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Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Efforts Connect 
Utah Boy and Virginia Bridge to Help Cedar County

It all started with 6-year-old Kai Baldwin 
of Vernal, Utah. He saw a news story 
about the flooding in Nebraska and could 
not hold back the tears. “How will they 
get home and save their animals without 
a bridge?” he asked his mom. “We have to 
send them our money!” 

Touched by her son’s desire to help, 
Kai’s mom, Kristin Forbis, researched a 
reputable source to where a donation 
could be sent, and the pair invited friends 
and family to empty their pockets and add 
to Kai’s piggy bank donation of $3.21. The 
donations would be sent to the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund, knowing 
that 100 percent of it would be used to help 
farmers, ranchers and rural communities.

“I let him set his own goal, and Kai decided 
a new bridge would cost $60,” said Forbis. 
“Kai walked our neighborhood gathering 
change and was ecstatic as he counted 
every nickel and penny.” Forbis also posted 
the fundraiser on her Facebook page, as Kai 
raised $285.28. The check was sent to the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund 
along with Kai’s ‘Dear Nebraska, I’m sorry 
you got flooded…’ card and all his hope that 
a bridge could now be fixed.

Enter Jesse Wise of Culpeper, Va., a farmer 
who raises hay on 200 acres near Culpeper 
and feeds it to his cow/calf pairs. He also owns 
Wise Services and Recycling, a scrap metal 
recycling business. Recently, a customer had 
Wise scrap a functional temporary bridge, 
and Wise thought he could find a home for 
the bridge somewhere in Nebraska. 

“I knew people were hauling hay to 
Nebraska; I didn’t have enough hay to share, 
but I wanted to help. So, I wondered if 
Nebraska could use the bridge we scrapped. 
Believe me, I had a lot of dead silence on the 
phone as I tried to find the bridge a home,” 
Wise laughed. “It’s not every day you get a 
call saying; ‘I have a bridge for you, can you 
use it?’” he said. 

After getting nowhere, Wise called staff 
members from the Nebraska Farm Bureau 

Foundation, which manages the Nebraska 
Disaster Relief Fund. The Foundation began 
working with Cedar County Commissioner 
Craig Bartels, who lives near Belden.

“There is a good chance that at least two 
bridges, if not more, will need to be replaced 
in Cedar County,” said Bartels. “We have 
several miles of road in Cedar County that 
is completely washed out and in need of 

repair. With all the rain that continues to fall, 
and all the mud, it is hard to fix those well-
traveled roads, and now the less-traveled 
ones are in need of repair, too.”

Two months after flooding caused billions of 
dollars of damage, road crews are working hard 
to repair 3,300 miles of roads. According to 
the Nebraska Department of Transportation 
website, it is estimated that 27 state bridges 

were washed out or damaged. The number of 
county bridges damaged is still unknown.

It costs a lot to load a bridge and transport 
it across the country, but Wise put the 
pieces together. The cost to get the bridge 
to Nebraska is being split by Wise Services 
and Recycling, which donated the bridge; Neff 

Continued on page 6

Six-year old Kai Baldwin of Vernal, Utah, raised $285.28 for the Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief Fund to help 
flooded communities in Nebraska. While Pete Read and Keith Jenkins of Read Transportation (bottom left) in Culpeper, 
VA,  delivers a bridge to Coleridge, NE.
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Although we’re still a few months away from the 2019 
Husker football season, there’s never a bad time for a good 
football analogy. While property taxes and school funding are 
not a game, I can’t think of a better way to share Nebraska 
Farm Bureau’s perspective on the Legislature’s efforts to fix 
K-12 school funding or address the high property taxes that 
have occurred due to flaws in that system.

As you know by now, the Legislature ended its 90-day 
session early, without a “win” on either front. While some 
will point to the placement of an additional $51 million into 
the state’s Property Tax Credit Fund as a Legislative win, it’s a 
not a long-term solution to our state’s property tax problem. 
Only structural reforms in education funding can deliver that.

The Legislature just completed the First Session of the 
106th Nebraska Legislature. When lawmakers return in 
January, they’ll start the Second Session. That means the 
key bills that were in play last session will still be in play 
come January. Most of the key ideas for fixing the problem 
are already on the table. Senators won’t need to spend 
time wading through hearings and can jump right back 
into the fray. Similarly, the players will be the same. There 
are no elections to cause turnover, nor will there be any 
key changes in leadership positions.

For all intents and purposes, the Legislature is at “half-
time” on the tax and school funding reform issue, and we 
still have a long way to go before the final gun sounds. 

While the first half of a football game is about 
implementing a game plan, half-time is about reviewing 
what worked, what didn’t, and adjusting to improve the 
chance of winning.

Let’s start with what’s worked this past session. For the 
first time in years, the Legislature advanced a bill to the floor 
for debate that would make structural and fundamental 
reforms to the way Nebraska funds schools. While not 
perfect, LB 289 would have reversed the long-standing 
trend of K-12 school funding being shifted from the state 
onto the backs of property taxpayers. By guaranteeing 
the state would cover at least one-third of every school 
district’s needs and providing per-student foundation aid, 
the bill would help schools lessen their reliance on local 
property taxes for funding. It also would address inequities, 
where the state is covering the majority of school funding 
costs for some of Nebraska’s K-12 students, while providing 
little to no support for others.

On the flip side, LB 289 would have funded the additional 
state support to schools by further broadening funding 
sources and generating new revenue. The bill proposed to 
increase the state’s sales tax rate, eliminate some service-
based sales tax exemptions, raise the cigarette tax and 
remove the personal property tax exemption, all to help 
fund schools. The comprehensive nature of the bill made 
it a heavy lift, and generating new revenues to provide 

property tax relief made some senators uneasy. 
With that said, it’s widely speculated that 28 senators 

would have voted to support LB 289 had it been taken 
to a vote. That’s five votes short of the 33 needed to end 
a filibuster and advance a bill, which is the norm in the 
Legislature today. A six-month “half-time” presents a real 
opportunity for senators who campaigned on property 
tax relief (which was most of them) to regroup and work 
through the issues that surfaced on LB 289 this session. 

There’s a lot at stake in the discussions. With a goal line 
stand in the last few days of the session, a bill to extend 
the state’s corporate incentives failed to advance, largely 
due to several senators sending a message that the body 
must deliver property tax relief first, a message Nebraska 
Farm Bureau had shared with senators all session. What 
transpires between now and when the Legislature convenes 
next January will likely dictate the fate of both bills.

It’s clear that fixing the overreliance on property taxes 
to fund our K-12 schools is the right game plan. Now is 
the time for our elected leaders to huddle up, tweak the 
playbook, and get on the same page to make sure they can 
deliver a “win” in the second half. That’s what Nebraskans 
expect and deserve, and Nebraska Farm Bureau will be 
doing everything it can to help advance the cause.

Until Next Time,

The President’s 
Message
By Steve Nelson,  
President,  
Nebraska Farm Bureau

“Half-Time” Allows Regroup on Tax, School Funding Reform

VOLUME 37 ISSUE 3
June-July, 2019

USPS 375-780 ISSN 0745-6522

Official publication of 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

(402) 421-4400
www.nefb.org

 
Mission

To enrich the lives of Nebraska farm and  
ranch families and enhance Nebraska  

agriculture through meaningful advocacy,  
education, and leadership development.

Vision
To achieve a great quality of life and prosperity 

for Nebraska farm and ranch families.

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor/Advertising/Writer: 
 Tina Henderson
 tinah@nefb.org or ext. 4446
Writer: Craig Head
 craigh@nefb.org or ext. 4435
Writer: Cassie Hoebelheinrich 
 cassieh@nefb.org or ext. 4730
Writer: Erin Stieren
 erins@nefb.org or ext. 4428
Graphics Web/Layout: Oscar Diaz
 oscard@nefb.org or ext. 4448
Want Ads and County Annual Meeting Notices:
 Kylee Planer 
 kyleep@nefb.org or ext. 4485

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION
Steve Nelson, president (Axtell)
Mark McHargue, first vice president (Central City)
Rob Robertson, chief administrator/ 
  secretary-treasurer (Lincoln)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bill Baldwin, second vice president (Mitchell)
Dennis Beethe (Elk Creek)
Kevin Peterson (Osceola)
Martey Stewart (Dixon)
Leslie Boswell (Shickley)
Katie Olson (Atkinson)
Dustin Ladenburger (Stratton)
Hilary Maricle (Albion)
Dave Nielsen (Lincoln)
Lance Atwater (Ayr)

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU NEWS is published ten 
times per year by Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation, 5225 
South 16th St., Lincoln, NE 68512. Periodicals postage paid 

at Lincoln, NE, and additional entry offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Nebraska Farm Bureau News

Attn: Tina Henderson
P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501

SPECIALOFFER
FOR NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

$250
FACTORY DIRECT CASH
With the Purchase of Any New Yamaha Grizzly, Kodiak, 
Wolverine, Wolverine X2, Wolverine X4, Viking, Viking VI, 
YXZ1000R, or YXZ1000R SS Model (All Versions)

HOW TO GET YOUR REBATE:
1. Go to www.nefb.org/benefits and login as a member
2. Click on Yamaha and enter your email address for a unique Yamaha rebate code
3. Click on the Yamaha link under the rebate code
4. Enter your rebate code and fill out the necessary information
5. Click submit and wait by the mailbox for your check

IMPORTANT REBATE INFORMATION:
The members’ information must match the purchaser’s information to receive the 
$250 rebate. Members have up to 30 days after purchase to apply for the $250 rebate 
and there is NO WAITING PERIOD for new Nebraska Farm Bureau members to use the 
Yamaha discount. Your rebate check should arrive from Yamaha Motor Corp. within 
6-8 weeks of submitting the request. One rebate per purchase.

Please call the Nebraska Membership department at (402) 421-4466 with questions. | Not a Nebraska Farm Bureau member? Join today at www.nefb.org/join

COUNTY NEWS

Grant County Selects 
Beef Certificate Winner

Grant County Farm Bureau celebrated 
Beef Month in May with a $50 beef 
certif icate drawing, held at Dredla’s in 
Hyannis on June 7. Pictured are winner 
Kourtney Retzlaff (left) and Grant County 
Farm Bureau board member Kathy Cover.

Scotts Bluff County presented the Mitchell-Morrill FFA chapter with a $900 grant for 
FFA jackets and the Minatare FFA Chapter with a $1,200 grant to help with the cost 
of hotel rooms at the state convention and other functions. The grants give students 
an opportunity to experience FFA at a greater level. In April, Scotts Bluff County Farm 
Bureau members Paul Pieper, Jeff Nichols, and Andy and Jessica Groskopf, treated the 
Minatare, Mitchell-Morrill, and Scottsbluff FFA Chapters to a pizza party. They talked 
about what Farm Bureau is about and informed the students about the Scotts Bluff 
County Farm Bureau scholarship.

Howard County Farm Bureau sponsored a 
coloring contest commemorating National 
Ag Week for K-3 students within the four 
elementary schools in Howard County. A 
gift card was awarded to a student in each 
participating class for a total of 16 cards. 
The response was overwhelming, and it 
was a challenge for the board of directors to 
choose the winners.

Dawson County Farm Bureau and Dawson County Cattlemen donated beef to local 
schools during their annual “Beef Bonanza” in April. The donations gave students a choice 
when it comes to a healthy nutritious lunch. In addition to the beef donation, the Dawson 
County ag groups shared information and promoted beef in the classroom. Students today 
are three to four generations removed from the family farm or ranch and have little to 
no understanding of agriculture. Beef booklets full of information and a lesson from each 
school’s FFA chapter were given to fourth graders across the county.

Scotts Bluff County Farm Bureau Partners 
with Local FFA 

Howard County Farm 
Bureau Sponsors 
Coloring Contest

Dawson County Donates Beef to Local Schools

pinterest.com/nefarmb

Stay Connected:

facebook.com/Nebraska.Farm.Bureau

@NEFarmBureau

youtube.com/nebraskafarmbureau

nefarmbureau

flickr.com/photos/nefarmbureau
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Nebraska Farm Bureau has identified nine social media 
savvy student members to join our Crew. The Crew is a 
group of Nebraska Farm Bureau student members who 
share their love of agriculture through social media. Each 
member is selected in the spring and participates for one year.

A Crew member “Supports and amplifies Nebraska Farm 
Bureau and Foundation messages, creates original content 
to portray accurate agriculture messages. Participates in 
facilitated learning sessions from industry professionals. 
Leads social media advocacy for their generation.”

Follow along this year as these students bring to life rural 
America through their work on social media!

Savannah Peterson is a fifth-
generation farmer and rancher. Her 
family grows corn, soybeans, wheat 
and alfalfa in central Nebraska. They 
also have a cow/calf and feedlot 
operation. This year she will be a 
senior at Gothenburg High School 
and is an active member in 4-H and 

FFA, where she has participated in many state and national 
teams. During this year on The Crew, she looks forward to 
sharing more about her life on a family farm and hearing the 
story of fellow Crew members. 

Mariah Frevert is the fifth generation 
on her family farm, where her family 
raises beef cattle and row crops. She 
also raises show pigs for market and 
breeding, and loves to work with 
horses. She is involved with FFA 
and 4-H, where she participates in 
numerous contests. She currently 

serves on the Wayne County Swine Council for the Wayne 
County Fair. A recent Wayne High School graduate, Mariah 
will be attending Northeast Community College this fall 
studying agribusiness and participating on the college 
livestock judging team. As a member of the Crew, she hopes 
to inform consumers of the different practices, processes 
and aspects in animal agriculture. 

Sydney Pelster is the fifth generation 
on her family farm and ranch southeast 
of Elsie. Her family raises cattle, wheat, 
corn and soybeans, and run a cow/
calf operation. She will be a senior at 
Wallace High School and is involved in 
various activities such as FFA and 4-H. 
Pelster plans to attend the University 

of Nebraska-Lincoln. She is excited to educate others on 
where their food comes from and advocate for farmers and 
ranchers throughout Nebraska.

John Vacek is the third generation 
on his family farm east of Ravenna. His 
family raises corn, soybeans and cattle. 
He will be a freshman at UNL studying 
environmental restoration science, and 
fisheries and wildlife. Being an advocate 
for agriculture has always been a 
priority for him, and he strives to stay 

up to date on the latest issues, especially environmental and 
natural resources issues. 

Morayah Cupp is the fifth generation 
on her family farm in southwest 
Nebraska near Champion. Her family 
raises specialty pumpkins, gourds and 
squash, and have a cow/calf operation. 
She will be a junior at Chase County 
High School and is involved in 4-H and 
FFA. As a part of these organizations, 

she has realized the effect of the ever-changing ag industry 
on our families, states, nation and world. 

Jennifer Sedlacek’s passion for 
agriculture comes from spending 
her summers at her uncle’s and 
grandparents’ farms. She always looks 
for ways to learn about the agriculture 
industry, whether that be showing 
cattle in 4-H, attending conferences 
at UNL or serving as an FFA officer in 

her school’s chapter. While being a Crew member, Jennifer 
wants to continue to learn about Nebraska's number-
one industry, discuss controversial issues with farmers and 
inform consumers about how farmers feed the world.

Sofia Sedlacek is pursuing a degree 
in elementary education with a minor 
in agriculture communications from 
Northwest Missouri State University 
with a dream of teaching agriculture 
to elementary students. She was 
active in FFA and 4-H, and she is 
involved with Collegiate Farm Bureau 

and the professional agriculture sorority on campus as a 
philanthropy committee member raising money for Heifer 
International. As a Crew member, she wants to positively 
promote the beef industry and help the consumer have a 
better understanding of how farmers and ranchers take 
care of and handle their livestock.

Taylor Ruwe grew up outside 
Hooper on a farm growing crops with 
her family. She attends Logan View 
High School and is a member of the 
FFA, where she serves as an officer 
and participates on both the livestock 
and dairy judging teams. She plans to 
further her education at the University 

of Nebraska-Lincoln and study agricultural business and 
make connections all over the agricultural industry. 

Paige Martindale is the seventh 
generation on her family’s ranch and 
feedlot operation west of Brewster. Her 
family focuses on bettering the operation 
from the land to the cattle, improving it for 
the future generations. She will start her 
second year at the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney, is majoring in agribusiness and 

plans to return to the ranch. At UNK, she is a member of the 
Agribusiness Club. As a Crew member, she wants to inform and 
share with people what life is like in the agricultural industry. 

Membership Matters
The ability of Farm Bureau members 

to make an impact in Nebraska is largely 
determined by what county Farm Bureaus 
do to make the lives of farmers and ranchers 
better. And more members mean a larger 
voice on agriculture issues locally, in the 
state, and nationally.

When is the last time you asked someone?
“Would you like to join us in the work we 
are doing at Farm Bureau?”

What did they say?
“No.” (Ask them again!)
“I don’t know.” (Tell them why you joined 
and invite them to get involved.)
“Yes!” (Get them involved, and ask the next 
person!)

There is strength in numbers. The more 
members we have – the more voices 
committed to solutions you have identified 
-- the more that legislators pay attention to 
us. More members make Farm Bureau a 
stronger, more effective voice.

Krista Podany is a Knox County Farm 
Bureau member and has recruited a number 
of new members to join this year.

“For me it’s easy to sell a Farm Bureau 
membership. I just listen to what they 
really want. One person I asked to join was 
concerned about healthcare and told them 
about the Nebraska Farm Bureau Member 
Health Plan and explained that they needed 
to be a member before June 30. They 
signed up on the spot! This year, our area 
was greatly impacted by the flood and many 
said we were the only farm organization 
doing things to help everyone, not just Farm 
Bureau members,” Podany said.

Dawes County Farm Bureau member 
Erin Norman has seen success recruiting 
student members this year and getting them 
involved at the Collegiate Farm Bureau at 
Chadron State College.

“Our young people are the future of 
agriculture and Farm Bureau. With the 
help of Chardon State College Collegiate 

Farm Bureau club president Alissa Sweley, 
the club at the college has grown. This is a 
student organization dedicated to serving 
as ‘The Voice of Agriculture on Campus’ 
through a wide variety of education, service 
and advocacy efforts. We want students to 
become more active in Farm Bureau and 
stay a member after college, so the programs 
work with students to become strong 
leaders and develop their agriculture careers. 
It’s easy for students to say yes to join. Farm 
Bureau offers a lot of opportunities to grow 
within the organization,” Norman said.

In addition to the impact you can make 
on policy issues that face your county, you 
also need voices and resources to make 
that impact happen. Counties rely primarily, 
if not exclusively, on dues for the revenue 
to provide scholarships, sponsor events like 
county fairs and safety days, and to raise 
awareness of the importance of agriculture 
in their counties.

But did you know that every time a Farm 
Bureau member takes out a new loan, is issued 
and activates a new credit card, or opens a 
new deposit account with Farm Bureau Bank 
your county receives financial support? 

Since 2016, Farm Bureau Bank, has 
contributed thousands of dollars to county 
Farm Bureaus across Nebraska as a result of 
your business with Farm Bureau Bank. Their 
support helps ensure a strong Nebraska 
for farm and ranch families and our rural 
communities.

In addition, Farm Bureau Bank will pay for 
your members’ renewals when you spend 
$10,000 per year on their Farm Bureau 
Member Rewards MasterCard® (up to $50 
for Century Club members).

So, it not only pays to use your member 
benefits, but it also makes a difference for 
your county Farm Bureau and farm and 
ranch families, too!

Nebraska Farm Bureau has many resources 
available to support your county Farm Bureau 
as you work to recruit and retain members. 
Contact your Regional Manager (RM) or the 
Membership Department at (402) 421-4466.

Get started with your price savings using 3 easy methods:
1. Call Grainger customer service at (800) 472-4643 and reference 

account number: 0855922449
2. In stores, present the Nebraska Farm Bureau account number at 

the time of purchase: 0855922449
3. Go to www.grainger.com/farmbureau to Register a new 

Grainger.com account. Use account number: 0855922449
If you or your business has an existing Grainger account number, call 
customer service to have it linked to the Farm Bureau organization 
account number: 0855922449

Special Farm Bureau Member Pricing 
and Free Shipping on All Grainger Orders

COUNTY SCHOLARSHIPS

Custer County Farm Bureau awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Weston Kunkee of Callaway. 
Kunkee is the son of Dean and Angie Kunkee. Bailee McMillan of Milburn received a $1,500 
scholarship. McMillan plans to gain her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Charmayne Popp of Broken Bow received a $1,500 scholarship. Popp is 
the daughter of Beryl and Tracy Popp. Picture are Tim Krause (left), Custer County Farm 
Bureau president, and 2019 scholarship recipients Weston Kunkee, Bailee McMillan and 
Charmayne Popp.

Scotts Bluff County Farm Bureau awarded Joseph Pieper, Phillip Soto, Jacob Jenkins and Alissa 
Sweley with scholarships. Pieper of Mitchell received the $1,000 Larry Birdsall Memorial 
Scholarship. Pieper is the son of Paul and Jane Pieper. He currently attends Eastern Wyoming 
College. Soto of Scottsbluff received a $600 Scotts Bluff County Farm Bureau Scholarship. 
Soto is the son of Juan and Luanna Soto. He plans to attend Chadron State College. Jenkins 
of Mitchell received a $600 Scotts Bluff County Farm Bureau Scholarship. Jenkins is the son 
of Jeff and Robyn Jenkins. He plans to attend Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in 
Curtis. Sweley of Scottsbluff received the $500 Connie Birdsall Scholarship. Sweley is the 
daughter of Gregg and Heather Sweley. She attends Chadron State College, where she is 
the president of the Chadron State College Collegiate Farm Bureau.

Custer County Awards Scholarships

Scotts Bluff County Awards Four Scholarships

Douglas County Farm Bureau Federation 
awarded a $2,000 scholarship to Molly 
Schmeits. Molly is a graduate of Omaha 
North High Magnet School. She will be 
attending the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. Her desire is to obtain a degree 
in Elementary Education. She would like to 
become a speech pathologist for elementary 
schools in Nebraska. Her parents are 
Donald and Pamela Schmeits, long-time 
Farm Bureau members.

Douglas County Farm 
Bureau Awards  $2,000 

Scholarship

 Joseph Pieper Phillip Soto Jacob Jenkins

Chase DeVries

Toriann Likens

Kelsay Schlichtman

Alissa Sweley

Jamie Bonifas

The Dawes County Farm Bureau announced Madison Cogdill as the recipient of their $500 
scholarship. Cogdill of Chadron is the daughter of Bill and Maribeth Cogdill. Cogdill recently 
graduated from Chadron High School and plans to attend the University of Wyoming to 
pursue a degree in Ag Business, Farm and Ranch Management.

Congratulations Brittani Pospisil on being 
awarded the Knox County Farm Bureau 
Federation Scholarship in the amount 
of $250. Pospisil is the daughter of Jerry 
and Diane Pospisil of Creighton. Pospisil 
graduated with honors from Creighton 
High School and plans to attend and major 
in Pre-Veterinary Medicine at Hastings 
College, then plans to enroll in Large 
Animal Veterinary Medicine at Kansas State 
University. After graduating, she plans to 
return to her hometown and practice as a 
large animal veterinarian

The Garden County Farm Bureau 
announced that Jaedon Ross is the recipient 
of the $500 scholarship. Ross plans to go 
to Wayne State College and major in 
Psychology and minor in Forensic Science 
with an endorsement in Equine Therapy. 
Ross is the daughter of Robert and Misty 
Ross of Lisco.

Adams County Farm Bureau awarded two 
scholarships to students in Adams County. 
Chase DeVries is the $1,500 winner. He is a 
student at Sandy Creek High School. Jamie 
Bonifas is the $500 winner. She is a student 
at Blue Hill High School.

During a meeting of the Boyd County Farm 
Bureau, Vice President Oliver Nelson (right) 
awards Shay Nelson of Spencer with a 
certificate showcasing him as the 2019 Boyd 
County Farm Bureau scholarship winner.

Cogdill Receives Dawes County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship

Jaedon Ross Receives 
$500 Garden County 

Scholarship

Adams County Farm 
Bureau Awards $2,000 

in Scholarships

Shay Nelson is 
Awarded Boyd County 

Scholarship

Jefferson County Farm Bureau has 
awarded two scholarships; one for $500 
and the other for $250. Toriann Likens 
of Fairbury was the $500 scholarship 
recipient. Likens is the daughter of Tony 
and Lana Likens, who are members 
of the Jefferson County Farm Bureau. 
Likens is a senior at Fairbury High School 
and is planning to attend the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring in Ag 
Education. Jefferson County Farm Bureau 
also selected Kelsay Schlichtman of 
Beatrice as the $250 scholarship recipient. 
Schlichtman is the daughter of Chris and 
Stacy Schlichtman, who are members 
of the Gage County Farm Bureau. 
Schlichtman is a senior at Diller/Odell 
High Schools and is planning to attend the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring 
in Pre-Vet.

Two graduating seniors from Arthur County each received a $250 scholarship from Arthur 
County Farm Bureau. Colton Storer of Arthur plans to attend Chadron State College 
and is expected to major in Agribusiness. Trevan Rut of Arthur plans to attend Southeast 
Community College – Beatrice, then plans to transfer to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and major in Ag Education.

Two Jefferson County 
Students are Selected 

for Scholarships

Storer and Rut Receive Arthur County 
Scholarships

Pospisil of Creighton 
Receives Knox County 

Farm Bureau Scholarship
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The recently reintroduced Transporting 
Livestock Across America Safely Act 
(S. 1255) addresses the challenges of 
transporting livestock by providing some 
fixes for hours of service regulations and 
the electronic logging device mandate. The 
measure was introduced by a bipartisan 
group of senators led by Sen. Ben Sasse 
(R-Neb.).

“Sen. Sasse’s bill is a step in the right 
direction to fixing regulations that fail to 
provide the flexibility needed to address 
the unique needs that exist in the transport 
of livestock,” said Nebraska Farm Bureau 
President Steve Nelson.

Current regulations require commercial 
drivers hauling agricultural commodities to 
turn on their ELD after they cross a 150-
air mile radius of the origin of their load.  
After crossing a 150-air mile radius, they 
must start tracking their on-duty time and 
can only drive 11 hours before taking a 
mandatory 10-hour rest.

An ELD is not currently required for 
livestock and insect haulers, thanks to 

an appropriations rider that prohibits 
enforcement. Passage of the rider was 
prompted by lawmakers’ concern that the 
mandate does not account for the unique 
needs of the live animals being transported. 
The extended stops required by the HOS 
regulations are dangerous for livestock, 
which rely on moving trailers to stay 
comfortable and reduce their stress.

Under the Transporting Livestock 
Across America Safely Act, HOS and ELD 
requirements would be inapplicable until 
after a driver travels more than 300 air-
miles from the driver’s source. In addition, 
the HOS on-duty time maximum hour 
requirement would be extended from 
11 hours to a minimum of 15 hours and a 
maximum of 18 hours of on-duty time.

The bill would also exempt loading and 
unloading times from the HOS calculation 
of driving time; grant flexibility for drivers 
to rest at any point during their trip without 
counting it against HOS time; allow drivers 
to complete their trip – regardless of hours 
of service requirements – if they come 

within 150 air-miles of their delivery point; 
and require the driver to take a break for 
a period that is five hours less than the 
maximum on-duty time, after he completes 

his delivery and the truck is unloaded.
Farm Bureau also supports the House 

version of the measure (H.R. 487), 
introduced by Rep. Ted Yoho (R-Fla.).

TOP 5 STATE LEGISLATIVE "WINS"

1. Protecting Farms and Ranches from 
Activist Lawsuits 

Thanks to partnerships between deep-
pocketed anti-agriculture activists and 
trial attorneys, plaintiffs have won millions 
of dollars in settlements against pork 
producers in North Carolina, based on 
nuisance lawsuits claiming they’ve been 
harmed by dust and odors from farms. In 
response, Nebraska Farm Bureau worked 
with state lawmakers and the governor to 
pass and sign LB 227, a measure targeted 
to strengthening Nebraska’s Right to Farm 
laws. With LB 227 in state law, Nebraska 
farmers will have greater protection if 
activists bring similar suits to Nebraska. Sen. 
Dan Hughes of Venango introduced the bill.

2. Growing Opportunities in Agriculture
Nebraska farmers looking for an alternative 

crop option will get a boost from LB 657 

becoming state law. The Farm Bureau-
backed bill gives the Nebraska Department 
of Agriculture the authority to establish and 
administer a program to allow industrial 
hemp to be produced in Nebraska. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
was given the authority in the 2018 Farm 
Bill to regulate hemp production. The farm 
bill allows states to become the primary 
regulators of hemp cultivation, while enabling 
researchers to apply for federal grants and 
making the crop eligible for federal crop 
insurance. LB 657 was introduced by Sen. 
Justin Wayne of Omaha.

3. Helping with Disaster Recovery
Nebraskans are all too familiar with 

flooding, blizzards and tornados. But 
thanks to the legislature’s passage of LB 
512, those who’ve seen their property 
destroyed by a natural disaster could get 

a break on their property taxes. The new 
law, which originated in a bill introduced 
by Sen. Steve Erdman of Bayard, creates a 
process by which the owner of destroyed 
real property can seek to have its valuation 
adjusted to reflect the loss of value for tax 
purposes. The law will go into effect this 
year and the Department of Revenue has 
a form ready online for Nebraskans to use 
to meet the July 15 filing deadline specified 
in the new law.

4. Preventing Increases in Personal 
Property Taxes

State lawmakers temporarily fixed state 
law to make sure Nebraskans didn’t see their 
personal property taxes increase as a result 
of federal tax reform. Senators made those 
changes permanent this session with passage 
of LB 663. Introduced and prioritized by Sen. 
Curt Friesen of Henderson, LB 663 offers a 

permanent remedy in state law to address 
congressional changes to Section 1031 of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Without the 
adjustment in state law, farmers could have 
found themselves paying more in personal 
property taxes.

5. Cleaning Up Ag Property Transfers
Nebraskans who find themselves in a 

situation where a Medicaid recovery lien is 
holding up the potential transfer of farm and 
ranch land will benefit from the adoption of 
LB 593. Introduced by Sen. Tom Briese of 
Albion and prioritized by Sen. Julie Slama of 
Peru, the bill repeals several provisions in 
Nebraska Medicaid laws pertaining to the 
recovery of costs for long-term care that 
are legally unenforceable, including language 
related to liens that could needlessly cloud 
real property deeds and impact the transfer 
of farm and ranch land.

The 2019 legislative session is in the books, with senators adjourning early on Friday, May 31. The session brought several “wins” for agriculture. Here 
is Nebraska Farm Bureau’s Top 5 legislative accomplishments.

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio's plan 
to slash meat consumption in schools and 
other city facilities is being slammed in a 
letter by Nebraska Farm Bureau. De Blasio’s 
Green New Deal, a wide-ranging initiative, 
includes reducing purchases of beef by 
50 percent at all city-controlled facilities, 
including schools, prisons and hospitals.

“This ‘strategic initiative’ aimed at reducing 
the city’s contribution toward climate change 
ignores both climate and nutritional science, 
and only serves to further divide urban and 
rural populations. As the largest agricultural 
organization representing the second-
largest beef producing state, we urge you 
to reconsider this initiative and help us tell 
the great story of beef sustainability,” Steve 
Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau president, 
said June 13.

New York City also plans to phase out 
all processed meat products purchased by 
city agencies. The agricultural sector, and 
beef in particular, has become the focus of 

attention by activists who want to highlight 
the impact eating meat has on global carbon 
emissions.

“Unfortunately, one of the most harmful 
and erroneous myths that exist in public 
discourse today is that U.S. beef production 
is destroying the planet. The truth, which 
is backed by peer-reviewed science, is that 
U.S. beef producers are producing far more 
beef with fewer inputs and contribute fewer 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions than what 
they are blamed for,” Nelson said. 

According to a study recently published in 
the academic journal Agricultural Systems, 
beef cattle production only accounted 
for 3.3 percent of all U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions. By comparison, transportation 
and electricity generation together 
produced 56 percent. It is also important to 
note that when compared to 1977, today’s 
beef producers produce the same amount 
of beef with 33 percent fewer animals, 
Nelson wrote.

“This improved efficiency has reduced the 
industry’s carbon footprint by 16 percent 
and has reduced the industry’s consumption 
of both water and feed as well. Outside 
of the environmental factors, it should 
also be noted that today’s beef industry 
contributes to rangeland health, medical and 
pharmaceutical products/research, as well as 
being one of the most healthy and nutrient-
rich food products available,” he stated.

Farmers and ranchers are the original 
environmentalists. Advancements made in 
U.S. plant and animal technology, genetics 
and nutrition have created the most efficient 
and environmentally friendly food system in 
the history of the world. 

“Unfortunately, despite our success, 
many of those whose only connection to 
production agriculture involves three meals 
a day, seem to be the most vocal about what 
they perceive are the shortcomings in our 
industry. It is our hope you look beyond your 
own very large urban backyard and come 

visit the American farm and ranch families 
who devote their lives to producing food, 
fiber and fuel. We would be happy to host 
you in Nebraska at any time,” Nelson wrote.

Nebraska farmers and ranchers will have 
greater assurances that investments made 
to grow and expand their farm and ranch 
operations are not subject to the whims 
of frivolous nuisance lawsuits due to the 
Legislature’s passage of LB 227. The bill was 
introduced by Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango 
at the request of Nebraska Farm Bureau 
and other agriculture groups to boost 
protections for farms and ranches against 
nuisance-related suits that have plagued 
farmers and ranchers in other states. LB 227 
was one of Nebraska Farm Bureau’s priority 
bills during the 2019 legislative session.

“We’ve watched farmers come under fire 
in other states as anti-modern agriculture 
activists fund nuisance lawsuits seeking 
monetary awards. We’ve seen those type 
of frivolous suits destroy multi-generational 
farming operations, because someone moved 
into an agriculture area and decided they didn’t 
like the normal characteristics of farms and 
ranches, such as dust and odors,” said Steve 
Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau president. 
“Agriculture is our state’s largest industry and 
a major contributor to our state’s economy. 
Our farms and ranches are too important 
to allow that type of activity to happen here. 
One out of every four Nebraskans depend 
on agriculture for their job. More than just 
farmers and ranchers are in a better position 
because of LB 227. This is a win for agriculture 
and a win for all Nebraskans.”

Protecting Farms and Ranches
The bill passed builds on Nebraska’s Right 

to Farm law, which is meant to protect farms 
and ranches from someone moving into the 
neighborhood and filing a lawsuit against 
the operation because they don’t like the 
dust, odor, smell, noise or other agriculture-
related realities of living in an agricultural 
area. LB 227 continues agriculture’s first-in-
time protections, but further establishes a 
statute of limitation so a change in farming 
practices could only be considered a 
nuisance if the individual or entity files a 
nuisance lawsuit within a two-year window 
for claiming a nuisance situation exists.

“To stay viable, our members need to have 
the flexibility to make investments and changes 
in their operations. In some cases, that means 
being able to add livestock to their operation 
so they can bring their son or daughter home 
to the farm. We believe they should be able 
to do that without being fearful of nuisance 
suits that have been successfully used against 
farmers in other states. LB 227 is an important 
step to help offer that protection,” said Ansley 
Mick, Nebraska Farm Bureau director of 
state governmental relations. “We thank Sen. 
Hughes, Sen. Lathrop and the members of the 
Legislature for pushing this bill across the finish 
line and the governor for signing it into law.”

Background
Four recent trials in North Carolina 

have resulted in more than $550 million in 
damages for 26 plaintiffs, with hundreds of 
other plaintiffs currently awaiting trials.

According to Andy Curliss, CEO of the 
North Carolina Pork Council, a North 

Carolina jury awarded more than $25 million 
in a lawsuit against Smithfield Foods in July of 
2018, alleging the hog farm owned by Joey 
Carter was a nuisance, despite the fact that 
Carter had always followed and exceeded 
the state’s laws, invested in modern 
technologies and responded promptly to 
any concerns raised by his neighbors.

“If it can happen to Joey Carter, it can 
happen to anyone, anywhere,” said Curliss. 
“There were 75 new houses built after the 
farm was in place. I ask you: Is that a nuisance?”

Harrison Pittman, director of the National 
Agriculture Law Center said that years ago, 
there were protections against nuisance lawsuits 
if a neighbor moved where a farm already 

existed. However, it wasn’t useful enough for 
cases involving agriculture, so states began to 
draft right-to-farm laws in the 1970s, and there 
are now right-to-farm laws in every state.

“This battle used to play out solely in the 
judicial branch when legislators decided 
to stand up for agriculture,” Pittman said. 
“Now you have a court stating that it won’t 
apply the right-to-farm statutes at all.”

Passage of LB 227 was an important 
step for Nebraska agriculture to move 
forward. “With these protections in place, 
farmers and ranchers can continue to have 
the flexibility to adopt new technologies 
and modify and improve their farms and 
ranches,” Mick said.

Nebraska Farm Bureau Applauds New Law Allowing 
Property Tax Relief for Disaster Victims

Nebraska Farm Bureau is encouraging 
Nebraskans who’ve suffered damage to real 
property as a result of flooding or other 
natural disasters to be aware of a recent 
change in state law that will allow them to 
seek a reduction in the value of damaged 
real property for tax purposes. Nebraskans 
whose real property was destroyed on 
or after Jan. 1 and before July 1 can file a 
Report of Destroyed Real Property – Form 
425 with their county assessor and county 
clerk to apply for reassessment. Property 
owners must file the report by July 15. 

“We applaud the Legislature’s passage and 
Gov. Ricketts signing of LB 512. We know 
many Nebraskans are still working through 
catastrophic losses caused by this spring’s 
floods. This is good legislation and a positive 
step in the right direction to help those in need 
today, but also to help those in the future who 
suffer from disaster related circumstances 
well beyond their control,” said Steve Nelson, 

Nebraska Farm Bureau president.
The Report of Destroyed Real Property 

– Form 425 application can be accessed 
on the Nebraska Department of Revenue 
Property Assessment Division website 
or through the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
website at www.nefb.org. Separate Form 
425 applications for damaged property 
are required to be filed for each parcel of 
damaged property.

Under the new law, real property damage 
must have occurred as the result of a 
disastrous event, including, but not limited 
to, fire, earthquake, flood, tornado or other 
natural events that significantly affect the 
assessed value of real property. 

Destroyed real property means real 
property that suffers significant property 
damage resulting from the above events 
on or after Jan. 1 and before July 1 of the 
current assessment year. Destroyed real 
property does not include property damage 

caused by the owner of the property or an 
occupant of leased property.

Significant property damage means:
1. Damage to an improvement exceeding 

20 percent of the improvement’s 
assessed value in the current tax year 
as determined by the assessor;

2. Damage to the land exceeding 20 
percent of a parcel’s assessed land 
value in the current tax year as 
determined by the county assessor; or

3. Damage exceeding 20 percent of 
the property’s assessed value in the 
current tax year as determined by the 
county assessor if:
a. The property is in an area that has 

been declared a disaster area by 
the governor, and

b. A housing inspector or health 
inspector has determined the 
property is uninhabitable or unlivable. 

The county board of equalization will 
consider the report to determine any 
adjustments to the assessed value of the 
destroyed real property for the current year. 

The county board of equalization must 
act upon this report on or after June 1 and 
on or before July 25, or on or before Aug. 
10 if the board has adopted a resolution 
to extend the deadline to hear protests 
under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 77-1502, and must 
send a notice of the reassessment value 
for the destroyed real property to the 
property owner. 

“It’s important Nebraskans are aware of 
this new law and we hope those who meet 
the qualif ications now, and in the future, 
will be able to utilize it in their recovery 
efforts,” said Nelson. “We thank Sen. Steve 
Erdman for his work to bring this measure 
to the Legislature and Sen. Lou Ann 
Linehan for helping push this bill across the 
finish line.”  

Continued from page 1Bridge

This bridge is one of several in Cedar County that sustained major damage from the March 2019 flood. 

During a news 
conference May 28, 
members of the 
community of Laurel, 
stood side-by-side 
with Steve Nelson, 
Nebraska Farm Bureau 
president, and Craig 
Bartels, Cedar County 
supervisor (back left), 
to welcome Pete Read, 
owner of Virginia based
Read Transportation,
and driver Keith Jenkins  
to the community 
and thank them for 
delivering a bridge. 

Crane Rental, which donated the crane time 
needed to load the bridge onto a truck; and 
Read Transportation, which transported the 
bridge from Culpeper to Coleridge. “We 
thank them for their generosity and support 
for our rural community needs,” Steve Nelson, 
Nebraska Farm Bureau president, said. 

Talk of bridges had died down in the 
weeks leading up to the day Kai received 
a thank you card in the mail from the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau with a note 
attached to call for updates. “I was told that 
just days after receiving Kai’s donation the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau staff received a call 
that Mr. Jesse Wise of Virginia had a bridge 
to donate. They immediately thought of Kai 
and after a few seconds of silence said to 
me, ‘It’s Kai’s bridge!’ and that left me just 
speechless,” Forbis said.

As for Kai, he hasn’t seemed surprised by 
the announcement of the bridge donation, as 
if a hard-working stranger across the country 
donating a bridge is the most natural thing he’s 
ever heard. Maybe that’s because a 6-year-old 
Utah boy and a  Virginia farmer have something 
very rare in common: A kind heart and the 
desire to help in whatever way they can.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Disaster Relief 
Fund continues to seek financial donations to 
meet the growing aid requests. To donate, 
apply for aid, or access other disaster assistance 
resources, visit www.nefb.org/disaster.

Photo Courtesy of Cedar County
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NATIONAL HAPPENINGS
E-15 Approved Year-Round 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has authorized the year-round sales 
of gasoline mixed with 15 percent ethanol. 
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve 
Nelson said, “We greatly appreciate the 
EPA’s action to fulfill the administration’s 
promise to allow year-round E15 ethanol 
sales. Ethanol is a vital component of 
Nebraska’s economy. Our ethanol sector has 
experienced extensive expansion over the 
years, making Nebraska the second-largest 
ethanol producing state in the country.” 
Nelson went on to say that this move is a 
positive step forward for our country’s 
renewable fuels policy and is an important 
one for our farm families who are working 
through the challenges of a slowed agriculture 
economy. Anything that expands the markets 
to ethanol and helps build new demand for 
Nebraska grown grains is good news.

Final EPA Air Emission Reporting 
Exempts Livestock Farms

EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
signed a final rule amending the emergency 
release notification regulations under the 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-
to-Know Act. The amendments clarify that 
reporting of air emissions from animal waste 
at farms is not required under EPCRA. The 
final rule comes as first responders across 
the county have repeatedly reminded the 
agency that community-specific protocols 
are determined between local responders 
and animal producers well in advance of 
emergencies. These strong partnerships 
provide a platform for resolving issues when 

they arise without the need for a national one-
size-fits-all approach. Nebraska Farm Bureau 
President Steve Nelson praised the decision, 
saying “There is a time and place for sensible 
regulations that protect our environment 
and our citizens. However, past efforts by 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to require farmers and ranchers to report 
air emissions from their operations were 
nothing more than regulatory overkill. With 
that said, we greatly appreciate administrator 
Wheeler’s recent action to eliminate 
EPA’s unnecessary air emission reporting 
requirements for livestock farms under 
EPA’s Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) regulations. I 
also want to thank Sen. Deb Fischer for her 
leadership on this issue. The passage of Sen. 
Fischer’s ‘Fair Agricultural Reporting Method 
Act’ legislation last fall eliminated similar 
reporting requirements for livestock farms 
under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA). The adoption of that legislation 
and EPA’s recent action on EPCRA provides 
regulatory consistency for livestock farmers 
across both emission reporting regulations.” 
The goal of EPCRA was to prepare 
communities for emergency threats related 
to hazardous chemical releases. Routine 
emissions from livestock farms do not in 
any way constitute an “emergency threat” 
that would present a risk to community 
members and first responders. Farm Bureau 
appreciates EPA’s common-sense action that 
accurately reflects Nebraska farmers and 
ranchers long track record of being good 
environmental stewards.

Japan Eliminates Restrictions on  
U.S. Beef 

Japan has agreed to eliminate longstanding 
restrictions on U.S. beef exports, including 
the 30-month cattle age limit, effective 
immediately. USDA estimates this expanded 
access could increase U.S. beef and beef 
product exports to Japan by up to $200 
million each year. In a statement, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau president Steve Nelson praised 
the move. “This is great news for Nebraska 
beef producers and Nebraska agriculture! The 
elimination of Japan’s long-held age restrictions 
on American beef imports was long overdue. 
For the first time in 15 years, Nebraska beef 
producers will have full access to the Japanese 
market. Japan is the fourth-largest consumer 
of Nebraska agricultural products and far 
and away the largest purchaser of Nebraska 
beef. This action will only strengthen our 
relationship and create greater opportunities 
to move Nebraska beef products into Japan. 
We hope this is just the first of more good 
news to come in securing a much-needed 
trade deal with Japan that ensures U.S. and 
Nebraska beef producers are competing on 
a level playing field with our competitors from 
around the world.”

Court Strikes 2015 Water Rule
A federal court invalidated the 

Environmental Protection Agency and 
Army Corps of Engineers’ 2015 expansion 
of federal jurisdiction over small and 
isolated waters. After years of litigation in 
suits filed by dozens of state governments 
and trade groups, this is the first court to  
reach a final decision on the lawfulness of 

the 2015 Waters of the United States rule. 
Several court decisions have preliminarily 
blocked the rule in many states while the 
litigation progressed. The U.S. Court for 
the Southern District of Texas ruled that 
the agencies violated basic requirements 
of fair process when they concluded the 
2015 rulemaking without first releasing 
for comment a key report that was the 
basis for many of their most controversial 
decisions. The order came in response 
to suits by a group of 17 private-sector 
plaintiffs that included the American Farm 
Bureau Federation and a broad coalition 
of business and industry organizations, as 
well as the states of Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. The groups challenged the 
2015 WOTUS rule as unlawfully expanding 
federal jurisdiction at the expense of state 
and municipal authority and offending basic 
rules of fair process. Having found the rule 
unlawful for procedural violations, the 
court did not consider the various other 
statutory and constitutional challenges. 
AFBF General Counsel Ellen Steen 
praised the court’s decision. “This decision 
provides strong vindication for what many 
of us have said for years — the waters of 
the U.S. rule was invalid. It is time for the 
agencies to move on to a legally sound 
basis for determining federal jurisdiction 
over waters.” Several other legal challenges 
to the 2015 rule remain pending in federal 
courts across the country. Under the 
Trump administration, EPA and the Corps 
of Engineers have proposed to repeal 
the rule and issue a new regulation that 
appropriately defines federal waters.

Lifted Steel and Aluminum Tariffs on Mexico and 
Canada Removes Hurdle to Ratifying USMCA Trade

When the Trump administration 
reached a deal to lift the 25 percent steel 
and 10 percent aluminum tariffs the U.S. 
intentionally placed on Canada and Mexico, 
it brought some stability to an already shaky 
economy, and cleared the path for passage 
of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada agreement 
(USMCA). Now Nebraska businesses and 
ag leaders say the only thing that would be 
better is ratifying the trade deal.

DJ Eihusen, president and CEO of Chief 
Industries Inc. in Grand Island, and Chris 
Roth, president of Reinke Manufacturing, 

Inc. in Deshler, lead two highly successful 
Nebraska agribusiness companies that want 
to see USMCA passed soon. 

Chief Industries Inc. is a diversified 
corporation that is involved in more than 
just agriculture, building modular homes 
and operating a transportation business. 
In short, it uses a lot of steel. In fact, steel 
represents more than 50 percent to 65 
percent of its yearly budget, Eihusen said. 
Chief Industries exports items like grain 
bins, grain dryers, catwalks and towers to 
30 different countries.  The uncertainty 

in trade between the 
three largest North 
American countries has 
been problematic for 
the company.

“Our major partners 
are Mexico and Canada, 
and we have established 
relationships with these 
countries. When we 
lost NAFTA, it opened a 
door for those countries 
to buy the same 
products at less costs 
in places like Europe 
and South America. It 
doesn’t level the playing 
field, because tariffs 
mean uncertainty, and 
the markets don’t take 
kindly to uncertainly,” 
Eihusen said.

Reinke Manufacturing 
Inc. manufactures center 
pivot irrigation systems 
and sells them to 50 
countries from their 
home base in Deshler. 
When the 25 percent 
tariff on steel took 
place, there was an 
immediate uncertainty 
in the marketplace. It 

affected the relationships they built in those 
countries, Roth said. 

“Think about your own life. If you buy your 
groceries at your local grocery store every 
week, you have an established relationship 
with the store. Then the store raises prices, 
so you find another grocery store to do your 
shopping. Will you ever go back to the first 
store, if you already have a good relationship 
with your current grocer? People are 
creatures of habit and don’t like change, so 
tariffs only cause economic uncertainty for 
both businesses and consumers,” Roth said. 

Eihusen agreed. When there are talks 
of tariffs like President Trump’s threat to 
impose a 5 percent tariff on imports of 
Mexican goods, he said it sends a ripple 
through his organization.

“When there was talk of a 5 percent 
or 25 percent tariff, it puts everything we 
do on hold. Because we price things two 
or three months out. When prices change 
so suddenly during any tariff discussions, 
we end up having to absorb most of 

that increase. We don’t pass it on to our 
customers because we guarantee them a 
certain price,” Eihusen said. 

Tariffs also have a tremendous impact on 
Nebraska agriculture commodities. According 
to a Nebraska Agriculture and International 
Trade Report put out by the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau, Nebraska was the sixth-largest 
agricultural exporting state in 2017. It exported 
$6.4 billion of agricultural goods, with soybeans 
being the most important export commodity 
in nearly half of the state’s counties. Roth 
stressed that the instability in the ag economy 
gets worse as talk of tariffs increase.

“Two-years ago soybean farmers had a 
customer base in China, and now they don’t. 
They are beginning to buy soybeans from places 
like Brazil. Once those doors are opened, it 
will be tough to close. Tariffs create uncertainty 
and what the agriculture economy needs right 
now is stability. Farmers and agribusinesses can 
compete in a stable market. That is why I urge 
Congress to pass the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) soon,” Roth said.
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Mexico is a major trading partner with Chief Industries 
Inc., and the company sells a large number of grain bins 
to farmers in that country.

Reinke Manufacturing, Inc., sells its center pivot irrigation systems to 50 countries 
from Deshler.
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There is some good news for Nebraska 
farmers and ranchers who are reeling 
from intense blizzards and unprecedented 
flooding this spring, which also have led to 
historical delays in planting this year. 

On June 3, the House passed a $19.1 billion 
disaster aid bill, that previously passed the 
Senate with overwhelming support. With the 
president’s signature, this package includes 
more than $5.2 billion to assist USDA and 
related programs for those in agriculture. 
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve 
Nelson thanked Nebraska’s Congressional 
delegation for their support for the disaster 
assistance package and President Trump for 
signing this package into law.

“This disaster bill includes roughly $3 billion 
to cover crop damage, including additional 
funding for farmers prevented from planting 
due to the floods, as well as payments for 
on-farm stored grain that was damaged in 
these flooding events. The bill also provides 
$558 million in funding for the Emergency 
Conservation Program, the primary program 
farmers and ranchers can utilize for fence 
repair and debris removal, including clearing 
sand from farm fields. We urge USDA to move 
forward as quickly as possible in developing the 
rules and implementing key programs so they 
can be put to work in helping Nebraskans.”

The following article, from the American 
Farm Bureau’s Chief Economist John 
Newton highlights the agriculture-related 
provisions in the disaster aid package along 
with a Q&A offering additional clarifications.

Payments for crop insurance policies 
under the Federal Crop Insurance Act or 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program will cover up to 90 percent of the loss. 
Crops not covered under these programs can 
receive up to 70 percent of the loss. If a crop 
is offered a revenue insurance policy under 
the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, the 
greater of the projected price or harvest price 
for that crop will be used to determine the 
expected value. (Note: There is widespread 
confusion among growers as to how this 
provision may relate to crops prevented from 
being planted, i.e., if prevent planting payments 
are made on 70 percent to 90 percent of the 
revenue guarantee, it could influence planting 
decisions given the historic delays experienced 
in both corn and soybean plantings.)

If producers receive these payments, they 
are required to purchase crop insurance 
where it is available (under NAP if crop 
insurance coverage is not available) for the 
next two available crop years.

Finally, up to $7 million is provided for Whole 
Farm Revenue Protection indemnity payments 
that were reduced in 2018. This program 
provides a safety net for all commodities on a 
farm under one insurance policy.

To help owners of non-industrial 
private forests restore forest health, the 
Emergency Forest Restoration Program 
was allotted $480 million. In addition, 
the measure allocates $558 million for 
the Emergency Conservation Program, 
which helps farmers and ranchers 
recover damaged farmland and install 
methods for water conservation during 
a severe drought, and $435 million 
for Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention Practices to assist with rural 
watershed recovery.

As of May 13, the first round of trade aid 
provided $8.5 billion in market facilitation 

program payments to farmers and ranchers, 
Figure 1. One limiting factor, however, 
was that trade assistance was capped at 
$125,000 per operator and farmers with 
an adjusted gross income above $900,000 
were not eligible for trade assistance.

The disaster relief bill amends this provision 
and waives the eligibility requirement with 
respect to adjusted gross income. A person 
or legal entity is now eligible to receive 
payments under the Market Facilitation 
Program if the average adjusted gross 
income exceeds $900,000 and more than 
75 percent of the adjusted gross income 
comes from farming, ranching or forestry-

related activities. Payment remains capped 
at $125,000 per operator.

The recently passed disaster relief bill 
provides emergency assistance to farmers 
dealing with the aftermath of natural disasters, 
as well as farmers impacted by late planting. 
Most of the agriculture-related funding — 
slightly more than $3 billion — is for farm 
disaster assistance related to hurricanes, 
floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, 
snowstorms and wildfires. Other funding is 
allocated for nutrition, conservation, forestry 
and watershed assistance programs. Figure 
2 details the agriculture-related disaster 
spending by program.

Q1. I heard that I could get 90 percent of my 
crop insurance guarantee as a prevented planting 
payment through the disaster bill, is that true?

A. The Additional Supplemental Appropriations for 
Disaster Relief Act of 2019 gives the USDA the authority 
to compensate losses caused by prevented planting 
in 2019 up to 90 percent. While the authority exists, 
USDA must operate within finite appropriations limits. 
It is highly unlikely that the supplemental appropriation 
will support that level of coverage in addition to crop 
insurance. Congress appropriated $3.005 billion in 
assistance for a wide array of losses resulting from 
disasters throughout 2018 and 2019, requiring USDA to 
prioritize how it is allocated. The Department plans to 
provide assistance on prevented planting losses within 
the confines of our authority.

Q2. I have heard that only acreage in a declared 
disaster area will qualify for prevented planting 
under the Disaster Relief Act. Is that true?

A. USDA is currently evaluating the new authority 

provided under the Additional Supplemental 
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act of 2019. However, 
it is generally true that producers with qualifying losses in 
a Secretarial or Presidentially declared disaster area will 
be eligible for Disaster Relief Act assistance. Producers 
with qualifying losses outside of those areas will have 
eligibility determined on a case-by-case basis.

Q3. If I am prevented from planting but manage to 
get a cover crop or a forage in the ground, am I 
able to hay or graze that prior to Nov. 1, given the 
forage shortage we’re going to experience?

A. USDA encourages you to visit with your crop 
insurance agent to ensure you are aware of those various 
prevented planting, cover crop and harvest options for 
your operation. USDA is currently reviewing the prevented 
planting restrictions in the Federal Crop Insurance Act to 
determine what options may be available to address this 
and other issues. Further clarity regarding this haying and 
grazing date will be forthcoming.

Q4. What if I don’t have crop insurance? How do 
MFP and disaster relief programs work for me if I’m 
prevented from planting due to natural disasters?

A. Crop insurance is not required to qualify for 2019 
MFP assistance. However, USDA requires that a producer 
plant a 2019 MFP-eligible crop to qualify for the 2019 MFP 
assistance.

Q5. If you choose to plant a cover crop with the 
potential to be harvested, because of this year’s 
adverse weather conditions, you may qualify for a 
minimal amount of 2019 MFP assistance.

A. The Additional Supplemental Appropriations for 
Disaster Relief Act of 2019 gives the USDA the authority 
to compensate losses caused by prevented planting in 
2019. Producers with qualifying losses in a Secretarial or 
Presidentially declared disaster area will be eligible for 
Disaster Relief Act assistance. Producers with qualifying 
losses outside of those areas will have eligibility determined 
on a case-by-case basis.

USDA OFFERED THE FOLLOWING CLARIFICATIONS ON JUNE 11, 2019:

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation’s Connecting Chapters Program equips high school FFA members to connect with elementary students and peers to 
increase agricultural literacy – awareness, knowledge and appreciation – in their communities.

Agricultural literacy is not only important for engaging future consumers about where their food comes from, what it takes to get it to grocery stores, and how 
the United States’ modern food production system allows them to spend so little of their disposable incomes on food; it also inspires and equips students to 
explore future careers in agriculture.

Through Connecting Chapters, Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom, local FFA chapters, the Department of Education and county Farm Bureau leaders build 
upon the pillars of partnership, mentorship and service to work toward the common goal of developing leaders and protecting the future of agriculture. 

All program materials and trainings are provided at no cost to FFA chapters. 

FFA chapters that participate in the program complete four milestones to become agricultural literacy champions.

Milestones

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
awarded 10 scholarships to students enrolled 
in the Agricultural Education Teaching Program 
at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln.

“Each of these 10 students have 
demonstrated a passion for agriculture and 
excitement to continue to grow the agricultural 
education and FFA programs in Nebraska,” 
said Megahn Schafer, executive director of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation. “We are 
happy to support scholarships that align with 
our vison of developing strong agricultural 
leaders to ensure a bright future for agriculture 
in Nebraska.”

Each recipient will receive a $1,500 
scholarship during his or her student teaching 
semester at the university. Applicants shared 
why they wanted to be an agricultural education 
teacher, professional goals for the future and 
what the scholarship would mean to them. 

“UNL continues to see an increase in 
students entering the teaching profession 

compared to prior to this scholarship program 
just four years ago.  These teachers are filling 
a vital need in communities across Nebraska.” 
said Matt Kreifels, associate professor of 
practice in agricultural education at UNL. 
“We sincerely appreciate the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation for supporting these 
future teachers through this scholarship 
program.  Farm Bureau, its members and the 
Foundation are helping to ensure a strong 
foundation for the future of agriculture in this 
state by investing in these young teachers.”

The 10 recipients of the scholarships are 
Christy Cooper, Waverly; Aaron Hemme, 
Fremont; Karlee Johnson, Thurston; Vanessa 
Knutson, Palmyra; Katie Nolles, Bassett; 
William O'Brien, Newman Grove; Kara Philips, 
Bertrand; Alex Stocker, Grand Island; Sheridan 
Swotek, Lincoln; Monica Wasielewski, Bushnell.

Scholarship recipients were honored 
at the Nebraska Career Education (NCE) 
Conference in Kearney, June 5. 

At the conference, the Foundation 
announced a call for applications for the 
Nebraska Agricultural Education Teacher 
Retention Program. Current teachers who 

have existing student loans and are in their 
first through fifth year of teaching are invited 
to apply. Applications can be found at  
www.nefbfoundation.org and are due July 1.

Past recipients of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation’s Agriculture Education 
Student Teaching Scholarship and Teacher Retention Awards were recognized by 
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve Nelson.

Maywood Kim Mortensen (Frontier)

Freeman Jered Tiedemann (Gage)

Garden County Shauna Roberson (Garden)

Central Valley Mallory Becker Dugan (Greeley)

Doniphan-Trumbull Mark Haskins (Hall)

Northwest Steve Stettner (Hall)

Hampton Zach Hunnicutt (Hamilton)

O'Neill Barry Kelly (Holt)

Stuart Kay Kaup (Holt)

West Holt Katie & James Olson (Holt)

Elba Kelsey Scheer (Howard)

Tri County Brooke Engleman (Jefferson)

Sterling Jim Erickson (Johnson)

Bloomfield, Creighton,  Krista Podany (Knox)

Crofton, Verdigre

Norris Paula Peterson (Lancaster)

North Platte, Wallace Heidi Pieper (Lincoln)

Madison, Newman Grove Aaron Fehringer (Madison)

McPherson Matt Fiechtner (McPherson)

Fullterton Ryan Sonderup (Nance)

Twin River Dana Peterson (Nance)

Auburn, Johnson Brock Jason Armknecht (Nemaha)

Superior Kenneth Herz (Nuckolls)

Pawnee City Dennis Schaardt (Pawnee)

BerMis Becky Schwarz (Phelps)

Osmond Adam Venteicher (Pierce)

Lakeview Julie Wilke (Platte)

High Plains Cale Pallas (Polk)

Falls City Quentin Bowen (Richardson)

Crete Mike Nohavec (Saline)

Mead Larry Heyen (Saunders)

Litchfield Tom Smedra (Sherman)

Stanton Aaron Fehringer (Stanton)

Bruning-Davenport, Andy Schmidt (Thayer)

Thayer Central

Pender Joel Lamplot (Thurston)

Arcadia, Ord Bill Lueck (Valley)

Blair Greg Hoegermeyer (Washington)

Wayne Chris McGuire (Wayne)

Heartland Karah Perdue (York)

FFA Chapter(s) County Farm Bureau Contact FFA Chapter(s) County Farm Bureau Contact FFA Chapter(s) County Farm Bureau Contact

71 FFA chapters actively 
participated in the 2018-2019 

school year.

3,900+ K-5 students benefited 
from the outreach activities led 

by the FFA students.

100% of participants said the 
program is an effective way to 
promote agricultural literacy  

in Nebraska.

3,100 FFA members became 
agricultural literacy champions.

"Wallace FFA incorporated the Lincoln County Farm Bureau Learning Barn into their elementary classroom visits. Students 
walked away with a better understanding of where their food comes from and the role they can play in agriculture."

Lisa Kemp, Wallace FFA Advisor

DISASTER AID - What to Expect

Complete an Agricultural Literacy 
Training

Plan and Lead an Agricultural 
Literacy Activity in Their School

Read and Donate a Book

Partner with County Farm Bureau
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Speed and handling come standard. 
Hunting permit’s on you. 
Speeds up to 40 mph. Plus best-in-class acceleration and handling* with cargo. 
The gas-powered Sidekick was born for your next hunt. Visit us today. 

Best-in-Class acceleration and handling with cargo  
40mph  • Gas Powered  • 2 year/1000 hour warranty 

Sidekick.Kubota.com
*Class is based on these models: Polaris Ranger XP 900, John Deere XUV835M & Kawasaki Mule PRO-FXR. The handling comparison was performed on the FSAE SKIDPAD 
course in gravel conditions.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2019. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from 
the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers 
and see the posted disclaimer. 

BASSETT
SANDHILL EQUIPMENT INC.

402-684-2331
www.sandhilleq.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

GRAND ISLAND
GRAND KUBOTA

308-382-0166
www.grandkubota.net

HEBRON
ROEHR'S MACHINERY INC.

402-768-7266
www.roehrsmachinery.com

LINCOLN
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT

402-464-6381
www.hamiltonequipmentco.com

NORFOLK
DINKEL IMPLEMENT

800-627-9916
info@dinkels.net

OMAHA
KUBOTA OF OMAHA

402-895-6661
www.kubotaofomaha.com

OSCEOLA
OSCEOLA IMPLEMENT & 

SUPPLY INC.
402-747-2371

www.osceolaimplement.com

SEWARD
NEBRASKA EQUIPMENT INC.

402-643-6641
www.nebraskaequip.com

WEST POINT
RUSH KUBOTA
402-372-2444

www.westpointautoandtruck.com

New Bill Would Improve Broadband Maps
A recently introduced bill would 

enhance the accuracy of broadband 
coverage maps, a key step toward 
boosting high-speed internet access in 
rural areas. The bipartisan Broadband 
Data Improvement Act of 2019, backed 
by the American Farm Bureau Federation, 
would also better direct federal funds for 
broadband buildout.

“Broadband is no longer a luxury. It’s 
a necessity. With limited funding and an 
overabundance of need, it is critical for 
federal programs to use accurate broadband 

maps to target and distribute its funding,” 
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said in a 
statement supporting the bill.

The Broadband Data Improvement Act 
of 2019 would require broadband providers 
to report data to create a significantly more 
accurate and granular National Broadband 
Map that would be subject to an ongoing 
and multifaceted challenge, validation and 
refinement process. With more accurate 
and granular data, federal agencies will be 
better able to target funding to the areas 
that need it the most.

The Broadband Data Improvement Act of 2019 would:
• Require broadband providers to provide detailed, granular service availability data 

to the federal government;
• Establish a three-pronged, data-validation process that includes the collection of 

public feedback regarding broadband map accuracy, the acquisition of third-party 
commercial datasets on broadband availability and on-the-ground field validation 
of services in areas where public feedback and third-party data suggest the map 
is incorrect;

• Create a scheduled process by which the public and broadband service providers 
may challenge the map;

• Require federal agencies to use the National Broadband Map to identify areas 
that remain unserved and track where awarded funds have resulted in broadband 
buildout;

• Provide data submission assistance to smaller service providers that may not be 
fully capable of providing the required information.

Nebraska Farm Bureau to Hold Agriculture 
Issue Regional Listening Sessions

Nebraska Farm Bureau held four regional 
listening sessions across the state in June 
and plans to hold two more in August. The 
sessions are open to the public and provide 
farmers and ranchers with the opportunity 
to share their thoughts on issues impacting 
their operations. 

“I hope people will take advantage of the 
opportunity to come to one of our listening 
sessions and share their thoughts. The input 
we received during these meetings last 
summer was extremely valuable. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau was founded by farmers and 
ranchers who understood the importance 

of working together to solve problems, and 
these sessions are another way in which 
we can work together today to identify 
and address issues impacting our farm and 
ranch families and our rural communities,” 
said Steve Nelson, Nebraska Farm Bureau 
president.

All listening sessions will begin with a 
social at 6 p.m. local time, to be followed 
by a meal and program. Those interested 
can RSVP by texting LISTENING SESSIONS 
to 52886 or going online at www.nefb.org/
listeningsessions. RSVPs are appreciated, but 
walk-ins are welcome. 

Your nearest Farm Bureau agent would be glad to hear from you:
ADAMS  402-462-2920
1902 W. 2nd Street, Hastings
**Rodney Hunt, AEP, CASL, ChFC, LUTCF

ADAMS 402-463-2111
813 W. 2nd, Hastings
**Marty Demuth

ANTELOPE
104 W. 11th, Neligh
**Brandon Doke  402-887-4842 
**Al Stelling, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF   402-887-4880

BOONE  402-395-6363
124 N. 4th, Albion
**Rori Erickson

BOX BUTTE 308-762-4505
407 E 3rd, Alliance
Rhonda Baseggio

BROWN-ROCK-KEYA PAHA   402-387-1809
312 N. Main St., Ainsworth
**Angie Davis

BUFFALO 308-234-2222
3915 Ave. N, Ste. A, Kearney
*Rick Smith, LUTCF
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

BUFFALO 308-234-4922
5810 2nd Ave., Kearney
Matt Myers
Rich Peters

BUFFALO 308-452-3653
211 Grand Ave., Ravenna
**Don Snyder, LUTCF

BURT 402-374-1880
1316 L. St., Tekamah
Troy Perchal 

BUTLER  402-367-3306
319 “E” St., David City
Katie Foster

CASS 402-296-4999
2302 W. 8th Ave. #1, Plattsmouth
Michelle Cavin
*Lori Good-Baker

CEDAR 402-254-6945
109 N. Broadway, Hartington
**Allen Walton

CHASE  888-625-6698
512 Broadway, Imperial
**Dustin Weiss

CHERRY  402-376-3328
264 N. Main, Valentine
**Jay Hollenbeck

CHEYENNE  308-254-4193
940 9th Ave., Sidney
**Bailey Lord, LUTCF

CHEYENNE  308-203-1717
1026 Toldeo St., Sidney
Matt Wallace

CLAY  402-773-4272
209 N. Saunders, Sutton
Ryan Schmeits 

COLFAX  402-352-3146
1035 Road E, Schuyler
Eric Goodrich

CUMING  402-648-7513
305 Main St., Bancroft
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF 

CUMING  402-529-2228
1012 Ave. “E”, Wisner
Jason Schweers

CUSTER-BLAINE-LOUP        308-872-6433
616 South C, Broken Bow
**Ed Duryea

DAKOTA 402-494-3972
1901 Cornhusker Dr., Ste 150, S. Sioux City
Colin Ross

DAWES 308-432-5062
323 Main St., Chadron
Amy Halverson

DAWSON
411 East Pacific, Lexington
Rick Trampe 308-324-6355
**Chase Wolf 308-324-4000

DAWSON 308-537-2257
408 10th St., Gothenburg
Eric Vickers

DAWSON 308-660-4958
812 Lake Avenue, Gothenburg
Jeffrey Gaasch

DEUEL-GARDEN 308-874-2404
252 Vincent Ave., Chappell
Steve Fischer 

DIXON 402-287-2784
905 Oak St., Wakefield
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF 

DODGE 402-721-2644
1900 E. Military, Ste. 248, Fremont
Sherry Leriger, LUTCF
Jim Thayer

DOUGLAS/ELKHORN
20324 Veterans Dr., Ste. 101, Elkhorn 
Troy Perchal 402-758-6633
Ryan Steffen 402-718-8885

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-7099
5518 N 103rd St., Omaha
Danielle Carter

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
14507 California St., Omaha
Ashleigh DeGlopper 402-225-6480
Trevor Devney 402-894-5768
Melissa McMurray 402-894-5768
Bailey Nelson 402-894-5766

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-779-7211
4852 S 133rd St., Ste. 105, Omaha
Jon Christensen 

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-218-2630
4611 S. 96th St., Ste. 154, Omaha
Jacob Stroh  

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-951-9355
5421 N. 103rd, Ste. 406, Omaha
Luper Akough

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  
16016 Evans St., Ste. #109, Omaha
Brian Bentley 402-861-4343
Chris Myer  402-861-4346
Cara Whitmarsh 402-861-4348

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-493-5900
2065 N. 120th, Omaha
Don Christensen

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-953-3000
5824 S 142nd St., Omaha
Marie Moyers

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  
7733 “L” St., Omaha
Michelle Cavin 402-339-6348
Keia Jensen  402-281-3350
Kevin McTaggart 402-934-2232

DOUGLAS/OMAHA
9869 S. 168th Ave., Unit 1A, Omaha
Daniel Thompson Jr.   402-894-5046

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-390-1076
5726 S. 144th St., Omaha
Scott Kamrath
Ron Randall, LUTCF
Rachel Sweet

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                            
6606 S. 168th St., Ste. 200, Omaha
David Burke, LUTCF 402-884-4410
Armando Vargas 402-991-3417

DOUGLAS/OMAHA  402-614-0707
7114 N. 102nd Cr., Omaha
Matt Guzinski
Todd Noecker, LUTCF

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-991-8200
3614 N. 163rd Plaza, Omaha
Michael Baber
Varian Cole
Carole Sprunk
Jerry Wellwood  

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                             
6834 S. 143rd Plaza, Omaha
Brandon Avery 402-614-3187
Scott Dunn 402-614-3719

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-6959
15728 West Center Rd., Omaha
Jason Smith

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-502-2851
3131 S. 72nd Street, Omaha
Ryan Burden

DOUGLAS/OMAHA                           
11840 Nicholas St., Ste. 205, Omaha 
Sara Ferris 402-339-6348
Tyler Langel 402-339-6348
Jared Schwab 402-932-2744
Ken Mason 402-932-2891

DOUGLAS/OMAHA 402-999-8910   
16909 Lakeside Hills Plz., #112, Omaha
Matt Kudlacek
Brigid McCullough
Jesse Nielsen
Joseph Ramos
Scott Sarver

DOUGLAS/BENNINGTON             402-315-3316
15611 Bennington Rd., Bennington
Jodi Bierman

DOUGLAS/OMAHA     402-965-0535
4018 L St., Omaha
Silvia Soltero-Zepeda

DOUGLAS/OMAHA     402-502-9781
621 S 24th St., Omaha
Francisco Edson

DUNDY  308-423-5793
1303 A St., Benkelman
Bryant Els

FILLMORE  402-759-4407
960 S. 13th, Geneva
**Steve Schiermeyer, LUTCF 

FRONTIER  308-367-4350
106 East 1st, Curtis
**Phil Hinrichs

GAGE  402-228-4232
3216 N. 6th, Beatrice
Curt Spilker 

GOSPER  308-381-5645
305 Smith Ave., Elwood
LaNae Matousek

HALL  308-382-5707
2118 W. Kent Ave., Grand Island
Edmund “Rocky” Kershaw
Kyle Sawyers, LUTCF

HALL 308-382-5093
3341 State St., Ste. C, Grand Island
Lee Mohr, LUTCF
Stacey Rust

HALL
710 N. Webb Rd. East Wing, Grand Island
Kevin Foland    308-381-5642
*Lisa Huismann, LUTCF 308-381-5644

HAMILTON   402-694-2399
211 16th, Aurora
Clayton Gravatt

HARLAN  308-928-2232
604 West Main, Alma
*Ray Bunnell, LUTCF

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK  402-336-1332
130 S. 4th St., O’Neill
**Barbara Hesse

HOLT-BOYD-ROCK     402-336-3635
504 W. Douglas O’Neill, NE
**James Hedstrom

HOWARD  
904 2nd St., St. Paul
Jamie Anderson 308-381-5652
Clayton Gravatt 308-754-5481

JEFFERSON  402-729-2728
303 Jefferson St., Daykin
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF 

JEFFERSON  402-729-2728
505 7th St., Fairbury
**Kendall Schlake, LUTCF

JOHNSON  402-335-2254
185 S. 3rd St., Tecumseh
Kevin McKinney

KEARNEY-FRANKLIN  308-832-2290
640 N. Minden Ave., Minden
Randy Myers
Sarena Talarico

KEITH-ARTHUR  888-625-6698
106 W. 1st St., Ogallala
**Dustin Weiss

KIMBALL-BANNER  308-235-3085
213 S. Chestnut, Kimball
**Bailey Lord, LUTCF

KNOX  402-373-4600
103 E. Main, Bloomfield
**Allen Walton

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-477-6262
5455 Red Rock Lane, Ste. 11, Lincoln
Tom Banderas
Brock Roth
Ryan Schmeits

LANCASTER/HICKMAN        402-792-0000
6760 Woodland Blvd., Suite C, Hickman 
Chris Snyder

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 
2455 Pine Lake Rd., Ste. 100, Lincoln
Tyler Braden 402-904-7110
**David Duff  402-423-7109
Michael Kastens, FSS 402-420-7453
Stephanie Peterson 402-421-6798

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-421-9100
5550 S. 59th St., Ste. 24, Lincoln
Matt George 402-318-5350
Jack Russell 402-421-9100

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-614-3719
1520 S 70th St., Ste. 106, Lincoln
Scott Dunn

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-421-4400
5225 S. 16th St., Lincoln
Josh Behmer
Brady Ellingson
Dom Granville
**Paul Johnson, AFIS
Nick Ketcham
Eric Mitchell

LANCASTER/LINCOLN 402-484-0303
249 Cherry Hill Blvd., Ste. 2, Lincoln
Melissa Wheeler, ChFC, LUTCF 

LANCASTER/LINCOLN          
5540 South St., Ste. 202, Lincoln
Ryan Rohl 531-500-3459
Sonny Lane 402-421-1016

LANCASTER/LINCOLN                     
8321 Cody Dr., Suite A, Lincoln
Chad Christensen 402-421-2888
Brad Plagge  402-588-0080

LANCASTER/WAVERLY   402-786-0465
13220 Callum Dr., Ste. 3, Waverly
**Rusty Wellman

LINCOLN-LOGAN-THOMAS-MCPHERSON 
308-534-9694

410 E. Francis, Ste. 3, North Platte
**Jay Engel, LUTCF

LINCOLN-LOGAN-THOMAS-MCPHERSON 
308-660-4958

201 S Dewey St., North Platte

MADISON-STANTON 402-316-7077 
712 W Norfolk Ave., Norfolk
**Brandon Doke

MADISON-STANTON 402-379-3237
504 N. 13th St., Norfolk 
Brad Bosh
Zachary Miller

MADISON-STANTON 402-371-1520
401 E. Norfolk Ave., Norfolk 
**Joe Herian, LUTCF 

MERRICK 308-946-3893
1105 16th St., Central City
**Shannon Hannappel 

MORRILL 308-262-1740
820 Main St., Bridgeport
Shelli Bowman  

NANCE 308-536-3323
330 Broadway St., Fullerton
Clayton Gravatt

NEMAHA-RICHARDSON      402-274-3189
1919 “J”, Auburn
**Tasa Paul

NUCKOLLS  402-879-3377        
449 N. Central Ave., Superior
**Brandon Siebenneicher 

OTOE 402-269-2541
429 5th St., Syracuse
Ryan Rohl 

PAWNEE-RICHARDSON         402-852-2125
624 “G” St., Pawnee City
Ryan Rohl 

PERKINS 888-625-6698
228 Central Avenue, Grant
**Dustin Weiss

PHELPS 308-995-4041
411 Grant, Holdrege
**Phil Hinrichs

PIERCE 402-329-6284
115 West Main, Pierce
*Scott Race

PLATTE 402-562-7777
2921 23rd St., Columbus
Don Sterup

PLATTE 402-923-0292
301 S. Main, Humphrey
Carol Wemhoff 

POLK 402-747-2351
540 Nebraska St., Osceola
Doug Burritt, AFIS
Clayton Gravatt

POLK 308-381-5650
22 Main St., Ste. 3, Stromsburg
Jaimee Klein

RED WILLOW  308-345-6720
505 W. B St., McCook
Shawn Carney
Debbie Douglas

SALINE 402-821-2157
113 W. 3rd, Wilber
*Scott Woitalewicz

SARPY
8410 S. 73rd Plaza Bay #108, Papillion
Toyi Beguedou 402-829-5422
Mike Cosgrove 402-829-5431
Melissa Muths 402-829-5426

SARPY 402-932-0322                     
1256 Golden Gate Dr., Ste. 1, Papillion
Brad Bosh 
Joe Rickley 

SARPY 402-347-0010
8094 S 84th St., La Vista
**Brandon Doke

SARPY 402-502-9691
1317 Galvin Rd., Bellevue
DeAnna Kazakevicius

SARPY 402-300-8011
12054 Roberts Road, La Vista
Jeff Peszulik

SARPY 402-332-4151
604 N Hwy 6, Gretna
Rochelle Kerns

SAUNDERS 402-443-3704
113 East 5th St., Wahoo
Eric Lanik

SCOTTSBLUFF-SIOUX    308-635-8005
108 East 19th, Scottsbluff 
Dick Bretthauer, ChFC, CLU, LUTCF 

SCOTTSBLUFF-SIOUX 308-275-1313
614 E 27th St. Ste. C, Scottsbluff 
Bruce Schmidt 

SCOTTSBLUFF-SIOUX 308-623-0178
1281 Center Ave., Mitchell 
Shawn Harvey

SEWARD 402-643-9100
546 Jackson Ave, Seward
Jack Russell

SHERIDAN 308-638-4566
123 N. Main, Hay Springs
Rhonda Baseggio

SHERIDAN 308-282-1000
113 N. Main, Gordon
Rhonda Baseggio

THAYER 402-768-6218
440 Lincoln Ave., Hebron
**Nate Casey, LUTCF 

THURSTON  402-385-2208
306 Main, Pender
Matt Buchholz 

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER 
  308-728-3216
1516 L Street, Ord
Harold Benton

VALLEY-SHERMAN-GARFIELD-WHEELER 
           308-728-3400
220 S. 14th St., Ord
**Greg Duryea

WASHINGTON 402-426-3440
1565 Washington St., Blair
Troy Perchal 

WAYNE 402-375-3144
318 Main St., Wayne
**Stan McAfee, LUTCF

YORK 402-362-0320
611 N. Grant Ave., York 
Brandon Meyer

CROP ONLY AGENTS

BROKEN BOW     308-872-6433
Ed Wehling

OAKLAND 402-685-6852
Terry Richards

CENTRAL CITY     308-946-3893
Jack McMahon

SUPERIOR     402-879-3002
Matt Sullivan

BENKELMAN    308-340-1633 
Jason Preston

ALBION       402-395-6363
Ron Erickson

ST. PAUL                  308-754-5481
Tom Mortimer

KEARNEY/RAVENNA  308-234-2222
KC Sundermeier 

  * AgWise Advanced Certified 
** AgWise Master Certified

Monday, July 29, 2019
9:30 a.m. - Shotgun Start

Hillcrest Country Club 
Lincoln, NE

AWARDS in three flights 
HOLE IN ONE PRIZES 

CHARITY RAFFLE
All proceeds support  
Foundation programs

Learn more at  
www.nefbfoundation.org/ 

golf-tournament
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C L E A N E R  F I E L D S .  H I G H E R  Y I E L D S . ™

© 2019 Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC.
CoAXium® and Cleaner Fields. Higher Yields™ are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC. Driven by Aggressor® Herbicides and Aggressor® 

are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. Refer to the Aggressor® product label for complete directions and instructions. Aggressor® EPA Reg. No. 42750-313 AD030118

THERE’S 
REALLY NO 
COMPARISON.

After our first season in the ground, we took this picture of CoAXium® Wheat 

Production System performance. And, WOW, what a story it tells.  

CoAXium®, driven by Aggressor® herbicide, not only cleared the field of extremely 

high feral rye pressure, it delivered cleaner seed and more bushels at the elevator.  

This season, trust your wheat to CoAXium® Wheat Production System.  

Side by side, there really is no comparison.

Go to www.CoAXium.com/performance to see more side by side performance.
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TASK.
TASK.
DONE.

• 2.5" Cutting capacity
• 2" - 14" Cutting height
• 1/4" Sidewall Thickness
• 10 Gauge Deck
• Reinforced stump jumper
• Smooth deck design
• 6" Blade overlap

ROTARY CUTTER
50-160 HP   15'

RC3615 YEAR
Limited Gearbox
Warranty*

YYY
LLLLiLLLLLi
WWWWWWWWW

www.landpride.com

HUMPHREY
BELLER & BACKES INCORPORATED

402-923-1622
www.bellerandbackes.com

LINCOLN
HAMILTON EQUIPMENT

402-464-6381
www.hamiltonequipmentco.comprecisionplanting.com

Contact a dealer today for limited time offers available this summer.

BE CONFIDENT YOUR 
PLANTER IS SET RIGHT.

20|20® and Precision Planting® are registered trademarks of Precision Planting LLC. All other trademarks are the property of their 
respective owners. ©2019 Precision Planting LLC.

ASHTON
ASHTON FEED & GRAIN

308-738-2292
bdonscheski@hotmail.com

SCHUYLER
TRI COUNTY AG SERVICE, INC.

402-352-3680
www.tcapower.com

TOUGH JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE 
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

BOBCAT EQUIPMENT IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO TAKE IT ON.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

GERING
SANDBERG IMPLEMENT

800-925-3163
sandbergimplement.com

LINCOLN
BOBCAT OF LINCOLN

402-464-6381
www.bobcatofl incoln.com

OMAHA
BOBCAT OF OMAHA

402-895-6660
www.bobcat-omaha.com

800-327-0790 
www.sentinelbuildings.com

Contact your local Sentinel dealer or call Sentinel Building Systems

COMMERCIAL  AG  MINISTORAGE  ARENAS  CATTLE/DAIRY STRUCTURES

ROCK       SOLID

STAY

MC COOL JUNCTION
NORQUEST AGRI SYSTEMS INC.

402-724-2163

MINDEN
WEAVER FARM SERVICE

308-832-1051
308-233-4308  cell

DURABILITY 
REDEFINED.

Introducing Vermeer N-series balers – the newest models in the fl agship line from the 
company that started it all. Heavy-duty components provide superior strength and 
durability. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and auto lube system 
further extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best distribution network in the 
industry. Vermeer 604N/605N balers are here to stay.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other 
countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

ALBION
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-395-2181
www.kaytonint.com

CHADRON
BUTLER AG EQUIPMENT

308-432-5593
www.butlerag.com

CROFTON
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-388-4374
www.kaytonint.com

LOUP CITY
ELDON KIEBORZ FARM

308-745-0293

NELIGH
KAYTON INTERNATIONAL, INC.

402-887-4118
www.kaytonint.com

SHELTON
OSTERMEYER EQUIPMENT, 

INC.
308-467-2345

www.ostermeyerequip.com

VALENTINE
CHERRY COUNTY IMPLEMENT

402-376-3490
www.ftccequipment.com

PRO-TURN

X-Factor® Deck
The 10-gauge, X-Factor® Deck is fabricated from top to bottom,
providing industrial strength peace of mind.

CBT System
Our exclusive Constant Belt Tension System (CBT) ensures that belt tension
is maintained, keeping the blade tip speed and cutting results consistent.

LINCOLN
YANT EQUIPMENT

800-967-1952
YantEquipment.com

OMAHA
YANT EQUIPMENT

800-747-6045
YantEquipment.com

VALLEY IS…
IRRIGATION AT

ITS BEST.

valleyirrigation.com

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

CA1109

DEALER LOGO
Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

CA1109

Getting the greatest yield from 
your field and making life a 
whole lot easier is what we 
do every day. We’re ready to 
tackle your toughest irrigation 
problems, and we’ll be there 
every step of the way. 

Reliable technology, 
durable products, smart 
connections – it’s irrigation 
at its best.

BASSETT
PERFECT VALLEY IRRIGATION

402-684-2321
perfectvalley@huntel.net

GRANT
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-352-4242
valleyproirrigation.com

IMPERIAL
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-882-5660
12th St. & Hwy 61

NORTH PLATTE
VALLEY PRO IRRIGATION, INC.

308-532-0950
1020 Rodeo Rd.

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

Don’t roll  
the dice with 
car repairs.

With a Farm Bureau Preferred Auto Repair Shop, the claims process is simple:
  only one estimate needed
  guaranteed workmanship for as long as you own your vehicle
   expedited service — the shop has authority to order parts and schedule repairs 

immediately
  simplified billing — we pay the repair shop directly

Call one of the Preferred Auto
Repair Shops below or visit
fbfs.com/AutoRepairShops
for a complete list in your area.

PC106 (1 1 )

GRAND ISLAND
EUSTIS BODY SHOP

308-382-9560
www.eustisautobody.com

HASTINGS
LEVANDER'S BODY SHOP

402-461-3747
www.levanderauto.com

IMPERIAL
HARCHELROAD MOTORS 

COLLISION AND RESTORATION 
CENTER

308-882-2963
www.HarchelroadMotors.com

LINCOLN
MIDTOWN BODY & PAINT

402-474-4818
www.midtownbodyandpaint.com

NORTH PLATTE
TWIN RIVERS BODY SHOP, LLC

308-532-4411

OMAHA
BAXTER AUTO BODY - SOUTH

402-894-2272
www.baxterauto.com/bodyshop

OMAHA
DAVE'S AUTO BODY CO.

402-572-0200
www.davesautobodyco.com

PAPILLION
THORPE'S BODY SHOP, INC.

402-339-4321
www.thorpesbodyshop.com
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Where Creativity Knows No Limits
13801 Industrial Road, Omaha, NE 68137

Ph: 402-408-5555 • Fax: 402-408-1326
Nebraskabrick@siouxcitybrick.com
www.nebraskabrick.com

Nebraska Brick & Supply

Nebraska Brick and Supply 
is a long time supplier of 

high quality brick, stone and 
related masonry products. 
Our knowledgeable sales 
staff  works with builders, 
architects, homeowners 

and handymen on building 
projects - large and small. 

Factory Direct Pricing • I-Beam Steel Building
We Can Erect! • All Sizes Available

1-800-369-3882
www.toplinebuildings.com   •   sales@toplinebuildings.com

© 2015 Lindsay. All rights reserved. Zimmatic and FieldNET 
are registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.

UPGRADE YOUR PIVOT TO FULL CONTROL
FIELDNET PIVOT CONTROL

By retrofitting an existing system with Pivot Control, you gain the advantages 
of FieldNET® by Lindsay’s web and mobile capabilities, including real-time alerts.

• Full remote control of pivots, pumps
and injectors, and monitoring sensors

• GPS positioning for precision irrigation

• Compatible with almost any pivot

• Basic variable rate irrigation (VRI)
with up to 360 sectors

    www.myfieldnet.com

NEW!

COLUMBUS
CORNHUSKER IRRIGATION, INC.

402-563-3382
cornhuskerirrigation.com

HOLDREGE
HUSKER IRRIGATION

308-995-8340
www.huskerirrigation.wixsite.com

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR YARD WITH TORO

EUSTIS
EUSTIS MECHANIC SHOP

308-486-5302
www.eustismechanicshop.com

LINCOLN
BRODDS SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

402-464-7442
www.broddssmallenginerepair.com

PLENTY OF SPACE
to store the equipment

OSMOND
Aschoff Construction Inc.
Office: 402-748-3551
aschoffconstruction.com

COZAD
Axxent Buildings LLC
Office: 308-784-2575
axxentbuildings.com

LINCOLN / OMAHA
Brager Construction Inc.
Office: 402-421-9222
Cell: 402-214-6790

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

LIVESTOCK 
DIRECTORY

TO ADVERTISE 
HERE CALL

800-798-2691

“American Made Since 1987”
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Call for a dealer near you!

Custom Sizes + Economical + Versatile

ADAPTABLE BUILDING CONCEPTS 
FOR ALL YOUR SHELTER NEEDS

Call Us Today! 1-877-257-4311

sales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.comsales@fabradomes.com  

www.fabradome.com

Portable Tub and Alley

Phone: 1-800-435-0532
 308-282-0532
 308-282-0533
Fax: 308-282-0533

YOUR SOURCE FOR QUALITY:
Gates • Panels • Chutes • Irrigation
• Pens • Portable & Stationary Feeding Tubs

Quality, Service and Value
Wick Buildings has been helping Midwest
farmers, families and businesses by providing
long-lasting, low-maintenance buildings since
1954, that’s over 60 years!

Buildings with quality and value...and
no compromises

800-356-9682
WickBuildings.com

StateFair.org

150th Fairabration! Aug. 23 – Sept. 2

Eleven days a year. Every year.
There is no place in Nebraska that 

feels quite this Nebraskan.

Celebrate agriculture and Nebraska’s farming 
communities at Nebraska State Fair.

Proud Sponsor of 
Nebraska State Fair

Solar Assisted Irrigation
Nebraska’s First Solar Electric Center Pivot System

25 kW 
Grid-Tie System

- Reduce costs for farmer 
- Free electric after payback
- Low profile to reduce wind load
- Hardened glass is hail resistant
- Non-corrosive
- Low maintenance
- Long-life products
- Generates all year
- 30% tax credit
- Can cash-flow year 1
- Good for Nebraska’s energy outlook

- Hardened glass is hail resistant
- Non-corrosive
- Low maintenance
- Long-life products
- Generates all year
- 30% tax credit
- Can cash-flow year 1
- Good for Nebraska’s energy outlook

www.SolarOmaha.com

517 N. 74th Street  -  Omaha, NE 68114
W: 402-590-5900  -  M: 402-850-7973

mshonka@qwest.net

Our Solar elecr� c   systems are 
engineered, constructed & fi eld 
tested to fi t your specifi c needs. 
Including Center Pivot pumps - Grain 
Dryers, Work Shop and Offi  ces.

**Assistance available for USDA - 
REAP grants & low interest loans**

Benefits of Agricultural Solar:

Solar Heat & Electric can � e into your Farm Opera� on
and reduce opera� ng costs! You can own up to 25 KW per 
meter, that will work year round genera� ng power!

CALL or EMAIL for 
Free Evalua� on

7342 Farnam St. - Omaha, NE 68114
W: 402-590-5900 - M: 402-850-7973

mshonka@qwest.net
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®

Dryers

Catwalk and Tower Systems

Material Handling Systems

Caldwell Grain Conditioning

Lemanco Bulk Bin Systems

Your hopes. 
Their dreams.
We’re in the business of protecting 
your todays and your tomorrrows. 

Let’s sit down and discuss how  
to plan for all you imagine. You 
talk and we’ll listen – face-to-face, 
the way we’ve done it for more 
than 80 years.

fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.  
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services  M206 (5-19)

"Alexa, Play KRVN" Listen Live
-

On Demand

Download our Apps!

93.1 The River KRVN

Live Streaming Audio  •  Play Contests  •  Open Mic  •  Alarm Clock  •  News   •  Weather
  Agriculture Info   •  Exclusive Podcasts   •  and More!

2900 Hwy 75 North • Sioux City, IA
(712) 252-0181
76 16th Avenue NW • Lemars IA
(712) 546-8004
isemanhomes.co

SUMMER SPECIALS!

NEW 16x80

NEW 28x56
with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, Butler Pantry, large

Island in kitchen, entertainment center in
livingroom, end utility/mudroom and MUCHMORE

Only
$82,995

New 16x80NEW 16x80
3 bedroom, 2 baths,

island kitchen,
entertainment center,
built in office unit and

more

Only
$44,995

New 16x80
with finished drywall
interior, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, large utility
room and hardwood

cabinets.

Only
$49,995

CENSUS FINDS CHANGES 
IN FARMS, FARMERS AND 
PRODUCTION PRACTICES

The recently released 2017 Census of 
Agriculture shows changes to farm sizes, 
operators and farming practices. According 
to the census, the total number of U.S. farms 
fell 3.2 percent while the average farm size 
increased 1.6 percent since 2012. The new 
data also shows farmers are getting older, 
said Michael Nepveux, American Farm 
Bureau economist.

“The average age of that principal 
operator continues to increase. The 2012 
census reported that to be 58.3 years. For 
the 2017 census, that increased to 59.4 years 
for that average,” Nepveux said.

The 2017 census reported a 30 percent 
increase in the number of female farmers, 
and an increase in younger farmers. 
However, Nepveux stated that’s partially 
because USDA changed how that data is 
reported.

“In the past, they tended to focus on just 
the principal operator, whereas now they 
expanded that to include other decision 
makers. So that doesn’t necessarily mean 
that we have 30 percent more women 
farming than we did, say five years ago. 
Also, you saw an increase in the number of 
younger farmers as a result of this. This is 
due to those intergenerational farms where 
you have the parents and children operating 
as business partners on the farm,” he said.

According to Nepveux, the 2017 
census also shows changes in farming 
practices, as farmers are implementing 
more environmentally friendly production 
practices.

“For the 2012 census, conventional tillage 
was the largest category, but in the new 
census that came out, no-till agriculture 
rose to the top, followed by conservational 
tillage, and then that conventional tillage was 
actually the lowest category,” he said.

The Census of Agriculture is a complete 
count of U.S. farms and ranches and the 
people who operate them. Even small 
plots of land - whether rural or urban - 
growing fruit, vegetables or some food 
animals count, if $1,000 or more of such 
products were raised and sold, or normally 
would have been sold, during the census 
year. The Census of Agriculture, taken only 
once every five years, looks at land use 
and ownership, operator characteristics, 
production practices, income and 
expenditures. For America’s farmers and 
ranchers, the Census of Agriculture is their 
voice, their future and their opportunity. 
You can learn more at USDA’s website 
www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus.

NORTHEAST NEBRASKA 
SWINE SUMMIT SET FOR 

JULY 17 IN NORFOLK.

& Public Varieties

ARROW SEED CO.
Broken Bow, NE  800-622-4727
www.ArrowSeed.com

Certifi ed
SEED

WHEAT

Eiklenborg Combine & 
Tractor Salvage

Combine, Baler &
Tractor Parts

Aplington, Iowa
319-347-5510

Red Willow Chemical
“Quality You Can Trust”

AG CHEMICALS
PRICES BELOW WHOLESALE

(800) 658-4394
for prices and delivery

RED WILLOW Chemical
McCook, NE 69001

www.rwaviation.com

Area farmers considering expanding 
or diversifying their operations are 
invited to the Northeast Nebraska 
Swine Summit set for July 17 in Norfolk. 

The program will run from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Northeast Community 
College’s Lifelong Learning Center. 
Admission is free, and lunch will be 
provided.

The event is sponsored by the 
Alliance for the Future of Agriculture 
in Nebraska (AFAN), the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture, Northeast 
Community College and the Nebraska 
Pork Producers Association.

“With diminished returns on row 
crop operations, increased cost of land 
ownership and surplus feedstuffs in the 
Corn Belt, now may be the time for 
Nebraska farmers to consider adding 
a swine confinement facility,” said Will 
Keech, AFAN director of livestock 
development.  “This conference is 
designed to provide farmers with the 
information and insight they need 
to consider adding confined swine 
production to their operations for 
future growth.”  

Keynote speaker will be Bill 
Winkelman, vice president of industry 
relations for the National Pork Board, 
who will provide an industry update 
and discuss the path for swine industry 
expansion.

Other issues to be discussed include a 
2019 agriculture economic outlook, with 
a focus on the pork sector; resources 
for building a barn, featuring a panel of 
industry experts; manure and nutrient 
management; and a presentation 
about Northeast Community College’s 
agriculture program and capital 
contributions program.

Reservations should be sent to 
AFAN at judys@a-fan.org, or call (402) 
421-4472. For more information, go to 
Becomeafan.org.

SAVE THE DATE
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Free Want Ads for Farm Bureau Members
Farm Bureau members may submit one free Want Ad per month. If there is more than one category mentioned with the Want Ad, we will split it into multiple categories, but it must be 
a combined total of 30 words or less. Ads are used on a space-available basis, subject to approval. Ads exclude real property (permanent structures) such as homes, farms, ranches and 
businesses. Selling crops or herds of livestock also is excluded. Send typed or printed ads to Want Ads, c/o Kylee Planer, Nebraska Farm Bureau News, P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501 
or email kyleep@nefb.org. If you would like to rerun your ad, you must resubmit. Previously submitted ads will not be kept on file. Deadline is the 10th of February, April, June, August, 
October and December. The Want Ad form can be found on our members website (www.nefb.org/members), login and click on NEWS and then Submit a Want Ad.

On a scale of 1-5 (with 1 indicating 
“fails to meet expectations” and 5 
indicating “exceeds expectations”), 
how would you rate the content of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau News overall?

O 1       O 2       O 3       O 4       O 5

Below are some general categories for 
the content that runs in the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau News. Which of these do 
you typically read most?

 Personalized state policy stories
 Personalized national policy stories
 Ag educational stories (NFB Foundation  

 material, AG Education and Ag in the  
 Classroom)

 Economic stories to help improve your  
 bottom line

 Feature farm/ranch stories on Farm  
 Bureau members

 County Farm Bureau news (What  
 County Farm Bureaus are doing in their  
 communities.)

 Member benefit features
 Free want ads
 Calendar of events

What topics are you most interested in?  
(Please pick just three.)

 Personalized state policy stories
 Personalized national policy stories
 Ag educational stories (NFB Foundation  

 material, AG Education and Ag in the  
 Classroom)

 Economic stories to help improve your  
 bottom line

 Feature farm/ranch stories on Farm  
 Bureau members

 County Farm Bureau news (What  
 County Farm Bureaus are doing in their  
 communities.)

 Member benefit features
 Free want ads
 Calendar of events

Did you know we have an electronic 
version of Nebraska Farm Bureau News?

 Yes
 No

To sign up for the digital version of 
Nebraska Farm Bureau News please 
give us your email and mobile number?
Email address  
__________________________________
Mobile number  
__________________________________

How much time do you typically 
spend with an issue of Nebraska Farm 
Bureau News?

 Fewer than 10 minutes
 10-20 minutes
 20-30 minutes
 30+ minutes

Which statement below best describes 
your opinion about the balance of 
stories versus ads in each issue of 
Nebraska Farm Bureau News?

 I would like to see more content. (more  
 stories, less ads)

 The current amount of content is about right.
 I would like to see less content. (more  

 ads, less stories)

Which age range do you fit into?
 Under 18 years
 18-25
 26-35
 36-45
 46-55
 56-65
 66 and over

Gender
O Female O Male

What category best describes your 
involvement in farming or ranching?

 I am a full-time farmer/rancher.
 I farm/ranch, but also have an off-farm  

 job.
 My spouse farms/ranches.
 I am a retired or semi-retired farmer/ 

 rancher.
 I am an agribusiness professional.
 Other

Nebraska Farm Bureau would like to make sure the Nebraska Farm Bureau News is serving its intended audience: our farmer and rancher members. Your participation in this survey will 
help us do a better job of producing this publication for you, so please take a few minutes to complete it.

You can participate either by taking the survey online at www.nefb.org/readersurvey or by filling out this survey form and mailing it back to us by Friday, July 26. The mailing address is: 
Nebraska Farm Bureau News
Nebraska Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 80299, Lincoln, NE 68501

FARM EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: 945 Versatile 8 new tires, 
heavy rear axle, 7304 hrs, $32,000; 17 yard 
Cat mounted scraper, new tires $35,000 
both for $60,000; Farm King 1410 1000 
gal. coulter injection bar; Hyd pump JD 
Controller 3000 acres $15,900. Call (402) 
366-9496 (Seward County)

FOR SALE: One IH drill, model 7100, 
parts only; Two IH drills, model 7100; Two 
IH 150 drills; Two IH 150 drills that are 
tied together. Call (308) 991-8258. (Harlan 
County) 

FOR SALE:  Irrigation pipe 8” plastic 
plain and gated pipe trailers, siphon tubes. 
Call (308) 548-2450 or (308) 548-2616. 
(Merrick County)

FOR SALE: 1954 JD 70 LP tractor, 
shedded and straight upto, AM, PS, 3pt. WF, 
$3,950. Call (402) 782-8712 or (402) 730-
8710. (Lancaster County)

 
FOR SALE: One Hinzman irrigation big 
hose gun; One Duckfoot sweep plow; One 
Noble Springtooth; Two one-ways.  Call 
(308) 991-8258. (Harlan County)

FOR SALE: MIRA Fount Watters posts, 
barb wire gates, Call (402) 216-1761 (Sarpy 
County)

VEHICLES
FOR SALE: 1960 Ranchero (Falcon) Ford 
pickup, re-done, beautiful! $15,000. Call Bill, 
(402) 771-2401. (Franklin County)

FOR SALE: Granny can’t drive, 2015 GMC 
SLT, $50,000, like new, must see, new tires. 
Call (402) 565-4555. (Madison County)

FOR SALE: 1985 Oldsmobile Delta 88 
Royale, 80,000 miles. Call (402) 273-4830. 
(Brown County)

MISC
FOR SALE: New in box 2001 ERTL John 
Deere 8310 Die Cast pedal tractor, $300. 
Call (712) 485-2440 (Neola, Iowa)

WANTED: Your memories of a one room 
school to be compiled in a book honoring 
the past and importance of these schools 
played in the future of our great country. 
Call (402) 651-2491. (Boyd County)

Presented by:

FRIDAY, JULY 19
WERNER PARK | PAPILLION

VS

JOIN US FOR

SAVE THE DATE

5:00 PM - TAILGATE

7:05 PM - GAME TIME

ULTRA COARSE 
DROPLETS

LESS 
THAN2% DRIFTABLE 

FINES*

   PRECISE
APPLICATION

FROM THE INDUSTRY LEADER

THE ULTIMATE 
DRIFT CONTROL SPRAY TIP™

PUT DICAMBA 
IN ITS PLACE

THE TURBO TEEJET®

INDUCTION (TTI™) SPRAY TIP 
KEEPS YOU IN CONTROL
Dicamba options for successfully managing 
herbicide resistant weeds are here. Make sure 
you use the right spray tip to put those products 
where they need to be and nowhere else. 

SPRAY TIP
RECOMMENDED

BY CHEMICAL
PRODUCERS

FOR NEW DICAMBA PRODUCTS

THE UL
DRIFT CONTR

*TTI11004-VP spraying water at 40 psi. Driftable defined as droplets less than 150 microns.

teejet.com

KEARNEY
SELECT SPRAYERS & EQUIPMENT, LLC

308-338-8006
www.selectsprayers.com

TEKAMAH
B & B TECHNOLOGIES

800-847-9865
www.b-btech.com

STANDARD:
• Heavy-Duty All-Steel Construction

• All Welded Uni-Bodies
• Automatic Swing-Out Endgate

OPTIONS:
• Grain Endgates

• Canopy Top
• A 24’ Fold-Down Side

• Tapered Sides

COMBINATION FORAGE  
& GRAIN BOXES

Many Sizes Available To 
Meet Your Needs

Box 189
Arlington, NE
402-478-4433
gnusemfg.com

Please encourage other farmers and ranchers  
to sign up. 

Only requirement is to send three letters/emails to your 
classroom pen pal during the school year. 

The Ag Pen Pal Program is a platform to share YOUR story of 
agriculture.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 190 FARM/RANCH 
 VOLUNTEERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

2019-2020 AG PEN PAL PROGRAM. 

Fill out this survey or go online 
at www.nefb.org/readersurvey 

to enter to win a $100  
Farm Bureau Bank Gift Card!

SIGN UP AT  
WWW.NEFBFOUNDATION.ORG/PEN-PAL
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*Class is Full-Size Pickups under 8,500 lbs. GVWR based on Ford segmentation.

**Max payload on F-150 XL Regular Cab, 8’ box, 5.0L V8 4x2, Heavy-Duty Payload Package and 18” heavy-duty wheels (not shown). Max towing on F-150 XL SuperCrew®, 6.5’ box, 3.5L EcoBoost® 4x2, and Max Trailer Tow Package
(not shown). 

***Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Shelby GT350®, Shelby® GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, Focus RS and F-150 
Raptor. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive 
days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from dealer by January 2, 2020. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details.

Best-In-Class* Capability for Work or Play. The Ford F-150
makes tough tasks look easy, whether you’re working on the job or heading out 
on a weekend of recreation. F-150 outperforms every other truck in its class when 
hauling cargo in the bed or towing a trailer.**

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH***

2019 FORD F-150

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

ALLIANCE
COVER-JONES MOTOR COMPANY

800-344-9288
www.coverjones.com

BLAIR
WOODHOUSE FORD

402-426-4126
www.woodhouse.com

GRAND ISLAND
ANDERSON FORD OF GRAND ISLAND

308-384-1700
www.andersonofgrandisland.com

IMPERIAL
IMPERIAL COUNTRY FORD

800-255-9762
www.imperialnecountryford.com

NORFOLK
COURTESY FORD OF NORFOLK

402-371-9350
courtesyfordofnorfolk.com

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

NORTH PLATTE
BILL SUMMERS FORD

308-532-2500
www.billsummers.com

OMAHA
WOODHOUSE FORD

402-574-2600
www.woodhouse.com

PLATTSMOUTH
WOODHOUSE FORD

402-296-9000
www.woodhouse.com

SCHUYLER
REINECKE MOTOR COMPANY

402-352-2427
www.reineckemotorcompany.com


