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A December Nebraska Supreme 
Court decision to uphold the 
validity of a special use permit for 

a poultry operation in Lancaster County 
is good news for livestock producers in 
Nebraska. The court’s decision relied 
in part on the Nebraska Odor Footprint 
Tool to show the county had considered 
the public health, safety and welfare 
when considering the permit. The court 
decision could set a precedent for future 
zoning and nuisance lawsuits and offers 
hope for livestock producers relying on 
science-based tools when designing 
their operations. 

The odor tool was created at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. Rick 
Stowell, UNL animal environmental ex-
tension specialist, was on the team that 
developed the tool and continues to sup-
port outreach on its use. 

“The Nebraska Odor Footprint Tool 
is intended to be used as a planning 
tool that increases the use of objec-
tive, science-based information in de-
cision-making related to livestock odor. 
It’s a simple tool, that assesses odor risk 
and estimates minimum separation dis-
tances needed to keep the odor risk at 
certain levels,” Stowell said.  

Suit Challenged Zoning Permit
The case, Egan v. County of Lancaster, 

was brought by Lancaster County resi-
dents against the county for its approval 
of a Special Use Permit (SUP) for a poul-
try operation proposed by Randy Essink. 
Essink wanted to build three barns that 
would raise broiler chickens for Lincoln 
Premium Poultry. Despite heavy oppo-
sition from neighbors, environmental 
groups and others, the Lancaster Coun-
ty Planning Commission and the Coun-
ty Board approved the SUP. The decision 

Nebraska Supreme Court decision positive 
for growing livestock in Nebraska

was upheld in Lancaster County Dis-
trict Court and appealed to the Supreme 
Court. In its decision, the Supreme Court 
affirmed the ruling of the lower court, 
declaring that a county zoning permit for 
three poultry barns was justified, in part, 
because neighbors would be “free of odor 
94% of the time,” according to the Ne-
braska Odor Footprint Tool. 

“My interpretation of the court rul-
ing is that it mainly reinforced the val-
ue of doing due diligence in planning a 
livestock expansion. Using tools like the 
Nebraska Odor Footprint Tool provides 
evidence that a producer is making rea-
sonable efforts to objectively assess risks 
to others. I think this can carry consider-
able weight when officials need to make 
decisions on applications that involve a 
hot-button topic like odor,” Stowell said.

According to Stowell, using the Ne-
braska Odor Footprint Tool when eval-
uating potential new or expanded site(s) 
should increase consideration of odor 
risk to residents in the surrounding 
area and eliminate higher-risk scenari-
os early in the planning process. Its use 
might also increase credibility of permit 
applications to county/community deci-
sion-makers.

Setting a Precedent
Lincoln attorney Steve Mossman is 

with the Mattson Ricketts Law Firm and 
specializes in agricultural, water, envi-
ronmental and natural resources litiga-

tion, including representing producers in 
county zoning matters.  Mossman suc-
cessfully represented Essink in this case 
at the district court level and through 
the Supreme Court. “The Essink Opin-
ion is an important precedent because it 
acknowledges that an application prop-
erly supported by the modern tools that 
go into planning a livestock operation 
carries considerable weight before both 
county officials and the court system,” 
Mossman said.   

Mossman also credited the Nebraska 
Agricultural Legal Foundation (NALF), 
for its involvement in support of a 2008 
Nebraska Supreme Court case, In Re Ol-
mer, that helped set the stage for the 
Essink case. NALF was started by the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau to help Nebraska 
farmers and ranchers with these types of 
complaints. 

In the In Re Olmer case, Mark Olmer 
filed an application for a conditional use 
permit to allow a swine finishing oper-
ation on his property in Madison Coun-
ty, which was denied. In this case, he 
appealed the decision to the Nebraska 
Supreme Court, which reversed the de-
cision of the Madison County Board of 
Commissioners and eventually the lower 
courts. Mossman, who also represented 
Mark Olmer, said both those decisions 
will go a long way in growing livestock 
production in Nebraska. 

“Olmer helped level the playing field 
in court and Essink is a roadmap on how 

a producer can properly support an ap-
plication through the zoning process,” 
Mossman said.  

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark 
McHargue agreed using the right tools 
to site livestock buildings brings value to 
Nebraska’s livestock sector. 

“Not only did the court cite a sci-
ence-based tool in its decision, it also 
relied on testimony from state and local 
regulatory experts in finding the op-
eration met county zoning regulations. 
This deference to local officials should 
encourage local zoning officials who use 
the proper procedures and science-based 
tools when making zoning decisions of 
the validity of those decisions,” McHar-
gue said.

Livestock Matrix
The decision might also encourage 

county officials to look at other sci-
ence-based tools like the Livestock Sit-
ing Assessment Matrix, developed by 
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. 
The matrix scores a proposed operation 
on objective criteria and helps counties 
determine whether to approve a permit. 
McHargue served on the development 
committee that created the matrix in 
2015.

Those who support growing livestock 
in Nebraska agree the Nebraska Supreme 
Court’s decision might discourage future  
litigation over livestock operations, in-
cluding nuisance suits if science-based 
tools like the odor footprint tool or ma-
trix are used in project development and 
the permit decision process.

“I would think this court decision 
would give a future plaintiff pause with 
bringing a lawsuit if these tools were 
employed in the development of a re-
sponsible livestock operation,” McHar-
gue said.  
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Dear Farm Bureau Members,
I hope this note finds you doing well. As 

I write this, it is one of the coldest days of 
the year so far. Being all too familiar with working 
outdoors in the cold, I want to share my 
appreciation to my fellow producers for 
their work, particularly our livestock 
producers. Keeping livestock fed, 
watered and cared for when battling the 
wind, snow and sub-zero temperatures 
deserves special acknowledgment, 
as do the efforts of those battling the 
elements through calving season. 
As I’ve said before, it’s an honor and 
privilege to represent so many whose 
work contributes so much to fulfilling 
the basic needs of our society.

On the Farm Bureau front, it’s 
been a whirlwind since I took office 
in December. My message to staff when I started, 
was that I wanted to make sure my time was spent 
advancing NEFB’s mission and working for a great 
quality of life and prosperity for our members. With 
their help, I’m proud to say we’ve accomplished 
that in constructing my weekly activities. My days 

have been filled with connecting with Farm Bureau 
members to hear what’s on their minds, engaging 
with influencers who are instrumental in helping 
us implement our policy objectives and mission, as 

well as serving as a voice for agriculture by 
doing outreach and interviews with media. 

Part of exerting influence is being in the 
right positions. With that said, I’m happy 
to report that I was recently elected to the 
American Farm Bureau Federation Board of 
Directors. This is key to ensuring Nebraska 
and Midwestern states have a voice in 
helping direct our nation’s largest farm and 
ranch organization.

Working with our State Board of Directors 
we’ve also approved the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau’s 2021 policy priorities. These provide 
a foundation and guidance for the work of 
the organization for the year. Throughout 

this month’s newspaper you’ll find several stories 
related to our work on these policy objectives, 
whether it’s through our advocacy efforts at the state 
or national levels. The priorities include:
l Expand rural connectivity to secure high-speed, 

high-quality internet access statewide. (See stories 

on page 8.)
l Expand rural economic development opportunities to 

grow rural Nebraska and enhance profitability for farm 
and ranch families. 
l Reduce Nebraska’s over-reliance on property taxes and 

seek a more balanced system to fund education. (See 
story on page 7.)
l Ensure environment and climate initiatives work for 

farm and ranch families. (See more information page 9.) 
l Support animal agriculture production and policies to 

enhance growth. (See stories on front cover and page 4.)
l Grow markets, domestic and international, for 

Nebraska agricultural products. (See story on pages 4 
and 6.)
l Ensure regulations and programs work for farm and 

ranch families.
As we march forward into the year, please know I’m 

here to serve.
I always appreciate hearing from you. Please don’t 

hesitate to reach out to me at markm@nefb.org. 
Until Next Time,

Mark McHargue, President 

Mark McHargue 
PRESIDENT,  
NEBRASKA 
FARM BUREAU
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Ralph 
Beutler 
(right) 

of Sheridan 
County 
Farm Bureau 
presents a 
check for 
$575 to the 
Hay Springs 
FFA Chapter 
as a donation 
to their goat 
facilities 
project.   

W elcome to a 
new segment 
in the Nebraska 

Farm Bureau News called 
The Ag Boost!  This is 
a photo with a caption 
proclaiming good news 
and heartwarming 
stories about Nebraska 
farmers and ranchers 
and what agriculture 
means to the state. If you 
would like to tell us about 
an uplifting agriculture 
story, please send it to 
Editor Tina Henderson at 
tinah@nefb.org.  

THE AG 
BOOST

Morrill County Farm Bureau member David Schuler created a video thanking nurses, doctors, first responders and es-
sential workers for all of their work during the pandemic. A thank you to America’s Heroes from America’s Backbone 
farmers and ranchers.

Harlan/Furnus 
County 
Farm Bureau 

collected food at 
its recent annual 
meeting. 

Tony Anderson, the 
OA/PKR for the coun-
ty, delivered the food 
to the Caring Cup-
board in Alma.  

Congratulations 
to Jeremy 
Holthus 

(right), the winner 
of a New York Beef 
Roast, given away 
by Kathy Cover, a 
board member on 
the Grant County 
Farm Bureau board. 
It’s beef country, 
and Beef...it’s 
what’s for dinner 
all year long!  

Farm 
Bureau  
donates 
food

Sheridan County Farm Bureau 
donates to local FFA chapter

Grant County Farm 
Bureau gives away beef

The board of directors appointed 
Andy DeVries of Ogallala to serve on 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Board. 

DeVries will represent the Northwest 
Region of the state, filling a vacancy 
created due to a resignation. He will serve 
a one-year term. The seat will be open for 
nominations and candidate election during 
the 2021 Annual Meeting. He previously 
served six years on the board, with his last 
year of service occurring in 2014. DeVries 
and his wife, Laura, have four children. The 
DeVrieses grow corn, popcorn, soybeans 
and wheat.  

Appointment of  
new board member

Andy DeVries

The Pulse of the Pandemic

COURTESY OF DAVID SCHULER OF SCHULER RED

SHERIDAN COUNTY GRANT COUNTY HARLAN/
FURNAS 
COUNTY

NEFB President Mark McHargue (left) and his son Andrew of Merrick 
County Farm Bureau listens as Congressman Don Bacon (center) talks 
about issues transpiring in Washington D.C. He visited Central City and 
toured the McHargue farm Feb. 19.



COVID-19
The longevity and toll of the COVID-19 outbreak has 

confounded nearly everyone. Most producers, business-
es and people have transitioned to a new normal after 
the initial shock of the pandemic. This year’s outcomes 
will depend largely on how much longer COVID-19 will 
cause disruptions and slow the economy. Whether the 
additional assistance proposed by the Biden Admin-
istration will come to fruition will play a role in how 
quickly the economy responds post-COVID-19. For 
agriculture, COVID-19 resulted in large shifts in food 
demand. Preliminary data suggest food service sales 
in 2020 were off over 19% compared to the year prior, 
while grocery store sales were up over 10%. This shift 
impacted the varieties of beef and pork cuts consumers 
wanted. How long will this continue into 2021? Gasoline 
and ethanol consumption are still below pre-pandem-
ic levels. Will people return to the road? Will COVID-19 
have any impact on input supplies as planting season 
approaches? Answers to these questions will chart the 
course for agriculture this year. 

Drought
Over the past several weeks, drought has slowly crept 

over the entire state of Nebraska. The worst areas are 
in the southwest and panhandle, which are in an ex-
ceptional drought (D3). These areas comprise over 24% 
of the state’s land area. It’s too early to tell whether or 
not the drought will persist and how it could affect 2021 
production. Obviously, dryland ground, which makes 
up roughly 58% of the state’s cropped land, would be 
most impacted from a cropping perspective. Irrigated 
producers would face increased costs with addition-
al pumping and perhaps restrictions on pumping, de-
pending on location. Ranchers could see forage produc-
tion problems, which could accelerate herd liquidation. 
Monitoring the drought and potential impacts will be 
important for 2021. 

Crops  
Tighter commodity supplies have set the stage for 

potential multiyear high prices for corn, soybeans and 
wheat in 2021. Prices ended 2020 higher due to Chinese 
buying and production hiccups. In fact, AFBF econo-
mist Shelby Meyers reported U.S. corn exports to China 
in the first 11 months of 2020 exceeded exports for the 
same period in 2019 by 1,126%! Moreover, governments 
in competing countries have restricted exports or are 
considering restrictions—i.e. Argentina and Ukraine for 
corn; Russia for wheat—due to worries over high pric-
es for their domestic consumers, further adding fuel to 
higher prices. Higher prices will cause some demand ra-
tioning. Livestock producers will alter rations and eth-
anol production will slow. And planting is still two to 
three months away. Farmers’ planting decisions will af-
fect the outlook. Nevertheless, all signs point to higher 
prices for the 2020/21 marketing year, which ends Aug. 
30. The USDA forecasts the season average farm price 
for corn at $4.20 per bushel, highest since marketing 
year 2013/14. And the season average price for soybeans 
is forecast to be $11.15 per bushel. However, input costs 
are likely to be higher as well, farm program payments 
for the 2020 crop year (to be made in 2021) are likely 
to be minimal, and it’s doubtful ad hoc assistance will 
continue at levels seen over the past two years. Still, this 
year looks promising for the state’s crop producers.

Livestock 
A key for the livestock sector will be whether the 

processing sector can continue to manage through the 
COVID-19 pandemic without any further major disrup-
tions. Packers rebounded from the significant produc-
tion declines last spring to meet or exceed prior year 
production levels over the remainder of the year. It will 
be critical that processing continue unimpeded in 2021. 
Cattle numbers appear to be on decline. Herd liquida-
tion, which began in 2019, continued through last year. 

Lower slaughter numbers and reduced carcass weights 
mean beef production this year is forecast to be 1% to 
2% less than last year. Growth in domestic beef demand 
will depend on how quickly the country’s economy can 
rebound from COVID-19. Beef, though, will have plenty 
of competition at the meat counter, as pork and poultry 
production are expected to increase this year, as well. 
Tighter cattle supplies and steady beef demand point to 
higher cattle prices in 2021. Forecasts suggest feeders 
and fed cattle prices will be 5% to 7% higher, but feed 
costs will be higher, too. U.S. pork production is forecast 
to increase in 2021, up 2.2%. Pork prices are also expect-
ed to be higher this year. 

International Trade
Increased exports of Nebraska commodities are ex-

pected to happen in 2021. Countries post COVID-19 eco-
nomic rebounds, global production concerns and a com-
petitive dollar will help grow exports. The USDA projects 
U.S. corn exports to be higher in 2021 and could set a re-
cord for the current marketing year, which ends Aug. 30. 
It’s the same story for soybean exports, also projected 
higher and potentially setting a record. Exports of beef 
and pork, though, are expected to moderate compared 
to prior year levels. 

 The reappearance of China as a major buyer is the 
primary reason for the expected increase in exports. 
China’s buying is due in part to the Phase One trade deal 
negotiated by the Trump Administration. It is also the 
result of China’s need to shore up corn, soybean and 
pork supplies. A decline in the value of the dollar also 
meant U.S. commodities are price-competitive into the 
Chinese market. Nebraska’s North American neighbors, 
Canada and Mexico, are typically among the largest cus-
tomers for Nebraska agricultural products, while Japan 
and South Korea remain the largest purchasers of U.S. 
beef. The economies in all these countries are expected 
to rebound in varying degrees in 2021 after shrinking 
last year, which should set the stage for continued pur-
chases of U.S. goods. A potential problem lurks for corn 
exports to Mexico in a decree issued by the Mexican 
government to phase-out genetically modified corn for 
human consumption. Details have not been provided to 
know how the decree will affect U.S. exports, but it is a 
development to watch. 

This year should bring more stability and certainty to 
U.S. trade relations. President Biden is unlikely to step 
away from the disputes or tariffs initiated by the previ-
ous administration, but neither is he likely to accelerate 
them further. Also, look for a multilateral approach to 
trade issues, particularly when it comes to addressing 
some of the issues posed by China. The administration’s 
rejoining the Paris Climate Accord and the World Health 
Organization demonstrate its commitment to a multi-
lateral approach.  

What will 2021 hold for agriculture?

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021ECONOMICS4

Agriculture emerged from 2020 financially stronger than many people would have expected. Surging prices and increased government assistance set the 

foothold for a late year financial rally. Entering 2021, questions abound on whether the rally will continue. Will the COVID-19 pandemic be put in the 

rearview mirror? Will China’s insatiable appetite for commodities continue? Is there another black swan event on the horizon? Nebraska Farm Bureau News 

talked with NEFB Senior Economist Jay Rempe and asked him to examine these questions and their potential influences on agriculture in 2021.
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Four finalists in the Young Farmers 
and Ranchers (YF&R) Discussion 
Meet contest have been named after 

competing in preliminary rounds during 
the 2021 Young Farmers and Ranchers 
Conference held Jan. 29-30 in Kearney.

Lance Atwater of Ary, Sean Krebs of 
Clearwater, Erin Norman of Crawford 
and Clay Patton of Lexington will ad-
vance to the final round of the Nebras-
ka Farm Bureau (NEFB) YF&R Discussion 
Meet to be held at the next NEFB Annual 
Convention, Dec. 5-7.

Rather than debating, contestants 
work to develop a solution to a problem 
being discussed, building on each other’s 
contributions. Competitors in the annual 
contest must be prepared to speak on any 
number of agriculture-related topics; the 
selected question is announced a short 
time prior to the contest round. Finalists 
received the top scores after competing 
in two rounds of the discussion meet at 
the YF&R Conference.

Atwater is an Adams/Webster County 
Farm Bureau member who grows yel-
low corn, popcorn, soybeans, non-GMO 
white corn and has a small cow/calf op-
eration. He currently serves on the NEFB 

Board of Directors as the Youth At-Large 
representative. Atwater lives on the fam-
ily farm with his wife, Krystal, and son, 
Ryker.

Krebs is an Antelope County Farm Bu-
reau member and a student at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring 
in Agriculture Engineering. He grows 
popcorn, field corn and soybeans on his 
family farm, as well as raising cow/calf 
pairs.

Norman is a Dawes County Farm Bu-
reau member and serves on the YF&R 
Committee. She is a teacher at Chadron 
State College and is a registered dietitian. 
Norman lives on the family ranch with 
her husband, Luke, and their five chil-
dren, Ada, Ben, Claire, Axel and Ethan.

Patton is a Dawson County Farm Bu-
reau member. He is the Market Anchor 
for the Rural Radio Network at KRVN, 
and his wife, Janell, is a vet tech in their 
community. They live on a small acreage 
where they raise hay and goats.

Grant Dahlgren of Bertrand and Chase 
Hoffschneider of Burwell were named al-
ternates.

Finalists received a $50 prize and 
a chance to compete for $500 and an 

Four finalists in the Young Farmers and Ranchers (YF&R) Discussion Meet 
contest have been named after competing in preliminary rounds during 
the 2021 Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference held in Kearney. From 
left are Lance Atwater of Ayr, Clay Patton of Lexington, Sean Krebs of 
Clearwater and Erin Norman of Crawford.

Finalists named in Nebraska Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers and Ranchers Discussion Meet

all-expenses paid trip to compete in 
the American Farm Bureau Discussion 
Meet in Atlanta in January. Farm Bureau 
members between the ages of 18 and 

35 are eligible to compete in the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers Discussion Meet. 
For more information, visit www.nefb.
org/yfr.  

Young farmers, ranchers and agribusiness professionals gathered for the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference in Kearney, 
Jan. 29-30. Teams competed in the third annual cornhole tournament 
benefiting the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation.

The Young Farmers and Ranchers Conference featured a Friday night 
dinner with entertainment from Crescent Circus. Angie Monnier of 
Lancaster County Farm Bureau and son Wade enjoyed the illusions 
and acrobats of the act.

First 100 Days with NEFB President Mark McHargue

Mark 
McHargue 
(left) takes 
a few 
minutes 
to talk 
with Spike 
Jordan of 
Tri-State 
Livestock 
News.

During a visit in 
Scottsbluff, Bob 
Busch (right), 
of Scottsbluff 
County Farm 
Bureau listens as 
Mark McHargue 
talks with Kevin 
Wolverton of 
Western States 
Bank. Wolverton 
serves on the 
Agriculture 
Committee for 
the Chamber of 
Commerce in 
Scottsbluff. 

Mark McHargue, Nebraska Farm Bureau president, wants to meet with the top 50 influencers across Nebraska. He started Jan. 21-22 with influencer 
meetings in the Northwest Region, with stops in Chadron, Alliance, Bridgeport and Scottsbluff. Whether it be leaders in business, government, or education, 
McHargue wants to get to know people and find the commonalities between those industries and agriculture.



Nebraska Farm Bureau wasted no time putting 
priorities for Nebraska farmers and ranchers in 
front of new leadership in the White House and on 

Capitol Hill. In a Jan. 20 Inauguration Day letter addressed 
to President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and 
congressional leaders, Nebraska Farm Bureau President 
Mark McHargue asked for their help to ensure a bright 
future for farmers, ranchers and rural communities. 

“There are many issues that could have far-reach-
ing implications for farmers and ranchers. It is critical 
elected leaders know what is important to our members 
so we can work together in these areas. It is also vital 

farmers and ranchers have a seat at the table and engage 
as decisions impacting their livelihoods and communi-
ties are formulated,” said McHargue.

Nebraska Farm Bureau priorities shared with Presi-
dent Biden and congressional leaders include:
l Expand rural connectivity to secure high-speed, 

high-quality internet access statewide. 
l Expand rural economic development opportunities 

to grow rural Nebraska and enhance profitability for 
farm and ranch families. 
l Ensure environment and climate initiatives work 

for farm and ranch families. 

l Support animal agriculture production and policies 
to enhance growth. 
l Grow markets, domestic and international, for Ne-

braska agricultural products. 
l Ensure regulations and programs work for farm 

and ranch families.
“We are committed to working with President Biden, 

his administration and Congress to act on these pri-
orities to bring prosperity to Nebraska farm and ranch 
families. When farmers and ranchers do well, rural 
communities flourish, and all Nebraskans benefit,” said 
McHargue.  

The Nebraska Farm Bureau has identified priority 
actions for the Biden Administration to help 
expand markets for Nebraska agricultural 

commodities in 2021. Due to growth in international 
trade, the value of Nebraska’s agricultural exports 
now consistently account for 30% of the state’s total 
agricultural receipts. 

“Most of the world population and customers for the 
agricultural commodities and products we produce in 
Nebraska reside outside U.S. borders. Growing markets 
is vital to the health and profitability of our family busi-
nesses,” said Mark McHargue, Nebraska Farm Bureau 
president. “It’s critical the new administration under-
stand the connection. It’s the reason we’ve identified 
actions President Biden can take to support our farm 
and ranch families.”

Topping the list are actions specific to China. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau is calling on the administration to fully en-
force the U.S. China Phase One Trade Agreement that ob-
ligates China to purchase up to $36.5 billion in U.S. agri-
culture products in 2020 and $80 billion in total over the 
next two years. At the end of October, China had exported 
or contracted for the sale of nearly 71% of the 2020 goal. 

“We must hold China accountable for meeting the 
Phase One deal, but President Biden must also focus on 
working with like-minded countries in a multilateral 
approach to dealing with China to normalize long-term 
trade relations. Those negotiations should push for the 
complete elimination of all tariffs on U.S. agriculture 
products going into China, as well as require China to 
comply with World Trade Organization (WTO) rules, 
and the elimination of intellectual property theft in all 
U.S. sectors,” said McHargue. “Only then should the 
administration consider removing the tariffs President 
Trump enacted on Chinese goods.”

Other Farm Bureau priorities for the administration 
include Congressional reauthorization of Trade Pro-
motion Authority for the President, providing the ad-
ministration flexibility to negotiate trade agreements. 
Securing trade deals with the United Kingdom and the 
European Union that utilize science-based trade rules, 
also made the list. Farm Bureau is also encouraging the 
administration to continue the Trump Administration’s 
negotiations with Kenya, as a starting point for further 
trade deals with African countries. 

“We’re also encouraging President Biden to actively 
work for the U.S. to join the Comprehensive and Pro-
gressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP). While Nebraska farmers and ranchers have 
captured a large portion of the benefits of CPTPP partic-
ipation in the way of lower tariffs on U.S. beef and pork 
through President Trump’s trade deal with Japan, the 
recent Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) trade agreement between many of the CPTPP 
nations and China has allowed China to further expand 
its influence with countries in the Asia-Pacific region to 
the potential detriment of future U.S. trade relations in 
the region,” said McHargue.

Farm Bureau is also calling for actions related to the 
WTO, the entity tasked with governing global trade 
rules between nations. Farm Bureau is urging the Biden 
Administration to help re-establish the WTO appellate 
body charged with hearing appeals to WTO rulings, as 
well as reiterating the importance of the WTO enforcing 
existing trade rules.  

“U.S. agriculture wins under a global, rules-based 
trading system because our farmers and ranchers have 
the capability to beat all global competitors when it 
comes to producing agricultural commodities and agri-
cultural products,” said McHargue. “Our members ben-

efit when the WTO functions correctly.”
In addition to identifying trade priorities, the Nebras-

ka Farm Bureau issued its 2019 Nebraska Agriculture 
and International Trade report. The report estimates 
the dollars and cents value of agricultural trade to Ne-
braska, projecting estimates for the value of agricultur-
al trade for each Nebraska county, as well as per-farm 
estimates. The report, issued annually since 2017, acts 
as a barometer demonstrating the importance of trade 
to farmers, ranchers and Nebraska’s economy. The es-
timates are calculated using USDA’s final trade numbers 
released in October of the following year. 

The 2019 report denotes the value of Nebraska agricul-
tural exports at $6.3 billion in 2019, the lowest dollar val-
ue of Nebraska agricultural exports since 2010. Nebraska 
continued to be the sixth-largest agriculture exporting 
state in 2019, with Nebraska topping the nation in exports 
of beef, while being the second-largest exporter of hides 
and skins, the third-largest exporter of corn, feed and 
processed grain products, and the fifth-largest exporter of 
soybeans, soybean meal and vegetable oil. 

The report tabbed the per-unit value of agricultural 
trade for soybeans at $6.78 cents per bushel, $0.84 per 
bushel for corn and $2.58 per bushel for wheat. The re-
port projected the per-unit value of trade at $209.47 per 
head for beef and $71.53 per head for pork. 

According to the report, 77 Nebraska counties expe-
rienced a decline in the value of agricultural exports 
in 2019 in comparison to the prior year, with only four 
counties, Cheyenne, Gage, Jefferson and Otoe, experi-
encing a gain. 

The Nebraska Farm Bureau’s Trade Agenda 2021 poli-
cy priorities guide and the Nebraska Farm Bureau’s 2019 
Nebraska Agriculture and International Trade report are 
available online at www.nefb.org.  

The Steve Nelson Yeutter Institute International 
Trade Internship Award from the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation and the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln’s (UNL) Clayton Yeutter Institute of International 
Trade and Finance honors a longtime Nebraska Farm 
Bureau leader, as it helps students gain valuable 
experience in the nation’s capital. Applications for the 
internship award were due Feb. 18, and the first award 
recipient will be selected this spring. More information 
is available at https://yeutter-institute.unl.edu/nelson-
yeutter-international-trade-internship-award.

The new internship award honors Steve Nelson, who 
served for nearly 20 years on the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
(NEFB) board of directors and was president from 2011 
to 2020. As president, Nelson participated in numerous 
trade missions, including travel to Vietnam, Taiwan, It-
aly, Belgium, Denmark, Japan and South Korea. Under 
his nine-year tenure as NEFB president, he continuous-
ly advocated for opening international markets for Ne-
braska’s farmers and ranchers. 

“While at Nebraska Farm Bureau, Steve Nelson 
stressed the importance of trade in Nebraska, and pro-
viding this opportunity to young people in agriculture 
seems like a great way to carry on his legacy,” said Mark 
McHargue, president of Nebraska Farm Bureau. 

“Because of Nebraska Farm Bureau’s extensive in-
volvement in the trade arena and support for agricul-
tural youth and leadership development, we felt that 
this internship was a perfect match for these priorities,” 
McHargue said. “Agriculture will benefit in the long-
term because youth receiving this award will learn how 
to influence future agricultural trade policy.”

The award will support a student interested in agri-
cultural trade to complete a trade policy internship in 
Washington, D.C. 

“Internships are critical for professional development 
and career exploration, and we are grateful for the Nebras-
ka Farm Bureau’s partnership in honoring Steve Nelson’s 
service through an award that will allow a student to work 
in the heart of the trade policy community in Washington, 

D.C.,” said Jill O’Donnell, director of the Yeutter Institute. 
The award program will provide $6,000 annually for a 

UNL student with sophomore standing or above to intern 
full-time in the summer with the Washington Interna-
tional Trade Association (WITA) in Washington, D.C. 
WITA is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedi-
cated to providing a neutral forum for the open and ro-
bust discussion of international trade policy and related 
issues. The student will gain valuable exposure to and 
experience with trade policy issues and trade leaders in 
business, agriculture, law, academia, non-governmen-
tal organizations, embassies and the U.S. Government. 
The award is supported by donations from the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Foundation and a Yeutter Institute donor. 

Gifts in honor of the Steve Nelson Yeutter Institute In-
ternational Trade Internship Award may be directed to 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation. Donations can 
be made online at www.nefbfoundation.org or mailed 
to Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation, P.O. Box 80299, 
Lincoln, NE 68501.   

NEBF shares priorities with President Biden and congressional leaders

Nebraska Farm Bureau outlines agricultural trade priorities 
for Biden administration, releases new trade report

Trade policy internship honors Nebraska Farm 
Bureau leader while supporting UNL students
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Property tax relief and tax reform must 
remain a high priority for the Nebraska 
Legislature. That was the message 

delivered by Nebraska Farm Bureau President 
Mark McHargue during recent testimony 
before the Legislature’s Revenue Committee. 
McHargue’s remarks were made while offering 
support for LR 22CA, a proposed constitutional 
amendment that would limit the amount of 
property taxes that could be collected by K-12 
schools, counties, community colleges and 
other local political subdivisions. 

“The Legislature’s passage of LB 1107 last 
year was an important step forward in pro-
viding property tax relief, but it’s critical 
our elected leaders know there is still much 
work to be done when it comes to reducing 
the property tax burden on Nebraskans,” said 
McHargue. “From a big picture perspective, it 
is vital we continue to work toward reforms 

that better balance the way we fund state pri-
orities like education, while enacting a tax 
structure that invites growth opportunities 
not just for farmers and ranchers, but for all 
Nebraskans.”

LR 22CA was introduced by Revenue Com-
mittee Chair Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn 
at the request of Gov. Pete Ricketts. 

“We thank Sen. Linehan and Gov. Ricketts 
for immediately putting the property tax issue 
back in front of the Legislature at a time when 
some may believe the issue has been addressed. 
LR 22CA is one of several legislative measures 
that keeps the door open for the much-needed 
discussions about how we tackle this import-
ant issue,” said McHargue. “Nebraska Farm 
Bureau will continue to be an advocate for tax-
payers, and we look forward to working with 
all of our elected leaders to make property tax 
relief and tax reform a reality.”  

Bill Reduces Pressure on Property Taxes  
to Fund Schools

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue 
testified before the Legislature’s Revenue Committee 
to offer the organization’s support for LB 454. Intro-
duced by Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson, the bill would 
enact a School Property Tax Stabilization Program. In 
situations where more than 70%  of a school’s formu-
la needs are required to be funded by property taxes, 
LB 454 would direct the state to provide aid equal to 
50% of the difference between the property taxes re-
quired and the 70% formula need threshold. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau estimates that roughly 178 school dis-
tricts, many of which are rural schools, would benefit 
from the additional aid in the bill. The bill also reduces 
the assessed value of agricultural land for purposes of 
funding schools over a two-year period, lowering the 
valuation for school purposes from 75% of actual value 
to 55% of actual value.

Farm Bureau Backs Bill to Boost Livestock 
Marketing Opportunities

Nebraska Farm Bureau has offered support for LB 324. 
The bill would expand livestock marketing opportuni-
ties by allowing consumers to enter into agreements 
with livestock producers whereby the consumer could 
have an ownership interest in the animal or herd, and 
subsequently be able to take advantage of a custom 
exemption in the Federal Meat Inspection Act that is 
now available to livestock producers when processing 
livestock they own for personal consumption. The bill 
would also establish an independent processor assis-
tance program to be administered by the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture to create a roadmap for increasing 
local processing capacity and expanding market access 
for smaller livestock operations. LB 324 was introduced 
by Sen. Tom Brandt of Plymouth.

Continuing Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act
Nebraska Farm Bureau State Board member Jason 

Perdue of York shared Nebraska Farm Bureau’s sup-
port for continuing the Nebraska Beginning Farmer 
Tax Credit program. Introduced by Sen. Matt Williams 
of Gothenburg, LB 254 would extend the Beginning 
Farmer Tax Credit program through 2025. Without an 
extension, the program will end in 2022. Perdue, who 
owns a contract poultry operation, also shared recom-
mendations for improving the program. Making the 
program more reflective of the business relationships 
occurring in the livestock industry and reviewing the 
net worth limitations on young producer participation 
were among suggestions for modernizing the program.

Bill Promotes Higher Blends of Ethanol 
Nebraska Farm Bureau offered support for a bill tar-

geted to encouraging retailers to promote higher blends 

of ethanol fuels at the pump. LB 596 would provide a 
state tax credit to fuel retailers for sales of E-15 or higher 
blends of ethanol fuel. Sen. Joni Albrecht of Thurston in-
troduced the “Nebraska Higher Blend Tax Credit Act.” If 
passed, retailers could begin claiming the credit for fuel 
sold after Jan. 1, 2021. Up to $2 million in credits would 
be made available each year.

Nebraska Brand Bills in Hearing Spotlight
The Agriculture Committee recently heard testimony 

on bills related to the Brand Act. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
supported two bills, LB 571 and LB 572. Introduced by 
Sen. Steve Halloran of Hastings, LB 571 creates a reg-
istered backgrounder lot program similar to the exist-
ing registered feedlot program. LB 572 makes a series of 
changes to the Nebraska Brand Law, including allow-
ance of electronic inspection as a way to meet brand in-
spection requirements, revision to the registered feed-
lot fee schedule to more closely reflect the costs of the 
program, temporarily lowering the physical inspection 
fee, and revising statutory maximums for various brand 
recording and permit fees. The bill also provides an al-
ternative means for dairies to comply with brand law 
requirements for calves under 30 days of age leaving the 
brand inspection area. LB 572 was also introduced by 
Sen. Halloran.

Bill Creates Framework for Carbon Capture 
and Sequestration Projects

Nebraska Farm Bureau has offered support for LB 650, 
a bill introduced by Sen. Mike Flood of Norfolk. The legis-
lation establishes the legal and regulatory framework for 
potential CO2 capture and sequestration projects with-
in Nebraska. At present, regulatory authority of carbon 
capture and sequestration (CCS) projects is held at the 
federal level with the Environmental Protection Agency. 
Establishing Nebraska specific statute is the first step to 
facilitate further studies of CCS feasibility in Nebraska. 

Other Bills of Interest…
Nebraska Farm Bureau has weighed in on a number 

of other bills of interest during the legislative session, 
including offering support for:

LB 73 – directs a portion of proceeds from the Nebras-
ka Racetrack Gaming Act to county agriculture societies.

LB 79 – changes the minimum amount of relief pro-
vided under the Property Tax Credit Act by increasing 
the floor amount to $275 million from 2020 to 2023. 

LB 252 – allows veterinary drug distributors to refill 
veterinary medications in the event of the death of the 
prescribing veterinarian.

LB 675 – improves transparency in lobbying activities 
and expenditures by state and local entities funded in 
part or whole by tax dollars.

Nebraska Farm Bureau registered opposition to:
LB 60 – changes provisions to the community college 

levies and allows them to utilize a larger portion their 
property tax levies for capital improvements.

LB 589 – changes requirements for integrated man-
agement plans by Natural Resource Districts.

Environmental Trust Appointees
Nebraska Farm Bureau has offered support for a num-

ber of candidates selected by Gov. Ricketts for appoint-
ment to the Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET). The 
members of the board are responsible for reviewing and 
approving conservation grants funded by state lottery 
dollars. Among those receiving Farm Bureau support 
for appointment were Jim Hellbusch of Columbus, Mark 
Quandahl of Omaha, Rod Christen of Steinauer and Josh 
Andersen of Edgar. 

NEFB President Mark McHargue Elected  
to AFBF Board

Beyond policy changes, American Farm Bureau del-
egates also elected members to serve on the American 
Farm Bureau board of directors and national program 
committees. Newly elected president of the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Mark McHargue was elected to represent 
the Midwest Region on the AFBF Board. 

$1.9 Trillion COVID-19 Relief Package 
Continues to Advance Through Congress

As of Feb. 15, House and Senate Democrats, along 
with President Biden have spent the past few weeks 
working to develop another COVID-19 relief bill that 
includes $1,400 payments to individuals, numerous tax 
changes and setting the national minimum wage at $15 
per hour. The House Agriculture Committee advanced 
its portion of the package which included money for 
rural hospitals and expanded food and nutrition as-
sistance, as well as USDA loan forgiveness for “socially 
disadvantaged” farmers and ranchers. Another nota-
ble addition was the inclusion of $100 million to cover 
USDA overtime inspection fees for very small and small 
meat processing facilities. The funding looks to cover 
overtime fees for these facilities from 2021-2030. This 
provision makes good on efforts from Nebraska Farm 
Bureau to pass similar language last year. Throughout 
last year, NEFB heard from many small meat proces-
sors who indicated that USDA inspection overtime fees 
were a significant hurdle that stood in the way of al-
lowing them to increase their production. While hurdles 
remain before the overall package is passed, Congres-
sional Democrats are using a process known as “rec-
onciliation” that allows for passage of legislation with 
simple majorities in both the House and Senate. This 
procedure has been used by both parties in the past, in-
cluding by Democrats to pass the sweeping Health Care 
Reform package known as “Obamacare” as well as by 
Republicans to pass their significant tax reform package 
a few years ago.  

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue tells lawmak-
ers that property tax relief continues to be a top priority for 
Nebraska Farm Bureau.

NEFB President says tax reform must be priority

Legislative Happenings
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Agriculture and rural Nebraska will not reach 
its full potential until Nebraskans from every 
corner of the state have access to high-speed, 

high-quality broadband service. That was the message 
from Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue 
to members of the Legislature’s Transportation 
and Telecommunications Committee in testimony 
supporting LB 388. 

The bill was introduced by Sen. Curt Friesen of 
Henderson at the request of Gov. Pete Ricketts. The 
proposal calls on the Legislature to invest $40 million 
over the next two years to increase high-end broad-
band access for individuals in unserved and under-

served areas of the state.
“Much of the technology allowing farmers and ranch-

ers to increase efficiencies and boost environmental ben-
efits depends on quality e-connectivity. Our ability to use 
precision technology is what will allow us to move closer 
to farming and managing our land by the inch, rather 
than by the acre or field. That’s one of the many reasons 
improving broadband access is a Nebraska Farm Bureau 
priority,” said McHargue. “Like electricity, broadband 
access has become an infrastructure necessity. Rural Ne-
braska can’t afford to be left behind, as it impacts ev-
erything from growing main street businesses and ex-
panding tele-health opportunities, to simply allowing 

children to get online to do their homework.” 
According to the Federal Communications Commis-

sion (FCC), 39% of Americans in rural areas lack access 
to broadband service defined by the FCC as 25 Mbps 
download and 3 Mbps upload speeds.  

In addition to LB 388, McHargue offered support for 
several other bills geared to boosting or improving 
broadband in Nebraska. 

“My message is simple,” McHargue told the commit-
tee. “I urge you to find a way to get these bills across the 
finish line. The need is urgent. Our members support 
using all the tools in the toolbox to bring access to every 
community in our state.”  

Broadband expansion is critical to rural economic development 
in Nebraska, and in no case is that more evident than in the 
case of Cedar County Farm Bureau member Jason Kvols. He 

and his family’s story about the importance of broadband in the 
decision to expand their farming operation was used to wrap a bow 
on Gov. Pete Ricketts’ public testimony in favor of LB 388, a Nebraska 
Farm Bureau-supported measure that would allocate $40 million 
over the next two years to boost high-end broadband in unserved 
and underserved areas of the state. 

Part of the Kvols family’s farming operation involves con-
tract-growing pigs from wean to finish. Kvols and his wife wanted to 
look for ways to expand their operation to make room for their son 
Dylan to come back to the farm. To do that, they are in the process 
of building a new pig barn that will effectively double their current 
capacity. 

“I wouldn’t have even considered building this new barn if it 
wasn’t for the fact that I have access to high-speed, and high-quality 
internet service at the barn’s location. Because I have good internet, 
I’m able to use new technology that will allow me to better manage 
the barns, giving me 24-7 access to monitor and manage feed, water 
and climate control remotely. Broadband access played a major role 
in being able to provide this opportunity to grow our operation and 
bring my son back to the farm,” said Kvols. 

The new barn is not only a win for the Kvols family, but it’s a win 
for area farmers as the new pig barn represents a new local market 
to sell their crops as the feed for the pigs will be sourced locally.  

The Nebraska Farm Bureau governmental 
relations department has restructured and 
promoted a long-time staff member and 

hired a new member for its advocacy team.
Jay Ferris, a member of the Merrick County Farm 

Bureau, has been promoted to the director of polit-
ical engagement and state policy, and Ian Swanson 
of Omaha was recently hired as the director of ex-
ternal relations and state policy.  Both will share the 
day-to-day lobbying activities at the State Capitol. 
They replace Ansley Fellers. 

Ferris has held several positions within the or-
ganization, beginning as a member of what is now 
called the regional managers staff representing the 
Central District. He most recently served as the di-
rector of grassroots programs. Besides lobbying at 
the State Capitol, Ferris will also handle state activ-
ities with the NEFB-PAC. 

Swanson is a member of the Douglas Coun-
ty Farm Bureau and grew up in Omaha. He holds 
a B.A. in Political Economy from Hillsdale College. 
Before joining Farm Bureau, Swanson worked for 
U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse as an Outreach Coordinator and 

Field Representative. Before that, he was a radio talk 
show host on The Answer Omaha and was a candi-
date for Legislature in 2016. Swanson will help di-
rect the state NEFB-PAC in addition to his work at 
the State Capitol.

“I am excited to move forward with this strong 
staff. Jay Ferris brings a knowledge of Farm Bu-
reau and will help us continue to grow the scope 
of our department as we look to better serve our 
members in an ever-changing political and poli-
cy landscape that requires greater engagement by 
our organization and our membership. Ian brings 
a strong political insight to our team and his rela-
tionships with state senators will enhance our pol-
icy positions in both rural and urban areas,” said 
Bruce Rieker, NEFB vice president of governmental 
relations. 

 Jay Rempe will still provide much needed analy-
sis on issues in his role as senior economist, Jordan 
Dux will handle national affairs, including the na-
tional side of the NEFB-PAC, and Whittney Kelley 
will continue to provide administrative assistance, 
Rieker said.  

NEFB tells Legislature access to high-speed, high-
quality broadband critical to agriculture, rural Nebraska

Governor points to Cedar County Farm Bureau member 
in highlighting need for expanded broadband

Promotion and new hire strengthen Nebraska 
Farm Bureau governmental relations team

Jay Ferris (left) and Ian Swanson



NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021 9

Given the Biden Administration’s focus on climate change, American Farm Bureau (AFBF) has been actively preparing to ensure that farmers and ranchers 

are at the table during these discussions. Below are summaries of three initiatives, two coalitions and one piece of legislation that Farm Bureau has been 

actively creating/supporting that put us in a position to help steer the climate debate as it relates to agriculture. Nebraska Farm Bureau’s involvement with 

these proposals has been based on AFBF policy and will only go as far as our policy allows us to go.  

The Growing Climate Solutions Act creates a certification 
process at USDA to help solve technical entry barriers to farmer 
and forest landowner participation in carbon credit markets. 

The bill establishes a process through which USDA will be able to 
provide transparency, legitimacy, and informal endorsements of 
third-party verifiers and technical service providers that help private 
landowners generate carbon credits. Through the program, USDA 
will help connect landowners to private-sector actors who can assist 
the landowners in implementing the protocols and monetizing the 
climate value of their sustainable practices. Third-party entities, 
certified under the program, will be able to claim the status of 
a “USDA Certified” technical assistance provider or verifier. The 
USDA certification lowers barriers to entry in the credit markets by 
reducing confusion and improving information for farmers looking to 
implement practices that capture carbon, reduce emissions, improve 
soil health and make operations more sustainable. The bill also 
instructs USDA to produce a report to Congress to advise about the 
further development of this policy area.  

Formed in May 2019, the Ecosystem Services Market Consortium’s 
(ESMC) brings together farmers and ranchers, food and beverage 
companies, agribusinesses and non-profit organizations across the 

agricultural value chain to provide a science-based, standards-based 
program and full-service operation designed to improve the environmental 
performance of U.S. agriculture at scale. 

The ESMC market will incentivize and reward producers for their 
efforts in a national scale program conceived and designed to overcome 
past and current ecosystem market challenges, thus lowering the cost of 
providing robust outcomes. The program provides tools and opportunities 
for producers and corporations alike to work across the agricultural supply 
chain to meet goals for increased soil carbon sequestration, net greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions reductions, improved water quality and water use 
conservation in a quantified, verified, certified program. 

Set to fully launch in 2022, ESMC offers a transparent accounting of 
ecosystem services impacts that give producers an opportunity and 
capacity to improve environmental and economic outcomes. 

Members of the ESMC include but not limited to: ADM, AFBF, Bunge, 
Cargill, Corteva, Danone, General Mills, McDonalds, Nestle, Soil Health 
Institute, Syngenta, The Nature Conservancy, American Soybean 
Association, American Farmland Trust, Farmers Business Network, 
Growmark, Mars, NCBA, National Farmers Union, National Corn Growers 
Association, The Fertilizer Institute, Tyson, World Wildlife Federation.  

l  Provide voluntary, incentive-based tools and additional technical assistance 
for farmers, ranchers and foresters to maximize the sequestration of 
carbon and the reduction of other greenhouse gas emissions and increase 
climate resilience.

l  Foster the development of private sector GHG markets. The public sector 
should ensure that verifiable reductions occur and provide farmers and 
forest owners with the technical support needed to participate.  

l  Use an array of public and private sector tools to incentivize agricultural 
and forestry producers to prioritize and scale climate-smart practices.

l  Incentivize farmers to reduce energy consumption and increase on-
farm renewable energy production and make continued progress toward 
reducing the lifecycle GHG emissions of agriculture- and forestry-based 
renewable energy. 

l  Reduce the GHG impact of food waste and loss by streamlining confusing 
consumer-facing packaging and implementing a public-private partnership 
to achieve a meaningful and workable food date-labeling program.

l  Increase federal investment in agriculture, forestry and food-related 
research substantially and continuously.  

A SUMMARY of Farm Bureau 
supported climate proposals

Overview of climate policy 
recommendations

Ecosystem Services 
Market Consortium

The Growing Climate 
Solutions Act

Formed in February 2020, the Food and Agriculture Climate 
Alliance (FACA) consists of organizations representing farmers, 
ranchers, forest owners, the food sector, state governments and 

environmental advocates that are working together to define and 
promote shared climate policy priorities. Together, the group developed 
more than 40 recommendations based on three principles: agricultural 
and forestry climate policies must be built upon voluntary, incentive-
based programs and market-driven opportunities; they must promote 
resilience and adaptation in rural communities; and they must be 
science-based. These recommendations share an overarching goal 
to do no harm. Climate policies will impact farmers, forest owners, 
ranchers, rural and limited-resources communities, wildlife and natural 
resources, and must be thoughtfully crafted to account for any potential 
inequities, consequences and tradeoffs.

Members of the Alliance: American Farm Bureau Federation, 
Environmental Defense Fund, FMI-The Food Industry Association, 
National Alliance of Forest Owners, National Association of State 
Departments of Agriculture, National Council of Farmer Cooperatives, 
National Farmers Union, The Nature Conservancy.  

Food and Agriculture 
Climate Alliance
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation has selected Becky 
Streff for the 2021 Nebraska 

Agriculture in the Classroom Teacher 
of the Year honor. The Teacher of the 
Year is awarded to outstanding teachers 
that incorporate agriculture into their 
classroom through innovative ideas and 
lessons.

“The Nebraska Farm Bureau Founda-
tion is pleased to honor Becky Streff, a 
teacher who integrates agriculture into 
core classroom learning,” said Courtney 
Shreve, director of outreach education. 
“Her efforts to incorporate year-long 
learning with Nebraska Agriculture in 
the Classroom lessons and activities have 
helped students understand the vital 
message that agriculture is their source 
of food, fiber, and fuel.”

Streff has been teaching for 16 years, 
with 13 of those years at North Bend Cen-
tral Elementary in Dodge County. Even 
though she teaches in a school that has 
many students who are growing up on 
farms, she still sees a need for them to 

understand the important connection 
between agriculture and the learning 
environment.

“Agriculture is part of our daily lives, 
has many connections to our future, and 
possible future careers,” said Streff. “As 
a teacher, I want to encourage my stu-
dents to follow their dreams, learn from 
resources around them, and learn the 
importance of agriculture in their lives.”

When the students went to virtual 
learning in the spring of 2020, Streff got 
creative with her lessons and set up vir-
tual field trips through Zoom to her stu-
dents’ farms. The students talked about 
their animals with their classmates and 
how they got their animals ready for their 
county fairs. They were also able to meet 
with a veterinarian who shared the role 
she has in agriculture on a daily basis. 

“Connections and daily life within 
agriculture were rich and visible during 
the virtual field trips,” said Streff. “It 
was a great opportunity to make the 
connections between agriculture and 
future careers.”

Applications are now being accepted!

l Collegiate Farm Bureau Scholarship  
– Due March 31

l Hall County Farm Bureau Scholarship  
– Due May 1

l Kenneth E. Schwartz Memorial Farm 
Bureau Fund – Due May 1

l Nebraska Agricultural Education Student 
Teaching Scholarship – Due April 15

l Student Project Grants – Due April 15

Streff has been part of the Ag Pen Pal 
Program for several years. The program 
matches a Nebraska classroom with a 
farmer or rancher in Nebraska. The pen 
pals write a series of letters to each other, 
giving students the opportunity to learn 
about farming first-hand, ask questions, 
and learn about different aspects of ag-
riculture.

“There are often pictures that accom-
pany the letters which help us see the 
farm, products, animals, and agricul-
ture even better,” said Streff. “We often 
research the area of Nebraska where our 
pen pal lives, have class discussions, and 
compare and contrast our farming area 
with that of our pen pal’s.”

Streff also uses many of the Nebras-
ka Agriculture in the Classroom lessons 
plans which align with Nebraska educa-
tion standards.

“The lesson plans provided by AITC 
connect nicely to our learning of the en-
vironment, food cycles, food webs, and 
animals,” said Streff. “I look forward to 
accessing more of the lessons to benefit 
my students’ learning and opportunities 
to understand science and agriculture 

with quality hands-on experiences.”
Streff will receive an expense-paid 

trip to the National Agriculture in the 
Classroom Conference, an accurate ag-
riculture book bundle featuring 12 books 
and corresponding literature guides, and 
a $250 cash prize. The conference, held 
June 28 – July 1, 2021, in Des Moines, 
Iowa, brings educators together from all 
over the United States to learn how to use 
agricultural concepts to effectively teach 
core subjects such as reading, math, sci-
ence and social studies. The conference 
features recognition for Teacher of the 
Year honorees, educational workshops, 
traveling workshops to agribusinesses 
and research facilities and farm tours. 

“I am honored and humbled to earn 
this award,” said Streff. “The oppor-
tunities are endless, and I feel it is 
important to build these connections 
since agriculture is an important part 
of Nebraska. Additionally, to cross-cur-
ricular connections, many of my stu-
dents live on a farm, so not only are we 
learning educationally, but we are also 
able to build relationships through agri-
culture.   

Congratulations to North Bend teacher Becky Streff who was selected 
as the AITC Teacher of the Year, From left are Tessie Beaver, North Bend 
Central Elementary School principal; Streff, Teacher of the Year recipient; 
Megahn Schafer, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation executive director; 
and Dan Endorf, North Bend Central superintendent. 

North Bend teacher named Teacher of the Year 
for bringing agriculture into the classroom

There are many county Farm 
Bureau scholarships available now!

If your county Farm Bureau 
has a scholarship that they 
would like posted on our website, 
please contact the Foundation at 
foundationforag@nefb.org or (402) 
421-4747.

Learn more and apply online at 
www.nefbfoundation.org!

Scholarships & AwardsKubotaUSA.com
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BASSETT
SANDHILL EQUIPMENT INC.

402-684-2331
www.sandhilleq.com

BEATRICE
ROEHR'S MACHINERY INC.

402-228-3319
www.roehrsmachinery.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
www.sandbergimplement.com

GRAND ISLAND
GRAND KUBOTA

308-382-0166
www.grandkubota.net

NORFOLK
DINKEL IMPLEMENT

800-627-9916
www.dinkels.net

NORTH PLATTE
NORTH PLATTE KUBOTA

308-252-1000
www.npkubota.com

OMAHA
KUBOTA OF OMAHA

402-895-6661
www.kubotaofomaha.com

WEST POINT
RUSH KUBOTA
402-372-2444

www.westpointautoandtruck.com
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau 
board of directors made 
appointments to the NEFB 

Promotion and Education (P&E) 
Committee at the December and 
February meetings. 

In December, current P&E member 
Paula Peterson of Waverly, a mem-
ber of the Lancaster County Farm 
Bureau, was appointed as chair of 
the committee. Peterson and her 
husband, Tom, farm near Waverly 
raising cattle, corn, soybeans, si-
lage, wheat and alfalfa. Peterson has 
served as the Southeast Regional 
representative on the P&E committee 
since 2017. She also joined the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau P&E Committee by 
appointment in January. 

Becky Schwarz of Bertrand, 
a member of the Phelps/Gosper 
County Farm Bureau, and Joy Lau-
ritsen of Arlington, a member of the 
Washington County Farm Bureau, 
were appointed to the committee in 
February. 

Schwarz is a sixth-generation member 
of her family’s farm in Gosper County. She 
farms with her parents who have a certified 

organic row crop farm. They raise 
yellow and white corn, soybeans, 
field peas, alfalfa, oats and cattle. 
Schwarz enjoys working with peo-
ple who are committed to sharing 
Farm Bureau’s work and the sto-
ry of agriculture. She will be the 
Southwest Region representative 
on the P&E Committee. 

Lauritsen farms with her hus-
band on a corn and soybean farm 
near Arlington. She is a wife, moth-
er, bookkeeper and farmhand, and 
she and her husband run a seed 
dealership. Lauritsen has been ac-
tive in sharing her knowledge of 
agriculture with adults and youth 
at the Washington County Fair and 
within her local community. She 
will represent the Southeast Region 
on the P&E Committee.

The P&E Committee is made up 
of county Farm Bureau members 
from across Nebraska. During their 
time on the committee, members 

receive training on leadership and agricul-
tural issues, and they hone other profes-
sional skills while promoting Farm Bureau 
and agriculture.  

New Appointments to the NEFB 
Promotion and Education Committee 

To help county Farm Bureaus 
celebrate National Agriculture 
Week, March 21-27, staff from 

the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
and Nebraska Farm Bureau, compiled a 
resource kit for counties to make Ag Week 
planning, promotion and celebration easy.

The kit includes a list of ideas coun-
ties can use to celebrate Ag Week in their 
communities.

Download:
l Bookmarks with agriculture facts for 

local schools or libraries 
l Placemats for use at local restaurants 

(Youth and Adult)
l Coloring page for coloring contests
l Suggested activities
l Social media posts
l A customized newspaper ad

Download the resource kit online at: 
www.nefbfoundation.org/agweek.

Let us know how you are using the Ag 
Week materials!

We would like to highlight your county 
activities in the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
News. Please email us a picture along 
with a description of your activities. You 
can email your photo(s) and information 
to Kylee Planer at kyleep@nefb.org.  

Not much about the 2020-2021 
school year is lighthearted for 
teachers. Their to-do list is long 

and challenging. Keep kids safe. Sanitize 
every 15 minutes. Fix technology issues. 
Engage kids in the room and kids on 
the screen. And don’t forget to do your 
normal job – teach, nurture and inspire.

In this crazy year, 
Nebraska Agricul-
ture in the Classroom 
(AITC) aims to keep 
programing moving 
forward while encour-
aging and supporting 
teachers. AITC does 
this by providing easy-
to-use resources that 
offer teachers a moment’s break.

In-person professional development 
opportunities have been very limited 
in 2020-2021. In response, Courtney 
Shreve, director of outreach education, 
created PD in your PJs. These casual, 
cameras off, virtual professional de-
velopment workshops provide teachers 
an opportunity to obtain free resources 
that support core subject teaching and 
feature authentic agriculture examples. 
The Saturday morning workshops are 
quick and packed with professional-
ly designed educational resources. The 

Lighthearted approach 
grabs interest of teachers

best part may be that teachers can 
participate in comfort at home.  

To date, 34 teachers have regis-
tered to learn about AITC Lesson 
Plan Activities, Literature Guides, 
and more. While cameras are off, 
the interaction is not. During the 
first workshop on Feb. 6, the chat 

box was filled with 
questions and ap-
preciation from 
teachers.

“What we have 
learned in the last 
year is that we 
must think outside 
the box to meet the 
needs of our teach-

ers and students. Courtney had 
a creative idea to market virtu-
al professional development, and 
the response has been great. In 
the end, more teachers are learn-
ing to bring agriculture into the 
classroom, and that’s what it is all 
about,” said Megahn Schafer, Ne-
braska Farm Bureau Foundation 
executive director.   

Joy Lauritsen

Becky Schwarz

Paula Peterson
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CENTRAL CITY
SHANNON 

HANNAPPEL
308-946-3893

FREMONT
SHERRY LERIGER

402-721-2644

HEBRON
NATE CASEY
402-768-6218

HICKMAN
CHRIS SNYDER

402-792-0000

IMPERIAL
DUSTIN WEISS
888-625-6698

KIMBALL
SHAVONNE 
SINGLETON
308-230-2226

NORTH PLATTE
JAY ENGEL

308-534-9694

OMAHA
JACOB ENGEL
402-894-5765

OMAHA
MELISSA 

MCMURRAY
402-894-5768

OMAHA
RON RANDALL
402-390-1076

PAPILLION
JOE RICKLEY
402-932-0322
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Due to the national public health emergency caused 
by COVID-19, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
announced the temporary suspension of past-

due debt collections and foreclosures for distressed 
borrowers under the Farm Storage Facility Loan and 
the Direct Farm Loan programs administered by the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). USDA will temporarily 
suspend non-judicial foreclosures, debt offsets or 
wage garnishments and referral of foreclosures to 
the Department of Justice. USDA will work with the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office to stop judicial foreclosures and 
evictions on accounts that were previously referred to 
the Department of Justice. 

Additionally, USDA has extended deadlines for pro-
ducers to respond to loan-servicing actions, including 
loan deferral consideration for financially distressed 
and delinquent borrowers. In addition, for the Guaran-
teed Loan program, flexibilities have been made avail-
able to lenders to assist in servicing their customers.

The announcement by USDA expands previous actions 

undertaken by the department to lessen financial hard-
ship. According to USDA data, more than 12,000 borrow-
ers—approximately 10% of all borrowers—are eligible 
for the relief announced today. Overall, FSA lends to 
more than 129,000 farmers, ranchers and producers.

“USDA and the Biden Administration are committed 
to bringing relief and support to farmers, ranchers and 
producers of all backgrounds and financial status, in-
cluding by ensuring producers have access to temporary 
debt relief,” said Robert Bonnie, deputy chief of staff, 
Office of the Secretary. “Not only is USDA suspending 
the pipeline of adverse actions that can lead to foreclo-
sure and debt collection, we are also working with the 
departments of Justice and Treasury to suspend any 
actions already referred to the applicable agency. Ad-
ditionally, we are evaluating ways to improve and ad-
dress farm related debt with the intent to keep farmers 
on their farms earning living expenses, providing for 
emergency needs and maintaining cash flow.”  

The temporary suspension is in place until further 

notice and is expected to continue while the national 
COVID-19 disaster declaration is in place. 

 USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides several dif-
ferent loans for producers, which fall under two main 
categories: 

Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by commer-
cial lenders, such as banks, the Farm Credit System, 
credit unions and other non-traditional lenders. FSA 
guarantees the lender’s loan against loss, up to 95%. 

Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA using funds 
from the federal government. 

The most common loan types are Farm Ownership, 
Farm Operating and Farm Storage Facility Loans, with 
Microloans for each:  

Farm Ownership: Helps producers purchase or en-
large a farm or ranch, construct a new or improve an 
existing farm or ranch building, pay closing costs and 
pay for soil and water conservation and protection. 

Farm Operating: Helps producers purchase livestock 
and equipment and pay for minor real estate repairs and 

annual operating expenses. 
Farm Storage Facility Loans are made 

directly to producers for the construction 
of cold or dry storage and includes han-
dling equipment and mobile storage such 
as refrigerated trucks.

Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, 
Operating Loans and Farm Storage Fa-
cility Loans have a shortened application 
process and reduced paperwork designed 
to meet the needs of smaller, non-tradi-
tional and niche-type operations. 

FSA encourages producers to contact 
their county office to discuss these pro-
grams and temporary changes to farm 
loan deadlines and the loan-servicing 
options available. For Service Center 
contact information, visit farmers.gov/
coronavirus. For servicing information, 
access farmers.gov.  

USDA temporarily suspends debt collections, 
foreclosures and other activities on farm loans

STAY CONNECTED:

pinterest.com/nefarmb

facebook.com/
Nebraska.Farm.Bureau

@NEFarmBureau

youtube.com/
nebraskafarmbureau

nefarmbureau

flickr.com/photos/
nefarmbureau
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A new report by the American Farm Bureau 
Federation provides an in-depth examination 
into the USDA-National Agricultural Statistics 

Service’s (NASS) survey collection and data-reporting 
issues. It also provides recommendations to improve 
accuracy and farmer confidence in the survey results.

The USDA-NASS Working Group, comprised of 10 
farmer members, spent more than four months eval-
uating the process and methodologies USDA-NASS uses 
to put farmer survey data into monthly reports.

“While NASS may have a gold standard reputation for 
agriculture statistics globally, U.S. farmers’ confidence 
in their reports has unfortunately declined,” said AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall. “Large changes, especially the 
last two years due to adverse weather events, in esti-
mates of planted area, crop yields and inventory levels 
have caused wild swings in markets and left farmers 
questioning the agency’s ability to respond quickly to 
rapidly changing conditions on the ground. We hope the 
work done by this group will provide a framework for 
USDA to make timelier adjustments to these key reports 
and restore trust in the data we’ve relied upon for so 
long. NASS has been responsive to feedback in the past 

and we are committed to working with the agency to 
achieve these new goals.”

Key recommendations of the report include:

Increase transparency with the agricultural 
community

NASS should help farmers understand how the agency 
arrives at the numbers reported and provide clarity on 
the relationship between aggregate, state, county and 
field-level reported numbers. If the numbers are not the 
most current due to a market event that occurred after 
the data collection period, NASS should note that. NASS 
should also make a special note when major revisions 
are made to previously reported estimates.

Accelerate new and innovative technology 
adoption

At a time when faster computers, speedier algorithms 
and access to better data and proprietary models give 
agricultural industry stakeholders, traders and the in-
vestment community a competitive advantage in com-
modity-market analysis, NASS should have the best re-

sources, information, data, software, hardware, talent 
and networks so that it can accelerate the development 
of innovative and more timely survey instruments and 
analysis for the benefit of the agricultural community.

Increase collaboration with Farm Bureau to 
accomplish shared goals

Farm Bureau is committed to being a partner for NASS 
in a variety of ways, including working to encourage 
farmers’ accurate and timely participation in NASS’ da-
ta-collection efforts, encouraging lawmakers to provide 
NASS the funding it needs to upgrade its technology and 
hire and retain top-notch staff, participating in NASS 
advisory groups and continuing to consistently attend 
NASS data user meetings.

Strengthen NASS for U.S. agriculture
The implementation of the above recommendations 

will go a long way toward improving the great work al-
ready being done by NASS and strengthen the agency’s 
position as a reliable collector and distiller of agricul-
tural data, which will benefit farmers, ranchers and the 
industry as a whole.  

Nebraskans can now register 
for COVID-19 vaccinations 
through the state’s online portal. 

While state officials are encouraging 
Nebraskans to register in a timely 
manner, the state is NOT administering 
vaccines on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Nebraska’s vaccination plan is 
proceeding in phases with priority 
groups receiving initial doses. Currently, 
the entire state of Nebraska is in Phase 
1B of vaccination. The links below 
will take you to the state’s COVID-19 
vaccination registration website at: 
    https://vaccinate.ne.gov/, and a 
document explaining which groups are 
priority in Phase 1B:  
     http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/
COVID-19-Vaccine-Phase-1B-
Prioritization.pdf  

COVID-19 
Vaccination 
Registration

New report recommends improvements to NASS

Recent Checkoff Programs

The recent Dietar y  Guidel ines for  Americans (DGAs)  identi f ied cr i t i cal  l i fe stages & 
populat ions, such as pregnant women, babies and toddlers,  teen gi r ls,  and older  
adul ts,  who are at r i sk  of  being def icient in nutr ients that are readi l y  avai lable in 
beef .  Animal  sourced foods, such as beef ,  were noted as a fundamental  food for  
heal thy  growth in the ear ly  years,  pr ior i t i z ing the consumption of  meat,  as wel l  as 
eggs and seafood, to help  chi ldren close the gap on cr i t i cal  nutr ient shor tfal ls.  

Meat,  such as beef ,  i s also highl ighted for  adolescents who are of ten under-
consuming a consuming a var iety  of  nutr ients found in beef ,  such as high-qual i ty  protein,  i ron, 
z inc,  chol ine and v i tamins B6 and B12. As adul ts age, the nutr ients in beef  are 
increasingly  impor tant to prevent age-related loss of  muscle and sarcopenia. The 
National  Catt lemen’s Beef  Associat ion (NCBA) ,  a contractor  to the Beef  Checkof f ,  
submitted over  20 sets of  publ ic comments and more than 100 research studies 
reinforcing the impor tance of  f lex ib i l i ty  in  choosing beef  in a var iety  of  heal thy  
d ietar y  patterns. As a resul t ,  there is p lenty  of  good news for  beef  in the 2020 DGAs.  

PProtein foods are considered a core element in a heal thy  d ietar y  pattern and in 
def ining protein foods, meat is l i sted as the f i rst  example. Protein foods, l ike beef ,  
can be consumed by  infants 12-23 months old at 2oz/day which is near ly  a pound per  
week!  Because of  i ts strong nutr ient prof i le,  meat,  such as beef ,  i s emphasized as an  

i ron and z inc-r ich food for  chi ldren, an impor tant source of  heme i ron and chol ine for  pregnant women, and a high-qual i ty  protein 
containing V i tamin B12 for  older  Americans. The 2020 DGAs emphasized the impor tance of  making ever y  b i te count by  choosing 
nutr ient r ich foods, l ike beef  and recognized that beef  helps close nutr ient gaps across ever y  stage of  l i fe by  provid ing 10 
essential  nutr ients l ike protein,  i ron, and z inc.  

Heal th author i t ies l ike the Dietar y  Guidel ines for  Americans, Wor ld Heal th 
Organization and the American Academy of  Pediatr ics recommend animal  
sourced foods, l ike beef ,  to ensure nutr ients such as i ron and z inc are 
met.  Wi th th is as a pr ior i ty,  the Beef  Checkof f  has developed a compre-
hensive bank of  assets for  d isseminating nutr i t ion information about the 
role of  beef  as an impor tant f i rst  food for  infants & toddlers.  Beef  is a 
benef icial  complementar y  food dur ing the f i rst  few years of  l i fe when 
rapid grapid growth and development occur.  Beyond nutr ient needs, beef  of fers 
new and di f ferent f lavors and textures to help  suppor t oral  and motor  
development as wel l  as enhance discover y  and learning, help ing infants 
be more accepting of  new and heal thy  foods as they  grow and develop 
heal thy  eating habi ts.

The “Beef  in the Ear ly  Years” campaign aims to provide continual  education, advance awareness, and increase heal th 
professional  recommendations that beef  can be a nour ishing complementar y  f i rst  food for  babies star t ing at around 6 months of  
age continuing throughout chi ldhood. The content of  the campaign also provides consumers wi th information on how to feed beef  
ef fect ively  and safely  to babies.

As par t  of  th is campaign a l i ve E-Vent cal led “Eating in the Ear ly  Years” was hosted by  the Beef  Checkof f  in September of  2020 
where researchers and heal th professionals gathered to review and discuss the current state of  the science surrounding 
nutr i t ion recommendations nutr i t ion recommendations for  chi ldren b i r th to 24 months. Discussions included ways to inspi re behavior  change to improve 
nutr i t ion outcomes in the ear ly  years.  The Nebraska Beef  Counci l  wi l l  be coordinating educational  and promotional  programs to 
suppor t the campaign in the Spr ing of  2021.

Ever y Bite Counts: 
Eating in the Early Years

2020 Dietar y Guidelines: Beef is  Beneficial  at  Ever y Life Stage
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President Joe Biden’s nominee for 
Agriculture Secretary holds some 
of the same goals as the American 

Farm Bureau Federation. Farm Bureau 
President Zippy Duvall spoke with 
Agriculture Secretary-designate Tom 
Vilsack and they spoke about a variety 
of issues, including the freezing of the 
COVID-19 relief package for farmers.

“He said the review of the COVID relief 
would not take long at all. We also talked 
about the labor issue that we faced on-
farm for decades now needs reformed. He 
agreed that it is time to get that done. You 
can’t talk about this new administration 
without talking about their approach on 
climate. So, I expressed to him that we 
had done a lot of work in the last two 
years to talk about voluntary and mar-
ket-based climate policies and how we do 

Farm bankruptcies declined in 2020. 
However, that doesn’t necessarily 
mean the outlook for agriculture is 

improving. Chapter 12 farm bankruptcy 
filings in 2020 were the third highest 
over the last decade, despite the 2020 
decline.

“For 2020, we had 552 Chapter 12 fam-
ily farm bankruptcies. That was down 
about 7% from what we saw in 2019, or 
43 filings less than last year,” said Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation Chief Econ-
omist John Newton.

Newton says the agriculture sector 
is not out of the woods yet. Chapter 12 
bankruptcy is often the last option for 
farmers and ranchers.

“It’s not something that folks take 
lightly and it’s not something that hap-
pens just with one bad year. We’ve had 
several years of low commodity prices, 
and while things have turned around this 
year, I doubt that the improvements this 
year saved anybody from ultimately hav-
ing to make that unfortunate decision to 
seek Chapter 12 reorganization,” he said.

According to Newton, there are other fac-
tors that may impact the data. “This whole 
year nearly, we’ve been in a remote work 
environment, and when you look across all 
the chapters of the bankruptcy code, we saw 
230,000 fewer filings than last year.

“So, that tells me that the reduction 
in bankruptcies might be attributable to 
the difficulty trying to file a case remote-
ly. The struggles continue, delinquency 
rates on commercial loans, they were up 
more than 5% compared to year-ago lev-
els. And then we also saw USDA recently 
issue new guidelines on farmer loans to 
help those folks who are distressed delay 
repayment,” Newton said.

You can read more on farm bankrupt-
cies on the Market Intel page at fb.org.   

Farm Bureau, Vilsack 
share similar priorities

that to help farmers adapt to continuing 
to be part of the solution to our climate 
problems,” Duvall said.

They also discussed the importance 
of having enough funding for the Com-
modity Credit Corporation.

“Being Secretary in the past for eight 
years, he understands the value of the 
CCC. And I expressed to him that we were 
very interested in being able to increase 
that to make sure he had enough bor-
rowing authority to fill the needs of the 
administration and the farmers. And he 
also committed to the farm programs 
and how important they are to farmers,”

Duvall adds it’s important that Farm Bu-
reau and the administration work together 
to advance the priorities of agriculture.

“To accomplish anything, you got to 
work together. Mr. Vilsack’s been there 
before, we already have a working rela-
tionship with him, and he’s going to pick 
up the reins at USDA and hit the ground 
running. And we look forward to helping 
him solve a lot of the big issues that are 
facing agriculture,” he said.  

Farm bankruptcies 
decreased during 
2020, caution still 
needed

 
 

 
 

 

SINCE 1930

 
 

CLOSING WHEELS | SEEDBED PREPARATION | RESIDUE MANAGEMENT | TOOLBARS
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County Farm Service Agency offices 
across the state are accepting 
applications for CRP Grassland 

acres, from March 15 to April 23. 
CRP Grasslands helps landowners and 

operators protect grassland, including 

rangeland, and pastureland and certain 
other lands while maintaining the areas 
as grazing lands. A separate CRP Grass-
lands sign-up is offered each year fol-
lowing general sign-up, which ended in 
mid-February. The program is competi-

Don’t forget CRP Grassland sign-up dates are approaching
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800-327-0790 
www.sentinelbuildings.com

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

COMMERCIAL  AG  MINISTORAGE  ARENAS  CATTLE/DAIRY STRUCTURES

ROCK       SOLID

STAY
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Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems
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ROCK       SOLID

STAY

MC COOL JUNCTION
NORQUEST AGRI SYSTEMS INC.

402-724-2163

MINDEN
WEAVER FARM SERVICE

308-832-1051
308-233-4308  cell

Since 1967, the Triumph of Ag Expo has been 
regarded as one of the finest indoor farm shows. 
Join us for your opportunity before spring planting to 
save time and money, improve operations, yields, 
safety, efficiency and find the latest solutions.

For Exhibit Information: (402) 346-8003    omahafarmandranch.com      
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– All Under One Roof!  In the Center of Farm Country!
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We get it–you’re comfortable with the equipment you own and upgrading to newer 
technology seems complicated. 

Rick thought the same thing until he started adding Precision Planting products to 
his planter. Upgrading allowed him to be confident his seed was planted correctly, 
resulting in the best stands he’s ever had.
It was that simple.

Get started on your journey to simplicity. 
precisionplanting.com/simple

Precision Planting® is a registered trademark of Precision Planting LLC. ©2021 Precision Planting LLC.

Rick Onken
RUDD, IA
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TO USE

SMARTER 
THAN ME

AND

“

”
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Rick Onken
RUDD, IA

SO EASY 
TO USE

SMARTER 
THAN ME

AND

“

”

ASHTON
ASHTON FEED & GRAIN

308-738-2292
bdonscheski@gmail.com

MCLEAN
PRECISION POINT, LLC

402-360-0230

SCHUYLER
TRI COUNTY AG SERVICE, 

INC.
402-352-3680

www.tcapower.com

SPRINGFIELD
SCHRAM SEEDS, LLC

402-719-1534
www.GrowMoreYield.com

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

tive and provides annual rental payments 
for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

CRP sign-up informational resources, 
including an educational video and the 
opportunity to sign up for online, live 

question and answer sessions, are avail-
able at https://nebraskapf.com/crp-sig-
nup/. For more information on CRP, call 
your county FSA office to schedule an ap-
pointment.  
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LIVESTOCK DIRECTORY

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

800-526-0939 • www.circle-dtrailers.com

• Flatbed Trailers • Livestock Trailers
• Low Profile Equipment Trailers • Horse & Stock Combo Trailers
• Flatbeds For Pickups & 1 Ton Trucks • Multipurpose Trailers

Circle D Corporation

HAVE YOU
HERD?
there’s a new farm hand in town. 

www.DigitalSky.com

PROVIDING RELIABLE 
FEEDING EQUIPMENT 
SOLUTIONS SINCE 1963

Find listings of new and used  
equipment at BillsVolume.com.
Largest Roto-Mix Dealer in the U.S.

Central City, NE • 308-946-3068 
Lexington, NE • 308-324-7409 

Brush, CO • 970-842-5165

BVS 4.75x2 4c-NE Farm Bureau.indd   1BVS 4.75x2 4c-NE Farm Bureau.indd   1 9/2/20   9:46 AM9/2/20   9:46 AM

Cobett Waterers
Farmer Designed/Earth Heated

For prices and delivery
Precision Beef Feed & Supply

402-862-5485
Serving You from SE Nebraska

FORAGES
ALFALFA
GRASSES www.ArrowSeed.com

High Quality Seeds
Top Yielding Varieties

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

valleyirrigation.com

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial
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CA1109

GRANT
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-352-4242
www.valleyproirrigation.com

HAYES CENTER
QUALITY IRRIGATION

308-286-3258
qualityirrigation.com

IMPERIAL
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-882-5660
www.valleyproirrigation.com

MCCOOK
QUALITY IRRIGATION

308-345-2668
www.qualityirrigation.com

NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-532-0950
www.valleyproirrigation.com

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com

NEW!

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.
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FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
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• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com
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COLUMBUS
CORNHUSKER IRRIGATION, INC.

402-563-3382
www.cornhuskerirrigation.com

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION

308-995-8340
www.huskerirrigation.wixsite.com

YORK
SCOTT-HOURIGAN CO.

402-362-7711
www.scotthourigan.com
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PC106 (10-20)

Auto repair 
made simple

For a complete list of shops in your area, 
visit fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops

With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop, 
the claims process is easy:

Call one of the Preferred Auto Repair Shops below:

Expedited service

Guaranteed workmanshipOnly one estimate needed

Simplified billing —
we pay the repair shop directly.
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ASHLAND
THE COLLISION CENTER, INC.

402-944-7402
www.tccne.com

FAIRBURY
MH PAINT AND BODY

402-729-6331
www.mhpaintbody.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON AUTO GROUP

308-384-1700
www.andersonautogroup.com

HASTINGS
LEVANDER'S BODY SHOP

402-461-3747
www.levanderauto.com

HASTINGS
SEALEY BODY SHOP, INC.

402-461-3244
www.sealeybodyshop.com

IMPERIAL
HARCHELROAD MOTORS COLLISION 

CENTER
308-882-2963

www.HarchelroadMotors.com

LINCOLN
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT

402-474-4818
www.midtownbodyandpaint.com

LINCOLN
SPEIDELL BODYWORKS INC. NORTH

402-464-4411
www.speidellbodyworks.com

LINCOLN
TRACY'S BODY SHOP

402-441-4820
www.tracysbodyshop.com

NORTH PLATTE
TWIN RIVERS BODY SHOP, LLC

308-532-4411
www.twinriversbodyshop.net

OMAHA
BAXTER AUTO BODY - SOUTH

402-894-2272
www.baxterauto.com/body-shop

OMAHA
DAVE'S AUTO BODY CO.

402-572-0200
www.davesautobodyco.com

OMAHA
LUKE'S AUTO BODY, LLC

402-731-9992

ROYAL
BUTCH'S BODY SHOP

402-893-5115
402-929-0500

SCOTTSBLUFF
SCOTTSBLUFF BODY & PAINT

308-632-0839
www.scottsbluffbodyandpaint.com

WILBER
K & G BODYSHOP, INC.

402-821-2644
www.kgbodyshop.com

REDEFINED.

Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in engineering, design and specifications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation. 
Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific to their global region. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on 
machine specifications. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2021 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

The Vermeer N-series balers bring heavy-duty components for strength and durability in the field when 
you need it most. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and Auto Lube system help 
extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the industry.
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ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

CROFTON
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-388-4374
www.kaytonint.com

NELIGH
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-887-4118
www.kaytonint.com

PICKRELL
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

402-673-4200
www.butlerag.com

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

COZAD
AXXENT BUILDINGS LLC

308-784-2575
www.axxentbuildings.com

MC COOL JUNCTION
NEVILLE CONSTRUCTION CO.

402-724-2413
www.nevilleconstructionllc.com

You have goals.
We can help.

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. 
Advisory services offered through FBL Wealth Management, LLC.+ Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company
provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-WMA-A (10-20)

David Hennings
13340 California St.
Omaha, NE
Office | 402.894.5783
Mobile | 402.618.0082
DavidHennings.fbfsadvisors.com

Reaching your goals for this year 
is possible – with the right help. I 
can help you create a financial plan 
to help you reach your goals and 
ensure that your decisions are 
moving you forward.

Call me today to start realizing your �nancial goals.



Meet your new herd-feeding workhorse. The BPX9010 is ready to bring simplicity, durability and 
versatility to your farm or ranch. Ready to distribute uniform windrows along bunk lines or out in the 
pasture. Ready to spread bedding with consistency and accuracy at ranges up to 50 ft (15.2 m). Ready 
to simplify the process of processing bales. It’s ready. Are you? 
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CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

LOUP CITY
ELDON KIEBORZ FARM

308-745-0293

PICKRELL
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

402-673-4200
www.butlerag.com

NOTHING 
CLEANS 
LIKE A 
HOTSY.
Hotsy’s Spring Special!  

Our BEST Prices on  
Pressure Washers, Parts, 

Accessories, & Detergents
ALL MARCH LONG!

Hotsy Equipment Co.  
Proudly Serving Nebraska, SW Iowa, & N Kansas 

1.800.274.4444 | HotsyEquipment.com

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and 
minerals...
AND underground pipelines.
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility 
companies who will be affected by the excavation. The 
company will respond to your call and mark their facilities in 
your work area. This is a FREE service.
No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and 
Ranchers. No matter if you're deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch 
cleaning or moving heavy loads. Understanding what's 
below ground will help you DIG SAFELY.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!!!

www.commongroundalliance.com
www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

Disc: Options and products vary by Manufacturer.
isemanhomes.com
76 16th Ave. NW
Le Mars, IA
(712) 546-8004

isemanhomes.com

Disc: Options and products vary by 
Manufacturer.

BUY NOW
TO BEAT

THE PRICE
INCREASE
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2020 MODEL:

DATE:
DRAWN BY:REVISION BOX

WAKARUSA, INDIANA 46573
66700 STATE ROAD 19  P.O. BOX 406

CLAYTON WAKARUSA
Div. of CMH Manufacturing West Inc.Div. of CMH Manufacturing West Inc.

   FLOOR PLAN   
          THE LOFT          DCS

AB3-RB4-355
10/24/2019

INCLUDED AT
CENTRAL AIR

EXTRA
CHARGENO

76 16th Ave. NW,
Le Mars, IA
(712) 546-8004

MODULAR HOME EVENT
“SEE WHAT WE CAN BUILD FOR YOU”
CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY OF FLOOR PLANS AND STYLES
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2018 MODEL:
DATE:
DRAWN BY:REVISION BOX

WAKARUSA, INDIANA 46573
66700 STATE ROAD 19  P.O. BOX 406

CLAYTON WAKARUSA
Div. of CMH Manufacturing West Inc.Div. of CMH Manufacturing West Inc.

   FLOOR PLAN   
          THE LOFT          DCS

6-553
10/24/2019

This Manufactured Home available 
starting at $60/sq. ft.

REPAIR 
FLIGHTING

Call for new super competitive prices
ALL SIZES 3”-50” DIA.
For combines, grain augers, 
mixers, driers, sweeps, etc.

“Factory Direct”

REPLACEMENT
FLIGHTING SUPPLY

BOX 311 • AURORA, NE 68818
(888) 728-0969

Eiklenborg Combine & 
Tractor Salvage

Combine, Baler &
Tractor Parts

Aplington, Iowa
319-347-5510

Open Pollinated Seed Corn
Out produces hybrid for 

silage & grazing.
$67/bu + S&H

217-857-3377
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LIVESTOCK DIRECTORY

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL 800-798-2691

ValentineValentine
LivestockLivestock

402-376-3611402-376-3611
www.valentinelivestock.netwww.valentinelivestock.net

Your source for feeder cattle &  
Replacement Stock

Call or check our website for  
upcoming cattle sales dates.

auer Dependable Genetics
Bulls For SaleJ

Moderate frame, maternal bulls for sale.
(712) 253-8710

www.jauerangus.com

Custom Sizes + Economical + Versatile

ADAPTABLE BUILDING CONCEPTS 
FOR ALL YOUR SHELTER NEEDS

Call Us Today! 1-877-257-4311

sales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.comsales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.com

WISCONSIN BEEF IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
64th Annual Performance Selected Bull Sale

Selected from Bulls on test from  
November 2nd to March 11th

    75 Bulls
SAT., APRIL 3, 2021  SAT., APRIL 3, 2021  
STARTING AT 11 AMSTARTING AT 11 AM

Never miss an auction again!
Watch & bid online for FREE!

Visit www.DVAuction.com
and Register Today!

For general questions please contact our office:
(402) 316-5460 or support@dvauction.com

WISCONSIN BEEF IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

62nd Annual
Performance Selected Bull Sale

SATURDAY, APRIL 6th, 2019 • STARTING AT 11:00 AM

COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH SERVED BY THE GRANT COUNTY LIVESTOCK & MEATS JUDGING TEAM

BUY A WBIA TESTED BULL FROM YOUR LIVING ROOM, OFFICE OR THE TEST STATION!   
GO TO DV AUCTION.COM

2017 TOP SELLING BULL

Virtual Bidding Only. Call 1-800-297-5747

Angus Composite Hereford
Red Angus Simmental

STARR & VARILEK ANGUS
Annual Bull Sale   

Friday, March 26th, 2021
Platte Livestock, Platte SD  1:00

Sire Groups Represented
MAR Innovation 251
S Open Country 4153

VDAR Cedar Wind 2027
Basin Payweight 107S

VA Top Game 7086
SAV Renown 3439

Musgrave Colossal 137
CAR Juneau 635
VDAR Hero 1863
VA Summit 614

Lot 43 ~ VA Summit 614

  Lot 9 ~ VDAR Cedar Wind 2027

	1st Breeding Season Guarantee
	Volume Discounts
	Free Delivery up to 250 miles

Starr & Varilek  Angus

Visit our website for sale information & pictures
www.varilekctangus.com

Selling
52 Two Year Old Bulls

Why Use a Two Year Old?
•More Females Covered  •Less Hassle

• Less Breakdowns

For more information or to request a catalog contact:

Duke Starr  605-680-3780

This sale will be broadcast via
CattleUSA.com

Watch/bid online through 
the Platte Livestock Site.

Portable, All-Steel Shelters

800-882-4884
www.port-a-hut.com 

Each shelter is all steel constructed with heavy, 
galvanized, corrugated steel, reinforcements 
with heavy duty angle iron frames. Sizes from 
14’ to 4’6”.

 Check the web site or call today.
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FORD  F-150

We value our long-standing 
partnership with Farm Bureau and 
are proud to offer their members 
exclusive savings.

FORD  RANGER
FORD  SUPER DUTY ®

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

O N  E L I G I B L E  N E W  RA N G E R, F-1 5 0  O R  SU P E R  DU T Y ®

* Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Bonus Cash on eligible new 2020/2021/2022 
Ford Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty.® This incentive is not available on F-150 Raptor, F-600, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty®. This offer may not be used in conjunction with 
most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 
consecutive days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2022. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see 
your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37860.

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

Computer-generated image with available features shown.
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AINSWORTH
AINSWORTH MOTORS INC.

402-387-1681
www.ainsworthmotors.com

ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY

888-432-0650
www.coverjones.com

AURORA
FRIESEN FORD

402-694-3111
www.friesenford.com

BLAIR
WOODHOUSE FORD

402-426-4126
www.woodhouse.com

HASTINGS
HASTINGS FORD LINCOLN

402-463-3116
www.hastingsfordlincoln.com

NORFOLK
COURTESY FORD OF NORFOLK

402-371-9350
www.courtesyfordofnorfolk.com

OMAHA
WOODHOUSE FORD

402-574-2600
www.woodhouse.com

PLATTSMOUTH
WOODHOUSE FORD

402-296-9000
www.woodhouse.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY

402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com
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Through your half cent per bushel investment, the Nebraska Corn
Board (NCB) is creating new opportunities for corn growers in the
following ways:

Enhancing Demand.
Adding Value. 
Ensuring Sustainability.

Market Development 
Unlocking access to higher ethanol blends nationwide will increase demand for 
Nebraska corn by hundreds of millions of bushels.

Research
Every dollar invested in checkoff-supported research at the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln generates $2.25 in funding from outside sources. This has equated 
to over $8 million in additional funding to help Nebraska’s corn growers.

Education
Our generation won’t be here forever. NCB activates youth involvement in agriculture
— supporting programs like 4-H and FFA.

Promotion
Consumer awareness enhances demand. NCB reaches millions of consumers,
motorists, policymakers and international customers each year.

Learn more at nebraskacorn.gov/farmers
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CSC and WNCC have created a
new program for students

 • The Panhandle Advantage provides a clear pathway for students 
who start at WNCC then transfer to Chadron State College.

 • Students who complete a two-year associate’s degree at WNCC in 
Business Administration or Elementary Education seamlessly transfer 
to CSC to complete a bachelor’s degree.

 • All WNCC graduates with a qualifying GPA are eligible for two-year 
scholarships to CSC.

Learn more at
csc.edu/advantage

PANHANDLE
ADVANTAGE
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MOTOR VEHICLES
FOR SALE: 2005 Toyota Matrix XR 
Description: One owner, great shape, 
detailed records, 2 sets of tires/rims. 
Would be a good student car and/or for 
commuting, $4,200. Call (402) 358-0877. 
(Knox County) 

Free Exchange Ads for Farm Bureau Members 
The Exchange is a place for Nebraska Farm Bureau members to buy, sell or trade their items through classified ads for free. It is the responsibility of 
members to contact each other to negotiate interactions or transactions. All Exchange ads will be deleted after 30 days. All items listed before the 10th 
of the month will be printed in the Nebraska Farm Bureau News without a photo. You can contact Kylee Planer at kyleep@nefb.org or (402) 421-4485, for 
assistance in placing these Exchange ads in the Nebraska Farm Bureau News. The Exchange is an online portal which can be found at nefb.org/exchange.

MISC
FOR SALE: 4 rolls woven sheep wire. Call 
(308) 325-1476 (Dawson County)

MACHINE & EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: International 6 row, 36 inch 
row dig with Northman trip saver; 6 

row 26 inch hiller. Call (308) 325-1476 
(Dawson County)
Wanted: Small garden tractor in good 
shape. Call (308) 750-6336 (Sherman/
Valley)
FOR SALE: Vermeer 1224 wheel rake. Call 
(308) 750-6336 (Sherman/Valley)

FOR SALE: Rare Letz Bur Mill, mounted 
on two wheel card with power take off, 
loading elevator and unloading auger, 
shedded. Call (402) 432-1473. (Lancaster 
County)

Nebraska Farm Bureau is built 
upon the strength of County 
Farm Bureaus and it is essential 

to provide not only the staff and support 
to help counties grow, but also the 
financial resources to make it possible. 
Below are several ways County Farm 
Bureaus can apply for grants to help 
them fund a local project they might not 
otherwise get to do.   

Century Club Grants from 
Nebraska Farm Bureau

For the third straight year, Nebras-
ka Farm Bureau will honor our Century 
Club members and their example of sup-
porting County Farm Bureaus by offering 
Century Club Grants. County Farm Bu-
reaus are eligible to apply for one (1) of 
ten (10) $250 grants to help make an im-
pact, meet a need or create partnerships 
in your county. 

The deadline to apply is March 31. 
Funds will be distributed on April 1.  Ap-
ply online at: www.nefb.org/century-
clubgrant. 

Lancaster County Farm Bureau 
Grants

Lancaster County Farm Bureau is also 
offering grants to County Farm Bureaus 
to help them with leadership develop-
ment, the creation of programs to meet 
the needs of their members, and to in-
crease member involvement - strength-
ening the voice of agriculture locally. 

Grant applications can be submitted 
from all County Farm Bureaus in Nebras-
ka. The deadline to apply is May 1. Grant 
funds will be distributed by June 15. The 
application is available at: www.nefb.org/
lancastercounty. 

Get paid to get new members 
involved! 

County Farm Bureaus get paid for get-
ting new members (who joined in the 
prior year) involved in the work you do. 
Before Sept. 1, counties will be asked 
to submit a form listing their 2020 ag 
members and what activities and roles 
they played in the County Farm Bureau.

Your County Farm Bureau will receive 
$20 for each new ag member who meets 
the following guidelines:

l New ag member in 2020, AND
l Participates in Farm Bureau events or 

activities (CFB summary of activity), 
AND
l Renews their membership in 2021

(Counties receive payment with their last 
month dues for the 2021 Membership Year)

Financially strengthening County Farm Bureaus
Key Deadlines:
NEFB Century Club Grants:  March 31
“Early Harvest”:  March 31 
Lancaster County Farm Bureau 

Grants:  May 1
Quota County:  Sept. 30

See terms and conditions at farmbureau.bank. Paycheck Protection Program: offering small business and non-profits financial relief. Visit farmbureau.bank/ppp to apply. Banking services provided by Farm Bureau Bank, FSB. Farm Bureau,
FB, and the FB National Logo are registered service marks owned by, and used by Farm Bureau Bank FSB under license from, the American Farm Bureau Federation. 02.2021

farmbureau.bank • 800.492.3276

Proudly serving Farm Bureau® members.
Vehicle Loans • Equipment Loans • Deposit Services
Credit Cards • Business Services • Business Loans

Contact Farm Bureau Bank for more information and apply today! Banking tailored 

specifically for  the

Farm Bureau family

Proudly offering
Paycheck Protection Program

Member Benefits & Savings
Farm Bureau Bank®

“Early Harvest” Counties earn 
$125

County Farm Bureaus will receive 
a $125 cash award if the County Farm 
Bureau becomes an “Early Harvest” 
county and reaches its new member 
goal for ag operation (voting) mem-
bers by March 31.

Quota Counties receive $250 and 
more!

County Farm Bureaus receive a $250 cash 
award when they reach their overall member 
goal by Sept. 30. In addition, they receive a 
free mailing to their ag members and recog-
nition from NEFB President Mark McHargue 
at the NEFB Annual Meeting in December.  
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Chadron State College offers: 
  Bachelor’s degrees 
  Master’s degrees

“My experience  
at CSC was  
phenomenal.  
The professors I  
worked with were  
excellent and they  
engaged, empowered,  
and supported me  
through my learning.”

– Valerie Bruce 
2019 Wyoming Teacher of the Year

csc.edu/online

Focus on the Future


