Purina donated prizes for the contest 
again this year. This included $5,000 
in prize money, a trophy plate, a year’s 
worth of Purina dog food and other 
Purina products for Flint. The company 
has been a leader in pet care for more 

than 90 years.
Four runners-up in the contest will 

each receive $1,000 in prize money, 
a trophy plate and Purina products. 
They are:
l  Sue, owned by Alabama Farmers 

Federation members Phil and Kim Slay;
l  Smurf, owned by Georgia Farm 

Bureau member Zach Floyd; 
l  Joker, owned by Kansas Farm Bu-

reau member Janell Harman; and
l  Josie, owned by Nebraska Farm 

Bureau member David Schuler.
A panel of judges with expertise in 

the pet care industry, veterinary med-
icine and communications reviewed 80 
nominations to select the Farm Dog of 
the Year.

Dogs were judged based on their 
helpfulness to the farmer and his or her 
family, playfulness, and their role in 
making life better on and off the farm. 
Farm Bureau members submitted 
written responses to questions, photos 
and video clips to nominate their dogs.

Learn more about the contest at 
http://fb.org/2020farmdog.   

Morrill County Farm Bureau member David Schuler 
is runner-up at AFBF’s Farm Dog of the Year Contest

To help county Farm 
Bureaus celebrate 
National Agriculture 

Week, March 22-28, staff from 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation and Nebraska Farm 
Bureau, compiled a resource 
kit that will make Ag Week 
planning and promotion easy.

The kit includes a list of ideas 
counties can use to celebrate Ag 
Week in their communities.

Download:
l  Bookmarks with agriculture 

facts for local schools or 
libraries 
l  Placemats for use at local 

restaurants (Youth & Adult)
l  Coloring pages for coloring 

contests
l  Suggested activities
l  Social media posts. and
l  A customized newspaper ad

Download the resource kit 
online at: www.nefbfoundation.
org/agweek.

Let us know how your using 
the Ag Week materials!

We would like to highlight your 
county activities in the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau News. Please 
email us a picture along with 
a description of your activities. 
You can email your photo(s) and 
information to Kylee Planer at 
kyleep@nefb.org.   

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®
Together we’ll create a plan to protect what matters most to you.
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representative of FBL Marketing Services, LLC or an investment adviser representative with FBL Wealth Management, LLC to discuss securities products. Individual must be released by FBL Wealth Management, LLC to 
offer advisory services. Individual must be licensed with issuing company to offer insurance products. +Affiliates. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services. M199 (12-19)
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It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®
Together we’ll create a plan to protect what matters most to you.
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ALMA
SARENA TALARICO

308-928-2232

CENTRAL CITY
SHANNON HANNAPPEL

308-946-3893

HEBRON
NATE CASEY
402-768-6218

IMPERIAL
DUSTIN WEISS
888-625-6698

NORTH PLATTE
JAY ENGEL

308-534-9694

OMAHA
RON RANDALL
402-390-1076

PAPILLION
JOE RICKLEY
402-932-0322

WILBER
SCOTT WOITALEWICZ

402-821-2157

David Schuler and his dog, Josie, were 
runners-up in the American Farm Bureau 
2020 Farm Dog of the Year Contest. Schul-
er is a Morrill County Farm Bureau mem-
ber. Photo courtesy the Schuler family.
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There are undeniably challenges 
in the cattle industry. Rancher 
Chester Smith raises cattle 

with his brother George near Elsmere. 
Chester has been ranching full-time 
since he graduated college eight years 
ago. As a young rancher, he is looking to 
stay informed on new marketing trends 
to better market his cattle. He was eager 
to attend a Cow/Calf Symposium, held 
Jan. 7 in Stapleton and sponsored by 
the Logan and McPherson County Farm 
Bureaus.

“We need to stay informed as young 
people to know what’s going on in the 
cattle markets. We have different chal-
lenges than the more established rancher 
in the sandhills. The younger genera-
tion just needs to stay informed on what 
options are available, marketing trends 
especially in the cattle markets,” said 
Smith, the president of the Blaine County 
Farm Bureau.

The event was well attended, with 
more than 65 farmers and ranchers 
gaining some extra knowledge as beef 
and rangeland experts from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska discussed new cattle 
management options, renewed concepts 
surrounding risk management and cat-
tle marketing strategies. Plus, there was 
a great discussion on value-added infor-
mation and new technologies for Range-
land Management.

Cow/Calf
“This is the cow/calf capital of the 

world. I mean there’s more cow/calves 
here than anywhere else, and we wanted 
to offer ranchers a forum where they stay 
updated on marketing strategies and of-
fer an event that helps them make good 
economic decisions,” said Matt Fiech-
tner, McPherson County Farm Bureau 
president.

According to Mitch Stephenson, assis-
tant professor of Range and Forage Sci-
ence for the University of Nebraska at the 
Panhandle Extension Center in Scotts-
bluff, technology and data are king in the 
future of marketing cattle and managing 
rangeland. 

“Tracking technology, like cow fitbits, 
can be used on a subset of our animals to 
really get a good idea of how they’re uti-
lizing a pasture. It can also help us make 
decisions on fencing those pastures, 
adding additional water, those types of 
things to get a better use across that pas-
ture. I think this GPS technology is be-
coming more affordable and becoming 
more and more commercially available. 
Farmers and ranchers need to put pencil 
to paper to see how this type of technol-
ogy can save on their bottom lines,” Ste-
phenson said.

Flexibility
Travis Mulliniks, assistant professor 

in Range Cow Production systems for 
the University of Nebraska West Central 
Research and Extension Center in North 
Platte, spoke about flexibility. He said 
farmers may prepare for a drought but 
end up with a wet winter, making flexi-
bility important in managing a beef cat-
tle herd. 

“The best outcome for your cow’s per-
formance depends on the choices you 
make for feed. Some guys have a lot of 
different available feedstuffs. Everyone is 
different, but you have to figure out how 
to deal with those challenges on a one-

to-one basis,” Mulliniks said.
Jan Frenzen of IMI Global offered her 

expertise on value-added marketing of 
cattle, verifying cattle and being sustain-
able for the future.  

“Whether we in agriculture like it or 
not, consumers want to know more about 
where their food comes from,” Frenzen 
said. “And so, we need to be ready to tell 
our story. And having your livestock ver-
ified is just one way to show consumers 
that you are doing things in the right 
way, that you care about what you’re do-
ing, and consumers are willing to pay for 
that information.” 

Elliott Dennis, assistant professor in 
Livestock Marketing at the University of 

Nebraska Lincoln, talked about exports 
and incorporating risk management into 
production practices.

“This past year is a good example of 
the need to find some tools to manage 
price risk,” he said. “We saw the cash 
market and the futures market all over 
the place. The price movements due to 
delayed planting and the Holcomb fire 
are shocks to the industry. Pricing tools 
can take away the price risk for manage-
able basis risk.” 

“Options and Livestock Risk Protec-
tion are two relatively straightforward 
tools to protect downside price risk, 
but still allow producers to ride upward 
price movements. Beef export demand 

is skyrocketing. Producers that have ex-
port-eligible cattle should see premiums 
at the sale barn and at the packing plant. 
Japan is once again buying beef from the 
U.S., so we need to capitalize on our abili-
ty to raise quality cuts for our Asian buy-
ers,” Dennis said. 

This was the first year for the Cow/Calf 
Symposium, and it is expected to become 
an annual event. 

“When you can’t control your input 
cost and you can’t control your output 
costs, we want to be able to offer addi-
tional ideas and create an atmosphere 
where producers can exchange ideas to 
help them make good decisions on their 
ranches,” said Fiechtner.   

County Farm Bureaus present Cow/Calf Symposium

Insurance   •   Investments   •   Financial Planning

There are some things a robot can’t do.
Let’s be honest. Only a human can get to know you and your needs.  

That’s why, for eighty years, we’ve built relationships first and plans 

second. Talk to your Farm Bureau agent or visit ALvsAgent.com today. 

And start protecting your future the right way.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Avenue, West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877.860.2904, Member SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA.  +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services  M216 (2-19)

Less of this. More of this. 
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Here are five ways you and your County Farm Bureau can engage in 2020 to help create opportunities for 
Nebraska’s farm and ranch families! Visit www.nefb.org/engage for even more ways to make a difference!

Join FB Act!
Join our advocacy team and help build a larger, stronger voice for agriculture. FB Act 
members play a critical role in communicating to elected officials to ensure they know 
where farmers and ranchers stand on key issues. Visit www.nefb.org/engage or text 
NEFB to 52886 to join.

Legislative Session Kick-Off Webinar - January 29, 7 p.m. (CT)
Join Farm Bureau for a Legislative Session Kick-Off Webinar. We’ll discuss Farm Bureau’s 
policy priorities for the year, talk legislative bills and Farm Bureau’s position on them, as 
well cover how you can help make sure lawmakers do what’s right for agriculture. Visit 
www.nefb.org/engage for more information and to check for future events.

Schedule a Legislative Update Call 
During the 2020 Legislative Session, Nebraska Farm Bureau’s governmental relations 
team is offering to provide a brief legislative update on the latest state and/or national 
issues and answer questions during County Farm Bureau Board of Director meetings. 
Contact Whittney Tiedeman at (402) 421-4760 or at whittneyt@nefb.org to schedule  
a call today.

County Farm Bureau Day at the Capitol
Take your engagement to the next level and bring County Farm Bureau leaders to Lincoln 
for a “Day at the Capitol”. Don’t just watch the legislative process, be a part of it as you 
meet with your state senator, interact with influencers, and represent rural Nebraska. 
Contact Jay Ferris at (402) 421-4409 or jayf@nefb.org for more information.

Burgers, Brats, and Brews – March 24, 5 p.m. (CT)  
The Ferguson House, 700 S. 16th, Lincoln, NE 68508
Join us for food, fun, and conversation as Farm Bureau members and Nebraska’s state 
senators mix in a relaxed setting allowing you the opportunity to get to better know our 
state’s elected leaders. Visit www.nefb.org/engage for more details.

Engage
\ in-ˈgāj \
verb: to do or take part in something, to 
pledge oneself, to come together, to interlock
adjective: committed to or supportive of  
a cause

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
www.nefb.org | (402) 421-4400

®

Dryers

Catwalk and Tower Systems

Material Handling Systems

Caldwell Grain Conditioning

Lemanco Bulk Bin Systems

The Farm Bureau 
Financial Services 
(FBFS) Annual Awards 
Banquet was held 
Feb. 14 in Lincoln. 
NEFB awarded FBFS 
agents for obtaining 
the most Farm Bureau 
memberships in their 
districts. Here are the 
winners, from left: 
Brandon Doke, Tasa 
Paul-Armknecht, 
Phil Hinrichs, Silvia 
Soltero-Zepeda and 
Rich Peters. Not 
pictured are agents 
Don Sterup and  
Troy Perchal.

Join our advocacy 
team and help build  

a larger, stronger  
voice for agriculture. 

FB Act members  
play a critical role  
in communicating  
to elected officials  

to ensure they  
know where farmers 
and ranchers stand  

on key issues. 

To join visit 
www.nefb.org/engage 

or text 
NEFB to 52886 

JOIN 
FB ACT!
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Take your engagement 
to the next level and 
bring County Farm 
Bureau leaders to 

Lincoln for a “Day at 
the Capitol.” Don’t just 
watch the legislative 

process, be a part of it 
as you meet with your  
state senator, interact  

with influencers,  
and represent rural 

Nebraska.

Contact Jay Ferris  
at (402) 421-4409  

or jayf@nefb.org for 
more information.

Powering your everyday,
every day.
When you run a farm, it’s not the sun that 

starts the day. The day starts when duty 

calls. And it goes well into the evening hours. 

For those times, and everything in between, 

we’re there for you. Keeping the lights on 

when there’s no such thing as quitting time.

NPPD.com

Together with your local public power utility.

Nebraska Farm Bureau News - NPPD AD - Junior Page 7.375 x 9
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Powering Nebraskans. Past. Present. Future.
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NEFB members, along with the NEFB State Board members, 
visited with state senators asking support for LB 974, Farm 

Bureau’s top state legislative priority, which would lower 
property taxes and reform K-12 school funding.    

NEFB Day at the Capitol a push for property tax relief

Otoe County Farm Bureau members Duane 
Brewer (left) and Mark Clem talked about 
the importance of passing LB 974 with their 
state senator, Julie Slama of Peru.

LB 974 was the hot topic of discussion Feb. 13. 
NEFB Youth-at-Large Board member Lance At-
water (left) listens to Sen. Myron Dorn of Adams 
and Steve Nelson, NEFB president, talk about 
property tax relief under LB 974. 

Henderson Sen. Curt Friesen (left) talks with 
NEFB First Vice President Mark McHargue about 
the value of LB 974 to farmers and ranchers and 
K-12 schools.

Photos by Tina Henderson.
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It takes a special baler to withstand the tough conditions and tight timeframes of baling cornstalks. 
The Vermeer 605N Cornstalk Special balers are equipped with heavy-duty components to bale through 
tough crop quickly and efficiently. Smart features like an Auto Lube system and optional Inline® ramp 
help prolong machine life and allow you to move bales off the field up to 30 percent faster. 
When it comes to cornstalk baling – get in line.

GET 

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

CROFTON
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-388-4374
www.kaytonint.com

NELIGH
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-887-4118
www.kaytonint.com

SHELTON
OSTERMEYER EQUIPMENT, INC.

308-467-2345
www.ostermeyerequip.com

Don’t roll  
the dice with 
car repairs.

With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop, the claims process is simple:
l  only one estimate needed
l  guaranteed workmanship for as long as you own your vehicle
l   expedited service — the shop has authority to order parts and schedule repairs 

immediately
l  simplified billing — we pay the repair shop directly

Call one of the Preferred Auto
Repair Shops below or visit
fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
for a complete list in your area.

PC106 (11-18)
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ASHLAND
THE COLLISION CENTER, INC

402-944-7402

FAIRBURY
MH PAINT AND BODY

402-729-6331

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON AUTO GROUP

308-384-1700
www.andersonautogroup.com

HASTINGS
SEALEY BODY SHOP, INC

402-461-3244

IMPERIAL
HARCHELROAD MOTORS 

COLLISION AND RESTORATION 
CENTER

308-882-2963
www.HarchelroadMotors.com

LINCOLN
EUSTIS BODY SHOP

402-975-2168
www.eustisbodyshop.com

LINCOLN
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT

402-474-4818
www.midtownbodyandpaint.com

LINCOLN
SPEIDELL BODYWORKS INC

402-464-4411
www.speidellbodyworks.com

LINCOLN
TRACYS BODY SHOP

402-441-4820
www.tracysbodyshop.com

NORTH PLATTE
TWIN RIVERS BODY SHOP, LLC

308-532-4411
www.twinriversbodyshop.net

OMAHA
BAXTER AUTO BODY - SOUTH

402-894-2272

OMAHA
DAVES AUTO BODY CO.

402-572-0200
www.davesautobodyco.com

OMAHA
LEVANDERS BODY SHOP

402-339-0606

OMAHA
LUKES AUTO BODY, LLC

402-731-9992

PAPILLION
THORPES BODY SHOP, INC

402-339-4321
www.thorpesbodyshop.com

WILBER
K & G BODYSHOP, INC.

402-821-2644
www.kgbodyshop.com

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

COZAD
AXXENT BUILDINGS LLC
308-784-2575
www.axxentbuildings.com

MC COOL JUNCTION
NEVILLE CONSTRUCTION CO.
402-724-2413
www.nevilleconstruction.com

OAKLAND
ANDERSON STRUCTURES
402-380-1352

OSMOND
ASCHOFF CONSTRUCTION, INC.
866-748-3551
www.aschoffconstruction.com © 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 

are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com

NEW!

COLUMBUS
CORNHUSKER IRRIGATION, INC.

402-563-3382

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION

308-995-8340
www.huskerirrigation.wixsite.com
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Contact:  Carl Jacobson 
(402) 942-5365 • Carl.Jacobson@pigsrus.net 
TheMaschhoffs.com 

Build your business and stability for future generations 
at the same time. Partner with our successful family-
owned pig production company.

• Minimal risk 
•  Better ROI than  

new land purchase
• Earn $50/space or more

•  Available finance program re-
quires minimal down payment

• Production incentives 
• Manure nutrient value

Contact:  Carl Jacobson 
(402) 942-5365 • Carl.Jacobson@pigsrus.net 
TheMaschhoffs.com 

Build your business and stability for future generations 
at the same time. Partner with our successful family-
owned pig production company.

• Minimal risk 
•  Better ROI than  

new land purchase
• Earn $50/space or more

•  Available finance program re-
quires minimal down payment

• Production incentives 
• Manure nutrient value

TOUGH JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE 
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

BOBCAT EQUIPMENT IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO TAKE IT ON.
You’ve got a tough job. And Bobcat® equipment is tough enough to take it on. The 
performance and comfort features of the new M2-Series loaders from Bobcat along with 
the most productive attachments in the industry help you manage the work that has to 
get done, day in and day out.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY  
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the 
United States and various other countries.

TOUGH JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE 
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

BOBCAT EQUIPMENT IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO TAKE IT ON.
You’ve got a tough job. And Bobcat® equipment is tough enough to take it on. The 
performance and comfort features of the new M2-Series loaders from Bobcat along with 
the most productive attachments in the industry help you manage the work that has to 
get done, day in and day out.

CALL US FOR A DEMO AND TRY  
A BOBCAT MACHINE ON YOUR OPERATION.

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the 
United States and various other countries.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

OMAHA
BOBCAT OF OMAHA

402-895-6660
www.bobcat-omaha.com

REPAIR 
FLIGHTING

Call for new super competitive prices
ALL SIZES 3”-30” DIA.
For combines, grain augers, 
mixers, driers, sweeps, etc.

“Factory Direct”

REPLACEMENT
FLIGHTING SUPPLY

BOX 311 • AURORA, NE 68818
(888) 728-0969

Red Willow Chemical
“Quality You Can Trust”

AG CHEMICALS
PRICES BELOW WHOLESALE

(800) 658-4394
for prices and delivery

RED WILLOW Chemical
McCook, NE 69001

www.rwaviation.com

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

Open Pollinated Seed Corn
Out produces hybrid for 

silage & grazing.
$67/bu + S&H

217-857-3377

MARCH 4 - 5 
Wednesday, 9am to 4pm 
& Thursday, 9am to 3pm 

 

 
 
 

CHI Health Center Omaha 

Compare hundreds of the Latest & Best Equipment, Solutions and Ideas 
– All Under One Roof!  In the Center of Farm Country! 

Since 1967, the Triumph of Ag Expo has been  
regarded as one of the finest indoor farm 
shows. Join us for your opportunity before 
spring planting to save time and money,  
improve operations, yields, safety, efficiency 
and find the latest solutions. 

For Exhibit Information: (402) 346-8003    omahafarmandranch.com       

 Drone & Technology 
Demonstrations  

 Chance to win a 
Drone 

2020 SHOW FEATURES: 

 Expanded Educational Sessions 
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Martha Shulski
State Climatologist

Mike Fujan
BigIron Realty

Graham Christensen
GC ReVolt

Michael Shonka
Solar Heat  
and Electric

PLATFORM
• data management (Terriavion, DTN, AgWorld)
• water management (CropMetrics, Agri-Inject)
• seed & soil health (NC+, Cover Crops, Humate)
• crop consulting (Field Check Ups to Full Service Agronomy)

“You can’t manage what you don’t measure”

DDM Agronomics
Dan McKeon owner

15420 24th Road • Odessa, NE 68861
308-530-1462 or 308-440-3788

DDMagronomics@gmail.com • DDMagronomics.com



INTRODUCING NEW HOLLAND’S 
LARGEST COMPACT TRACK LOADER
The NEW C245 Super Boom® 
compact track loader offers the rugged 
construction, power and performance 
needed to excel on the farm, in rental 
yards and on construction sites. With 
4,500-lb rated operating capacity, and 
greater breakout force, the C245 lifts 
more hay bales, hauls heavier pallets,  
and moves bigger boulders so you keep 
ahead of schedule.

Syracuse, NE
330 17th Street
402•269•2310

Follow us:
www.facebook.com/KanEquip/
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farm, in rental yards and on construction sites. With 4,500-lb rated operating capacity, and greater breakout force, the C245 lifts 
more hay bales, hauls heavier pallets, and moves bigger boulders so you keep ahead of schedule.

The power, strength and stability to lift more
–  4,500-lb rated operating capacity @ 50% tipping load (9,000-lb tipping load)
– 90-HP engine @ 2500 RPM
– Long track base of 64.5 inches (17.7-inch wide tracks)
– Low ground pressure of 4.6 psi
–  Strong bucket tip and lift breakout forces of 9,200 lbs and 7,500 lbs

respectively with 78-inch dirt and foundry bucket

Super Boom® vertical lift design 
The C245 is optimized for lift-and-carry operations. The patented New Holland 
Super Boom® vertical lift linkage offers more height and reach, which allows 
operators to load material into the center of high-sided truck boxes or hoppers.

Heavy-duty construction 
The C245 is built with a heavy-duty steel rear door, steel rear hood, and NEW steel 
front work lights with sidelamps, for extra visibility during nighttime operation.

A smooth ride and improved track life 
The low-profile undercarriage design provides an extended track life and a smoother 
ride, by using steel-embedded tracks rolling on the rubber instead of the steel.
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Quality, Service and Value
Wick Buildings has been helping Midwest
farmers, families and businesses by providing
long-lasting, low-maintenance buildings since
1954, that’s over 60 years!

Buildings with quality and value...and
no compromises

800-356-9682
WickBuildings.com

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and 
minerals...
AND underground pipelines.
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility 
companies who will be affected by the excavation. The 
company will respond to your call and mark their facilities in 
your work area. This is a FREE service.
No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and 
Ranchers. No matter if you're deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch 
cleaning or moving heavy loads. Understanding what's 
below ground will help you DIG SAFELY.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!!!

www.commongroundalliance.com
www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness
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LIVESTOCK DIRECTORY

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939 • www.circle-dtrailers.com

• Flatbed Trailers • Livestock Trailers
• Low Profile Equipment Trailers • Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

Circle D Corporation

Portable, All-Steel Shelters

800-882-4884
www.port-a-hut.com 

Each shelter is all steel constructed with heavy, 
galvanized, corrugated steel, reinforcements 
with heavy duty angle iron frames. Sizes from 
14’ to 4’6”.

 Check the web site or call today.
auer Dependable Genetics

Bulls For SaleJ

Moderate frame, maternal bulls for sale.
(712) 253-8710

www.jauerangus.com

Custom Sizes + Economical + Versatile

ADAPTABLE BUILDING CONCEPTS 
FOR ALL YOUR SHELTER NEEDS

Call Us Today! 1-877-257-4311

sales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.comsales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.com

Emu Chicks 
For Sale
Falcon, MO
417-453-6099(H)
402-890-5905(C)

VARILEK CT ANGUS
Annual Bull Sale

Friday, March 27th, 2020
Platte Livestock, Platte SD 1:00

Varilek CT Angus
 1st Breeding Season Guarantee
 Volume Discounts
 Free Delivery up to 250 miles

This sale will be broadcast via 
CattleUSA.com 

Watch/bid online through the 
Platte Livestock Site. 

Visit our website for sale information & pictures 

www.varilekctangus.com 
Selling 

55 Two Year Old Bulls 
Why Use a Two Year Old? 

• More Females Covered  • Less Hassle
• Less Breakdowns

For more information or to request a catalog contact: 
Duke Starr  605-680-3780
Tom Varilek  605-680-1909

Sire Groups Represented 
SAV Resource 1441 • S Open Country 4153

S Summit 3525 • VDAR Hero 1863
Basin Payweight 107S • VA Resource 6097

Mytty Source • Sitz Upward 307R
Sitz Rainmaker 9723 • Connealy Thunder

CAR Justice 0105 

Lot 41 ~ VA Summit 614 son 

Lot 30 ~ Sitz Upward 307R son

Why is our trap revolutionary?

• Teeter Totter Trap resets itself

• No mouse carcass to touch

• No bloody mess to clean up

• Can be used as a non-kill trap to catch and release 

Introducing the Teeter Totter Trap. A better mouse trap.

www.tttrap.com

A Better Mouse TrapAAAAAAA BBBBBBBeeeeeetttttttttttttteeeeeerrrrrr MMMMMMMoooooouuuuuusssssseeeeee TTTTTTTrrrrrraaaaaappppppp

Your cost only $9.95 
+ $5.95 S/H, total $15.90 

Buy 6 for $55.50 
+ $12.50 S/H, total $68.00

To order call 800-333-9110
Bulk discounts available.

Mice Beware!®

Visit us atVisit us at
www.tttrap.comwww.tttrap.com

(Bucket not 
provided)

GOT MICE?GOT MICE?
Try A Better Mouse Trap

Why buy Teeter Totter Trap?
• Teeter Totter Trap resets itself
• No mouse carcass to touch
• No bloody mess to clean up
• Can be used as a non-kill trap to catch and release

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

valleyirrigation.com

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

valleyirrigation.com

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

GRANT
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-352-4242
valleyproirrigation.com

IMPERIAL
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-882-5660
12th St. & Hwy 61

NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-532-0950
1020 Rodeo Rd.

Factory Direct Pricing
I-Beam Steel Building

We Can Erect!
All Sizes Available

1-800-369-3882

Factory Direct Pricing • I-Beam Steel Building
We Can Erect! • All Sizes Available

1-800-369-38821-800-369-3882
www.toplinebuildings.com   •   sales@toplinebuildings.com
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For many patients with macular 
degeneration and other vision
related conditions, the loss  
of central visual detail also 
signals the end to one of the  
last bastions of independence  
driving. Colorado optometrist, 
Dr. Robert Stamm is using 
miniaturized telescopes which 
are mounted in glasses to help 
people who have lost vision  
from macular degeneration and 
other eye conditions. 
 "Some of my patients  
consider me their last chance  
for people who have vision  
loss," said Dr. Stamm, one of 
only a few doctors in the world 
who specializes in fitting bioptic 

A scene as it might be viewed 
by a person with age-related 
macular degeneration

Same scene of rancher as 
viewed by a person without 
macular degeneration

Advanced Technology Allows
Macular Degeneration Patients

To See Again
And Allows Many Low Vision Patients To Drive Again

For more information and to 
schedule an appointment  

today, call: 

Robert Stamm, O.D. 
Low Vision Optometrist  

Member IALVS

www.ColoradoLowVisionDoctor.com ADVERTISEMENTADVERTISEMENT

telescopes to help those  
who have lost vision due to 
macular degeneration, diabetic 
retinopathy, and other eye 
diseases. 
 Imagine a pair of glasses  
that can improve your vision 
enough to change your life. 
Bioptic telescopes may be  
the breakthrough in optical 
technology that will give  
you back your independence. 
Patients with vision in the  
20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50. 
 Bioptic telescopes treat both 
dry and wet forms of macular 
degeneration as well as other 
vision limiting conditions.   

 While there is currently no  
cure, promising research is 
being done on many fronts.  
“My job is to figure out 
everything and anything 
possible to keep a person 
functioning,” says Dr. Stamm 
“Even if it’s driving.” 
“The major benefit of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  
automatically focuses on 
whatever you’re looking at,” 
said Dr. Stamm. “It’s like a  
selffocusing camera, but much 
more precise.”

Toll Free: 
(877) 393-0025

Offices throughout South Dakota, 
Colorado and Nebraska
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DILLON BROTHERS MOTORSPORTS
3848 N HWS CLEVELAND BLVD

OMAHA, NE
DILLONCYCLES.COM

B & B CYCLE INC.
2407 S 13TH ST
NORFOLK, NE

BBCYCLENE.COM

KEARNEY POWERSPORTS
511 2ND AVE S
KEARNEY, NE

KEARNEYPOWERSPORTS.COM

BUDKE POWERSPORTS
695 HALLIGAN DR
NORTH PLATTE, NE

BUDKEPOWERSPORTS.COM

HATS OFF MOTORSPORTS
812 FORT CROOK RD S

BELLEVUE, NE
HATSOFFMOTORSPORTS.COM

MITCHELL EQUIPMENT, LLC.
311 S STATE HIGHWAY 11

ATKINSON, NE
MITCHELLEQUIP.COM

STAR CITY MOTOR SPORTS, INC.
6600 N 27TH ST

LINCOLN, NE
STARCITYMOTORSPORTS.COM

SUPERIOR OUTDOOR POWER CENTER, INC.
1135 E 3RD ST
SUPERIOR, NE

SUPERIOROUTDOORPOWER.COM

JOHNSON’S CYCLE & AUTO, LLC
1700 W 23RD ST

FREMONT, NE
JOHNSONSCYCLE.NET

CELLIS CYCLE CENTER
606 S BELTLINE HWY E

SCOTTSBLUFF, NE
CELLISCYCLE.COM

ROGER’S YAMAHA
207 W MAIN ST

BLOOMFIELD, NE
ROGERSYAMAHA.COM

*Maximum discount is based on purchase of a 2019 YXZ1000R SS SE.  Actual discount is 10% off MSRP of each unit and any accessories purchase at time of original unit sale. Units on this program are not eligible 
for any other retail incentive programs. Retail period: June 4, 2019 through June 30, 2020. Eligible models: 2017 – 2020 motorcycle (excluding YZF-R1 & VMAX), all scooters, ATVs (excluding youth models), 
all SxS models and all snowmobiles. Active business license is required to receive the discount. ATV Riders: ATVs shown are recommended for use only by riders age 16 years and older. Yamaha recommends 
that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. Read the Owner’s Manual and the product warning 
labels before operation. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers.  Side-by-Side Riders: Professional driver on closed course. 
Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Read the owner’s manual and product warning labels before operation. Model shown with optional 
accessories. Vehicle specifications subject to change. ATV and Side-by-Side Riders: Avoid excessive speeds and never engage in stunt riding. Always avoid paved surfaces and never ride on public roads and 
be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Never ride under the influence of alcohol or other drugs; it is illegal and dangerous. Model shown with optional accessories. Vehicle specifications subject to change.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL YAMAHA DEALER TO DISCOVER  
THE FULL-LINE OF REAL WORLD TOUGH ATVS AND SIDE-BY-SIDES

YOUR HARDEST WORKING FARMHAND
Any size job, any size crew, get it done with a Real World Tough Yamaha ATV or Side-by-Side

FARMERS 
SAVE 
UP TO 

$2,169*

ATTENTION AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS!  SAVE 10% OFF MSRP ON YOUR ATV OR SIDE-BY-SIDE 
PURCHASE, INCLUDING ACCESSORIES THROUGH THE YAMAHA COMMERCIAL PROGRAM.

10% OFF YAMAHA ADULT SIZE ATVS AND SXS MODELS*

VIKING EPS 

GRIZZLY EPS & KODIAK 700 EPS YXZ1000R SS XTR WOLVERINE X2 R-SPEC SE
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Free Want 
Ads for 
Farm Bureau 
Members
Farm Bureau members may submit one free Want 
Ad per month. If there is more than one category 
mentioned with the Want Ad, we will split it into 
multiple categories, but it must be a combined 
total of 30 words or less. Ads are used on a space-
available basis, subject to approval. Ads exclude 
real property (permanent structures) such as 
homes, farms, ranches and businesses. Selling 
crops or herds of livestock also is excluded. Send 
ads to Want Ads, c/o Kylee Planer, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau News, P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501 or 
email kyleep@nefb.org. If you would like to rerun 
your ad, you must resubmit. Previously submitted 
ads will not be kept on file. Deadline is the 10th 
of February, April, June, August, October and 
December. The Want Ad form can be found on our 
members website (www.nefb.org/members), login 
and click on NEWS and then submit a Want Ad.

WANT ADS
Farm Equipment
FOR SALE: Hay feeder on rubber; Int “C” with Kosch 
7’ mower; Shadle sickle grinder.  Call (308) 582-4470 
(Lincoln County)
FOR SALE: Krause 22 ft. tandem disc with mulcher, 
$10,500. Call (402) 821-2613. (Saline County)
FOR SALE: Mirafont waterers; cement feed banks 
grates; 8 inch posts. Call (402) 216-1761. (Sarpy 
County)
FOR SALE: 77’ Oliver tractor, $2,000; Oliver cletrac 
tractor, $2,000; Seed Hopper, $400; Woods bat wing 
mower, new blades, $1,800; Electric scissors lift, 
$450; FS Perkins machine tool lathe, $500. Call (402) 
635-2372. (Dixon County)
FOR SALE: 2009 CaseIH 6088 3073 Eng 2119 Sep 
hours, field tracker, rock trap, 2 spd hyd, rear wheel 
assist, excellent condition, heads available if 
interested. Call (402) 239-8036. (Lancaster County)

VEHICLES:
FOR SALE: 1960 Ranchero Ford (Falcon) pickup, 
re-done, beautiful! $15,000. Call Bill, (402) 771-2401. 
(Adams County)
FOR SALE: Red Corvette, call for more info. Call Brad, 
(308) 539-3040. (Custer County)
FOR SALE: 1983 Chevy truck, 427 motor, 20’ box, 52” 
high, steel box, mileage 30,251, $10,000. Call, (308) 
569-2580. (Frontier County)

FOR SALE: 1980 GMC Brigadier tandem truck with 20 
ft. Scott box and H.D. hoist and steerable axle, motor 
stick. Call (402) 821-2613. (Saline County)
FOR SALE: Dodge pickup, 1991 with Cumins engine 
with transfer case and transmission, $3,000. Call 
(402) 635-2372. (Dixon County)

MISC
FOR SALE: Sperry Rand News Holland Manuals: 
Haybine 1469 and 1495, Haybine 477 and 478, Pivot 
tongue Haybine 449, Round baler 849, Service parts 
for mow cond 489. Call Fabian (712) 485-2440. (Neola, 
IA Ex. 23 I-80)
WANTED: Set of cruiser fender skirts, needed to 
restore 1959 Ford car. Call (402) 528-3524 or (402) 
380-4353. (Cuming County)
FOR SALE: Several good used gearheads, Amarillo, 
Randolph, US Motors, 30 to 80 hp, various ratios, 
$350-$800. Call for info, I may have what you need. 
Call (308) 624-2177. (Merrick County)
FOR SALE: Beautiful antique farm wagon with tall 
wooden wheels, oak box, wagon seat, and break, 
excellent condition, $3,800.  Call (308) 530-5495. 
(Lincoln County)
WANTED: Travel trailer, 2005 to 2015, tandem axles, 
around 20ft long. Call (308) 289-2345.
FOR SALE: Hay, large round net wrapped, alfalfa/
grass mix, grass, cane, rye. Call (308) 942-6032 or 
(308) 214-1381. (Loup County)

New Year New You
Transformation 
Not Resolution

Let your Farm Bureau 
Member Benefits help you 

make the most of 2020!

To learn more about these benefits, go to  
www.nefb.org/benefits
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2020 FORD  SUPER DUTY®

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Mustang Shelby® GT350®/GT350R/GT500®, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT and F-150 Raptor. This 
offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase 
and take new retail delivery from dealer by 1/4/21. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37408.

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

Our valued partnership highlights 
the great movement that we have 
together, and how farming and 
trucks have gone together for over 
100 years.

2020 FORD  SUPER DUTY®

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Mustang Shelby® GT350®/GT350R/GT500®, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT and F-150 Raptor. This 
offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase 
and take new retail delivery from dealer by 1/4/21. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37408.

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

Our valued partnership highlights 
the great movement that we have 
together, and how farming and 
trucks have gone together for over 
100 years.

AINSWORTH
AINSWORTH MOTORS INC.

402-387-1681
www.ainsworthmotors.com

ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY

888-432-0650
www.coverjones.com

AURORA
FRIESEN FORD

402-694-3111
www.friesenford.com

BEATRICE
BEATRICE FORD LINCOLN INC.

888-232-8742
www.beatriceford.com

BENKELMAN
DEVENY FORD
308-423-2532

www.devenyford.com

FREMONT
DIERS FORD/LINCOLN

402-721-1471
www.diersford.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON FORD OF  

GRAND ISLAND
308-384-1700

www.andersonofgrandisland.com

NORFOLK
COURTESY FORD OF NORFOLK

402-371-9350
www.courtesyfordofnorfolk.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY

402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com

Nebraska Farm BureauNebraska Farm Bureau


